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Preface

a b o u t  m y  f a m i l y ,  m y  b e l i e f s  a n d  t h e  h i g h
p o i n t s  o f  m y  l i f e . O n  t h i s  s i x t h  d a y  o f
P a s s o v e r ,m y  b i r t h d a y ,  I  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o
p r o c e e d  w i t h  m y  s t o r y .

I n  m y  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  I  h a d  g o o d  s c h o o l i n g
a n d  g o o d  t u t o r i n g  w i t h  e m p h a s i s  i n  t h e
s t u d y  o f  l a n g u a g e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s
d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  E n g l i s h  w h i c h  I  s t a r t e d  t o
l e a r n  w h e n  I  e m i g r a t e d  w i t h  m y  w i f e  t o
t h e  U . S . A .  i n  1 9 2 2 .

B u s y  a s  I  w a s  e a r n i n g  a  l i v i n g ,  I  h a d  t o
n e g l e c t  m y  l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i t s . I  h a v e
l e a r n e d  E n g l i s h  b y  r e a d i n g  n e w s p a p e r s ,
p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  v e r y  f e w  b o o k s .  D e s p i t e
t h i s  l a c k  o f  f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  I  a m
a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  b e t t e r  m y  t h o u g h t s  i n
t h i s  l a n g u a g e .

N a r r a t i n g  m y  i m p r e s s i o n s  a n d  t h e  s a l i e n t
e v e n t s  o f  m y  l i f e  w i l l  e n t a i l  a  l i t e r a r y
e f f o r t  t h a t ,  I  h o p e ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  b e y o n d
m y  c a p a b i l i t i e s .

I  w i l l  b r i n g  t o  t h i s  t a s k  a  k e e n  m e m o r y
a n d  a  g o o d  s e n s e  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I  w i l l
a l s o  b r i n g  p a s s i o n  t o  t h i s  m e m o i r  t h a t ,
a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  l t  I  e v e r
w a n t  t o  p u b l i s h .  I  a m  a w a r e  o f  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  t h e  r e a d i n g  p u b l i c  i s  t o o  b i a s e d
n o w a d a y s  t o  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  v a g a r i e s
o f  a n  u n k n o w n  a u t h o r  w h o ,  l a t e  i n  l i f e ,
s u c c u m b e d  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  b u g .

I  j u s t  s e l f i s h l y  w i s h  t o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d
b y  m y  n e p h e w s  a n d  n i e c e s ,  p o s s i b l y  b y
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  M y
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  d e s c r i b e
t o  t h e m  t h e i r  a n t e c e d e n t s  a n d  a n  e r a  i n
t h e  s a g a  o f  a  s e g m e n t  o f  S e p h a r d i c  J e w r y .



T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  n a t i o n s ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d  i n -
d i v i d u a l s  r e v e a l s  t h e i r  q u a l i t i e s  a n d
d e f e c t s .

M y  f o r e m o s t  d e s i r e  i s  t o  i n s p i r e  w i t h  m y
s t o r y  m e m b e r s  o f  m y  f a m i l y  n o w  l i v i n g  o r
s t i l i  u n b o r n  i n  a c h i e v i n g  m a t e r i a l  s u c c e s s
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I  w i s h  t h e m
t o  b e  e n d o w e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r
h e r i t a g e  a n d  i n  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i n g  a  b e t t e r
l i f e  o n  t h i s  p l a n e t ,  t h e  o n l y  h o m e  k n o w n
s o  f a r  f o r  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e .
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My Life in Retrospect

h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n -
t u r y  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  i n  A m e r i c a  " T h e

G a y  N i n e t i e s . " S i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t h  a
p u b l i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  f r i v o l i t y  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,
s o m e  n a t i o n s  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  w a r  o r  i n t e r n a l
s t r i f e .

T h o s e  y e a r s  w e r e  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  S i n o - J a p a n e s e ,
t h e  T u r k i s h - G r e e k ,  t h e  I t a l i a n - A o y s s i n i a n
a n d  t h e  S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  W a r s .  I t  w a s  a l s o
t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  m a s s a c r e s  o f  A r m e n i a n s  b y
t h e  T u r k s ,  o f  t h e  Z u l u  u p r i s i n g  a n d  t h e
a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  C a r n o t  o f  F r a n c e ,
o f  t h e  S h a h  o f  P e r s i a  a n d  t h e  E m p r e s s  o f
A u s t r i a . T h e  l i s t  o f  t r a g i c  e v e n t s  n o t  r e -
l a t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  s e e m s  n e v e r  e n d i n g . T h e
m o s t  b l a t a n t  c o n f l i c t  n e a r e r  o u r  h o m e i n
S a l o n i c a  w a s  t h e  T u r k i s h - G r e e k  W a r  o f  1 8 9 7
i n  w h i c h  t h e  T u r k s  w e r e  t h e  v i c t o r s  a n d  t h e
G r e e k s  p a y i n g  t h e m  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  r e p a r a t i o n s .
N e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r s  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  d a i l y  o f
t h e s e  e v e n t s  a s  t h e y  o c c u r r e d .  L a d i n o
p e r i o d i c a l s  i n f o r m e d  S a l o n i c a ' s  J e w s  o f
w o r l d w i d e  h a p p e n i n g s .

T h e  J e w s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  w e r e  a f f e c t e d
b y  t h e  p o g r o m s  i n  K i s h i n e v  a n d  o t h e r  t o w n s
i n  R u s s i a .  I t  w a s  a l s o  t h e  d e c a d e  o f  " T h e
A f f a i r e  D r e y f u s . "

I n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  e p i s o d e s ,  t h e  J e w s  i n
g e n e r a l  w e r e  a p p r e h e n s i v e  i f  n o t  t e r r i f i e d
l i k e  t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d .  T h e  s a v a g e r y
o f  t h e  p o g r o m s  i n s p i r e d  r e v u l s i o n  i n
e v e r y  d e c e n t  p e r s o n  a n d  p i t y  f o r  t h e
J e w i s h  v i c t i m s . o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i n  t h e
D r e y f u s  C a s e ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  h o n o r  o f  t h e
J e w i s h  p e o p l e  w a s  p l a c e d  i n  j e o p a r d y  i n
t h e  w o r l d ' s  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .

A n  a n t i s e m i t e  c l i q u e  d o m i n a t e d  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  i n  F r a n c e . A l f r e d  D r e y f u s
w a s  a  J e w  a n d  a  c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  F r e n c h



a r m y .  H e  w a s  a c c u s e d  o f  s e l l i n g  F r e n c h
m i l i t a r y  s e c r e t s  t o  G e r m a n y .  H e  w a s ,  o f
c o u r s e ,  i n n o c e n t  a n d  a  v i c t i m  o f  t r e a c h e r y .
He wast r i e d  a n d  c o n v i c t e d  i n  1 8 9 4  a n d
d e p o r t e d  t o  D e v i l ' s  I s l a n d ,  a  F r e n c h  p e n a l
c o l o n y  f o r  h a r d e n e d  c r i m i n a l s  i n  t h e
t r o p i c s .
A  f e w  v o i c e s  c l a m o r i n g  f o r  j u s t i c e  w e r e
h e a r d .  A m o n g  o t h e r s  E m i l e  Z o l a  p u b l i s h e d
h i s  f a m o u s  p a m p h l e t  " J ' a c c u s e . "
J a u r e s  a n d  G e o r g e s  C l e m e n c e a u  r a l l i e d  t o
t h e  D r e y f u s  d e f e n s e :T h e  l a t t e r ,  k n o w n
a f t e r w a r d s  a s  " L e  T i g r e , "  w r o t e  f i e r y
a r t i c l e s  i n  h i s  n e w s p a p e r  r e v e a l i n g  t h e
i n t r i g u e s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f
t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  c a p t a i n . M a i t r e  L a b o r i ,
- h e  f a m o u s  b a r r i s t e r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  P l e a s
n i s  e l o q u e n c e  t u r n e d  t h e  p o p u l a r  t i d e  i r
f a v o r  o f  t h e  a c c u s e d .  I n  1 8 9 9  h e  w a s
b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  F r a n c e ,  r e t r i e d  a n d
p a r d o n e d .  T h e  e f f o r t s  o f  c e l e b r a t e d  g r e a t
m e n  d i d  n o t  c e a s e  u n t i l  C a p t a i n  D r e y f u s
w a s  t o t a l l y  e x o n e r a t e d  i n  1 9 0 5  a n d  p r o m o t e d
t o  m a j o r . I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h i s  d r a m a
h e  w a s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  " L a  L e g i o n  d ' H o n n e u r "
i n  1 9 3 5 .

I n  T u r k e y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  t h r i v i n g
c i t y  o f  S a l o n i c a ,  t h e  p o g r o m s  i n  R u s s i a
a n d  t h e  D r e y f u s  C a s e  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n
c a f e s ,  c l u b s  a n d  a l l  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e
J e w i s h  p u b l i c  c o n g r e g a t e d .  A l t h o u g h
l i v i n g  u n d e r  a  b e n e v o l e n t  T u r k i s h  r e g i m e ,
t h i s  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
d a i l y  e v e n t s  i n  b o t h  c a s e s .  B y  a  t w i s t
o f  i r o n y  a  J e w i s h  y o u n g  e l i t e  w a s  e d u c a t e d
i n  t h e  S c h o o l s  o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e  I s r a e l i t e
U n i v e r s e l l e ,  i m p a r t i n g  F r e n c h  c u l t u r e  t o

T h i s  g r o u p  w a s  f r u s t r a t e d  f o r  t h e
t r e a t m e n t  o f  D r e y f u s  b y  F r e n c h  j u s t i c e .
T h e y  w e r e  e l a t e d  a n d  r e l i e v e d  w h e n  t h e
i n n o c e n c e  o f  t h e  a c c u s e d  w a s  p r o v e d .

I  w a s  b o r n  i n  t h i s  " f i n  d e  s i e c l e "  i n
S a l o n i c a ,  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  f e a r  a n d
h o p e .

I t  i s  s a i d  o f  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a r c h  t h a t  i t
s m i l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  r a i n ,  w h i l e  n a t u r e  i s
s e c r e t l y  p r e p a r i n g  s p r i n g .  I n  S a l o n i c a  o n
a  l a t e  M a r c h  d a y ,  a  f e w  s n o w  f l a k e s  w e r e
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s t i l l  l i n g e r i n g  i n  t h e  a i r .

I n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  w e a t h e r ,  o n  t h e  s i x t h  d a y  o f
P a s s o v e r ,  m y  f a t h e r  w a s  s i t t i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d s
a t  t h e  C a f e  C r y s t a l  a f t e r  a  b u s y  a f t e r n o o n .
S u d d e n l y  a n  u p r o a r  w a s  c a u s e d  i n  t h i s  r e l a x e d
a t m o s p h e r e  b y  a n  i n t e r r u p t i n g  g i r l  s h o u t i n g :
" I t  i s  a  b o y ,  i t  i s  a  b o y . "  T h i s  i s  h o w  m y
f a t h e r  w a s  i n f o r m e d  o f  m y  b i r t h  i n  t h i s
f r i e n d l y  g a t h e r i n g .T h e  b e a r e r  o f  s u c h  j o y -
f u l  m e s s a g e  w a s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  g e n e r o u s  t i p
c a l l e d  " m o o s h d e h . "  T h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w a s
p a r t l y  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  e a g e r n e s s  o f  t h e
s e r v a n t  g i r l  o f  o u r  h o u s e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  n e w s
o f  t h e  h a p p y  e v e n t .  H a p p y  i n d e e d ,  a f t e r
t h e  b i r t h  o f  t w o  s u c c e s s i v e  g i r l s  t o  m y
p a r e n t s  p r e v i o u s l y .

S i n c e  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  m a l e
c h i l d  w a s  c a u s e  o f  g r e a t  r e j o i c i n g .  T o
t h i s  d a y ,  s o m e  p e o p l e  g r e e t  n e w l y w e d s  w i t h
t h e  w i s h :  " G o o d  h e a l t h  a n d  m a l e  c h i l d r e n . "

D u r i n g  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e  m y  p a r e n t s  h a d
a p p a r e n t l y  a  d e e p  l o v e  f o r  t h e i r  s o n s  a n d
t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s  a l i k e .  O n  c l o s e  o b s e r -
v a t i o n  o n e  c o u l d  d i s t i n g u i s h  a  s p e c i a l
s o l i c i t u d e  f o r  t h e  g i r l s .  B y  t h i s  u n -
c o n s c i o u s  a t t i t u d e  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w e r e
r e s p o n d i n g  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  o l d
a d a g e :  " M y  s o n  u n t i l  h e  g e t s  a  w i f e ,  m y
d a u g h t e r  f o r  m y  l i f e t i m e . "

I n  c e r t a i n  J e w i s h  c i r c l e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,
t h e  b i r t h  o f  m a n y  s u c c e s s i v e  g i r l s  c r e a t e d
m a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e
f a m i l y .  T h i s  p r o m p t e d  m y  f a t h e r  t o  t a k e  a n
i n s u r a n c e  o n  h i s  l i f e  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  m y
s i s t e r  J u l i e ,  h i s  s e c o n d  b a b y  g i r l .  A
f a t h e r  h a d  t o  e d u c a t e  g i r l s  p r o p e r l y  a n d
a c c u m u l a t e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  f o r  t h e i r  d o w r y ,  l e s t
t h e y  r e m a i n  s p i n s t e r s  a l l  t h e i r  l i f e .

B e f o r e  m y  b i r t h  m y  m o t h e r  w a s  o f f e r i n g
c h a r i t y  a n d  i n v o k i n g  d i v i n e  p r o v i d e n c e  t o
g i v e  b i r t h  t o  a  s o n ,  f o r  m y  f a t h e r ' s  s a k e
a n d  h a p p i n e s s .  T h e y  w e r e  o v e r j o y e d  w h e n  I
w a s  b o r n .

T h e  i n s t i n c t  o f  s e l f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n  m a n  i s
s u s t a i n e d  b y  s e x u a l  d e s i r e  a n d  b y  t h e  j o y s
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o f  p a r e n t h o o d .  A  f a c t o r  a l s o  i s  t h e  w i s h  t o
have the name perpetuated through future
generations.

Acco rd ing  to  t rad i t i on  i n  Sephard i c  f am i l i es ,
I  was named af ter  my paternal  grandfather.
I n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s ,  i f  I  w o u l d  h a v e  a
son, he should have been named after my
fa the r .  Des t i ny  p rov ided  o the rw ise ;  I  have
no progeny ?

A l l  my bro thers  and s is te rs  had ch i ld ren .
The wish of  my parents was anyway ful f i l led
when they held in  the i r  arms grandchi ldren
named after them.

* * *

Some  l ea rned  men  have  a lways  t r i ed  t o  know
a b o u t  t h e  m y s t i c a l  p a s t  b e y o n d  r e c o r d e d
h i s t o r y ? S o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  j u s t  t r y  t o
t r a c e  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e .
I  a m  o n e  w h o s e  c u r i o s i t y  i s  a r o u s e d  b y
t h e i r  f a m i l y ' s  p a s t .

I n  m y  a d o l e s c e n t  y e a r s ,  I  w a s  f a s c i n a t e d  b y
m y  f a t h e r ' s  r e c i t a t i o n s  o f  o u r  i l l u s t r i o u s
a n c e s t r a l  l i n e a g e . T h i s ,  I  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e n
a s  e x a g g e r a t e d  t a l e s .  A f t e r  r e a d i n g  s o m e
h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  S a p o r t a  f a m i l y ,
w h a t  I  h a d  d e f i n e d  a s  l e g e n d s  b e f o r e ,  h a d
i n d e e d  a  s o l i d  h i s t o r i c a l  b a s e .

S e p h a r d i c  J e w s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  h a v e
adop ted  as  fami l y  names ,  names  o f  towns
f o r m e r l y  i n h a b i t e d  b y  t h e m  o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n
t h e r e o f .  T h e  S a p o r t a  f a m i l y  n a m e  o r i g i n a t e d
w i t h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  c i t a d e l  ( i n  t h e
p r o v i n c e  o f  S a r a g o s s a ? )  w h o s e  p e c u l i a r i t y
c o n s i s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  s i x  d o o r s  i n  i t s  f o r t i -
f i e d  w a l l s .S i x  d o o r s  t r a n s l a t e s  i n  S p a n i s h
" s e i s  p u e r t a s ,  "  t h u s  S a s p o r t a s ,  S a p o r t a s
a n d  f i n a l l y  S a p o r t a .

S o m e  J e w s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  I b e r i a n  P e n i n s u l a
w h e n  C a r t h a g e  a n d  R o m e  r u l e d  t h e r e  s u c -
c e s s i v e l y .

A  f u r t h e r  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n
i n f l u x  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f
J e r u s a l e m ' s  s e c o n d  t e m p l e  b y  t h e  R o m a n s .
W h e n  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  y e a r
7 0  C . E . ,  g r o u p s  o f  J e w s  t o o k  r e f u g e  i n  t o w n s
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o f  N o r t h  A f r i c a .  L o o k i n g  s t i l l  f o r  s a f e r
havens ,  some  o ft h e m  c a m e  t o  l i v e  i n  w h a t  i s
n o w  s p a i n . I n  t h e  s e v e n t h  a n d  e i g h t h  c e n t u r y
w h e n  V a n d a l s  a n d  V i s i g o t h s  i n v a d e d  t h e  p e n i n -
s u l a ,  a  s i z a b l e  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  a l r e a d y
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e .  S e p h a r d i c  J e w s ,  j o k i n g l y ,
c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  S p a n i a r d s .
T h e r e  i s  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e
t h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  e t h n i c  g r o u p  f o r m i n g  t h e
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  i s  t o d a y ' s
S p a i n .

P r o t e s s o r  H .  G r a e t z ,  t h e  a u t h o r  f a m o u s  f o r
h i s  m o n u m e n t a l  " H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  J e w s ,  "  h a s
d e v o t e d  i n  i t  a  f e w  p a r a g r a p h s  t o  o n e  S a m u e l
B e n  A b r a h a m  S a p o r t a . H e  d e s c r i b e s  h i m  a s  a
y o u n g  s c h o l a r  o f  C a t a l o n i a  w h o ,  i n  t h e  t h i r -
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w a s  e n g a g e d  i n  a  c o n t r o v e r s y
w i t h  t h e  r a b b i s  o f  F r a n c e . T h e s e  w e r e  o p p o s e d
t o  c e r t a i n  d o c t r i n e s  f o r m u l a t e d  b y  t h e  g r e a t
M a i m o n i d e s . I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e m ,  y o u n g
S a p o r t a?  c a l l e d  t h e m  i g n o r a n t s  i n  a  m a t t e r
t h e y  k n e w  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l .  A t  t h e  e n d  h e  w a s
v i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e d  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e s e
r a b b i s  w h o  a c c e p t e d  t h e  t e n e t s  e x p r e s s e d  b y
t h e  r e s p e c t e d  D o c t o r  a n d  P h i l o s o p h e r
M a i m o n i d e s .

E n o c h  S a p o r t a ,  a  T a l m u d i s t  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n t h
c e n t u r y ,  e m i g r a t e d  f r o m  C a t a l o n i a  t o  T u r k e y
i n  t h e 1 4 6 0 s . G r a e t z  c r e d i t s  h i m  w i t h  b e i n g
p a r t l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o v e r c o m i n g  t h e  b i t t e r
h o s t i l i t y  o f  t h e  K a r a i t e s  t o w a r d s  T a l m u d i c
J u d a i s m .

R a b b i  F i n k e l s t e i n  i s  a n  e r u d i t e  a n d  e m i n e n t
c o n t e m p o r a r y  h i s t o r i a n .  H e  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f
t w o  v o l u m e s  o f  J e w i s h  h i s t o r y .  I n  i t ,  h e
c i t e s  t h e  s a m e  E n o c h  S a p o r t a  i n  h a v i n g  p e r -
s u a d e d  t h e  s u l t a n  t o  g i v e  s a f e  a s y l u m  i n
T u r k e y  t o  J e w s  f l e e i n g  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n s  o f
t h e  i n q u i s i t i o n .

I n  1 4 9 2  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o f  J e w s  f r o m  S p a i n  t o o k
p l a c e . M o s t  o f  t h e m  t o o k  r e f u g e  i n  T u r k e y .
S i n c e  t h e n ,  d u e  p r o b a b l y  t o  t h i s  m a n  S a p o r t a ,
J e w s  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  T u r k e y ,  u n h i n d e r e d  i n
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s . ( T h e  r e f l e c t i o n s
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  a r e  e n t i r e l y
m i n e . )  R a b b i  F i n k e l s t e i n  c i t e s  a l s o  t h e
h i s t o r y  o f  a  M a r r a n o  S a p o r t a  f a m i l y .  T h e y
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w e r e  f i v e  b r o t h e r s ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  d o c t o r s  i n
medicine.O n e  o f  t h e m ,  A n t o i n e  S a p o r t a ,  w a s
persona l  phys ic ian  to  K ing  F ranc is  o f  F rance .
Th is  Sapor ta  fami l y  was  repu ted  fo r  the
longev i ty  o f  i t s  members .

R a b e l a i s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  a u t h o r  a n d  s a t i r i s t  o f
t he  Rena i ssance ,  on  t he  f i r s t  page  o f  h i s
book "Gargantua and Pantagruel ,  "  ment ions
meet ing Anto ine Sapor ta ,  in  the "Auberge de
La Reine Pedaugue, "  the gather ing place in
P a r i s  o f  t h e  " b o n s  v i v a n t s "  o f  t h a t  e p o c h .

Based  on  the  p reced ing  h is to r i ca l  fac ts ,  my
con jec tu res  a re  tha t  the  Sapor ta  fami ly  was
d i v i d e d  i n  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t s  i n  t h e  b e -
g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n t h
century .  The Ta lmudis t  Enoch Sapor ta ,  inbred
i n  J e w i s h  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  r e l u c t a n t  t o  c o n v e r t
t o  c h r i s t i a n i t y  l i k e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s
f a m i l y ,  e m i g r a t e d  t o  T u r k e y .  O t h e r s  o f  t h e
same  l i neage ,  i n  t he i r  des i r e  t o  r ema in  i n
Spain  and avo id  the persecut ions o f  the
Inqu is i t ion ,  ab jured Juda ism. Th i s  se rved
them very  l i t t l e  and  they  cou ld  no t  escape
t h e  c r u e l  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h i s  t r i b u n a l . T h e i r
l i f e  w a s  s u b m i t t e d ,  l i k e  o t h e r  c o n v e r t s ,  t o
t h e  s c r u t i n y  o f  C a t h o l i c  z e a l o t s .  R e l u c t a n t
t o  s u b m i t  t o  a  l i f e  w i t h o u t  p r i v a c y ,  t h e  f i v e
bro thers  emigra ted  to  France where  the i r  p ro-
f e s s i o n  s e r v e d  t h e m  w e l l .  A  g r a t e f u l  k i n g
c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  t h e m  n o b l e  t i t l e s  w i t h  a l l  i t s
p r i v i l eges  fo r  med ica l  se rv i ces  rende red  to
the Royal House. A c t u a l l y  S p o r t a  f a m i l i e s
a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e
ma jo r i t y  o f  t hem p ro fess  a  l i be ra l  Juda ism.
Some  t i t l ed  Ca tho l i c  f am i l i e s  r es i de  i n
France.

I  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r a c e  m y  a n c e s t r y  b u t  I
c o u l d  n o t  g o  b e y o n d  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r  S a p o r t a ' s
l i f e  a n d  e v e n  a b o u t  h i m  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  m a n y
d e t a i l s .  I  d o  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  h e  d i e d  a t  a g e
8 2  i n  1 9 1 0 .  I  h a v e  h e a r d  m a n y  t i m e s  t h a t  h i s
f a t h e r ,  I s a a c  D a n i e l  S a p o r t a ,  d i e d  l e a v i n g
h i m  a n  o r p h a n  w h e n  h e  w a s  e l e v e n  y e a r s  o l d .
H e  h a d  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  k n o w n  i n  t h e
f a m i l y  a s  " H e r m a n o  Y a c o . "  H e  h a d  a l s o  a
s i s t e r  k n o w n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  " H e r m a n a
6



P a v a .  "  I  i g n o r e  i f  s h e  w a s  o l d e r  t h a n  m y
g r a n d f a t h e r .  M y  G r a n d u n c l e  Y a c o  l i v e d  h i s
a d u l t  l i f e  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  S e r e s  i n  M a c e d o n i a .
I  h a d  a  f e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s e e  h i m  a n d  h i s
w i f e ,  k n o w n  t o  u s  a s  " H e r m a n a  B o n a "  ( N e e
A l c a l a y ) .  O n e  d a u g h t e r  ( t h e y  h a d  n o  s o n s )
w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  L i a o u  S i m h a  a n d  h e r  n a m e  w a s
R i k e t a . A l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  b o t h  b o r n  i n
S e r e s  t h e y  c a m e  t o  l i v e  i n  S a l o n i c a  w h e r e
t h e y  r a i s e d  a  f a m i l y .  A n o t h e r  d a u g h t e r ,
E s t h e r i n a ,  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  S a l o m o n  F a i s  a n d
I  k n e w  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  o n
o c c a s i o n  t h e y  c a m e  o n  a  t r i p  f r o m  S e r e s ,
t h e i r  h o m e  t o w n ,  t o  S a l o n i c a . O n e  o f  t h e m
i n  h i s  m a t u r e  y e a r s  f o u n d  e m p l o y m e n t  a t  t h e
D i s c o u n t  B a n k  i n  G e n e v a .  I z y  F a i s  a n d  h i s
w i f e  R o s i n e  w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  o u r
f e w  r e l a t i v e s  r e s i d i n g  t h e r e .T h e y  a l l  w e r e
f r e q u e n t i n g  t h e  h o u s e  o f  m y  l a t e  s i s t e r ,
M a t h i l d e ,  w h e n  s h e  w a s  r e s i d i n g  i n  G e n e v a
i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  a n d  1 9 6 0 s .  W h e n  I  w a s  a  c h i l d ,
I  r e m e m b e r  v i s i t i n g  w i t h  m y  G r a n d f a t h e r
S a p o r t a ,  m y  f a t h e r  a n d  m y  u n c l e s ,  I s a a c  a n d
P e p p o ,  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  w i d o w e d  H e r m a n a  P a v a ,
s h e  w a s  l i v i n g  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  ( a  d a u g h t e r ? ) .
S h e  w a s  a  d i m i n u t i v e  o l d  l a d y  a n d  o n e  c o u l d
seei n  h e r  r a d i a n t  f a c e  t h e  j o y  s h e  f e l t  t o
s e e  h e r  b r o t h e r  a n d  h e r  n e p h e w s  w i t h  e v i d e n t
h a p p y  f a m i l i e s  v i s i t i n g h e r  i n  t h e  f e s t i v a l s
o f  P e s s a h  a n d  S u c c o t h .  A s  w a s  t h e  c u s t o m
s h e  g a v e  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  a  h a r d  b o i l e d  e g g i  t o
t a k e  h o m e . T h i s  w a s  s y m b o l i c  t h a t  o u r  h o m e s
s h o u l d  b e  f u l l  l i k e  t h e  l i f e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e
e g g .  B e s i d e s  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h i s  g r a n d a u n t  h a d
a  s o n  e x i l e d  f o r  m y s t e r i o u s  r e a s o n s  t o  T r i p o l i
i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  I  k n e w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  h e r
f a m i l y .

M y  g r a n d f a t h e r  r e m a i n e d  a  w i d o w e r  f o r  s o m e -
t i m e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  b r i d e  o f  a
f e w  m o n t h s . H e  m a r r i e d  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  a n d  t h e
n a m e  o f  h i s  w i f e  ( m y  g r a n d m o t h e r )  w a s
M a z a l t o v  H a s s i d ,  p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s  A l h a s s i
w h i c h  i s  a  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  " E l  H a s s i d , "  a n
a n c i e n t  J e w i s h  n a m e  o f  t h e  t i m e s  o f  t h e  M o o r s
f r o m  S p a i n .  S h e  w a s  f o u r t e e n  w h e n  t h e y  h a d
t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d .  T h e y  h a d  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,
s i x  b o y s  a n d  f o u r  g i r l s .  T h e  n a m e s  a r e :
D i a m a n t e ,  I s a a c ,  D a n i e l  ( m y  f a t h e r ) ,  J o s e p h
( k n o w n  a s  P e p p o ) ,  D o u d o u n ,  D a v i d ,  F l o r ,
S a m u e l  ( a t  t i m e s? known as M e l u c c i o ) ,  M a r i e

7



a n d  L e o n .  T h e y  a l l  l i v e d  p a s t  t h e  t h r e e
scores  and ten .  The on ly  except ion  was my
Uncle  Peppo who d ied a t  48 in  1917.  My aunts
Diamante  and Dodoun d ied  in  the i r  n ine t ies .

*  *  *

o n  m y  m o t h e r ' s  f a m i l y  s i d e ,  I  k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e
a b o u t  h e r  p a r e n t ' s  r e l a t i v e s .  I  e v e n  i g n o r e
i f  my Grandfa ther  Benus ig l io  had bro thers  and
s i s t e r s . He marr ied my materna l  grandmother ,
Giudetta Mordoh, and these are the names of the
s ix  ch i ld ren  they  had ,  fou r  boys  and  two
gir ls:  L iaou, Samuel,  Shemtov, Moshon, Rahel
(my mother ) ,  Grass ia .  I  was fo r tunate  enough
to have known a l l  my unc les and aunts  and a l l
my  pa te rna l  and  mate rna l  cous ins .  As  a  ch i ld
I  p layed wi th some of  them.M y  m o t h e r  h a d
cousin named Shemtov Mordoh; he was a self
appointed rabbi who could be seen at weddings,
f une ra l s ,  ec t . .  On  ce r ta i n  days  o f  eve ry  week
he  wen t  to  the  house  o f  re la t i ves  and  f r i ends
to read a few psalms and other  appropr ia te
prayers of  the day. H e  w a s  a  t a c i t u r n  i n d i -
v idua l  who would  s i t  fo r  some t ime and wi thout
u t te r ing  a  word  en joyed s ipp ing  the  co f fee  and
the  swee ts  o f fe red  to  h im  du r ing  these  v i s i t s
for  meager  fees.  Another  cous in  o f  my mother
was Shemtov Saffan. He  was  the  loca l  super -
v isor  o f  the  Standard  Oi l  Company,  ac t ing  in
th is  capac i ty  under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  a  manager
de lega ted  f rom Amer i ca .  H is  fa the r  a t  t he
time I knew him was a retired warehouse manager
( m a g a s i n i e r )  o f  t h e  A l a t i n i  F l o u r  M i l l s .
worked only a couple monthse v e r y  y e a r  a s  m y
Unc le  Isaac 's  and my fa ther ' s  buyer  in  the
town of Gumendja during the months of May to
Ju ly  i n  the  pe r iod  o f  the  cocoon 's  new c rop .
I t  was necessary  then to  lay  out  la rge amounts
of cash money and Liaou Saffan was reputed for
his scrupulous honesty.

My Grandmother  Benus ig l i o  d ied  o f  d iabe tes
a b o u t  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  m y  b i r t h  a t  t h e  a g e  o f
s i x t y .  M y  g r a n d f a t h e r  B e n u s i g l i o  i n  h i s  o l d
age was semi - incapac i ta ted

a n d  n e e d e d  s p e c i a lc a r e s .  H e  c o u l d  n o t  l i v e  i n  t h e  i n t i m a c y  o f
h i s  h o m e  w i t h  a  w o m a n .  ( I  i g n o r e  i f  t h i s  w a s
a  s o c i a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  r u l e  o f  t h a t  t i m e . )
H e  m a r r i e d  T i a  B i n b i n o u ,  a  w i d o w e d  s i s t e r  o fmy Grandmother Saporta.
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A t  t h e  a g e  o f  f o u r ,  s o m e t i m e s  s o o n e r ,  A  c h i l d
s t a r t s  t o  r e g i s t e r  i n  h i s  m i n d  s o m e  i m p r e s s i o n s
a n d  h i s  m e m o r y  k e e p s  t h e  s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  o f  a n
e v e n t . T h e  i m p o r t a n t  h a p p e n i n g s  i n  o u r  f a m i l y
b e f o r e  t h e  y e a r  1 9 0 2  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  r e l a t e d
t o  m e  o r  I  h e a r d  s o m e o n e  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e m .
F r o m  t h a t  t i m e  o n ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e c o r d  i n  m y
m i n d  s o m e  f a c t s  a b o u t  m y s e l f ,  m y  s u r r o u n d i n g s
o r  s o m e  c o n s p i c u o u s  p u b l i c  i n c i d e n t .  P a r t i c u -
l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e  a n d  a t  s u c h  e a r l y
a g e ,  r e m i n i s c e n c e s ,  a l t h o u g h  a c c u r a t e ,  m i g h t
n o t  b e  c i t e d  b y  m e i n  t h e i r  c h r o n o l o g i c a l
s e q u e n c e .

*  *  *

I  h a v e  s o m e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  a n  e a r t h q u a k e
t h a t  k e p t  m o s t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S a l o n i c a
l i v i n g  o u t d o o r s  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s .  M y  g r a n d -
f a t h e r  S a p o r t a  h a d  a  f a c t o r y  n e a r  t h e  s e c t i o n
o f  t o w n  w h e r e  t h e  a r s e n a l  ( t o p h a n e )  w a s
l o c a t e d .  I n  i t  a  f e w  s p i n n i n g  m i l l s  w e r e
o p e r a t e d  w i t h  a  q u a l i t y  o f  d o u b l e  c o c o o n s
( b o u d a l a k )  p r o d u c i n g  a  c o a r s e  s i l k  t h r e a d .
T h e  m a j o r  q u a n t i t y  o f  c o c o o n s  w a s  s o r t e d  i n
t h i s  f a c t o r y  b y  g i r l s  a s  f o r  s i z e ,  c o l o r  a n d
q u a l i t y  a n d  m a d e  r e a d y  f o r  e x p o r t  i n  b a l e s
o f  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s .T h e  f a c t o r y
b u i l d i n g  s u r r o u n d e d  a  h u g e  y a r d .  T e n t s  w e r e
e r e c t e d  o n  i t  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a  l a r g e  c r o w d  o f
r e l a t i v e s ;  i t  w a s  m y  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h
a u n t s ,  c o u s i n s ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  I  c a n  r e c a l l .
F i n a l l y  t h e  t r e m o r s  s u b s i d e d  a n d  e v e r y o n e
r e t u r n e d  h o m e . G e n e r a l l y ,  d a m a g e s  w e r e  c o n -
f i n e d  t o  s o m e  p l a s t e r  c r a c k s  o n  w a l l s  a n d
b r e a k a g e  o f  g l a s s  a n d  c h i n a w a r e .

A m o n g  m y  s o u v e n i r s  o f  t h a t  e v e n t ,  I  w i l l
m e n t i o n  a  t r i v i a l  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  b e c a m e  f o r
m e  e v e n t u a l l y  a  s o u r c e  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  b e h a v i o r  o f  c a t s  a n d  d o g s . I n  a
r e s p i t e  o f  t h e  t r e m o r s ,  m y  f a t h e r ,  m i n d f u l
t h a t  o u r  h o u s e  c a t  w a s  k e p t  i n d o o r s  w i t h o u t
f o o d ,  w e n t  h o m e  a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e  h o u s e  p e t  i n
a  s a c k  t o  h i s  w a r e h o u s e  w h e r e  h e  c o u l d  b e  f e d
w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c a t s  k e p t  t h e r e  o f  n e c e s s i t y
t o  g i v e  c h a s e  t o  m i c e  a n d  r a t s  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e
w o u l d  c r e a t e  h a v o c  d a m a g i n g  p r e c i o u s  m e r -
c h a n d i s e .  U p o n  o u r  r e t u r n  h o m e ,  t h e r e  w a s
o u r  c a t  r o a m i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e .  I n  e s c a p i n g
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f rom the warehouse,  he had covered a consid-
e rab l e  d i s t ance  t h rough  t o r t uous  s t r ee t s  t o
r e t u r  t o  h i s  h a b i t u a l  e n v i r o n m e n t . w h i l e  a
d o g  w i l l  f o l l o w  h i s  m a s t e r  a n y w h e r e ,  a  c a t
w i l l  i g n o r e  t h e  m o s t  f r i e n d l y  p e r s o n  a n d
rema ins  on ly  a t tached  to  h i s  hab i tua l  abodes .

*  *  *

My  b ro the r ,  Jacques ,  was  the  f i r s t  one  o f  us
chi ldren to  be born in  a  house which we owned.
A t  the  dawn o f  t he  new cen tu ry  i n  the  yea r
1900 ,  my  fa ther  bough t  the  p roper ty  fo r  h i s
i nc reas ing  f am i l y .  I t  was  t hen  known  as  t he
Perei ra House,  the name of  the fami ly  who
res ided  t he re  p rev ious l y  and  who  so ld  i t  t o
emigrate from Turkey.

The house was bu i l t  on a large p lo t  between
two  pa ra l l e l  s t r ee t s  and  on  t he  o the r  two  s i des
i t  w a s  f l a n k e d  b y  a n  a d j a c e n t  b u i l d i n g .  T h e
only  ent rance to  the house was f rom one of  the
s t r e e t s .  I t  g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a  p a t i o  w i t h  a
smal l  b looming garden.  A corner  was covered
by  a  pe rgo la  f o rm ing  a  ce i l i ng  o f  wh i t e  roses
i n  f u l l  b l o o m  i n  s e a s o n .  P o t s  p l a n t e d  w i t h
l i l l i es  were  fo rm ing  a  ramp on  each  s ide  o f
the  open  s ta i r s  l ead ing  to  ou r  second  f l oo r
apar tment  cons is t ing  o f  s ix  rooms.  The huge
k i t c h e n  h a d  a n  o v e n  f i t  f o r  a  b a k e r y .  I  r e m e m -
ber my dear mother  busying hersel f  every Thurs-
day af ternoon and Fr iday morning prepar ing
cheese p ies  (pas te l  y  bor recas) ,  bak ing bread
and cooking a var ie ty  of  foods to be consumed
by the fami ly  on the Sabbath .
rooms nearer to the ki tchen had no windows
b u t  o n  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c e i l i n g  i t  h a d  o n e
g lass  open ing  th rough wh ich  a  p recar ious  l igh t
p ie rced  the  darkness .  I t  was  known as  the
dark room ( la  ouda'  scoura)  and i t  served as
s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  t o  t h e  t w o  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  o f
the  house .  Bes ides  the  bed ,  c lose ts  and  t runks

i n t e r n a l  f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s ,  w e  h a d  a c c e s s  t o
t w o  o t h e r  r o o m s  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a  s m a l l  h a l l  o na  t h i r d  f l o o r .

T h e i r  w i n d o w s  w e r e  f a c i n g  t h e
p a t i o  b e l o w  w i t h  i t s  f l o w e r  b e d  a n d  t h e  w a l l
o f  t h e  a d j a c e n t  h o u s e .  A  g a r d e n e r  n a m e d
10



D i m i t r i  w a s  c o m i n g  a  f e w  t i m e s  e v e r y  y e a r  a n d
h e  m a n a g e d  t o  c o v e r  t h i s  w a l l  w i t h  r e d  r o s e s
i n  s e a s o n  a n d  w i t h  i v y  a n d  o t h e r  c l i m b i n g
f o l i a g e  a l l  y e a r  a r o u n d .  T h e s e  t w o  r o o m s
w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  s m a l l  a p a r t m e n t  b y
a d d i n g  a  s m a l l  k i t c h e n  a n d  a  t o i l e t  b y  e r e c t i n g
a  p a r t i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  r o o m .  I t  w a s  f o r m i n g
a n  a n g l e  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  s i d e s  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e
s t r e e t .  T h r o u g h  f o u r  w i n d o w s  i n  a  s o r t  o f
d o r m e r  p r o t r u d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a l l ,  c a l l e d
" s h a y n e e s h e e ,  "  w e  h a d  a  c l e a r  v i e w  o f  t h e
e n t r a n c e  s t r e e t  a n d  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  r o o m  w a s
s o m e w h a t  e x t e n d e d .  F r o m  o u r  s e c o n d  f l o o r  t h e
r e a r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  f r o n t i n g  t h e  o t h e r
s t r e e t .  T h r e e  s t o r e s  b e l o w  o u r  a p a r t m e n t  w e r e
r e n t e d  t o  s m a l l  c r a f t s m e n  a n d  o n  t h i s  s i d e  o u r
h o u s e  h a d  o n l y  t w o  f l o o r s  w h i l e  o n  t h e  e n t r a n c e
s i d e  i t  h a d  t h r e e .  T h r e e  r o o m s  o f  o u r  a p a r t -
m e n t  w e r e  f a c i n ga  h u g e  c o u r t  s u r r o u n d e d  b y
s m a l l  r o o m s . T h e s e  s e r v e d  a s  s h e l t e r  a n d  w o r k -
s h o p s  t o  g y p s i e s  w h o  w e r e  h a m m e r i n g  a l l  d a y
l o n g  f o r g i n g  s m a l l  k i t c h e n  a r t i c l e s .T h i s
c o u r t y a r d  w a s  c a l l e d  " z i n g a n e r i a . " T h e  s a l e
o f  t h e s e  h o u s e h o l d  o b j e c t s p e r m i t t e d  a  m e a g e r
s u b s i s t e n c e  f o r  t h e s e  f o l k ' s  m i s e r a b l e  l i v e s .
T h e i r  w o m e n  w e r e  b e g g i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  P a s s -
o v e r ' s  e v e .  T h e y  w e r e  c o m i n g  t o  J e w i s h  h o m e s
w h e n  b r e a d  a n d  o t h e r  f o o d  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  d u r i n g
t h i s  h o l i d a y  w a s  g i v e n  a w a y  t o  t h e m . E v e n t u -
a l l y ,  t h i s  " z i n g a n e r i a "  w a s  r e p l a c e d  b y  a
f u r n i t u r e  f a c t o r y  e r e c t e d  i n  i t s  p l a c e .  T h i s

b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  l a s t  l o n g ;  i t  w a s  d e s t r o y e d
T h e  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  t h r e a t e n e d

o u r  h o u s e  a t  a  c e r t a i n  m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e  i r o n
s h u t t e r s  o f  t h e  w i n d o w s  f a c i n g  t h e  f i r e  w e r e
c l o s e d ;  t h e y  w e r e  p l a c e d  t h e r e  f o r  s u c h  a n
e m e r g e n c y .  I t  w a s  a  n e a r  m i r a c l e  t h a t  t h e
s t o r e s  i n  t h a t  s t r e e t ,  m o s t l y  w o r k s h o p s  f o r
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c o t t o n  b l a n k e t s ,  w e r e  n o t
a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  h u g e  f i r e .  F r o m  t h e  w i n d o w s
o f  a  " s h a y n e e s h e e "  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  l o c a t e d  b e -
t w e e n  t w o  b e d r o o m s ,  w e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  w a t c h i n g ,
w h e n  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  a t  p l a y ,  t h e  d a y ' s  l i v e l y
s c e n e  a n d  t h e  q u i e t  d e s e r t e d  s t r e e t  a t  n i g h t .
A n o t h e r  s p e c t a c l e  t h a t  d e l i g h t e d  u s  a n d  w e
l i k e d  w a t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  w i n d o w s  w a s  w h e n ,  o n
t h e  l a s t  t w o  d a y s  o f  R a m a d a n  b e f o r e  t h e
M o s l e m  f e a s t  o f  B a y r a m ,  T u r k i s h  s h e p h e r d s
w e r e  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  h e r d s  o f  s h e e p  t o  t h e
c i t y . O n  a w a k e n i n g  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  I  w a s
s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  f r o m  t h e  " s h a y n e e s h e e "  o f
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our par lor  room, the whole street  occupied
by the herds of sheep making monotonous noise
wi th  the i r  incessant  "beh. "
during the day, a customer would single out a

Every once in a whi le

sheep that had'  s t ruck  h is  fancy  and a f te r  a  pr ice
was agreed with the shepherd, the new owner would
go wi th his sheep.I t  w o u l d b e  s a c r i f i c e d  o n
Bayram and the meat consumed by his family.
During the feast the Turkish stores remained
closed and the deserted street was white with
l ime that  the heal th  author i t ies  had used to
d i s i n f e c t  t h e  d i r t  l e f t  b y  t h e  h e r d .

*  *  *

I do not know under what circumstances my father
rented one bedroom, a couple years after he
bought the house, to my dear mother's brother,
Shemtov, married to Rahel Revah.H e  a n d  m y
father had been fr iends and companions in their
bachelor days. The tenancy of the couple dia
not last long because my Uncle Shemtov got sick
and died af ter  a short  t ime. I  do remember th is
period wel l  because during the funeral and the
seven days of mourning (Shivah), I was staying
at my Uncle Isaac's house; my parents did not
want thei r  chi ldren to be confronted wi th sad
events.

T h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  a p a r t m e n t  w a s  f i r s t  r e n t e d  t o  a
p l e a s a n t  c o u p l e ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  S a m u e l  A f i a s ,
w i t h  w h o m  m y  p a r e n t s  e n t e r t a i n e d  f r i e n d l y  r e -
l a t i o n s .  A f t e r  o n e  y e a r  t h e y  m o v e d  t o  m o r e  a m p l e
q u a r t e r s .  T h e  n e x t  t e n a n t s  w e r e  m y  U n c l e  Y a c o
A s s a e l  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  G r a s s i a ;  s h e  w a s  m y
d e a r  m o t h e r ' s  y o u n g e s t  a n d  o n l y  s i s t e r .
S h e  w a s  a  s w e e t  d e a r  l a d y  a n d  I  w i l l  h a v e
o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  c o u p l e
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  n a r r a t i v e .  T h e y  n e v e r
h a d  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e i r  o w n  a n d  a l l  t h e i r
a f f e c t i o n  w a s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  n e p h e w s  a n d
n i e c e s .  M y  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  b e i n g
n e a r e r ,  w e  h a d  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  i t .

The  house  had  ano the r  apa r tmen t  l oca ted  i n
a  s e m i - e l e v a t e d  b a s e m e n t .  I t  w a s  o c c u p i e d
b y  a  f a m i l y  w h o  d i d  n o t  p a y  r e n t  b u t  t h e
woman  o f  t he  househo ld  was  coming  to  us  up -
s ta i r s  two  days  a  week ,  on  Sunday  andMonday,t o  w o r k  a s  a  l a u n d r e s s .

s u c c e s s i v e l y  t w o  s u c h  f a m i l i e s  a s  o u rWe had
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t e n a n t s . T h e  f i r s t  o n e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a
c o u p l e  w i t h  a n  a d u l t  d a u g h t e r .  T h e  g i r l
w a s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a  m a n  w i t h o u t  t h e
a p p r o v a l  o f  h e r  p a r e n t s . T o  d i s s u a d e  h e r
o f  h e r  i n f a t u a t i o n ,  h e r  m o t h e r  p e r f o r m e d
s o m e  a c t s  o f  s o r c e r y .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  t h e
o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  a f f a i r  b u t ,  I  d o  t h i n k  n o w ,
t h a t  t h e s e  i n c i d e n c e s  o f  s o r c e r i e s  w e r e
r e m n a n t s  o f  t w o  c e n t u r i e s  o f  o b s c u r a n t i s m
f o l l o w i n g  S a b e t a y  S e v i ' s  d e a t h . The man
o f  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  e m p l o y e d  a s  a  g a t e  k e e p e r
a t  a  p o i n t  o f  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  H i s  d u t i e s
c o n s i s t e d  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  a  s m a l l  m u n i c i p a l
t a x  o n  w h e a t  a n d  o t h e r  g r a i n  e n t e r i n g  t h e
c i t y . H e  w a s  n o t  a  m u n i c i p a l  e m p l o y e e  b u t
h e  w a s  a c t i n g  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  a  c o l l e c t o r
f o r  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  a  m e r c h a n t  w h o  h a d  b o u g h t
t h e  r i g h t s  t o  c o l l e c t  t h i s  t a x  a t  a  y e a r l y
a u c t i o n  p r o m o t e d  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h i s
m a n ,  L i a o u  S t r o u t i ,  w a s  v e r y  d e v o t e d  t o  m y
f a t h e r  a n d  v e r y  p a r t i a l  t o  m y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s .
H e  s a t  t h e  c h i l d  o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r s  a n dp a r a d e d
t h i s  w a y  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e .
A f t e r  a  f e w  y e a r s  t h i s  f a m i l y  m o v e d  o u t
f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  i m p r o v e d  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n .
A n o t h e r  c o u p l e  w i t h  a n  a d u l t  s o n  m o v e d  i n  t h e
v a c a t e d  a p a r t m e n t .  T h e  w o m a n ,  t h e  s a m e  a s
h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  w a s  o u r  l a u n d r e s s .  H e
w o r k e d  a s  a  t a i l o r  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  s i t t i n g  o n
t h e  f l o o r  f a k i r  s t y l e .  H i s  w o r k  c o n s i s t e d
i n  s e w i n g  o r n a m e n t a l  c o r d o n s  c o n t r a s t i n g  i n
c o l o r  w i t h  t h e  c l o t h  o f  t i g h t  l e g g e d  b u t
o t h e r w i s e  b a g g y  p a n t a l o o n s .  T h e s e  w e r e
p o p u l a r  a m o n g  e l e g a n t  T u r k s .  P a n t s  s h a p e d
t h i s  w a y  b u t  o f  c h e a p e r  c l o t h  w i t h o u t  t h e
f a n c y  c o r d o n s  w e r e  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l o t h e s  o f
T u r k s  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  J e w s .
T h e  y o u n g  m a n  i n  t h i s  h o u s e h o l d  w a s  e m p l o y e d
a s  a  p o r t e r  ( h a m m a l )  i n  m y  f a t h e r ' s  w a r e -
h o u s e .  H e  w a s  p a i d  a  h a l f  p o u n d  a  w e e k
( a b o u t  $ 2 . 5 0 ) .  W i t h  t h i s  i n c o m e  h e  l i v e d
m o r e  o r  l e s s  c o m f o r t a b l y  a n d  m a n a g e d  a  c e r -
t a i n  e l e g a n c e  i n  c l o t h i n g  E u r o p e a n  s t y l e ,
i n  h i s  l e i s u r e  t i m e .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s
d r e s s e d  u p  E u r o p e a n  s t y l e  o f  t h e  l a t e s t
f a s h i o n  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  o l d e r  m e n  w h o  w e r e
w e a r i n g  a  r o b e  c a l l e d  " a n t a r e e . "  A  s i l k
o r  w o o l  b e l t  c o n t r a s t i n g  i n  c o l o r  w i t h  t h e
r o b e  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t

1 3



o f  t h e  b o d y  a r o u n d  t h e  w a i s t l i n e .  o n  t o p
o f  t h e  r o b e  t h e y  w o r e  a  l i g h t  c a f t a n  d u r i n g
t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  a n d  t h e y  c a l l e d  i t
" a j u b e n . "F o r  w i n t e r  w e a r  i t  w a s  o f
h e a v i e r  c l o t h  l i n e d  u p  w i t h  f u r ;  t h i s  c o m -
p l e t e d  t h e  w a r d r o b e  o f  t h e s e  e l d e r l y  a n d
c o n s e r v a t i v e  J e w s . T h e i r  h e a d  w a s  c o v e r e d
w i t h  a  r e d  f e z  w i t h  a  b l a c k  t a s s e l .
R e l i g i o u s  J e w s  w e r e  n e v e r  b a r e - h e a d e d ,  i n
t h e  h o u s e  t h e y  w o r e  a  w h i t e  y a r m u k l e  c a l l e d
" h a r a t c h i n " ;  o n e  n e v e r  k n o w s  w h e n  t h e
E t e r n a l  h a s  t o  b e  i n v o k e d  a n d  h i s  n a m e  s h o u l d
n o t  b e  p r o n o u n c e d  w i t h  a n  u n c o v e r e d  h e a d .

W o m e n  w e r e  w e a r i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  P a r i s i a n
f a s h i o n s  b u t  e l d e r l y  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  w o m e n
w e r e  w e a r i n g  a  r o b e  o p e n e d  u p  a t  t h e  c h e s t .
T h i s  p a r t  w a s  c o v e r e d  b y  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s
e l a b o r a t e  p l a s t r o n  s o m e t i m e s  m a d e  o f  e x p e n -
s i v e  l a c e  o r  o f  c o a r s e  l i n e n ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n
t h e  r i c h e r  o r  p o o r e r  w e a r e r .  O n  t o p  o f  t h e
r o b e  f o r  o u t s i d e  w e a r  a n o t h e r  g a r m e n t  m a d e
o f  h e a v y  s i l k  c a l l e d  " s a y o "  d e n o t e d  t h e
s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  w e a r e r .  B e l o w  t h e
w a i s t l i n e  a n  a p r o n  w a s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  r o b e
a n d  t h e s e  t h r e e  g a r m e n t s  w e r e  l o n g  e n o u g h
t o  c o v e r  t h e  a n k l e s  o f  t h e  l a d i e s  w e a r i n g
t h e m  t h u s  s a v i n g  t h e i r  m o d e s t y  i n  f r o n t  o f
t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  s t r a n g e r s  i n
t h e  o u t s i d e .

I n  s u m m e r  t h e y  w o r e  a  b o l e r o
c a l l e d  " c a p i t a n a "  a n d  i n  w i n t e r  a  t h r e e
q u a r t e r  c o a t  l i n e d  u p  w i t h  f u r .  T h e  h e a d  o f
a  J e w i s h  w o m a n  h a d  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  a t  a l l  t i m e s
a n d  f o r  h o u s e w e a r  t h e y  u s e d  a  t h i n  m u l t i c o l o r
h a n d k e r c h i e f  f o l d e d  t o  f o r m  a  t r i a n g l e  f i t  t o
c o v e r  t h e  h a i r  e n t i r e l y  a n d  i t  w a s  c a l l e d
" m o o m e e . "  F o r  o u t e r  w e a r  t h e y  u s e d  a  h e a d -
g e a r  c a l l e d  " t o c a d o . "  I t  w a s  f o r m e d  b y  a
s a c k  o f  l i g h t  g r e e n  s i l k  i n  w h i c h  t h e  b r a i d e d
h a i r  w e r e  c o n c e a l e d .  I t  w a s  h a n g i n g  o n  t h e
s c r u f f  a n d  t h e  b a c k  f o r  t h i r t y  o r  t h i r t y - f i v e
i n c h e s .  T h i s  o b l o n g  s a c k  w a s  f i n i s h e d  a t  t h e
e n d  b y  a  s t i f f  v e l v e t  s q u a r e  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h
b a r o q u e  o r  s e e d  p e a r l s  a n d  a  f l a t  t a s s e l  o f
g r e e n  s i l k  t h r e a d s  w a s  h a n g i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

T h e  s a c k  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  v e i l  c l o t h
l a y i n g  f l a t  o n  t h e  h e a d  a n d  c o v e r i n g  p a r to f  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .

w a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  p u l l i n g  b a c k w a r d s  t h i s
r i d i c u l o u s  h e a d g e a r  a n d  t h e  l a d i e s  w e r e
c a r r y i n g  a  p i e c e  o f  c a r p e n t e r ' s  g l u e .
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E v e r y t i m e  t h e i r  " t o c a d o "  w a s  s l i p p i n g  b a c k ,
w i t h  a  w e t  f i n g e r  a n d  t h e  g l u e  t h e y  f i x e d  i t
o n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .  B o t h  o f  m y  p a t e r n a l  a n d
m a t e r n a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s  u s e d  t h e s e  a n t i q u e
w e a r i n g  a p p a r e l ,  a s  d i d  t h e  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e
J e w i s h  b o u r g e o i s .

*  *  *

M y  b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  w a s  b o r n  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  t h e
death o f  my Uncle  Shemtov and he was named
a f t e r  h i m .  ( S e m  i s  a  d i m i n u t i v e  o f  S h e m t o v . )
M y  d e a r  m o t h e r ,  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  b e a r  t o  c a l l
h e r  b a b y  b y  t h a t  n a m e  a f t e r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h e r
b r o t h e r ,  r e c e n t l y  s t a r t e d  t o  c a l l  h i m
" F r a t e l l i . " T h i s  i s  h o w  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  b y
e v e r y b o d y  u n t i l  h i s  s t u d e n t  y e a r s  i n  M i l a n ,
w h e n  o f  n e c e s s i t y  h e  r e s u m e d  h i s  r e a l  n a m e  o f
Shemtov.

T h e  b i r t h  o f  m y  b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h
a n  e p i d e m i c  o f  t y p h o i d  a f f e c t i n g  f o r  t h e  m o s t
p a r t  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .  M y  p a r e n t s  h a d  a  h a r d
t i m e  c a r i n g  f o r  u s . M y  U n c l e  Y a c o  w i t h  m y
A u n t  G r a s s i a  d e v o t e d  t h e i r  b e s t  c a r e s i  f o r  t h e
l a s t  b o r n  F r a t e l l i .  W h e n  m y  b a b y  b r o t h e r  w a s
w e l l  a g a i n ,  h e  b e c a m e  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  p e t
c h i l d .D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  d i s e a s e
p r e v a i l e d ,  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  w a s  b o i l e d  a n d
o t h e r  h y g i e n i c  s t a n d a r d s  w e r e  a d o p t e d . F O r
a  t i m e  i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a n  a n o n y m o u s  b a k e r
w a s  t h e  c a r r i e r  o f  t h e  t y p h u s  g e r m .  T a k i n g
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  a  m o d e r n  b a k e r y
k n o w n  a s  t h e  " F o r n o  d e  F r a n c e s "  s t a r t e d
b u s i n e s s .  O u r  d i s t r i b u t o r  f o r  t h i s  b r e a d
b a k e d  w i t h  s a n i t a r y  m e t h o d s  w a s  a  r u b i c u n d
l i t t l e  f a t  m a n  n a m e d  M a t t e o .  T h e  f r e s h
l o a v e s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  i n  t w o  h u g e  h a m p e r s  b y  a
d o n k e y .  T h e  s u p p l y  d u r i n g  m o r n i n g  h o u r s
n e c e s s i t a t e d  r e n e w a l  a s  t h e  s u p p l y  w a s  e x -
h a u s t e d .  N o w  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  I  s e e  M a t t e o  a s
a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  o f  T u v i a  t h e  m i l k m a n ,  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  o f  " T h e  F i d d l e r  o n  t h e  R o o f . "  T h e i r
c o m m o n  t r a i t  c o n s i s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  d a u g h t e r s  o f
m a r r y i n g  a g e  a n d  b o t h  r e l i e d  o n  l u c k  t o  s e e
t h e m  h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d .  T h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  d i d  n o t
o f f e r  a  f a i r  c h a n c e  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  d o w r i e s  b y
d e l i v e r i n g  m i l k  o r  b r e a d .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e -
t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c h a r a c t e r s w a s  t h a t  o u r  b a k e r
l a c k e d  t h e  e x u b e r a n c e  o f  T u v i a  a n d  w a s  r a t h e r
m o r o s e  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  h i s  c u s t o m e r s .
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T h e  f i c t i o n  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t h e  r e a l  M a t t e o
w e r e  t w o  l o v a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s .

* * *

J e w i s h  m o t h e r s  i n  S a l o n i c a  w e r e  p u t t i n g  t h e i r
b a b i e s  t o  s l e e p  s i n g i n g  t o  t h e m  l u l l a b i e s  i n
c o l o r f u l  a r c h a i c  S p a n i s h .  W h e n  t h e i r  o f f -
s p r i n g s  w e r e  a  f e w  m o n t h s  o l d ,  p a r e n t s  i n  t h e
s a m e  l a d i n o  j a r g o n ,  p l a y f u l l y  c u d d l e d  t h e m
w i t h  t h e s e  v e r s e s  h a l f  m e l o d y  a n d  h a l f
r e c i t a t i o n : T o r a h ,  T o r a h ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e
b a b y  o r  c h i l d )  w i l l  g o  t o  s c h o o l  w i t h  b r e a d
a n d  c h e e s e  a n d  t h e  b o o k  t i g h t  t o  h i s  c h e s t .
W h e r e  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  c h i l d  o f  G o d ?
I  a m  g o i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e  l a w  o f  G o d .
G o d  k e e p  y o u  a n d  y o u r  m o t h e r  a n d  y o u r  f a t h e r
w h o  i s  a  g o o d  J e w  a n d  t h e  m i d w i f e  w h o  a t
b i r t h  a s s i s t e d  y o u .
I  w a s  r e a r e d  i n  t h i s  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  r e v e r e n c e
f o r  G o d  a n d  I  h e a r d  m y  p a r e n t s  r e p e a t i n g  t h e
s a m e  t u n e  f o r  e a c h  o n e  o f  m y  b r o t h e r s .
S i n c e  t h a t  e a r l y  a g e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  d e d i c a t i n g
t h e i r  s o n s  t o  a  l i f e  o f  w o r k  t o  e a r n  a
l i v i n g  ( b r e a d  a n d  c h e e s e  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e
s t a p l e s  t o  s u s t a i n  l i f e )  a n d  t o  a  l i f e  o f
l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  L a w  ( T o r a h )  c o n t a i n e d
i n  t h e  B o o k .  T h i s  w a s  m y  f i r s t  n o t i o n  o f
God  and  i t s  l aw . I  h a v e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f
t h e  t i m e  I  w a s  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  o l d .  M y
G r a n d f a t h e r  B e n u s i g l i o  g r e e t e d  t h e  v i s i t  o f
h i s  g randch i l d ren  w i th  a  me lody  whose
a p p r o x i m a t e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k et h i s :

Abraham venera ted  ances to r  and  be loved  fa the r
a s  y o u  w e n t  o u t  y o u  s a w  s u n s h i n e . . . . .
T h i s  w a s  m y  f i r s t  n o t i o n  o f  a n  a n c e s t o r
c a l l e d  A b r a h a m .  I  k e p t  h e a r i n g  m o r e  a n d
m o r e  o f  G o d  b u t  i n  m y  c h i l d i s h  m i n d  I  w a s
t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h o  h e  w a s .  W h e r e  w a s
he ,  th i s  God  tha t  eve rybody  seemed to
i m p l o r e ?  H e  i n s p i r e d  m e  w i t h  m o r e  f e a r  t h a nl o v e .

I  i m i t a t e d  m y  f a t h e r  i n  h i s  m o t i o n s  w h e n  h e
r e c i t e d  h i s  p r a y e r s  e v e r y  m o r n i n g .  I  f e l t
a  s e n s e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  I  c o u l d  n o t
a t t a c h  p h y l a c t e r i e s  a r o u n d  m y  a r m  a n d  p l a c e
t h e  l i t t l e  s q u a r e  b o x  o n  m y  f o r e h e a d .
s a y i n g  " k a d o s h "  a l o u d  a n d  e l e v a t i n g  m y s e l fI  w a s
o n  m y  t o e s  w i t h  a  j e r k y  m o v e  w i t h  c l o s e d
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eyes? L a t e r  o n  I  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h i s  i s
c a u s e d  b y  t h e  f e r v o r  i n  b e s e e c h i n g  G o d  s a y i n g
" t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  f u l l  w i t h  H i s  g l o r y . "

*  * *

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  M a c e d o n i a  c o n s i s t e d  o f  T u r k s ,
G r e e k s  a n d  B u l g a r s . T o  t h i s ,  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i -
t i e s  o f  m i x e d  e t h n i c  o r i g i n  c o u l d  b e  a d d e d .
I n  S a l o n i c a  a  p r e p o n d e r a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e
p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  J e w i s h .  F r o m  t h i s  c i t y  a  f e w
h u n d r e d  A l b a n i a n s  w e r e  s h i f t i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h
a c c o r d i n g  t o  s e a s o n  t o  t h e i r  v i l a y e t  i n
A l b a n i a .  S o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  H a l v a d j i s ,  ( t h e y
w e r e  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  h a l v a )  a n d
w e r e  r e s i d i n g  i n  S a l o n i c a  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r
m o n t h s . I n  t h e  s p r i n g  t h e y  w e r e  r e p l a c e d  i n
t h e  s a m e  s t o r e  b y  s o m e o n e  e l s e  f r o m  t h e  s a m e
v i l a y e t  w h o  m a d e  o n l y  y o g o u r t  ( h a l v a  w a s  n o t
c o n s u m e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s ) .  I n  a l l
s e a s o n s  t h e y  k e p t  t h e  s t o r e  o p e n  u n t i l  l a t e
a t  n i g h t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e v e n  s l e p t  i n  t h e
p l a c e . S o m e  o f  t h e m  w o r k e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r
s a w i n g  l o g s  f o r  p r o v i d e n t  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e
p r e p a r i n g  a  s u p p l y  t o  b u r n  i n  s t o v e s  d u r i n g
t h e  c o l d  s e a s o n .  A l b a n i a n  b o y s  o f  t e n  o r
t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  h o u s e s
t o  s e r v e  a s  e r r a n d  b o y s  a n d  o t h e r  m e n i a l
j o b s  f o r  t h e i r  k e e p  a n d  a  m e a g e r  p a y . T h e y
w e r e  t r e a t e d  k i n d l y  b y  t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s  a n d
i t  w a s  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  t h e m  t h a n  i n  t h e
h o m e  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  i n  A l b a n i a  w h e r e  t h e y
h a d  t o  s u f f e r  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  t h e  c o l d  w e a t h e r .
W e  e m p l o y e d  s u c h  a  b o y  f o r  a  f e w  s e a s o n s ,  o u r
s u p p l y  o f  l o g s  w a s  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ;
t h e y  w e r e  c u t  t o  s i z e  b y  A l b a n i a n  " y u r u k e s "
o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e y
w e r e  n e a t l y  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  l o c a t e d  i n
t h e  b a s e m e n t  a p a r t m e n t . T h i s  s u p p l y  o f  l o g s
w a s  e n o u g h  t o  f e e d  f o u r  s t o v e s  t o  w a r m  o u r
a p a r t m e n t ;  i t  s e r v e d  a l s o  a s  f u e l  f o r  t h e  o v e n
i n  o u r  k i t c h e n .  A  f u n n y  e x p e r i e n c e  e x i s t e d
w h e n  w e  t h o u g h t  o f  h e a r i n g  s u s p i c i o u s  n o i s e s
c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  v a c a n t  b a s e m e n t .  M y  f a t h e r
w o u l d  g o  d o w n s t a i r s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  m e  a n d  m y
b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ;  a r m e d  w i t h  a  l o g  w e  t h o u g h t
o f  s u r p r i s i n g a  b u r g l a r . O u r  f e a r s  n e v e r
m a t e r i a l i z e d ;  i t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a  c a t  r o a m i n g
a r o u n d  w h o  h a d  u p s e t  s o m e  o b j e c t  i n  t h e
v a c a n t  a p a r t m e n t  u s e d  a s  s t o r a g e  f o r  d i s -
c a r d e d  a r t i c l e s .
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The Jews of Salonica formed a compact block
o f  more  than  one  ha l f  o f  t he  c i t y  popu la t i on
o f  180 ,000 .  I t  was  the  on l y  g roup  tha t  was
n o t  a  c a u s e  o f  t r o u b l e  f o r  t h e  r u l i n g  T u r k s .
The  Jews  we re  l e f t  f r ee  t o  a t t end  t o  t he i r
r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .
A l l  t he  e thn i c  g roups  we re  i n ten t  t o  c rea te
inc iden ts  and  des t roy  fo re ign  p roper ty  to
force the in tervent ion o f  o ther  governments
f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r
na t i ona l s  l i v i ng  i n  Tu rkey . Bands  o f  Bu lgar -
ians and Greek rebels  ca l led "comi tad j is "  were
roaming the mountainous countryside and
harass ing the author i t ies  wi th  armed sk i rmishes
and  bomb ings  in  the  c i t i es .  They  were  f i gh t ing
for an independent Macedonia.  Kidnapping of
persons  fo r  ransom was  no t  unusua l .  I  v i v id l y
remember such an occurrence: A brother- in- law
of my Uncle Isaac Saporta was abducted by
Bu lgar ian  comi tad j i s  dur ing  a  bus iness  t r ip
in the mountainous region of  Macedonia.  No
wonder Judah Yacoel was seized as a hostage:
he was also a brother- in- law of  Jacques Nissim
Pasha who was an inf luent ia l  medical  doctor  in
the army.  The abductors expected a r ich
ransom to  be  pa id  fo r  h is  re lease .  A  reg iment
of soldiers was dispatched to comb the
mountains and run down the kidnappers.

A f t e ra  few days  o f  anx ie ty  fo r  h i s  fami l y  the
p r i sone r  was  re leased .  I t  was  sa id  a t  t ha t
t ime tha t  the  p r i ce  o f  one  thousand tu rk ish
gold  pounds was pa id  for  h is  safe  re turn.
Following his release, Yudah Yacoel was
employed as buyer in the town of Gumendja a
couple months every year  at  the t ime of  thenew crop of cocoons.

I n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  h e  w a s
act ing for  the account  of  my Uncle Isaac andfor  my fa ther .

*  *  *

Since  I  can  remember ,  my  fa the r  had  h i s  ma in
w a r e h o u s e  a n d  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  " I s h t e e r a "  s e c -t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .

A n  e n c l o s u r e  i n  t h e  w a r e -
h o u s e  w a s  t h e  o f f i c e .  I t  w a s  l a r g e  e n o u g h
to  con ta i n  two  desks ,  two  sa fes  and  a  f ewc h a i r s .

One o f  the  desks  was permanent ly
occup ied  by  my  Unc le  Dav id  du r ing  o f f i ce
h o u r s  w h o  h a d  a t  h i s  r i g h t  o n e  o f  t h e  s a f e s .
The  ma in  p roduc t  s to red  in  th i s  warehouse
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w a s  c o t t o n .  I t  a r r i v e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  m o s t l y
f r o m  S e r e s  a n d  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  M a c e d o n i a
w h e r e  i t  w a s  c u l t i v a t e d . I t  w a s  s o l d  t o
o t h e r  m e r c h a n t s ,  t o  t h e  S i d e s  c o t t o n  m i l l s
a n d  a t  r e t a i l  o n e  b a l e  h e r e ,  t w o  b a l e s
t h e r e  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  c o t t o n  b l a n k e t s .
A n o t h e r  q u a l i t y  o f  c o t t o n  r e c e i v e d  f r o m
A m e r i c a  c o n s i s t e d  o f  l a y e r s  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t
c o n t a i n e d  n e a t l y  i n  p a c k a g e s  i n  c o m p r e s s e d
b a l e s .  I t  w a s  s o l d  t o  c r a f t s m e n  f o r  t h e
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  l i n e d  u p  w i t h  l a y e r s
o f  c o t t o n .  I  s e e  m y  U n c l e  D a v i d  e x p l a i n i n g
t o  c u s t o m e r s  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e s e  l a y e r s  o f
co t ton  (bou pambouk douroudan dourouya
m i n t a n l a r a  y e d e d j e k ) .  T h e y  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t
o n e s  i n  S a l o n i c a  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  q u a l i t y
a n d  t h e i r  p i o n e e r  w o r k  c o n s i s t e d  i n  g i v i n g
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  b u y e r s  h o w  t o  u s e  t h i s
p r o d u c t  w h i c h  s a v e d  t h e  u s e r s  e f f o r t s  a n d
t i m e . A n o t h e r  i n s i d e  m a n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  w a s
Y u s s e  D a s s a ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  b o o k -
k e e p i n g .  H e  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  m y  A u n t  D o u d o u n ,
a  s i s t e r  o f  m y  f a t h e r .  H i s  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s
i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d u e s  t o  t h e  f i r m
o n  F r i d a y .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  d a y  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y
t r a n s a c t i o n s  f o r  c a s h  c o n c l u d e d  d u r i n g  t h e
w e e k  w e r e  s e t t l e d . The  banks  were  ve ry  busy
on  F r i day  and  as  t he  Sabba th  was  app roach ing ,
e v e r y o n e  w a s  r u s h i n g  t o  f i n i s h  u p  t h e  c o l l e c -
t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  a t  h a n d .  E v e r y  a d u l t
J e w  w a s  r u s h i n g  b e f o r e  s u n s e t  t o  b a r b e r  s h o p s
t o  g e t  a  s h a v e  a n d  t o  t h e  " k a l o u p t c h e e "  t o
p u t  h i s  f e z  i n  s h a p e  a s  t o  h a v e  a  n e a t
a p p e a r a n c e  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h .  I t  w a s  t i m e  a l s o
t o  p i c k  u p  p l a s t r o n s  a n d  s h i r t  c o l l a r s
b r o u g h t  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  t o  b e  s t a r c h e d .
I n  s h o r t  a  f e v e r i s h  p i t c h  s e e m e d  t o  p e r v a d e
t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  q u i e t  o f  t h e
Sabbath (Shabath Menouha) .

M y  f a t h e r  h a d  a n o t h e r  w a r e h o u s e  i n  t h e
" I s h t e e r a "  a n d  i t  s e r v e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  o f  w h e a t
a n d  o t h e r  g r a i n .  I t  w a s  o p e n e d  o n l y  t o  r e -
c e i v e  m e r c h a n d i s e  o r  f o r  s h i p m e n t  a b r o a d  o r
f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  a  b u y e r ' s  p l a c e  l o c a l l y .
A n o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  w a s  c o n c e n -
t r a t e d  i n  a  s t o r e  l o c a t e d  a l m o s t  i n  f r o n t  o f
t h e  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  v e r y  n e a r  t o  o u r  h o u s e .
I t  w a s  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  s t o r a g e
a n d  t h e  s a l e  o f  c o t t o n  b l a n k e t s . T h i s  s t o r e
w a s  n e a r  a l s o  t o  a n  a d j a c e n t  s t r e e t  w h e r e  t h e
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c a r d i n g  o f  c o t t o n  w a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  d i f f e r -
e n t  s t o r e s .?  I t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  s t r e e t  w h e r e  t h e
r e a r  o f  o u r  h o u s e  w a s  l o c a t e d  a n d ,  a s  t h e
s t r e e t s  h a d  n o  n a m e s ,  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  " T h e
C a r d i n g  S t r e e t  "  ( L a  C a l e j a  d e  L o s  A l a t c h e s ) .
F rom ou r  w indows ,  we  k ids  were  wa tch ing  the
a c t i v i t i e s  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e s e  s h o p s .The
a r t i s a n s  f o r  t h e  c a r d i n g  o f  c o t t o n  w e r e  a l l
Turks .T h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  i n t r i c a t e
m a c h i n e r y  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k  d o n e  e n t i r e l y  b y  h a n d .
T h e y  h a d  a  l o n g  c o n t r a p t i o n ,  a  s o r t  o f  w o o d e n
a r c  i n  w h i c h  a  w i r e  w a s  a t t a c h e d  a t  t h e  t w o
ends.T h e  c r a f t s m a n  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  f l o o r  w a s
h o l d i n g  t h e  c o n t r a p t i o n  w i t h  o n e  h a n d  a n d  w i t h
a  heavy  round  b lock  on  the  o ther  hand  he  was
h i t t i n g  o n  t h e  w i r e  o n  t o p  o f  a  c e r t a i n
q u a n t i t y  o f  r a w  c o t t o n .  I t  w a s  v e r y  h a r d  w o r k

T h e
m a t e r i a l  w a s  r e a d y  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  b l a n k e t ;  i t
was  then  necessa ry  to  sew the  en t i r e  su r face
i n  i n t r i c a t e  d e s i g n s  a n d  t h i s  l a s t  j o b  w a s
d o n e  b y  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  s e w i n g .  T h e
s to re  on  Mun ic ipa l i t y  S t ree t  was  des igna ted
as "Dav id  A.  Sapor ta ,  Depot  de  Couver tures"
a l t h o u g h  t o t a l l y  o w n e d  b y  t h e  f i r m  D a n i e l  A B .
Sapor ta .  I t  was  managed by  a  very  capab le

H e  w a s  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  f l o o r  s e w i n g
b lanke ts  w i t h  two  o the r  suba l t e rns  who  ca l l ed
h i m  " o o s t a a "  ( s u p e r v i s o r ) .  H e  w a s  a l s o  i n
cha rge  o f  t he  sa les . I  c a n n o t  r e f r a i n  o f
th inking now how progressive we have been in
the  l as t  f i f t y  yea rs  when  mach ines  have  re -
p laced  work  done  by  hand  i n  t he  pas t .  Tube r -
culosis was rampant among Turk workers who
were  absorb ing  co t ton  dus t  con t inua l l y .

* *  *

A  r e g i m e  o f  c a p i t u l a t i o n s  i n  T u r k e y  c o n s i s t e d
o f  a  s e t  o f  p r i v i l e g e s  a n d  p o w e r s  r e s e r v e d  b y
s o m e  w e s t e r n  n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s
r e s i d i n g  i n  T u r k i s h  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e  p r e v a i l i n g
p o l i c y  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  t o  a v o i d
i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  f o r e i g n e r s .  T h e  s c h e m e
u s e d  b y  t h e  c o m i t a d j i s  w a s  t o  d e s t r o y  p r o p e r t y
t o  f o r c e  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  g o v e r n -
m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f
t h e i r  n a t i o n a l s  l i v i n g  i n  T u r k e y .

A m o n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  w a s  t h e  o n e  p e r m i t t i n g
A u s t r i a ,  E n g l a n d ,  F r a n c e  a n d  I t a l y  t o  o p e r a t e
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p o s t  o f f i c e s  i n  T u r k e y  w i t h  e x t r a  t e r r i t o r i a l
p o w e r s . W e  h a d  f o u r  s u c h  p o s t  o f f i c e s  i n  S a l o n i c a ,
e a c h  o n e  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  f l a g  o f  i t s  r e s p e c t i v e
c o u n t r y ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  m a i l ,  s e l l i n g  s t a m p s  a n d
t r a n s a c t i n g  p o s t a l  b u s i n e s s  a s  d o n e  i n  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y .

T h e  T u r k i s h  p o s t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  l e s si  t h a n
p e r f e c t .  T h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  m a i l  w a s
h a m p e r e d  w i t h  g o o d  r e a s o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  s t r e e t s
h a d  n o  n a m e s  e x c e p t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a v e n u e s  a n d
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  n o t  n u m b e r e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,
o u r  h o u s e  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  " t h e  s e c o n d  f r o m  t h e
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  f a c i n g  t h e  m u n i c i p a l
b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  r i g h t . " T h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e
m a i l  t o  b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  p r o c e e d e d  m o r e
o r  l e s s  r e g u l a r l y .  A n y w a y ,  t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  b u l k
m a i l  r e n t e d  a  b o x  a t  t h e  T u r k i s h  p o s t  o f f i c e .

T h e  t e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e  w a s  a d m i n i s t r a t e d  b y  t h e
T u r k i s h  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  f a i r  e f f i c i e n c y . I
r e m e m b e r  t h e  d a i l y  d e l i v e r y  o f  t e l e g r a m s  a t  m y
f a t h e r ' s  o f f i c e  o r  e v e n  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  t o  o u r
h o u s e . T h e  B u l g a r i a n  c o m i t a d j i s  w e r e  i n t e n t  i n
d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  a t  a  s e n s i t i v e
p o i n t  a n d  t h e y  c h o o s e  t h e  A u s t r i a n  p o s t  o f f i c e
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

T h e  p l o t t e r s  r e n t e d  a  s t o r e  o n  C o l o m b o  S t r e e t
a n d  f r o m  t h e r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  d i g  a  t u n n e l  u n d e r
a l l  t h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  r e a c h i n g  u n d e r g r o u n d
t h e  o t t o m a n  B a n k  B u i l d i n g .  T h e y  p l a c e d  t h e r e  a
b i g  c h a r g e  o f  d y n a m i t e  d u e  t o  e x p l o d e  a t  t h e  s a m e
t i m e  a s  t h e  b o m b s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  A u s t r i a n  p o s t
o f f i c e  l o c a t e d  a  c o u p l e  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a w a y . T h e
c i t y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  n i g h t  o f  t e r r o r .  T h e  i m p a c t
o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n s  c r e a t e d  a  n i g h t m a r e  w i t h  l o s s
o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d  b u i l d i n g s .
M a t e r i a l  d a m a g e  w a s  e x t e n s i v e ;  t h e  O t t o m a n  B a n k
B u i l d i n g  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  d e m o l i s h e d .

R e p r e s s i o n  a n d  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  c u l p r i t s  b y  t h e
T u r k i s h  p o l i c e  a n d  a r m e d  f o r c e s  w a s  s w i f t  a n d
s u s p e c t s  w e r e  d e t a i n e d .  T h e  p o p u l a r  s a y i n g  o f
t h e  d a y  w a s  " t h e  j a n i s s a r i e s  a r e  i n  t o w n . " They
w e r e  t h e  T u r k i s h  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c r u e l  R u s s i a n
c o s s a c k s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o r p s  s e r v i n g  f o r  t h e
s u l t a n ' s  g u a r d  h a d  b e e n  d i s b a n d e d  m a n y  y e a r s b e -
f o r e . E v e r y  B u l g a r i a n  o n  c i t y  s t r e e t s  t h a t
n i g h t  o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  h a d  t o  g i v e ? a
g o o d  a c c o u n t  f o r  h i s  p r e s e n c e  t h e r e  o t h e r w i s e
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he was summarily executed. The Jewish populationwas totally exonerated because the Turks knew toowell that the Jews kept aloof of plots against

them. A few Jewish citizens, innocent bystanders,
were momentarily detained. After proving their
religion by reason of their circumcised penis,
they were immediately released. This
was the case of an old milkman, an uncle
to my Uncle Yaco Assael. He did not
want, even in these tragic circumstances,
to miss his delivery of milk on that
morning. I also remember with these mass
arrests and executions the pitiful case
of a couple living in a small house
opposite to us. She was the daughter of
a Greek priest and midwife by profession.
He was Bulgarian and employed as a clerk
in a texti le wholesale house. To all
appearances they were innocent of any
wrongdoing but they remained indoors for
quite a few days, scared to circulate in
the streets. My sister, Mathilde, was
robbed of a cape she was wearing on top
of her coat by a soldier.A f te r  th i s
incident, we children would not venture
out of the house unless accompanied by
an adult during this troubled period.

* * *

T h e  J e w s  o f  S a l o n i c a  a n d  T u r k e y  i n  g e n e r a l
w e r e  l e f t  u n d i s t u r b e d  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t
r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i -
t i e s ;  m o s t  o f  t h e  t r a d e  w a s  u n d e r  t h e i r
c o n t r o l .  O n  S a t u r d a y  w h e n  t h e  J e w i s h
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S a l o n i c a  w a s  c o n g r e g a t i n g
i n  s y n a g o g u e s ,  c a f e s  o r  c l u b s ,  t h e  w h o l e
c i t y  a s s u m e d  a n  a i r  o f  f e s t i v i t y .  O n  t h a t
d a y  m y  f a t h e r  w e n t  f o r  h i s  m o r n i n g  p r a y e r s
t o  a  s m a l l  s y n a g o g u e  n e a r  t o  o u r  h o u s e .
M y  G r a n d f a t h e r  B e n u s i g l i o  w h o  w a s  r e s i d i n g
n e a r b y  w a s  a l s o  a  c o n g r e g a n t  t h e r e .  M y
f a t h e r ,  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  f r o m  m o r n i n g
s e r v i c e s ,  h e a d e d  a  s p e c i a l  S a t u r d a y
m o r n i n g  b r e a k f a s t  p a r t a k e n  b y  t h e  w h o l e
f a m i l y .  T h e n ,  I  a c c o m p a n i e d  h i m  f o r  a
v i s i t  t o  h i s  p a r e n t ' s  h o u s e .  F r o m  t h e r e  i n
c o m p a n y  o f  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r  a n d  m y  U n c l e s
I s a a c  a n d  P e p p o  w e  w e n t  f o r  a  v i s i t  t o  m y
w i d o w e d  A u n t  D i a m a n t e .

W i t h  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n
t o  r a i s e  u p ,  t h i s  w e e k l y  v i s i t  s e r v e d  t o
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b o o s t  h e r  m o r a l e .  S h e  o w n e d  a  b e a u t i f u l
h o u s e  o n  t h e  q u a y  a n d  I  e n j o y e d  t h e  s i g h t
o f  t h e  s m a l l  b o a t s  s w i n g i n g  o n  t h e  w a t e r .
I t  w a s  t i m e  t h e n  t o  r e t u r n  h o m e  f o r  l u n c h .
A f t e r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s i e s t a ,  I  a c c o m p a n i e d
m y  f a t h e r  o u t  a g a i n . O u r  f i r s t  s t o p  w a s
a t  t h e  b i g  " K a h l  M a y o r "  w h e r e  w e  j o i n e d
o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  s u c c e e d i n g¡  " M i n i a n i m "  f o r
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  p r a y e r s .A t  t h e  a g e  o f  f i v e
o r  s i x  a l l  I  c o u l d  d o  w a s  t o  r e p e a t ,  a m e n ,
w h e n  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  w a s  s a y i n g  s o  a n d
w i s h i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t o  b e  t e r m i n a t e d
q u i c k l y .  F r o m  t h e r e  i t  w a s  a  s h o r t  w a l k  t o
t h e  m a i n  s q u a r e  n a m e d  a  f e w  s h o r t  y e a r s
a f t e r  " P l a c e  d e  L a  L i b e r t e . "  I t  s o u n d s
p o m p o u s ,  b u t  l e t ' s  n o t  f o r g e t  t h a t  a f t e r
L a d i n o  t h e  F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e  w a s  s p o k e n  b y  t h e
m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  J e w s  o f  t h e  N e a r - E a s t .
G e n e r a l l y  m y  f a t h e r  w o u l d  m e e t  h i s  f r i e n d s
a t  t h e  c a t e  C r y s t a l ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  o n  t h i s
m a i n  s q u a r e .  F r o m  t h e r e  o n e  h a d  a  s u p e r b
v i e w  o f  t h e  g u l f  w i t h  t h e  p e a k s  o f  M o u n t
O l y m p o s  f a r  a w a y  o n  t h e  h o r i z o n  d o m i n a t i n g
t h i s  s p l e n d i d  s c e n e r y . W h i l e  t h e  g r o u p  w a s
e n g a g e d  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  m y  m i n d  w a s  c o n c e n -
t r a t e d  o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  t h a t  f a s c i n a t e d  m e .
A c r o s s  t h e  q u a y  o n  a  m a r b l e  j e t t y  w e r e  t w o
k i o s k s  t o p p e d  b y  a  c u p o l a ,  t h e y  s e r v e d  a s
h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  t h e  h a r b o r  p o l i c e . I  w a s
h e a r i n g  c o n t i n u o u s l y  o f  t h e  c o m i t a d j i s  a n d
I  i m a g i n e d  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  s o  n e a r  p u r s u i n g
t h e  r e b e l s  t h r o u g h  M o u n t  O l y m p o s .  S i n c e  m y
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  I  w a s  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  l a w  a n d
o r d e r  i n  m y  d a y  d r e a m i n g .

*  *  *

I  w a s  i n t r i g u e d  w h e n  o n  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  u p o n
r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  a f t e r  a  S a b b a t h  o f  p r a y e r s  a n d
L e i s u r e  m y  f a t h e r  w o u l d  r e c i t e  t h e?  " A v d a l a "
t o  g r e e t  t h e  n e w  w e e k . A l l  t h e  a d u l t s  p r e s e n t
w o u l d  j o i n  h i m  i n  m e l o d i o u s  t u n e s  a f t e r  t h e
s n i f f i n g  o f  a  l e m o n . T h e  p r o c e d u r e  s e e m e d
s t r a n g e l y  m y s t e r i o u s  t o  m e .  L i t t l e  c h i l d r e n
a r e  c o n f u s e d  b y  v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  w h e n  t h e y
a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  i t .

*  *  *

I n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y
t h e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  i n  S a l o n i c a  s e v e r a l  s m a l l
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s y n a g o g u e s .  I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n
a s  s u c h  t h e y  w e r e  s c h o o l s . T h e y  w e r e  t h e
d o m a i n  o f  s e l f  a p p o i n t e d  r a b b i s  w h o  w e r e
t e a c h i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  f o u r  t o  t e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e
t h e  r u d i m e n t s  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  r e l i g i o n  a n d  h o w
t o  r e a d  t h e  S a c r e d  B o o k s .  T h e  d i s c i p l i n e  w a s
s e v e r e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  c h i l d r e n  p s y c h o l o g y .
R e b e l l i o u s  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  p u n i s h e d  b y  h a v i n g
a n  i r o n  c o n t r a p t i o n ,  c a l l e d  " s e p o s , "  a t t a c h e d
t o  t h e i r  a n k l e s  k e e p i n g  t h e m  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r
a n d  i n  t h i s  w a y  u n a b l e  t o  w a l k . T h e  p u n i s h -
m e n t  d i d  n o t  l a s t  l o n g  b u t  t h e  s h a m e  o f  b e i n g
s u b m i t t e d  t o  i t  w a s  a  d e t e r r e n t  o f  b a d  c o n -
d u c t .  S u c h  a  s y n a g o g u e  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  f r o n t
o f  o u r  h o u s e .  I t  w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " K e h i l a
d e  Y a c o  C o m p r a d o . "  I  c o u l d  n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d
i f  " C o m p r a d o "  w a s  h i s  r e a l  n a m e  o r  t h i s
d e s i g n a t i o n  w a s  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  m o r e
c o m m o n  n a m e  o f  " B e n f o r a d o . " A n y w a y ,  h e  w a s
t h e  l a n d l o r d  o f  a  v a s t  c o u r t  t o  w h i c h  a
f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s  g a v e  a c c e s s  o n  d e s c e n d i n g
i t  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t .  A t  t h e  l e f t  w a s  a  g r o u p
o f  s h a b b y  a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t h e
s y n a g o g u e  w a s  l o c a t e d . I  r e m e m b e r  a  g r o u p
o f  w o m e n  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r  o u t s i d e  o f
i t  o n  t h e  h i g h  h o l i d a y s  o f  R o s h a s h a n a  a n d
Yom K ippu r . T h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g  h a r d  t o  c a t c h
a  g l i m p s e  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  g o i n g  o n  i n s i d e .
M y  d e a r  m o t h e r  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  g r o u p  o f  d e v o u t
l a d i e s  b u t  a  c h a i r  h a d  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  f r o m
o u r  h o u s e  f o r  h e r  w h e n  t h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  g o o d ,
o t h e r w i s e  t h e  w o m e n  c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  s e r -
v i c e s  b e c a u s e  n o  p l a c e  w a s  p r o v i d e d  i n s i d e
f o r  t h e m . ? Y a c o  C o m p r a d o  w a s  t h e  r a b b i  i n
c h a r g e  a n d  a s  H a z a n  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s .  H e
w a s  a l s o  t h e  s o l e  t e a c h e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e n -
t r u s t e d  t o  h i s  g o o d  c a r e  b y  t h e  p a r e n t s
w h o  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g s  t o  t r a v e l
f a r  t o  g o  t o  s c h o o l .  A s  v e r y  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,
I  w e n t  w i t h  m y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ,  t o  t h i s
" H a v r e c a "  f o r  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e . O n c e  m y
b r o t h e r  t r i e d  t o  e s c a p e  b u t  h e  w a s  c a u g h t  b y
o u r  l o n g - b e a r d e d  t e a c h e r  w h o  s u b m i t t e d  h i m
t o  t h e  s h a m e f u l  s e p o s ;  i t  w a s  a  g o o d  l e s s o n
i n  d i s c i p l i n e .  M o r e  s e r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s
c a l l e d  Y e s h i v o t h  w e r e  t e a c h i n g  m o r e  m a t u r e
boys  To rah  and  Ta lmud .  Lea rned  men  we re
a s s e m b l i n g  i n  t h e m  t o  d i s c u s s  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s
o f  Juda ic  l aw  assuming  somet imes  academic
p r o p o r t i o n s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  e r u d i t e  i n d i -
v i d u a l s  w e r e  p a i d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  s u c h
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d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  s o c i e t y  w a s  c a l l e d
" A s s a r a  B a t l a n i m "  ( T h e  T e n  I d l e  M e n ) .  T h e y
w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  d i s c u s s i n g  s o m e  o b s c u r e
p o i n t  o f  l a w .  A t  t i m e s  w h e n  a  c u l t u r e d
i n d i v i d u a l  w e n t  b e s e r k ,  t h e  p o p u l a r  s a y i n g
w a s  t h a t  h e  h a d  s t u d i e d  K a b a l l a .

Mo re  adequa te  educa t i on  was  p rov i ded  by  t he
" A s i l e  P o u r  E n f a n t s , "  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e
s c h o o l  f o r  y o u n g e r  p u p i l s  o f  t h e  " A l l i a n c e
I s r a e l i t e  U n i v e r s e l l e "  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e
N e a r - E a s t  a n d  N o r t h  A f r i c a .  I t  w a s  f o u n d e d
b y  a  g r o u p  o f  F r e n c h  J e w i s h  p h i l a n t r o p i s t s
headed  by  the  F rench  Jewish  s ta tesman Ado lphe
C r e m i e u x .  C o n d i t i o n s  o f  p o v e r t y  a n d  i g n o r -
a n c e  i n  t h o s e  r e g i o n s  w e r e  a p p a l l i n g  i n  m i d -
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h i s  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s  i m p a r t i n g
F r e n c h  c u l t u r e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
Ano the r  k i nde rga r t en  was  es tab l i shed  much
l a t e r  b y  t h e  " H i l f s v e r e i n  D e r  d e u t c h e n
J u d e n ,  "  b u t  b y  t h a t  t i m e  F r e n c h  w a s  v e r y
p o p u l a r  a n d  i t  m e t  v e r y  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s .
My  pa ren ts  we re  ve ry  happy  when  I  r eached
t h e  a g e  t o  s e e  m e  e d u c a t e d  b y  o u t s i d e
i n s t r u c t o r s .  O n  a  r a i n y  m o r n i n g ,  t h e
same servan t  g i r l  who  had  announced  my
b i r t h  t o  m y  f a t h e r  t o o k  m e  i n  h e r  a r m s
t o  t h e  " A s i l e "  l o c a t e d  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e
f r o m  o u r  h o u s e . T h e s e  c l a s s e s  p r o v i d e d
m e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r
c h i l d r e n . T h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  w e r e  p l e a s a n t
a n d  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  a  m o t h e r l y  l a d y
t e a c h e r ,  i t  w a s  m o r e  p l a y  a n d  s o n g s  t h a n
i n s t r u c t i o n .

A n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  k i n d e r g a r t e n  e x i s t e d  t h e n .
W o m e n  b u s y  w i t h  t h e i r  l a s t  b o r n  d i d  s e n d
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  o f
a g e  t o  a  h o u s e  n e a r b y  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e
a t t e n d e d  b y  a  w o m a n  c a l l e d  " L a  M e s t r a . "
A f t e r  m y  a s i l e  h o u r s  a n d  o n  S a t u r d a y ,
m y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ,  a n d  I  w e r e  s e n t
t o  s u c h  b a b y  s i t t i n g  s e s s i o n s .  I t  w a s
t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  w h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  n o w a -
days : t h e  b a b y  s i t t e r  c o m e s  n o w  t o
y o u r  h o u s e ;  t h e n  c h i l d r e n  w e n t  t o  t h e
h o u s e  o f  t h e  b a b y  s i t t e r .  O n  a
S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  w h i l e  m y  f a t h e r  w a s
h a v i n g  h i s  s i e s t a ,  h i s  r e s t  w a s  i n t e r -
r u p t e d  b y  a n  e a r t h q u a k e . M i n d f u l  o f
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what  happened a couple  years  before
i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h e  r a n
t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  h o u s e  c l o t h e s
t o  m a k e  s u r e  o f  o u r  s a f e t y .  I t  w a s
a fa lse  a la rm w i thou t  consequences .
On coming home I  re la ted to  my parents
that  very  same day my bro ther ,  Jacques,
as leep  l ean ing  h i s  head  on  a  tab le ,  was
awakened screaming a f te r  o ther  ch i ld ren
had  pou red  wa te r  t o  h i s  ea r . T h i s
marked  the  end  o f  ou r  go ing  the re .

* * *

A f t e r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  I  s t a r t e d  t o  g o  u n a c -
c o m p a n i e d  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m
t h e  a s i l e  t o  o u r  h o u s e .  E v e n  i n  s u c h  a
s h o r t  w a y ,  o n e  i s  a b l e  t o  e n c o u n t e r
s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  l e a v e  i n d e l i b l e
m e m o r i e s .  R e t u r n i n g  h o m e  f r o m  s c h o o l
o n e  a f t e r n o o n ,  I  h e a r d  s c r e a m s  c o m i n g
f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t . M y  c u r i o s i t y
w a s  a r o u s e d  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  t a k e  a  p e e k
t h r o u g h  t h e  s h u t t e r s .  I  w i t n e s s e d t h e n
a  f r i g h t f u l  s c e n e . T w o  w o m e n  w e r e
w e e p i n g  a n d  s c r e a m i n g  i n  c o n t o r t e d
g e s t u r e s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  a r o u n d a
c o r p s e . T h e y  w e r e  s h o u t i n g  t h e
v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  d e a d  p e r s o n  l a y i n g  o n
t h e  f l o o r  c o v e r e d  i n  a  w h i t e  s h e e t .
P r o f e s s i o n a l  w e e p i n g  w o m e n  w e r e  w a i t i n g
f o r  a  m o r i b u n d  t o  e x p i r e  t o  s t a r t  t h e
l a m e n t a t i o n s .  A  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  o u g h t
n o t  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  w o r l d  w i t h o u t  s o m e
t e a r s  s h e d  f o r  h i m  o r  h e r .  T h e  d u r a -
t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s m a l  d i s p l a y  w a s  i n
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y
p a i d  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  T h i s  w a s
m y  f i r s t  v i s i o n  o f  d e a t h  a n d  i n  t h o s e
f e w  m o m e n t s  I  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e
m o u r n f u l  s c e n e  I  w a s  w i t n e s s i n g .

M ym o t h e r ,  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l
e f f e c t s  o n  a  c h i l d ' s  m i n d  c o n f r o n t e d
w i t h  s a d  e v e n t s ,  a l w a y s  s e g r e g a t e d  u s
i n  a  r o o m  c o n c e a l e d  f r o m  s t r e e t  v i e w
w h e n  a  f u n e r a l  p r o c e s s i o n  w a s  p a s s i n g
b y .  I t  w a s  f r i g h t f u l  i n d e e d  f o r  l i t t l e
c h i l d r e n  t o  w i t n e s s  s u c h  a  p r o c e s s i o n
w h e n  e v e n  t h e  t w o  h o r s e s  p u l l i n g  t h e
h e a r s e  w e r e  c o v e r e d  f r o m  h e a d  t o  f e e t
w i t h  a  b l a c k  f i t t i n g  c o a t .
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I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  T u r k i s h  w a s  n o t  o b l i g a t o r y
s c a n t l y  r e g u l a t e d .  I n  S a l o n i c a ,  t h e y

h a d  a  f e w  s c h o o l s  t e a c h i n g  t h e  T u r k i s h
l a n g u a g e  w i t h  a  h i g h  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  t h e
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  r i c h  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t  T u r k s .
T w o  s u c h  s c h o o l s  w e r e  t h e  " F e z i y e h "  a n d
t h e  " I d a d y e h . "  T h e y  w e r e  m o s t l y  a t t e n d e d
b y  T u r k s  w i t h  a  f e w  J e w i s h  b o y s  a m o n g
them. M y  U n c l e  D a v i d ,  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g
h i s  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  F r e n c h
language,a t t e n d e d  a  T u r k i s h  s c h o o l .
T h i s  p e r m i t t e d  h i m  t o  b e  p r o m i n e n t  i n
w r i t i n g  T u r k i s h .  U p o n  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m
t h e s e  s c h o o l s  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w a n t e d
t o  e n t e r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s  a s  d o c t o r s ,
l a w y e r s ,  e t c . ,  h a d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  T h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f
T u r k e y  w a s  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  w h e r e  s u c h
c o u r s e s  w e r e  t a u g h t .  A m o n g  t h e  J e w i s h
s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t i n g  i n  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s
I  w i l l  c i t e  t h e  r e n o w n e d  s u r g e o n  g e n e r a l ,
Jacques  N iss im Pasha  and  the  famous
l a w y e r ,  E m a n u e l  S a l e m .A n o t h e r  l a w y e r
was  Emanue l  Ca rasso ,  be t t e r  known  as  a
p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e . T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f
i l l i t e r a c y  a m o n g T u r k s  w a s  g r e a t .

* * *

E a c h  e t h n i c  g r o u p  w a s  m a i n t a i n i n g  h i s
o w n  s c h o o l  i n  S a l o n i c a . H e r e  t o o ,  w i t h
a  m a j o r i t y  o f  G r e e k  o r  B u l g a r i a n s t u d e n t s ,
o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a  J e w i s h  s t u d e n t  w a s  a m o n g
t h e m . M y  f a t h e r  a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  f o r  o n e
t e r m  i n  a  G r e e k  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  t h a t  h e  w a s
e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  o f  F e d e r i c o
F i l a r d i .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  w a s  r e p l a c e d
b y  t h e  S c u o l a  E l e m e n t a r e  I t a l i a n a  a n d  b y
t h e  S c u o l a  C o m m e r c i a l e  I t a l i a n a ,  e s t a b -
l i s h e d  b y  t h e  I t a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t .
I t a l i a n  l a n g u a g e  t a u g h t  t h e r e  b e c a m e
s e c o n d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  F r e n c h  t a u g h t
i n  t h e  A l l i a n c e  S c h o o l s .  T h e s e  w e r e
d i v i d e d  i n  t h e  " A s i l e  P o u r  E n f a n t s ,  "
t h e  " E c o l e  P r i m a i r e  e t  S e c o n d a i r e "
b o y s  a n d  t h e  " E c o l e  P r i m a i r e  e t
S e c o n d a i r e "  f o r  g i r l s .  A n o t h e r  d i v i s i o n
w a s  a  s c h o o l  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " E c o l e
P o p u l a i r e "  w i t h  a  l e s s e r  c u r r i c u l u m  o f
s t u d i e s .  M y  f a t h e r  w a s  a n  i m p a t i e n t
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s tuden t  and  he  qu i t  schoo l  fo r  bus iness
at  the  age o f  th i r teen when he ran away
to  Seres  to  h is  Unc le  Yaco Sapor ta . H e
remained there for  one year . Those
fami l i es  who  w ished  the i r  ch i l d ren  to
rece ive  on ly  a  Jewish educat ion ,  enro l led
them in Talmud Torah. Those students
a t ta in ing  the  h igher  c lasses ,  bes ides
rece iv ing  an  exce l len t  educa t ion  in  the
Torah,  were taught  the rud iments of  the
French language. Upon graduat ion,  those
who wanted a rabbinical career were
taught in the seminary "Beth Yosseph."
This was the alma mater of some erudite
Salonica rabbis.

E v e r y  J e w  w a n t e d  a t  l e a s t  h i s  c h i l d r e n
t o  r e a d  t h e  p r a y e r  b o o k  b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o
e a r n  a  l i v i n g  a n d  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t o w n
t h e r e  e x i s t e d  s c h o o l s  c a l l e d  " H a v r a "
w h e r e  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  p o o r e r
f a m i l i e s  w e r e  t a u g h t . A n o t h e r  i n s t i t u -
t i o n  f o r  F r e n c h  l e a r n i n g  w a s  t h e
" M i s s i o n  L a i q u e . "M o s t  t e a c h e r s t h e r e
w e r e  F r e n c h  b o r n .  I n  o t h e r  s c h o o l s
w h e r e  F r e n c h  w a s  t a u g h t  t h e  t e a c h e r s
w e r e  l o c a l l y  b o r n  a n d  e d u c a t e d  f o r  t h e
e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e
L y c e e  F r a n c a i s  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  r i c h
p a r t  o f  t o w n  a n d  a s  t h e  n a m e  i m p l i e s
n o  r e l i g i o n  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t u d i e s .

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s  t h e  C a t h o l i c  " M i s s i o n
d e s  F r e r e s "  m a i n t a i n e d  a  s c h o o l  f o r
b o y s  a n d  t h e  " S o e u r s "  w e r e  t e a c h i n g
g i r l s  i n  s e p a r a t e d  c l a s s e s . The
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  J e w i s h .
I t  s e e m s  a  p a r a d o x  t o  s e n d  a  J e w i s h
c h i l d  t o  a  s c h o o l  t o  l e a r n  F r e n c h  f r o m
t e a c h e r s  w h o  w e r e  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t s .
J e w i s h  p u p i l s  w e r e  e x c u s e d  d u r i n g
c a t h e c h i s m  c l a s s e s  a n d  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s
w e r e  s o  t h o r o u g h l y  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  a t
h o m e  i n  t h e  J e w i s h  r e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  n o
r i s k  w a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t e n d i n g
c l a s s e s  i n  a  C a t h o l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e
t u i t i o n  f e e s  w e r e  m o d e r a t e  a n d  t h e  c o u r s e se x c e l l e n t .

A m o n g  t h e  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s ,  I  w i l l  m e n t i o n
t h e  A l t c h e k  S c h o o l  f o r  B o y s .  A n o t h e r
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l e a r n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  o u t s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e
greatest  number of  successfu l  men who had
graduated  there  was  the  "Eco le  Franco-
Allemande, " so named because French was
taught and German as a second language.
Dur ing  the  F i rs t  wor ld  War  the  name was
changed fo r  obv ious  reasons  to  "Eco le
Gat tegno ,  "  t he  name o f  t he  p r inc ipa l
owner.

A f t e r  m y  k i n d e r g a r t e n  y e a r s ,  I  w a s  e n -
r o l l e d  i n  t h i s  s c h o o l  w h e r e  I  h a v e
r e c e i v e d  m y  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y
e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  t i m e  o f  m y
h a p p y  a d o l e s c e n t  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  a n d  m y
m e m o r y  i s  c r o w d e d  w i t h  e p i s o d e s  o f  t h a t
p e r i o d  o f  m y  y o u n g  l i f e .

C l a s s e s  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d
u n t i l  l a t e  J u l y  w h e n  v a c a t i o n  t i m e
s t a r t e d .  I t  f i n i s h e d  a f t e r  S u c c o t h  w h e n
a  n e w  t e r m  b e g a n .  D u r i n g  m y  f i r s t  y e a r
a t  t h i s  s c h o o l ,  i n  1 9 0 6 ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e
t e r r i f i c  h e a t  o n  a  J u l y  a f t e r n o o n ,
c l a s s e s  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d  e a r l y .C o m i n g
h o m e ,  I  n o t i c e d  a  j o y f u l  a g i t a t i o n .
m o t h e r  h a d  g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  m y  s i s t e r ,
A l l e g r a . T h e  s e x e s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d
e v e n e d  u p ,  t h r e e  g i r l s  a n d  t h r e e  b o y s .
A l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  n e w
b o r n  b a b y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s .  T o
r e c o r d  t h i s  h a p p y  p e r i o d ,  m y  f a t h e r  t o o k
t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  b e s t  p h o t o g r a p h e r
i n  t o w n .  T h e  f a m i l i a l  g r o u p  w a s  d i s p l a y e d
a f t e r  f o r  p o s t e r i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  L e a h ,  t h e
s e r v a n t  m a i d ,  c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  t h e
f a m i l y ,  h o l d i n g  b a b y  A l l e g r a  i n  h e r  a r m s .
M y  b r o t h e r ,  L e o n ,  w a s  b o r n  o n e  y e a r  a n d
a  h a l f  a f t e r  a n d  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  m y
p a r e n t s  a s  " t h e  s o n  f o r  o u r  o l d  a g e . "
H i s  b i r t h  o c c u r r e d  o n  a  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t .
M y  f a t h e r  w a s  n o t  h o m e  y e t  a n d  m y  u n c l e ,
L i a o u  B e n u s i g l i o ,  p a s s i n g  b y  a n d  w a i t i n g
i n  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  ( c a l l e d  v a r a n d a d o )
w i t h  w e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h o u g h t  o f  h a v i n g  h e a r d
t h e  m i d w i f e  c a l l " b e m a z a l t o v ,  "  d e n o t i n g
t h a t  a  b a b y  g i r l  w a s  b o r n .  A s  m y  f a t h e r
w a s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  m i d w i f e
e m e r g i n g  f r o m  t h e  b e d r o o m  g r e e t e d  h i m
w i t h  a  r e s o u n d i n g  " b e s i m a n t o v "  i n d i c a t i n g
t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e  f a t h e r  t o  a n o t h e r  s o n .
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M y  U n c l e  L i a o u  h a d  e r r e d  i n  h e a r i n g  t h e
f i r s t  g r e e t i n g  o f  t h e  m i d w i f e ,  a s s u m i n g
t h a t  a  b a b y  g i r l  w a s  b o r n .  T h i s  h a p p y
e v e n t  w a s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  e l a b o r a t e
f e s t i v i t i e s .  A s  i t  w a s  c u s t o m a r y  m y
f a t h e r  p r e s e n t e d  m y  m o t h e r  w i t h  a  p a i r
o f  h e a v y  g o l d  b r a c e l e t s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h
m y  w i f e  p r o u d l y  d i s p l a y s  n o w . F o r  m a n y
y e a r s  i t  w a s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  f o n d l i n g  o f
t h e  l a s t  b o r n  b y  a l l  o f  u s .

* *  *

M y  b r o t h e r ,  L e o n ,  w a s  b o r n  d u r i n g  a
p e r i o d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  i n  T u r k e y .
T h e  c r u e l  S u l t a n  A b d u l  H a m i d  w a s  r u l i n g
t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a n  a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h . He
d i s p o s e d  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e n e m i e s  b y
s u m m o n i n g  t h e m  t o  h i s  y i l d i z  p a l a c e .
I t  w a s  r u m o r e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  d e v i l i s h m i n d
h e  d e v i s e d  a  w a y  t o  m a k e  h i s  o p p o n e n t s
d i s a p p e a r ,  c a u s i n g  t h e m  t o  g l i d e  t h r o u g h
a  c o n t r a p t i o n  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e
B o s p h o r u s  w i t h  a  h e a v y  p i e c e  o f  i r o n
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e i r  f e e t .  o n  J u l y  2 4 ,
1 9 0 8  a  p o p u l a r  u p r i s i n g  c a u s e d  b y  a
p a r t y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " Y o u n g  T u r k s "  f o r c e d
t h e  s u l t a n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n
o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  f r e e  e l e c t i o n s  t o
a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a m b e r  o f  d e p u t i e s .

F o r  s o m e  t i m e  t h e  c o u n t r y  w a s  b u s y  w i t h
c e l e b r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e w l y  a c q u i r e d
l i b e r t y  f o r  t h e  T u r k s  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  T u r k i s h  E m p i r e .
Enve r  Bey  and  N iaz i  Bey  we re  t he  two
h e r o e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  I  w a s  v e r y
much impressed when I  saw them on
h o r s e b a c k ,  p a r a d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s
o f  S a l o n i c a  w i t h  t h e  c o m i t a d j i s  f o r m i n ga  g u a r d  o f  h o n o r .

T h e  c r o w d s
g r e e t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  s h o u t s  o f  " l o n g  l i v e
l i b e r t y . "  A t  n i g h t  f e s t i v i t i e s  w e r e
c e l e b r a t e d  b y  i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  o u t s i d e
o f  gove rnmen t  bu i l d i ngs  whose  wa l l s
w e r e  c o v e r e d  b y  l a n t e r n s  c o n t a i n i n gc a n d l e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  p i p e s  w i t h  h u n -
d r e d s  o f  g a s - b u r n e r s  k e p t  t h e  s t r e e t s
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  i l l u m i n a t e d  i n  f a i r yscenes.

We ass i s ted  to  such  spec -
tac les  because our  house was loca ted
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n e a r  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g .

* * *

A n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p e r i o d  o f  c o m m e r c i a l
a c t i v i t y  d e v e l o p e d . M y  f a t h e r  w h i l e
a c t i v e l y  c o n d u c t i n g  h i s  b u s i n e s s  h a d
t i m e  a l s o  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l
ma t t e r s? H e  j o i n e d  t h e  F r e e m a s o n s  o f
t h e  L o d g e  " V e r i t a s "  o f  t h e  G r a n d  O r i e n t
d e  F r a n c e .  H e  h a d  t h e  p a s s i o n  o f  a
n o v i c e  f o r  t h e  g o a l s  t h e y  w e r e  t r y i n g
t o  a t t a i n .  O n e  o f  t h e i r  a i m s  i n  t h a t
p e r i o d  w a s  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  c r u e l t y  t o
a n i m a l s .T h e  m o s t  f l a g r a n t  e x a m p l e  o f
i n h u m a n i t y  w a s  t h e  w a y  h o r s e s  p u l l i n g
c a r t s  w e r e  w h i p p e d . W h e r e  p u b l i c
a u t h o r i t y  h a d  f a i l e d ,  a  f e w  s p i r i t e d
c i t i z e n s  t o o k  c h a r g e  i n  e d u c a t i n g  t h e
c a r t e r s  f o r  m o r e  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e
a n i m a l s  h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o  p r o v i d e  a
l i v e l i h o o d  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .

M y  f a t h e r  w a s  u n d e r g o i n g  t h e n ,  w h a t  I
w i l l  c a l l ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  c r i s i s . I t  w a s
n o t i c e a b l e  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  p u t  h i s
p h i l a c t e r i e s  o n  h i s  f o r e h e a d  a n d  a r o u n d
h i s  a r m  w h e n  h e  r e c i t e d  h i s  m o r n i n g
p r a y e r s . H e  j u s t  r e a d  a l o u d  a  f e w
p s a l m s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  M a t u t i n e  O r a t i o n s ;
h e  n o  l o n g e r  w o r e  o n  t o p  o f  h i s  u n d e r -
w e a r  t h e  c l o t h  w i t h  s t r i n g s  o n  t h e  f o u r
c o r n e r s  w i t h  G o d ' s  n a m e  s p e l l e d  i n  k n o t s .
F r o m  t h e n  o n ,  n o  m o r e  i n  o u r  h o m e  t h e
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  d i s h e s  o f  m i l k  f o o d  a n d
m e a t .  T h e  f e s t i v a l s  w e r e  c e l e b r a t e d
w i t h  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b u t  l e s s  o n
t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  s o l e m n i t y .  H e  w o u l d
e x p l a i n  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  a s  n o t  c a u s e d  b y
c a p r i c i o u s  f a n c i e s  b u t  b y  t h e  t e a c h i n g s
h e  w a s  r e c e i v i n g  a n d  a f t e r  h e  w a s  c o n -
v i n c e d  o f  t h e i r  t r u t h .  M y  d e a r  m o t h e r
w h o  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  a  s t r i c t  c o n s e r -
v a t i v e  J u d a i s m ,  a s  a  l o v i n g  a n d  d u t i f u l
w i f e ,  d i d  n o t  r a i s e  a n y  o b s t a c l e s  i n
t h e  g r a d u a l  c h a n g e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r -
v a n c e s  i n  o u r  h o m e .  G o n e  w e r e  t h e  d a y s
w h e n  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h ,  w e  h a d  t o  w a i t  f o r
t h e  " T u r k i t o ,  "  a  n o n  J e w  T u r k ,  t o  t e n d
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t h e  f i r e s  i n  t h e  s t o v e s  a n d  e v e n  t o  p u t
o u t  t h e  l i g h t s  b e f o r e  r e t i r i n g  o n  a
F r i d a y  n i g h t .  O n  t h e  S a b b a t h  a  J e w  i s
supposed to  do these th ings on ly  when
l i f e  i s  t h r e a t e n e d .  T h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f
pots ,  pans and ch inaware for  Passover
use was not observed anymore.

* *  *

A s  s o o n  a s  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e a d  F r e n c h ,  I
w a s  g i v e n  a  b o o k . I t  w a s  a n  a b b r e v i a t e d
v e r s i o n  o f  H o l y  H i s t o r y ,  ( H i s t o i r e
S a i n t e ) .  O n  i t s  f i r s t  p a g e ,  c r e a t i o n
a c c o r d i n g  t o  G e n e s i s  w a s  b r i e f l y  r e l a t e d .
T h e  b o o k  w a s  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d .  G o d  w a s
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  r o b u s t  m a n i n  a m p l e
r o b e s  a n d  a  n i c e l y  t r i m m e d  b e a r d .
h e l d  a  b a t o n  i n  o n e  h a n d  a n d  H e  p o i n t e d
i t  t o w a r d  t h e  s k y  w h e r e  t h e  s u n ,  t h e
m o o n  a n d  t h e  s t a r s  w e r e  s h i n i n g a t  t h e
same t ime. T h i s  e a r l y  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  a n
a n t h r o p o i d  d e i t y  h a u n t e d  m e  d u r i n g  a l l
o f  m y  c h i l d h o o d .  S o ,  h e  w a s  t h e  G o d  t o
whom my  f a the r ' s  p raye rs  we re  add ressed
e v e r y  m o r n i n g .  H e  w a s  a l s o  t h e  G o d  o f
the  c rowds  assemb led  i n  synagogues . An
a u r a  o f  s o l e m n i t y  w a s  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  H i m ,
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f e r v o r  o f  t h e  c h a n t s  o f
f o l ks  assemb led  t o  wo rsh ip  H im ,  when
y o u n g  a n d  o l d  w e r e  i m p l o r i n g  H i s  m e r c y .
I  n o t i c e d  m y  G r a n d f a t h e r  S a p o r t a ,  s t a y i n g
i n  o u r  h o u s e  o v e r n i g h t  o n  r a r e  o c c a s i o n s ,
m a k i n g  h i s  a b l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  b e -
f o r e  g o i n g  o v e r  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  s e v e n  s t e p s .
H e  r e c i t e d  t h e n  h i s  m o r n i n g  p r a y e r s
a l t e r n a t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  s i l e n t  d e v o t i o n s .

A  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r
n e a r  o u r  h o u s e .  T h e  o w n e r  w a s  a  m i d d l e -
a g e d  m a n  w i t h  a  b u s h y  b e a r d  k n o w n  i n  t h e
n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s  " D a v i c o  E l  B a c a l . "

H i ss t o r e  h a d  a l w a y s  i n  e v i d e n c e  a  f e w  j a r s
o f  p i c k l e s  b u t  w a s  o t h e r w i s e  p o o r l y
f u r n i s h e d  i n  m e r c h a n d i s e .  M y  d e a r
m o t h e r  s o m e t i m e s  s e n t  m e  o n  a n  e r r a n d
t o  t h i s  s t o r e  t o  b u y  s o m e  p i n s ,  ( u n  p a p e l
d e  a l f i n e t e s )  u s e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  w a s h
h a n g i n g  o n  t h e  t e r a s s e  t o  d r y .  o u r  m a n
c o u l d  n o t  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  s e l l i n g  t h i s
s o r t  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  a s  a  s u p p l e m e n t  t o
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h i s  g r o c e r y  t r a d e ,  h e  s o l d  h a r d  l i q u o r
i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  s t o r e .  E v e r y t i m e  I
en te red  the  p lace  a  l one  cus tomer  was
s i t t i n g  t h e r e . T h e  t a l l  t h i n  m a n  w a s  a
munic ipa l  gendarme who had found a con-
v e n i e n t  p l a c e  f o r  h i s  d r i n k i n g  s p r e e s ;
t h e  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  w a s  r i g h t  a c r o s s
t h e  s t r e e t . He was a Moslem to whom
h a r d  l i q u o r  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  a n d  h e  s a w  n o
d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  s e e n  i n  t h a t  s e c l u d e d
p l a c e . H i s  s a b r e  w a s  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t
h i s  s e a t  a n d  h i s  u n i f o r m  w a s  o p e n  a t
t h e  c h e s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e
semi -da rk  p lace . E v e r y t i m e  I  s e e  a
d r u n k  p e r s o n  I  t h i n k  o f  t h i s  m a n ,  t h e
f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  I  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  i n
t h i s  p i t i f u l  c o n d i t i o n .

My  Grand fa the r  Benus ig l i o ,  on  h i s  way
h o m e  i n  m i d - a f t e r n o o n ,  l e a n i n g  o n  h i s
c a n e  s t o p p e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  g r o u p  o f  n o
less  than  ten  men  assemb led  a t  t he
c o r n e r  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  o f  D a v i c o  E l  B a c a l
f o r  t h e  s h o r t  m i d - d a y  p r a y e r s .  R e g u l a r
b u s i n e s s  w a s  i n t e r r u p t e d  f o r  a  f e w
m i n u t e s  t o  p e r m i t  t h e s e  d e v o t i o n s . A11
a r o u n d  m e  i n d i c a t e d  a  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d
p a t t e r n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e h a v i o r .

I  p r e s u m e  t h a t  i t  t o o k  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f
c o u r a g e  a n d  i n n e r  c o n f l i c t  f o r  m y
f a t h e r  t o  r u n  a g a i n s t  t h i s  r o u t i n e  a n d
h a b i t s  f o r m e d  s i n c e  h i s  c h i l d h o o d .
Desp i te  my young age  o r  ra ther  because
o f  i t ,  I  a d m i r e d  h i m  f o r  o p p o s i n g  t h e
o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  h e  s e e m e d
t o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i c t a t e s  o f  a  G o d ,
tha t  in  my mind ,  assumed human propor -
t i o n s . H e  w a s  a  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  l a w s
d e v i s e d  b y  m e n .  O t h e r  m e n  t h a t  h e  c o n -
s i d e r e d  s u p e r i o r  u s e d  d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d s
t o  s e r v e  a n d  w o r s h i p ,  n o t  m y  a n t h r o p o i d
G o d  b u t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  G o d  o f  A b r a h a m ,
Isaac and Jacob. My  ado lescen t  yea rs
we re  marked  by  t he  i n f l uence  exe rc i sed
ove r  me  by  my  f a the r . M y  r e l i g i o u s
ideas  took  shape  a t  t he  same t ime  he  was
e d u c a t i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  s u p e r -
s t i t i o n s .  H e  w a s  e a g e r  t o  l e a r n  a n d  o u r
whole home atmosphere was dominated by
h i s  n e w l y  f o u n d  m i l i t a n c y  i n  r e l i g i o u s
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m a t t e r s .  H i s  c o n v i c t i o n s  w e r e  e x p r e s s e d
i n  g e n u i n e  s i m p l i c i t y  f o r  m y  y o u n g
i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  a b s o r b .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e
b l e s s i n g s  f o r  t h e  n e w  y e a r  t h e r e  i s  a
p r a y e r  i n  t h e ,  f o r m  o f  a  c u r s e  t h a t ,  " o u r
enemies  sha l l.  b e  s m i t t e n . " He changed
t h a t  c u r s e  i n  a  p r a y e r  t h a t  " o u r  e n e m i e s
s h a l l  b e c o m e  o u rf r i e n d s . "  T h i s  t r a i t
o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  r e v e a l e d  t o  m e ,  l a t e r
i n  l i f e ,  t h e  d e p t h  o f  h i s  f e e l i n g s
c o n c e a l e d  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  a t t i t u d e .
H e  p r e a c h e d  t o  u s  c h i l d r e n  t h e  r e w a r d s
o f  e d u c a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  a  w e l l  i n -
f o r m e d  m i n d  i s  a p t  t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t
s u p e r s t i t i o n s  a n d  r u l e s  t h a t  s e r v e d  a
p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  p a s t  h a d  n o  s i g n i f i c a n c e
w i t h  t h e  m o d e r n  s t y l e  o f  l i f e . He
r e m a i n e d  b a s i c a l l y  a  J e w  b u t  o f  a
p r o g r e s s i v e  b r a n d  o f  J u d a i s m .

M y  a n t h r o p o i d  i d e a  o f  G o d  d i d  n o t  c e a s e
a b r u p t l y .  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  m y  r e l i g i o u s
fee l ings  underwent  changes  and  mod i f i ca -
t i o n s ? I  t h i n k  n o w  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  b e
g r a t i f i e d  f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  a
f o r m a l  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  i n t e n s i v e
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  t e n d s  i n
c r e a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  y o u n g  m i n d  m o r e  s u p e r -
s t i t i o n s  t h a n  l o v e  f o r  t h e i r  f e l l o w  m e n .
B e l i e f s  a c q u i r e d  i n  c h i l d h o o d  h a v e  a
g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  b e  s t i f f e n e d  a n d  i t
1 s  h a r d  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e m .

*  *  *

T h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  T u r k s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e
p a r t y  o f  t h e  " Y o u n g  T u r k s "  h a d  a c q u i r e d
t h e i r  l i b e r a l  i d e a s  l e a d i n g  t o  r e v o l u t i o n
i n  M a s o n i c  c i r c l e s . A  s p i r i t  o f  t o l e r a b l e
c o - e x i s t e n c e  w a s t r i e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  T u r k s
a n d  t h e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e
T u r k i s h  E m p i r e . A  f e w  a d h e r e n t s  o f  t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r e e m a s o n r y  w e r e  T u r k s .

M y  f a t h e r  w a s  a  c o m m i s s i o n  m e r c h a n t  i n -
v o l v e d  i n  e x c l u s i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  d e a l i n g s
w i t h  a  c l i e n t  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  Z i h n a ,
k n o w n  a s  O m e r  E f f e n d i .  H i s  o l d e r
b r o t h e r  h a d  s t u d i e d  l a w ,  h e  w a s  a  g e n t l e -
m a n  f a r m e r  a n d  I  s u s p e c t  h e  w a s  a  M a s o n ;
h i s  n a m e  w a s  S a i d  E f f e n d i .  T h e  s u l t a n ,
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who had  sp ies  everywhere ,  became
s u s p i c i o u s  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  i d e a s  o f  s a i d
E f f e n d i  a n d  o r d e r e d  h i s  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  i n
S a l o n i c a  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  o f  Y e d i  C o u l e .
T h i s  t o o k  p l a c e  a  f e w  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e
r e v o l u t i o n  o f  J u l y  1 9 0 8 .  M y  f a t h e r ,
s u r e  a s  h e  w a s  t o  b e  i m m u n e  t o  r e p r i s a l s ,
v i s i t e d  r e g u l a r l y  h i s  f r i e n d  i n  j a i l ;  h e
b r o u g h t  h i m  f o o d  a n d  c l e a n  u n d e r w e a r .
T h e  c a p i t u l a t i o n s  t r e a t i e s  c o n f e r r e d
t h e  S a p o r t a  f a m i l i e s  S p a n i s h  p r o t e c t i o n
a n d  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  s e r v e d  w e l l  t h e  c a u s e
o f  s a i d  E f f e n d i .

*  *  *

T h e  c i t y  o f  S a l o n i c a  w a s  c o n q u e r e d  i n
t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b y  t h e  V e n e t i a n s
w h o  w r e s t e d  i t  f r o m  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e .
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  l a n d m a r k  i s  t h e  " w h i t e
T o w e r "  w h i c h  w a s  e r e c t e d  b y  t h e
Vene t i ans . T h e y  s u r r o u n d e d  t h et o w n
f r o m  t h e  h i l l t o p  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e
g u l f  w i t h  f o r t i f i e d  w a l l s . T h e  p r i s o n
o f  " Y e d i  C o u l e "  w a s  u s e d  f o r  t h i s
p u r p o s e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b y  t h e  T u r k s  a n d
w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e s e  s e r i e s  o f
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  o n  o n e  c o r n e r  o n  t h e
s o u t h  s i d e  o n  t h e  h i l l  s u m m i t .  F r o m
i t  o n e  h a s  p e r f e c t  v i e w  o f  t h e  w h o l e
c i t y  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s . The Turks
u s e d  i t  a s  a n  a r s e n a l  o f  a n c i e n t  c a n n o n s .
U n t i l  t h e  G r e e k  c o n q u e s t  o f  M a c e d o n i a
i n  1 9 1 2  t h e  T u r k s  f i r e d  t h e s e  c a n n o n s
t o  s i g n a l  a  f i r e  t o  a  c o r p s  o f  v o l u n t a r y
J e w i s h  f i r e m e n . T w o  b l a s t s  w e r e
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a  f i r e  i n  t h e  c i t y  p r o p e r .
T h r e e  b l a s t s  w a s  t h e  s i g n a l  o f  a  f i r e
n o r t h  o f  t h e  c i t y  b e y o n d  t h e  w a l l s  i n
t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  s e c t i o n  o f  t o w n .
F i n a l l y  f o u r  b l a s t s  i n d i c a t e d  a  f i r e
i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  a n d  r i c h e s t  p a r t  o f
town named "Quar t ie r  des Campagnes. "
T h e  f o r t i f i e d  w a l l s  o n  t h e  w a t e r  e d g e
w e r e  d e m o l i s h e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l a s t
c e n t u r y .

As the say ing goes:  "A quelque chose,
malheur  est  bon." A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e
v i s i t s  t o  j a i l ,  m y  f a t h e r  w a s  a f f l i c t e d
wi th severe rheumat ic  pains and he had
t r i e d  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  r e m e d y  t o  a l l e v i a t e
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h i s  s u f f e r i n g s .  O n e  o f  t h e  j a i l e r s  g a v e
h i m  a  b o t t l e  o f  o i l ,  f i l l e d  u p  d r o p  b y
d r o p ,  u s e d  t o  l u b r i c a t e  t h e  c a n n o n s . He
i n s t r u c t e d  h i m  t o  r u b  t h e  o i l  i n  t h e
a f f e c t e d  p a r t s .  M y  f a t h e r  r e t u r n e d  h o m e
o n  t h a t  d a y  a n d  h e  w a s  s k e p t i c a l  o f  t h e
m e d i c i n a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c o n c o c t i o n
o f f e red  h im  by  t he  compass iona te  j a i l e r .
He  saw no  danger  i n  mak ing  use  o f  i t ;
anyway  i t  was  to  be  used  ex te rna l l y .
He woke up the fo l lowing morning and
the pa in  had mi racu lous ly  d isappeared.
The ja i le r ' s  remedy fo r  rheumat ism cou ld
have been a miraculous drug had i t  been
d iscovered  by  a  man o f  sc ience.  Has  no t
pen ic i l l i n  been  d iscovered  casua l l y?

Fo l l ow ing  the  revo lu t i on  o f  Ju l y  1908 ,
Sa id  E f fend i  was  re leased  f rom ja i l .
recep t ion  fo r  h im was  he ld  i n  the  pa t io
of  our house and, respect ing Is lamic
custom, no alcoholic beverages were
served. He resumed then his professional
ac t i v i t y  in  the  o f f i ce  o f  Emanue l  Carasso .
He was s i t t ing  a lso  as  an  a l te rna te  judge
i n  a  t r i b u n a l .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  i f  h e  h e l d
these pos i t ions  success ive ly  o r  a t  the
same time.Su l t an  Abdu l  Hamid  a f t e r  a
few months  o f  p rocras t ina t ion  t r ied  to
go back on h is  word  for  f ree  e lec t ions ,
tempor iz ing for  the promulgat ion of  a
c o n s t i t u t i o n . The  revo lu t ionary  com-
mittee chose the Jewish lawyer Emanuel
Carasso  to  no t i f y  the  su l tan  tha t  h isL a n e t  a t
rul ing days had come to an end. Abdul
Hamid was deposed and transferred from
the cap i ta l  to  Sa lon ica . He was detainedas a palace pr isoner in t h e  V i l l a
A la t in i ,  exp ress ly  acqu i red  fo r  th i s
purpose.

M e h m e d  R e c h a d ,  a  b r o t h e r  o f  A b d u l  H a m i d ,
w a s  p r o c l a i m e d  s u l t a n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h
E m p i r e  a n d  C a l i p h e  o f  a l l  I s l a m .  H e
h a d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b e e n  h e l d  p a l a c e
p r i s o n e r  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r .  U p o n  h i s
a s c e n s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  h e  w a s  a  s e n i l e
o l d  m a n  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  r u l e  o v e r  a n
e m p i r e .  H e  e v e n  o f f e r e d  a  p o o r  a p p e a r -
a n c e  a s  a  f i g u r e h e a d .

T h e  T u r k s  i n s t e a dt o o k  p r i d e  i n  t h e  h e r o e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n
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and Mahmoud Chevket Pasha emerged out-
standing in this last episode.

Elections for deputies to a parliament
were held and Emanuel Carasso was one
of the candidates for Salonica. His
house next to ours was the scene of
demonstrations of his many Jewish
supporters.He was elected and remained
for many years in Turkish politics.

* * *

T h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h
c e n t u r y  w a s  n o t a b l e  f o r  m a n y  p o l i t i c a l
o r  o t h e r w i s e  t r a g i c  e v e n t s .
t r a g i c  s i d e  I  w i l l  m e n t i o n  t h e  c a t a s -
t r o p h i c  e a r t h q u a k e  o f  t h e  I s l a n d  o f
M a r t i n i q u e  w i t h  a  t o l l  o f  v i c t i m s
r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  t h o u s a n d s .  I  r e m e m b e r
my Unc le  Yaco Assae l  tak ing  me to  a
s m a l l  s t o r e  s e l l i n g  f o r e i g n  n e w s p a p e r s
a n d  p e r i o d i c a l s . Whi le he was engaged
i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o w n e r  I  w a s
pe rm i t t ed  t o  pe ruse  t h rough  the  pages
o f  t h e  p e r i o d i c a l s . MY t w o  f a v o r i t e s
w e r e  " L e  P e t i t  P a r i s i e n "  a n d  " L a
D o m e n i c a  d e l  C o r r i e r e "  f o r  t h e  v i v i a
c o l o r s  o f  t h e i r  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  I  w a s
f a s c i n a t e d  b y  t h e  s i n k i n g  o f  t h e
R u s s i a n  f l e e t  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e ,  t h e
v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  t h e  t r i a l  o f  A l f r e d
Drey fus  conduc i ve  to  h i s  pa rdon  and
e v e n t u a l  e x o n e r a t i o n .  L a t e r  o n ,  w h e n
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  l e s s o n s  i n  h i s t o r y ,
I  k n e w  o f  t h e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  o f
Por tsmouth promoted by Pres ident
Theodore Roosevelt  between Japan and
R u s s i a ,  i t  s e e m e d  t o  m e ,  t h a t  I  h a d
a s s i s t e d  a t  t h o s e  e v e n t s .  T h e  d e a t h  o f
P r e s i d e n t  F e l i x  F a u r e  a t  t h e  E l y s e e
P a l a c e  w a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  r i c h  c o l o r s  i n
o n e  o f  t h o s e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  N a m e s  o f
K a i s e r  W i l h e l m  I I ,  M i n i s t e r s  o f  S t a t e
Monsieur  Delcasse and Monsieur  Pichon
came to  be  men t ioned  seve ra l  t imes .
N o w  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  I  s e e  m y s e l f
f a s c i n a t e d  b y  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s . The
w o r l d  w a s  l i k e  a  s t a g e  t o  m e  a n d  I  w a s
a s s i s t i n g  a t  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  w i t h o u t
m a k i n g  a n y  s e n s e  o f  i t .  M y  l i k i n g  o r
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d i s l i k i n g  o f  a  p e r s o n  o r  a  s i t u a t i o n
depended on the judgment of  the adult
persons around me but my father 's
op in ion  I  respec ted  the  mos t .  In  1908
another earthquake devastated the c i t ies
o f  Mess ina  and  Catan ia  in  S ic i l y .  My
sis ter ,  Ju l ie ,  was among the school
girls who accompanied adult persons
through the s t reets  o f  Sa lon ica  to
co l lec t  money  fo r  the  v ic t ims  o f  the
ca tas t r ophe .  I t  was  my  f i r s t  expe r i -
ence of human sol idari ty confronted by
natura l  d isasters .

*  *  *

M y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ,  w a s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e
s c h o o l  F r a n c o - A l l e m a n d e  a n d  a f t e r  o n e
y e a r  m y  b r o t h e r ,  F r a t e l l i ,  c a m e  t o  j o i n
u s  t h e r e .  M y  m o t h e r  w a s  t o o  b u s y  w i t h
h e r  l a s t  t w o  b o r n  b a b i e s  a n d  d e v o t i n g
s p e c i a l  c a r e s  t o  t h e m .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n
w e  d i d  n o t  g o  d i r e c t l y  h o m e  a f t e r
c l a s s e s . W e  w e r e  l e f t  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r -
v i s i o n  o f  a  t e a c h e r ,  M o n s i e u r  B a r z i l a y ,
w h o  t o o k  t h e  t h r e e  o f  u s  t o  h i s  h o u s e
f o r  a n o t h e r  c o u p l e  h o u r s  b e f o r e  t a k i n g
u s  h o m e  a f t e r ,  i t  s e e m e d  t o  m e ,  a  v e r y
l o n g  d a y . O n  S a t u r d a y  a l s o  w e w e r e
s p e n d i n g  o u r  l e i s u r e  h o u r s  i n  h i s  h o u s e
o r  i n  a  c a f e  i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t o w n ,
m o s t l y  i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r ,  w i t h  t h i s
t e a c h e r  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s .

O n  a  h o t  s u m m e r  e v e n i n g  M o n s i e u r  B a r z i l a y
t o o k  u s  h o m e . M y  f a t h e r  a l r e a d y  t h e r e
o f f e r e d  h i m  h i s  m o n t h l y  p a y . T h e  n e x t
d a y  I  o v e r h e a r d  m y  t e a c h e r  g l o a t i n g  t o
h i s  f r i e n d s  t h a t  h e  w a s  p a i d  t w i c e , t w o
w e e k s  i n  s u c c e s s i o n ,  f o r  o n e  m o n t h ' s
w o r k .  I  r e p o r t e d  t o  m y  p a r e n t s  f o r
w h a t  I  t h o u g h t  w a s  t h e i r  m i s t a k e . M y
f a t h e r  r e t o r t e d  w i t h  a  s m i l e  t h a t  h e
w e l 1  k n e w  t h a t  t h e  p a y m e n t  w a s  n o t  d u e
b u t  h e  w a n t e d  t o  r e w a r d  t h e  t e a c h e r
f o r  t a k i n g  g o o d  c a r e  o f  u s  c h i l d r e n ;
i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  d e l i c a t e  t h i n g  t o  d o
o f f e r  h i m  a  t i p .

t o

W i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  d i s t u r b a n c e s  c a u s e d  b y
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 / 1 9 0 9 ,  m y  p a r e n t s ,
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always fear ing for  our  safe ty ,  were
sending someone to take us home during
class hours. The  p r i nc ipa l  o f  t he
school ,  conscious that  th is might have
created a panic, excused the Saporta
ch i l d ren  a t  t he  l eas t  s i gn  o f  pub l i c
ag i ta t i on .

The classrooms for the very young were
loca ted  in  an  ad jacent  bu i ld ing .  The
premises were damp and semi-dark. My
two younger brothers were catching cold
ve ry  o f t en .  My  b ro the r ,  F ra te l l i ,  was
operated on to remove a polyp from be-
hind one of his eyebrows. T h i s  w a s
mis tak ing ly  a t t r ibu ted to  the bad
school atmosphere. My parents  then
enrol led Jacques and Fratel l i  a t  the
"Scuola Elementare I tal iana" and in
ensu ing  years  a f te r  comple t ing  the i r
courses there they pursued their
studies at the "Scuola Commerciale
I ta l iana"  where they eventual ly
graduated.

In my school we had teachers rated from
excel lent to mediocre. LeonRecanat i
was among the very best. He was educated
in the Salonica schools. Dur ing a short
stay in Paris he attended some lectures
at "The Universite des Annales." He came
then to teach in the higher secondary
classes of the Ecole Franco-Allemande.
He was the most respected teacher by
col leagues and students al ike. F r o m
him as a school  professor and later on
as a pr ivate tu tor ,  I  have absorbed the
best knowledge I  possess. I  was an
average student but having the highest
marks in  h is tory ,  geography and l i terature.
In correcting my composit ions, Monsieur
Recanat i  never fai led to remark: "Saporta,
vous avez une feconde imagination avec des
grands mots."  Otherwise i t  was not iceable
by his att i tude and the marks he gave me,
that  he was pleased wi th my reports.  His
teaching career came eventually to an end,
when his older brother,  Zacharia, died and
he took a share in thes u c c e s s i o n  o f  h i s
business as a representat ive of  foreign
manufacturers.
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Leon Gattegno was another good teacher
o f  F r e n c h  l i t e r a t u r e .  H e  n o t  o n l y  t a u g h t
t he  beau ty  o f  t he  wo rks  o f  t he  bes t
au tho rs  bu t  he  took  t ime  to  quo te  the
l e s s e r  w r i t e r s  a n d  p o e t s .  H e  l i k e d
to  repeat  these  verses  o f  Le f ran  de
Pompignan:

Jusques a quand mortels farouches
Vivrons nous de ha ine e t  d 'a ig reur?
Preterons nous toujours nos bouches
Au langage de la fureur?
Implacable dans ma colere
Je m'applaudis de la misere
De mon ennemi terasse,
Je me releve, i l  succombe
Et moi-meme a ses pieds je tombe.. . . .

L e  n i l a  v u  s u r  s e s  r i v a g e s
L e s  n o i r s  h a b i t a n t s  d e s  d e s e r t s
I n s u l t e r  p a r  l e u r s  c r i s  s a u v a g e s
L ' a s t r e  e c l a t a n t  d e  l ' u n i v e r s .

C r i s  i m p u i s s a n t s ,  f u r e u r s  b i z a r r e s
T a n d i s  q u e  c e s  m o n s t r e s  b a r b a r e s
P o u s s a i e n t  d ' i n s o l e n t e s  c l a m e u r s ,
L e  d i e u  p o u s u i v a n t  s a  c a r r i e r e ,
V e r s a i t  d e s  t o r r e n t s  d e  l u m i e r e
S u r  s e s  o b s c u r s  b l a s p h e m a t e u r s .

T h i s  a u t h o r  d i e d  h e a r t b r o k e n  f o r  t h e
r i d i c u l e  p o u r e d  o n  h i m  b y  t h e  c e n a c l e
f o r m e d  b y  V o l t a i r e ,  R o u s s e a u ,  D ' A l e m b e r t
e t  D i d e r o t . Y e t , t h e s e  v e r s e s  a l o n e ,
r e p l e t e  w i t h  m e a n i n g ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n
e n o u g h  t o  s e c u r e  f o r  h i m  a n  e l e v a t e d
p o s i t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  o f  t h e
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  L i k e  m y  t e a c h e r ,
L e o n  G a t t e g n o ,  I  a m  a l w a y s  h a u n t e d  b y
t h e  a d v a n c e d  i d e a l s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h i s
o b s c u r e  p o e t . T h e  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d  b y
L e f r a n  d e  P o m p i g n a n  r e m a i n s  s t i l l  u n -
answered.

U n t i l  w h e n  w i l l  s e l f i s h n e s s
a n d  s t u p i d i t y  p r e v a i l  a m o n g  m e n ? . . . . .
u n t i l  w h e n ? . . . . .

*  *  *

I  h a v e  a  v i v i d  s o u v e n i r  o f  a n  i n c i d e n t
t h a t  i s  a  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  m y  c h a r a c t e r .
D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  l e s s o n  I  h a d
s o m e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e s o l v i n g  a  m a t h e -
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matical  problem. My teacher then asked
me the elementary question to add up,
two and two.  I  thought  th is  was an
insu l t  to  my  in te l l i gence  and  I  p re fe r red
not to answer.
s i l e n c e  f o r  i g n o r a n c e .

My  teacher  in te rp re ted  my
He summoned

his young son who was a pupi l  in a
lower class and asked him the same
ques t i on  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  en t i r e
classroom. The ch i ld  immedia te ly
r e p l i e d :  f o u r .  T h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f
the  p roud  fa the r  was  ev iden t . He was
conv inced o f  h is  o f fspr ing 's  precoc i ty
and of my retarded mind. How simple
i t  would have been i f  I  would have re-
p l i e d  t o  h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t
p lace .  Dur ing  my  en t i re  l i f e  I  seem
to  be  unab le  to  rep ly  w i th  an  insu l t
to  o ther  people 's  a f f ronts  to  me.
Th is  is  due to  my inner  anger  that  I
am not eager to show and to my curiosity
to phantom the self esteem of an adversary.
I f ,  on occasion, I  am tempted to oppose
the agressive arguments of others, my
wife is always there to dissuade me from
exploding my wrath.  She says that a
civi l ized way to show contempt for an
insult ing opponent is by keeping absolute
silence. Anyway since early childhood
my temperament was never ready for
retor ts and potent ia l  adversar ies have
taken my hesitat ions for the r ighteousness
of their  argument. I  was always slow
in expressing my opinions and views;
but  th is  do not  make the o ther  fe l low 's
idea r igh t .

* * *

Salvator  Djahon was our  teacher  in  German;
he was a lso  teach ing bookkeep ing in  the
higher  secondary c lasses.

A  s o r t  o f  f a c u l t y  e x i s t e d  a n d  i t  w a s
formed by the dean,  Leon Gat tegno,  h is
b r o t h e r ,  I s a a c ,  a n d  t h e i r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,
S a l v a t o r  D j a h o n  a n d  l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,
Leon Recanati. o the r  teachers  among  many
inc luded,  Monsieur  A l tchek,  Monsieur
Barz i lay ,  Mons ieur  Bens ion,  Mons ieur  Bot ton,
Mons ieu r  Cohn ,  a  recen t  a r r i va l  f rom Aus t r i a ,
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a n d  M o n s i e u r  O u r i .  T h i s  l a s t  t e a c h e r  w a s  t h e
c a u s e  o f  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t
c r e a t e d  f u r o r  i n  o u r  s c h o o l .  L i g h t  c o r p o r a l
p u n i s h m e n t  o f  a  p u p i l  d e s e r v i n g  i t ,  w a s
n o t  u n u s u a l .  O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  i n  t h e
c o u r s e  o f  i n f l i c t i n g  t h i s  s o r t  o f  r e p r i m a n d
t o  o n e  o f  t h e  b o y s  o f  o u r  c l a s s ,  t h e
t e a c h e r  h a d  h a r d l y  t o u c h e d  h i m  w i t h  a  r u l e r
f o r  a  m i n o r  o f f e n s e .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  t h e
i r a t e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  p u n i s h e d  b o y  e r u p t e d
i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a s s a u l t i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r
w i t h  s o n o r o u s  s l a p s  t o  h i s  f a c e .  A n
uproar  was  caused by  some pup i l s  who were
n o t  t o o  u n h a p p y  t o  s e e  t h i s  p u n i s h m e n t
i n f l i c t e d  t o  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  t e a c h e r  i n
r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t h r a s h i n g s  t h e y  h a d
s u f f e r e d  f r o m  h i m  o n  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s .
F rom tha t  day  on ,  co rpo ra l  pun i shmen t
w a s  a b o l i s h e d  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  d i s -
c i p l i n e  w a s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  m a i n t a i n e d .

The  Sabe tay  Sev i  s t o r y  o f  t he  seven teen th
c e n t u r y  h a s  b e e n  t o o  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d .  A n y -
w a y ,  a f t e r  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  I s l a m , h i s
m o s t  f a i t h f u l  f o l l o w e r s  c o n v e r t e d  a l s o .
T h e y  w e r e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  c o n c e n t r a t e d
in  Sa lon ica  where  the i r  descenden ts
f a m i l i e s ,  a s  t h e  p o p u l a r  s a y i n g  g o e s ,
some o f  t hem,  p rac t i ced  sec re t l y  Juda ism.
Two men  o f  t h i s  sec t  were  teach ing  the
Turk i sh  l anguage  i n  ou r  schoo l .

Eve ry  t eache r  had  h i s  own  pecu l i a r i t y
t h a t  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  t h e  c r i t i c a l  m i n d
o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s . M u s l e u d d i n  E f f e n d i ,
one  o f  these  two  teachers ,  used  to
repea t  i n  a  l oud  vo i ce  the  bad  marks
o f  t he  pup i l s  dese rv ing  them. T h e
moni to r  in  charge,  a  good boy  who d id
n o t  m i s s  a  j o k e ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e
t e a c h e r ' s  r e p l y .

was  ask ing  a lways :
"Quime,  e f fend i?"  (To whom the badmarks, s i r ? )

and Muslueddin Ef fendi
d i d  n o t  f a i l  t o  r e p l y :  " s h o o  e s h e y e h "
( t o  t h i s  j a ckass )  and  h i s  i ndex  po in ted
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o y  d e s e r v i n g
t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n .  T h e  h i l a r i t y  o f  t h e
whole c lass doubled the punishment of
the  un fo r tuna te  s tuden t .  A  sad  no te
to th is  otherwise amusing inc ident  was
the fac t  tha t  th is  moni to r ,  named
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Jacques Chibi, (Pronounced Sheebee)
d ied  o f  t yphus  f eve r  sho r t l y  a f t e r  h i s
graduation,caus ing a  deep sor row to
a l l  o f  u s  h i s  f r i e n d s .

In the elementary classes women teachers
were prevalent. Among these I  w i l l
mention Mademoiselle Benjamin, Mademoiselle
Yoel and Mademoiselle Djahon. The  l as t
one had been my teacher in 1906/07 and
twenty  o r  th i r t y  years  la te r  she  was  a
teacher to my Nephews Recanati.

Accompanying Monsieur Barzilay I have
attended my teacher Abram Botton's
wedding. I t  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g
in the cour tyard of  h is  house where
three hundred people were assembled.
I t  was the f i rs t  such ceremony I  had
attended. Sho r t l y  a f t e r  and  f o l l ow ing
my bro ther  Leon 's  b i r th ,  I  have
a s s i s t e d  a t  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  o f  o u r
maid Leah's marriage. As was the
custom of  that  t ime, the wedding
procession composed of the most
important guests who in open and
horses drawn carr iages toured the c i ty
before reaching the house where the
wedding was to take place.T h e  b r i d e
was a  maid  in  our  house fo r  f i f teen
years.  She was there whi le  seven
chi ldren were born to my parents. She
proved to  be  i r rep laceab le . Many
years later when my wife accompanied
m e  t o  h e r  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  S a l o n i c a ,  L e a h
came to  see  us .  I t  was  in  1924 and she
had  s t i l l  t he  same  s ing ing  t one  i n  he r
voice common to our Jewish working
c lass  who spoke on ly  our  co lor fu l
l ad ino  d ia lec t .  She  g ree ted  my  w i fe
w i th  the  exc lamat ion :  "So ,  you  a re  the
w i f e  o f  M o n s i e u r  A l b e r t o ? "  W i t h  t h i s
ou tc ry  i t  was  ev ident  tha t  she  expec ted
my b r ide  to  have  the  aspec t  o f  a  p r in -
cess ? She was  c lear l y  d isappo in ted  to
see a plain young woman. I  w a s  t o l d
in  New York  a  few years  la ter  tha t  one
of her marr ied daughters had emigrated
w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  t o  A m e r i c a .  I  n e v e r
knew them because I  ignore their
family name. I n  t h e  p e r i o d  I  a s s i s t e d

4 3



a t  t h e s e  t w o  w e d d i n g s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
i n c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  o u r  s c h o o l . T h e
w o m a n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  c l e a n i n g  o f  t h e
c l a s s r o o m s  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  p r e m i s e s  w e r e
b u r g l a r i z e d  a n d  s h e  l o s t  h e r  s a v i n g s .
I t  w a s  s a i d  t h e n ,  w h a t  t h e  b u r g l a r
h a d  l e f t ,  t h e  f o r t u n e  t e l l e r  t o o k  a w a y .
T h e  s o o t h s a y e r  t o l d  h e r  t o  h a n g  a n  a x e
a t  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l .
D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a x e  s h o u l d
b e  s e c u r e l y  f i x e d ,  i t  w o u l d  f a l l  d o w n
o n  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  d e p r i v e d  h e r  o f  h e r
h a r d  e a r n e d  m o n e y .  W h a t  i s  a m a z i n g
i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s
n o n s e n s e  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  w i t h o u t  c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s
o n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l .

O n  m y  w a y  t o  s c h o o l  I  h a d  t o  c o m e  n e a r
the  Mosque o f  Hamza Bey and the
I s l a m i c  c e m e t e r y  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  o p p o -
s i t e  c o r n e r . T h e  t a l l e s t  m i n a r e t  i n
Sa lon ica  wast h e  o n e  o f  t h i s  m o s q u e .
A  f e w  t i m e s  I  t o o k  a  l o o k  a t  t h e
i n t e r i o r ;  a s  f o r  w a l k i n g  o n  i t ,  I
n e v e r  t r i e d  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  t o  r e m o v e
m y  s h o e s  t o  w a l k  o n  t h e  r i c h  c a r p e t e d
f l o o r . T h e  f i d e l s  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o
p r a y e r s  b y  t h e  m u e z z i m  s t o p p i n g  f o u r
t i m e s  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  H e  r e c i t e d
i n  a  l o u d  s i n g i n g  v o i c e  a  f e w  v e r s e s
o f  t h e  K o r a n  f r o m  t h e  b a l c o n y  h i g h  o n
t h e  m i n a r e t .
d e v o t e e s  l i n e d  u p  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,
w a s h i n g  t h e i r  f e e t  a n d  a r m s  u p  t o
e l b o w s  w i t h  w a t e r  r u n n i n g  f r o m  f a u c e t s
b e f o r e  g o i n g  i n  t o  p r o s t r a t e  a d d r e s s i n g
t h e i r  p r a y e r s  t o  A l l a h .  T h i s  v a s t
m o s q u e  h a d  h i s  b a c k  t o  a  m a i n  a r t e r y
c a l l e d  T a r t a k a l e h .

W i t h  t h e  c o n q u e s t
o f  the  Greeks  in  1912 ,  the  name was
changed  to  Odos  Egna t ia .  On  an  en -
c l o s u r e  p r o t r u d i n g  t o  t h e  s i d e w a l k
o n e  c o u l d  s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e  j a l o u s i e s

a  l o n e  t o m b ,  a  s a i n t l y  s h e h  w a s  b u r i e dt h e r e . The devou t  Mos lems  be l i ev ing
i n  m i r a c l e s  w e r e  a t t a c h i n g  s t r i n g s  t o
t h e  j a l o u s i e s  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  i n  a
p r o v i d e n t i a l  c u r e  f o r  a l l  k i n d s  o f
a i l m e n t s .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  l o n g e s t  s t r e e t
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of  the c i ty  and pr ior  to  e lec t r i f i ca-
tion a horse drawn tramway was making
the run from one end of the artery to
the other end.A t  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  o f
elevation two horses were not enough
and an additional team of two horses
were attached to the carriage always
crowded. I  watched the f idels
entering the mosque and in my childish
mind I was wondering to whom these
devotions were addressed. Was he the
same God of the Jews?

A cafe in front of the mosque was a
center where Jewish craftsmen were
congregating. It was a huge place
always crowded by Turks and Jews alike.Everytime my father needed a mason or
a painter to do some work in our house
he always met his man there. It was
the center for the Jewish musicians
cal led " tchalghidj is ." They were, what
I  wi l l  ca l l ,  legi t imate music ians but
two characters that appeared at every
wedding, circumcision, etc., were
"Tramuz" and "Bona la Tagnedera." He
played the fiddle and she played the
tambourine. They were like cat and
dog, always arguing over the emoluments
paid to them for their required or some-
times unrequired services.

Once I ventured to the entrance of the
Catholic church in the Rue Frangue.
with a trembling heart from the? thres-
hold, I watched two nuns on their knees.
They were si lent ly praying in front of
a huge cross with the statue of a semi-
naked man with extended arms and feet
na i l ed  t o  i t .  I  sh i ve red  a t  t he  s i gh t
of  the p i t i fu l  and cruel  spectac le.
According to the Christ ian fai th, he
is the Son of God. Was his father the
one i l lustrated in my histoire sainte?
Was not his mother a Jewish maid that
the Christ ians cal l  the Virgin Mary?
I was already shaken in my anthropoid
idea o f  God.In my young mind I was
try ing to f ind another form or  def i -
n i t ion for  God the creator  of  a l l
th ings.  I  was real iz ing that  he could
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n o t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  m a n  w i t h  t h e  b e a r d
o f  m y  h i s t o i r e  s a i n t e .

The  Rue  F ranque  bes ides  the  chu rch  and
t h e  a d j a c e n t  s t o r e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  b a t h s
o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  M i s s i o n  d e s  F r e r e s ,
T h e  O t t o m a n  B a n k  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t
t h e  A u s t r i a n  p o s t  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  P a s s a g e
Lomba rd ,  popu la r l y  known  as  t he  "Han  de
Lombardo." I t  w a s  a  v a s t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g
g i v i n g  a c c e s s  f r o m  t h e  R u e  F r a n q u e  t o  a
p a r a l l e l  s t r e e t  t h r o u g h  a  f l i g h t  o f
s t a i r s .  I n  t h i s  s t r e e t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e n d s
o f  t h e  I s h t e e r a  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  w h o l e s a l e
t r a d e  i n  r a w  h i d e s  w a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d .
I n  t h e  p a s s a g e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  " C a v e d j i "
w a s  l o c a t e d ,  a l w a y s  b u s y  b r i n g i n g
a r o m a t i c  s m a l l  c u p s  o f  T u r k i s h  c o f f e e
t o  s t o r e s  a n d  o f f i c e s .  T h e  " H a n  d e
Lombardo" was considered the exchange
o f  t h e  c o c o o n  m a r k e t .  T w i c e  a  d a y  a t
c e r t a i n  t i m e s  o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  a f t e r -
noon, the cocoon merchants assembled
i n  t h e  t i n y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e
c a v e d j i  w h e r e  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  b e -
tween se l le rs  and  buyers  (cor redores)
came to  conc lude  the i r  dea ls . Pas t
Colombo Street  the Rue Franque inc-
l uded  the  Schoo l  f o r  Boys  o f  t he
Miss ion  Des Freres  and the  Schoo l  fo r
G i r l s  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  D e s  S o u r s .  A t
tha t  po in t  t he  s t ree t  made  an  ang le
w i t h  t h e  S t r e e t  o f  t h e  A r s e n a l
(Tophane) . I t  was  mos t l y  a  dese r ted
s t r e e t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  w h i c h  t h e  f a c t o r y
of  my Uncle Isaac,  (Fabr ica de Cocouyo)
was located. T h e  a d j a c e n t  b u i l d i n g
housed the German school.

*  *  *

I t  w a s  a  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  o f  1 9 0 9  w h e n
e v e r y  J e w i s h  s h o p k e e p e r  i n  t o w n  w a s
f e v e r i s h l y  g i v i n g  t h e  f i n a l  t o u c h e s
t o  c u l m i n a t e  a  w e e k ' s  w o r k  a n d  p r e -
p a r i n g  t o  c l o s e  u p  s h o p  f o r  t h e
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a b b a t h .  M y
b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ,  a n d  I  w i t h  M o n s i e u r
B a r z i l a y  w e r e  o n  o u r  ? w a y  h o m e  w h e n
c a s u a l l y  w e  s a w  o u r  c o u s i n ,  L e o n
B e n u s i g l i o ,  a c c o m p a n y i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ,
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biaou.
By the expression of their

sad event was taking place. In factfaces our teacher surmised that some

upon reaching home we learned that myGrandfather Benusiglio had died a
couple of hours before. For my part
the specter of death was something
happening to others leaving members
of my family untouched for ever and
ever.

Until the funeral on Sunday,
I had time to think and came to
realize that inexorably it affects
every person and nobody is immune to

My mother and my Aunt Grassia
with their brothers went every day to
keep the seven days of mourning
(Shiva) in their father's house. This
was the period that I learned a great
deal, including some anecdotes related
to my grandfather's life. He was
living in a house that he owned at the
end of a short street "En Cul de Sac."
The building was old but meticulously
clean:

Another worthwhile house was
occupied by the well known banker,
Aron Matarasso, and his family. The
rest of the block was composed of
decrepit houses in which people of
modest conditions were living. T h e
only thing that could be said of these
folks is that they were keeping their
dwellings clean. One of those was
"Esther La Forastera" known by this
designation because she hailed from
Monastir. On one corner of the street
one could see a flock of geese in the
courtyard of a cocoon factory.I t  w a s
the property of the Asher family. The
geese thrive for their nourishment on
the worms of the cocoons produced
abundantly after the spinning of the
cocoons. Another spot to give character
to this serenesection of town was the
property of a "Hodja" (one pilgrim to
Mecca who had the right to attach a
white or green cloth around their head-
gear) and he was cultivating flowers
in his huge garden. These were the
surroundings of the house of my Grand-
father Benusiglio that I remember.
The building was located at the end
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o f  a  s l o p e ,  t h e  w i n d o w s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d
f l o o r  l e v e l i n g  a l m o s t  w i t h  t h e  a d j a c e n t
s t r e e t .  H e  h a d  h i s  b e d r o o m  o n  t h i s
s e c o n d  f l o o r .  H i s  s o n ,  M o s h o n ,  w i t h
h i s  w i f e ,  M a z a l t o v ,  o c c u p i e d  a n o t h e r
bedroom. T w o  o t h e r  b e d r o o m s  w e r e
o c c u p i e d  b y  a n o t h e r  c o u p l e  p a y i n g  r e n t
w i t h  a n  a d u l t  s o n  a n d  d a u g h t e r ;  t h e
l a d y ,  G i o i a  C a r a s s o ,  w a s  a  s i s t e r  t o
m y  A u n t  M a z a l t o v .  E v e r y  p e r s o n  o n
t h i s  f l o o r  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  u s e
t h e  l a r g e  l i v i n g  r o o m  c a l l e d  " v a r a n d a d o "
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o m m o n  k i t c h e n .  O n  t h e
f l o o r  a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l  a  f e w  r e l a t i v e s
i n  m o d e s t  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  t e n a n t s  a t
v e r y  l o w  r e n t .  A  c o u r t y a r d  i n  t h e
r e a r  h a d  a  l o n e  p o m e g r a n a t e  t r e e .
A r o u n d  t h e  f e s t i v a l  o f  S u c c o t h  i t  w a s
p l u n d e r e d  o f  i t s  f r u i t  b y  u s  c h i l d r e n .
A  s o r t  o f  w o o d e n  b a l c o n y  g a v e  a c c e s s
t o  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ;  i t  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d
p r e c a r i o u s  a n d  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r  w a s
a l w a y s  e n j o i n i n g  h i s  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  n o t
t o  v e n t u r e  i n  t h e  " t c h a d r a c . " I  l i k e d
t h e  a d v e n t u r e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  t h e
p r a c t i c a l  w a y  t o  r e a c h  t h e  b r a n c h e s  o f
t h e  t r e e  b e l o w .  A b o u t  t h e  a g e  o f
s e v e n t y - f i v e ,  f o l l o w i n g  a n  a n c i e n t
t r a d i t i o n  m yg r a n d f a t h e r  b o u g h t  a
s h r o u d  i n  w h i c h  h e  w i s h e d  t o  b e  b u r i e d .
O n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  f e s t i v i t i e s  w e r e  i n
o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  A l m i g h t y
t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e a c h  t h i s  a g e .
R e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  w e r e  i n v i t e d a n d
a  l a r g e  c r o w d  w a s  a s s e m b l e d .  M y  g r a n d -
f a t h e r  m i n d f u l  t h a t  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e
u p p e r  a p a r t m e n t  m i g h t  h a v e  c o l l a p s e d ,
some suppor t ing beams were p laced on
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  f l o o r
above?

W h e n  m y  G r a n d f a t h e r  B e n u s i g l i o  r e t i r e d
h e  s o l d  h i s  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  t o  a  m a n
n a m e d  B e n v e n i s t e  G a t t e g n o .  I n  t h a t
s t o r e  a  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  m y  U n c l e
L i a o u  w a s  a l s o  w o r k i n g .  I  i g n o r e  i f
h e  w a s  a  p a r t n e r  o r  i n
c a p a c i t y . s o m e  o t h e r

A n y w a y ,  I  r e m e m b e r  t h e  m a n ,
Y a c o  B e n m a y o r ,  a l w a y s  s m i l i n g  a n d  f u l lo f  j o k e s . A t t h e  t i m e  o f  m y  g r a n d -

f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  h i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  h o l d i n g s
48



included his house, the building on
Sabri Pasha Street where his hardware
business was located and a parcel of
land in the Tabana section of the city.
Tabana meant the processing of hides
after the carcass had been removed from
the animal in the slaughter house?

My Grandfather Benusiglio was a shop-
keeper dealing in bulding materials
and hardware. He was the f i rst  one in
Salonica to import European hinges;
until then hinges forged by gypsies
were in general use. By the standards
of that period he was considered a
rich man.

The money he had acumulated
derived from his trade and from real
estate speculat ions. I  could never
f ind out  the t ru th about  a  s tory  c i r -
culat ing in the fami ly c i rc le regarding
an old safe that he sold to my father.
Upon reaching his office my father
proceeded to clean the webs that had
formed in an enclosure at the bottom
of  i t .  He was surpr ised to  f ind a
small sack containing two hundred
Turkish pounds in gold coins. Was
this true or was i t  a story showing
the old man's concern to hide money
and fo rge t t ing  about  i t?My maternal
grandfather was a man devoted to his
family and I missed his generosity
a f ter  h is  death  in  h is  g iv ing s i lver
coins to me and my brothers every time
we were visit?ng n?m. Among his real
estate speculation, he bought on one
occasion a row of houses in one i l l
reputed section of town. The income
was good but the collection of rent
was a problem. His son, Moshon, who
was in charge of i t ,  assisted to an
altercation between some men armed
with knives in the course of such a
col lect ion. Al though he was an in-
nocent bystander he got scared and
since then he got moody and subject
to mental aberrations. He was sent
to an inst i tut ion in Constant inople.
Dur ing a v is i t  there o f  h is  wi fe ,
Mazaltov, she noticed the treatment
to which he was submitted and not

4 9



b e a r i n g  t h e  c r u e l t y  o f  i t  s h e  t o o k
h i m  b a c k  t o  S a l o n i c a .  H e  w a s  k e p t  i n
h i s  f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e  i n  s e c l u s i o n  w i t h
h i s  w i f e  a s s i s t i n g  h i m  f a i t h f u l l y
d u r i n g  a  f e w  y e a r s .  H e  d i e d  o n  t h e
f i r s t  d a y  o f  R o s h a s h a n a  f o l l o w i n g  h i s
f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h .  I  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  p r i o r
t o  h i s  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  w h e n  I  w a s  a
v e r y  y o u n g  c h i l d ,  h e  t o o k  m e  f o r  w a l k s
o n  t h e  q u a y .  H e  d i e d  c h i l d l e s s .

* *  *

I t  was  t he  second  day  o f  Succo th  o f  1910 ;
my  pa ren ts  had  gone  to  a  mov ie  thea te r
when towards  even ing  re la t i ves  were
l o o k i n g  f r a n t i c a l l y  f o r  t h e m . T h e i r
message was a sad one; my Grandfather
Sapo r ta  who  was  i n  r e l a t i ve  good  hea l t h
h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a  s t r o k e .
He  d ied  a t  age  82  and  cons ide r ing  the
l i f e s p a n  o f  t h o s e  y e a r s  i t  w a s  a  r i p e
o l d  a g e . Bo th  my  g rand fa the rs  had  d ied
o f  a  s t r o k e ,  e a s i l y  a v o i d a b l e  w i t h
p r o p e r  c a r e .  V i s i t s  t o  a  d o c t o r  w e r e
for  ex t reme cases . S a l t l e s s  a n d  o t h e r
d i e t s  w e r e  u n u s u a l .  T h e  t w o  p o p u l a r l y
used  med i c i nes  we re  cas to r  o i l  f o r
c o n s t i p a t i o n  a n d  q u i n i n e  f o r  M a l a r i a
Fever . The most  advanced fami l ies  kep t
a  l i q u i d  c a l l e d  " s u b l i m e "  u s e d  e x t e r n a l l y
i n  a f f e c t e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b o d y  t o  a v o i d
i n f e c t i o n .

S i x  s o n s  a n d  f o u r  d a u g h t e r s  s u r v i v e d  m y
G r a n d f a t h e r  S a p o r t a .

H e  w a s  l o v e d  a n d
r e s p e c t e d  b y  a l l  h i s  k i n  a n d  b y  a l l  w h o
k n e w  h i m ,  f o r  h i s  w i s d o m  a n d  h o n e s t y ,
a n d  b y  h i s  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  t o  t h e
p o i n t  o f  v e n e r a t i o n .  H e  w a s  a  g i a n t
o f  m o r a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  r a r e  t o d a y  i n  o u r
w o r l d  o f  s k e p t i c i s m .

*  *

S i n c e  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  m y  G r a n d p a r e n t s
S a p o r t a  w e r e  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  R u e  P a r a l l e l e
o r  v i c i n i t y .  T h i s  s t r e e t  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d
a s  s u c h  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e
q u a y .  M y  U n c l e s  D a v i d  a n d  S a m u e l  w h o
w e r e  s t i l l  b a c h e l o r s  w e r e  l i v i n g  w i t h
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  M y  U n c l e  L e o n  w a s  a
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student in I taly. For one reason or
another they moved to three differentapartments in a period of six years.

Finally
they found a suitable house

bought it.
It was known as the House

and

of Han David Shuto. The shares of the
purchase were equally divided between
one had 50%, the ratio of the othermy Uncles David and Samuel. This last
half was 62% for my father and 38% for
my Uncle David because this was the
percentage of ownership of the firm
Daniel AB. Saporta whose funds were
used in acquiring the half of the
property.

The building had three
floors and the upper floor was occupied
by my grandfather's household. It was
fi t ted with al l  the comforts of the
period including electr ic l ights just
innovated. The tenant on the second
floor, Tio Raphael Perez, hailed from
the town of Monastir where he was
we11 known and respected. This house-
hold consisted of the couple with an
adult daughter. Friendly relations
prevailed between the two families and
the young lady, Gentille Perez, be-
coming eventually the bride of my Uncle
Samuel Saporta in 1916. The street
Floor after considerable work and
transformation was converted into a
store and rented to a dealer in house-
hold articles, mostly t inware. I t  was
a corner house and the next building,
recently constructed, was occupied at
street level by the ortices of the Gaz
Company and the vast second floor was
the center for the "Association des
Anciens Eleves de L'Alliance Israelite
Universelle." To complete the block
on the next corner were the offices
and material stores of the "Compagnie
des Eaux de Salonique."

*  *  *

Af ter  the  death  o f  bo th  my grandfa thers
I  s t a r t e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  a  l i f e  b e y o n d
l i f e .  I  w a s  h e a r i n g  s o  m u c h  o f  a  p a r a -
d i s e  f o r  t h e  j u s t  a n d  a  h e l l  f o r  t h e
wicked that  I  was mak ing every  e f fo r t
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t o  be  on  the  s ide  o f  t he  up r igh t .
maid, Leah, was responsible for the

Our

g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  t e l l i n g
us  s to r ies  in  ea r l y  ch i l dhood  a t  bed-
t ime o f  the  need le  p i t  (e l  poud j i co  de
las agoujas)  for  naughty  ch i ldren.

As I was emerging from my childhood
years  I  was  in  a  s ta te  o f  perp lex i t y
as to  my re l ig ious fee l ings. I  d e f i n i t e l y
knew that the bearded man of my histoire
sainte was not the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob.

* *  *

L i e t o  N o a h  w a s  a  p o p u l a r  f i g u r e  a m o n g
t h e  S a l o n i c a  J e w s  a s  a n  i m p r e s a r i o  a n d
t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  E d e n  T h e a t e r .  H e  b e -
c a m e  f a m o u s  t a k i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  i n
i n s t i t u t i n g  i n  S a l o n i c a  a  s h e l t e r  f o r
t h e  i n s a n e  ( a s i l e  d ' a l i e n e s ) .  T h e  f i r s t
p e r s o n  t o  b e  r e c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  a s i l e  w a s
a  J e w i s h  m a n ,  e v i d e n t l y  i n s a n e  s l e e p i n g
i n  d o o r w a y s  a n d  f e d  b y  c h a r i t a b l e  h a n d s .
H e  w a s  r u n n i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  i n  t h e
" a j a d e h "  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  t a l k i n g
t o  h i m s e l f  i n c o h e r e n t l y .  T h e  T u r k s ,  w h o
a r e  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  p e o p l e ,
c a r e d  f o r  h i m  i n  m a n y  w a y s .  I n  s u m m e r
e v e r y t i m e  t h e y  w e r e  w a t e r i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s ,
t h e y  p l a c e d  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  m a n  u n d e r
t h e  h o s e  i n  a  f o r c e d  s h o w e r  t o  c l e a n  h i m
u p .  W i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  a s i l e ,  h e
w a s  n o t  a n y m o r e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  a s  a
p u b l i c  d i s g r a c e  t o  t h e  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y .

I n  t h i s  p e r i o d  a n  I t a l i a n  a c t o r  c a m e  t o
t o w n . I  i g n o r e  i f  h e  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o
S a l o n i c a  b y  o u r  i m p r e s a r i o  L i e t o  N o a h .
A n y w a y  h i s  a r t i s t r y  c o n s i s t e d  i n  t h e
h a n d  i s  q u i c k e r  t h a n  t h e  e y e  t e c h n i q u e .
I  h a v e  a s s i s t e d  t o  t w o  o f  h i s  s h o w s .
O n e  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  o f  o u r
s c h o o l  w h e r e  a l l  t h e  c l a s s e s  w e r e
assembled.  Everyone was amazed a t
t h e  p o w e r s  o f  d i v i n a t i o n  o f  S i g n o r
P r o c a c i n i  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  n o
d o u b t s  a b o u t  h i s  v e r a c i t y .  S o m e o n e
i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  p l a n t e d  a  p i n  i n  a
w a l l  w h i l e  o u r  " p r e s t i d i g i t a t e u r "  w a s
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not looking.
He came among us and he

took one of the kids by the hand leading
was planted.him to the exact spot where the pinEveryone was puzzled but
no one doubted the powers of our artist.
I have seen this scene repeated in
another school where Monsieur Barzilay
took my brother, Jacques, and myself
as paying guests.
The real travesty of the supernatural
occurred during a pertormance for adults
only at the Eden Theater.Signor
Procacint pretended he could talk to
the dead.

My dear mother who was in
the audience came home in the evening,
st111 under an emotional spell. She
thought of having seen the shadow of
her dead brother, Moshon, in the
darkened stage.

Our artist was playing
with the emotions of the good people
of salonica.

*  *

A small synagogue was located in the
courtyard of Monsteur Barzi lay's house.
The shelves on i ts  wal ls were replete
with old big books. On occasion some
rabbis assembled there to study and
comment on some point of Mosaid or
Talmudic law. I  was impressed by the
sight of a man with a long beard among

them.
He was poor ly  dressed in  a

caftan that had seen better days on
another r icher person. He remained
si lent  whi le  the others were d iscussing
and he seemed to absorb knowledge from
these debates. When the proceedings
were over,  he talked incessant ly to
whomever was present, laughing and
joking broom in hand sweeping the f loor
of the synagogue and the courtyard.

I  do not  reca l l  h is  rea l  name but  he
was designated at "Beguilgoul," de-
noting he had come back from the dead.
I  ignore  any  exp lana t ion  fo r  i t  bu t
in my imagination then he represented
one who after being dead, came back to
live again.
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A few rickety trees were in the same
courtyard and while my teacher was
absent I always climbed up them, to
the desperation of Mr. Barzilay's
parents who were afraid of my falling
down.

Th i s  cou r t ya rd  had  many  apa r tmen ts  i n
t w o  f l o o r s .  T h e y  w e r e  s h a b b y  b u t  k e p t
v e r y  c l e a n  b y  t h e i r  t e n a n t s .  O n e
q u a l i t y  c o m m o n  t o  e v e r y  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f
t h e  N e a r  B a s t  c o n s i s t e d  i n  k e e p i n g  t h e
i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e i r  h a b i t a t i o n  n e a t  a n d
c l e a n  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s ,
t h e  s t r e e t s  w e r e  d i r t y  b u t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l
a r t e r i e s . H o w  c o u l d  i t  b e  d i f f e r e n t
w i th  so  many  s t ray  dogs  roaming  the
s t ree ts? T h e  l a n d l o r d  o f  t h i s  c o u r t y a r d
and the tenements was an o ld and
eminent  rabb i  who was pres id ing
a l w a y s  a t  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  e r u d i t e  m e n
who were discussing Mosaid and
Ta lmud ic  l aws  in  the  yesh ivah  on
h i s  p r o p e r t y .  I t  w a s  i n d e e d  a  h u g e
p i e c e  o f  l a n d  b e t w e e n  t w o  s t r e e t s ,  o f
c o u r s e ,  w i t h o u t  n a m e ,  o n  o n e  s i d e  t h e
s t r e e t  r u n n i n g  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  b a t h s
des ignated as the "Bagnos de l  Kapan"
a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  f l a n k e d  b y  t h e
Errera Factory  weav ing men's  underwear .
A f t e r w a r d s  t h i s  f a c t o r y  w a s  s o l d  t o
t h e  f i r m ,  F l o r e n t i n ,  S a p o r t a  &  B e r a h a
and was des ignated as  the "Fabr ica  de
Moomees de Peppo."  The only  poss ib le
way  to  des igna te  a  p roper ty  was  to
m e n t i o n  a  l a n d m a r k  n e a r - b y .  I n  t h i s
c a s e ,  a l l  w e r e  c o m p r i s e d  i n  t h e  " r o g o s "
s e c t i o n  o f  t o w n .  P r o p e r t i e s  l i k e  t h e s e
w e r e  c a l l e d  " c o r t i j o s . "  T h e  m o s t
famous was the  "Cor t i jo  de l  Passo"
t he  "Co r t i j o  de  Han  Rabeno . "  Th i sa n d
last  one was the proper ty  o f  Rabeno
Bo t t on ,  a  we l l  known  j ewe le r  i n  t own .

Among
so many apar tments  in  Rabbi

B e n v e n i a t e ' s" c o r t i j o "  a  l o n e l y  s m a l l  h o u s e  w a s  s t a n d i n g
o n  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  A  P e r a h i a
f a m i l y  w a s  l i v i n g  t h e r e .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f
the  coup le  w i th  an  adu l t  son  and  fou r
beaut i fu l  daughters .  The w idowed mother
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of the lady of this household was living
with them: she was an older sister of my
Grandmother saporta. On one occasion she
came out of the house while I was passingShe had a message. for my father, she
wanted a sack of "blancoura."
me this she seemed certain that her nephew

In telling
was eager to help her. Coal is black and
the color of mourning and she did not
want to remind loved ones of that color
and she used the opposite term "blancoura,"
the symbol of purity. Every time an uglything was mentioned the term "afuera de
tus caras" was employed thus wishing the
listener to avoid being confronted by
this thing.

* * *

The year 1910 marked the end of our going
wi th  Mons ieur  Barz i lay  a f te r  schoo l

hours.
I  w a s  a l r e a d y  a  b i g  b o y  a n d

my bro thers ,  Jacques and Fra te l l i ,
we re  a t tend ing  the  I ta l i an  schoo l
Located in  another  sec t ion  o f  town.
They managed to go and come back home
by themselves.

I  s ta r ted  to  en joy  my  new ly  f ound  i n -
dependence by going out wi th my fr iends
especial ly on Saturday af ternoon when
we assis ted to footbal l  matches between
in te r -schoo l  teams o f  sen io r  s tuden ts .
Another place where boys congregated
was the "Beshtch inar"  park located
n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  I n  t h i s
c o n n e c t i o n  I  w i l l  c i t e  a n  e p i s o d e  i n
w h i c h  I  a l m o s t  l o s t  m y  l i f e .  H o r s e
drawn t ramways in a few long st reets
we re  s t i l l  t he  mode  o f  t r anspo r ta t i on
i n  Sa lon i ca .  I n  t he  yea r  1906 /1907  a
Belg ian company bu i l t  an  e lec t r ic  power
plant  and the ant iquated horse drawn
cars  were  rep laced  g radua l l y ,  l i ne  by
l i n e ,  b y  m o d e r n  t r o l l e y  c a r s . T h e
distance between "Beshtchinar"  and the
va rda r  sec t i on  ( l a  pue r ta  de  l a  ve lona )
w a s  t h e  l a s t  o n e  t o  b e  e l e c t r i f i e d
u n t i l  2 / 3  y e a r s  l a t e r .  O n  S a t u r d a y s
and hol idays the open cars were always
crowded and k ids  were  c l imb ing  to  i t s
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pla t forms. Once  a  g roup  o f  no isy
chi ldren and myself  among them, were
r i d i n g  p r e c a r i o u s l y  h a n g i n g  o n  t h e  c a r .
i  f e l l ,  m y  h e a d  s t r i k i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e
pavings t o n e s  b a r e l y  o n e  i n c h  f r o m  t h e
p la t fo rm. The t ramway was stopped and
the consensus of the passengers was
that a guardian angel saved my head
f rom be ing  c rushed  in  th i s  acc iden t .
s i n c e  t h i s  f r i g h t f u l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I
have  been  ca re fu l  i n  a l l  ma t te rs .

C o i n c i d e n t a l l y  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n
o f  t h e  t r a m w a y s ,  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  s t a r t e d
t o  b e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  s t o r e s  a n d  p r i v a t e
homes replacing gas burning l ights and
cumbersome kerosene lamps. From the
very beginning our house was f i t ted
w i th  the  modern  e lec t r i c  l i gh t i ng  dev i ces .

*  *  *

In th is  per iod a band was formed in
ou r  schoo l .  I  was  eager  to  j o in  and
my parents acceding to my musical
des i re  enro l led  me in  i t .  Gaetano
Beppe was our instructor and conductor.
He was I ta l ian and had l ived in  Salonica
a l l  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e .  H e  h a d  a t t e n d e d
classes at  Feder ico Fi lardi  School
whi le  my father  was a pupi l  there.
Re had the exuberance of his Napolitan
origin and he was very popular as a
bank leader of every musical group in
town. Al though I  had a good ear  for
music, i t  was too complicated for me
to march and read the notes attached
to my instrument. Signor Gaetano had
me switched from bass trombone to
t rumpet .  I t  was the sh in ies t  t rumpet
in the whole band because I took i t
home and cleaned it incessantly but
I t  d id not  help me to p lay " in  tempo"with the band.Our conductor  who had
a good sense of humor, told me bluntly
that I would become a good musician
the day he will become a rabbi.

Th i s

b e a t  t h e  " g r a n d  c a s s a "  a n d  t h e r e  I  w a s
b e a t i n g  t h e  b i g  d r u m ,  p a r a d i n g  w i t h  t h e
b a n d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  S a l o n i c a  d u r i n g
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the visit of Sultan Reshad in the
vilayets of his empire in Europe.

* * *

After a short lived honeymoon between
the Turkish authorit ies and the revolu-
t ionary exponents of the different
nationalities, the Turkish government
thought of the idea of showing the new
sultan to the populace. This was in
contradiction with the predecessor,
Abdul Hamid, who had lived as a
mysterious recluse in his Yildiz Palace

the  cap i ta l . The v is i t  o f  Su l tan
Reshad resulted in a boomerang. Local
authorities in the European provinces
and private organizations tr ied their
best to promote public enthusiasm.
Many triumphal arches were erected
all the City of Salonica was decorated
with f lags and signs extol l ing the
virtues of a benevolent sultan bent in
unit ing the many national i t ies in the
country. During the sultan's few days
in town it was incessant parades and
all the bands were out playing martial
tunes. I  was par t  o f  one beat ing on
my big drum with sonorous bangs. Our
group was stationed in a corner of
Midat Pasha Boulevard. When the sultan
emerged on the thoroughfare riding in
his landau, the vociferous clamor of
the crowd could be heard from far away:
"Padishahimiz Tchok Yasha" and "Yashasin
Huriet" (long live our emperor) and
(long l ive l iberty) were echoing con-
tinuously in the air. He seemed absent
minded and unconcerned at all these
demonstrations. He offered the image
of an unshaved old man dressed up in a
resplendent uniform decorated with
golden fr i l ls and at t imes, i t  seemed
to me, incredulous that the events
taking place were for him. The popular
saying was that he was addict in
d r ink ing  rak i .  Th is  d id  no t  be f i t  w i th
his posit ion as sultan of the Turkish
Empire and Caliphe of all Islam.

The apparent enthusiastic mood of the
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crowds bel led the antagoniem of the
revo lu t ionary  segments  o f  na t iona l i t i es
who wished to be uni ted to  a respect ive
mother country bordering Turkey in
Europe on al l  s ides. T h e  t o u r  o f  t h e
sul tan inc luded Albania where d iss ident
elements of the population were more
and more rest less in their  demands for
autonomy. The government of Austr ia-
Hungary was creat ing t rouble for  " the
sick man of  Europe."  This was the
term used to mention Turkey in that
period. The Turks, to counterbalance
this t rend, encouraged a more or less
overt  boycott  of  Austr ian goods.
Patr iot ic men were changing their  head-
gear  f rom the  t rad i t i ona l  fez  to  ka lpack .
The fez was among the boycotted articles
imported from Austr ia.A n o t h e r  s o u r c e
of  t roub le  fo r  the  "Sub l ime Por te"  ( the
Department of Foreign Affairs of Turkey
was cal led by this name) were the dis-
sident elements of Bosnia-Hezergovina.
The i r redent is t  pat r io ts  o f  Crete
headed by Elevterior Venizelos were
more and more outspoken in their demand
to be united to Greece. In  Sa lon ica
the Turks organized meetings of protest
attended by few dozen Turks shouting
"Yerith Vermeyiz" (we do not give away
Crete) .  Th is  was the on ly  publ ic
demonstration of refusal to cede the
is land.

A l l  t h e s e  e p i s o d e s  h a d  t o  w a i t  s o m e  t i m e
m o r e  t o  m a t u r e  t o  a  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n .
W h a t  w a s  a t  h a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 9 1 1  f o r
T u r k e y  w a s  t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  T r i p o l i t a n i a
b y  I t a l y .  T h e  T u r k s  w e r e  n o t  a  m a t c h
f o r  t h e  i n v a d i n g  I t a l i a n s . T h e  T u r k i s h
m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  t h e
N o r t h  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t ,  w h o  f o u g h t
f i e r c e l y ,  h a d  t o  g i v e  u p ,  o v e r w h e l m e d
b y  s u p e r i o r  a r m i e s .A l l t h e  I t a l i a n s
i n  Sa lon i ca ,  mos t l y  Jews  conse rv i ng
t h e i r  I t a l i a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  m a n y
g e n e r a t i o n s ,  w e r e  d e p o r t e d  t o  I t a l y .
Among  those  I  w i l l  men t i on  my  Unc le
L iaou  Benus ig l i o ' s  daugh te r ,  Donna ,
wi th  her  husband,  Moshon Venez ia ,  and
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  m y  f r i e n d  a n d  n e i g h b o r ,
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parto Modiano,parents were also deported. This dia
with his brother and

not result in any hardships for thedeportees and for the children it wassome kind of adventurous experience.was jealous for not being Italian

and having an opportunity to travel.

while this was going on, the super-
stitious popular beliet was that the
sultan's visit was ominous to sadIn fact, an epidemic of
events:cholera made many victims. As usually

the case, the poorest part of the
Jewish population was affected. A
section of the Jewish cemetery was
reserved for the daily victims who
were buried in a common grave.
sensible folks adopted hygienic pre-
cautions like boiling drinking water,
avoiding raw fruits and vegetables,The coming of the winter
etc...marked the rapid decline of the
disease. Those affected were not
following elementary rules of hygiene.
they would eat, to cite an example,
too mature melons, provocative of
stomach cramps. My father was very
careful in this respect. He would buy
them direct from the Albanian yurukes
bringing them to market. The quantity
forcibly was too big; he divided the
lot with Hanania Saporta, a distant
relative, who lived with his family
not far from our house. Another source
of contamination was the drinking water
cooled by descending it in zinc
recipients in wells in almost every
kitchen. Poor people could not afford
regular refrigeration in ice boxes and
were cooling their drinking water in
the dampness of the well. They even
bought their water from "Shalom El
Aguador, " a character who made a living
by carrying drinking water to customers
who did not have running metered water
in their house furnished by the
"Compagnie des Eaux de Salonique." In
order to save money, servant girls were
bringing up water from the well for any
other purpose than drinking. Metal
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u tens i l s  we re  t oo  no i sy  i n  t ouch ing  t he
wa l l s  o f  t he  we l l  and  l ea the r  sacks
(couvos)  were employed.  At  t imes an
u n f o r t u n a t e  s e r v a n t  g i r l  d i d  n o t  a t t a c h
p r o p e r l y  t h i s  c o u v o  t o  t h e  c o r d  a n d  i t
f e l l  i n  t h e  w e l l  3 0 / 4 0  f e e t  d e e p ;  i t
rema ined  f l oa t ing  in  the  wa te r . Rather
than buy a new couvo, some households
had  a  con t rap t ion  cons is t ing  o f  a  meta l
c i rc le  wi th  severa l  pending hooks
a t t ached  t o  i t  ca l l ed  "gan t che ra . "
W i t h  i t ,  t h e  s e r v a n t  g i r l  w e n t  " f i s h i n g "
un t i l  t he  couvo  was  b rough t  to  the  sur -
face again.

The wel l  was used by an ind iv idual  in
desperate circumstances who wanted to
commit suicide. He  hu r l ed  h imse l f  i n
the well  and before drowning he had
hur t  h imsel f  aga inst  the s tones forming
the  wa l l s  o f  the  we l l  caus ing  h im to
lose consciousness. Dur ing my young
l i fe  I  have heard o f  people  caus ing
sel f  death by th is  method (se etcho a l
poggio) .

I  c a n n o t  p r o c e e d  w i t h  m y  s t o r y  w i t h o u t
m e n t i o n i n g  a  c h a r a c t e r  a r o u n d  o u r
s e c t i o n  p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s  H a i m  L a Vaca
( H a i m  t h e  C o w ) .  H e  w a s  s e l l i n g  m e l o n s
n e a t l y  a r r a n g e d  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k  i n  f r o n t
o f  o u r  h o u s e . H e  w a s  t h e r e  u n t i l  l a t e
a t  n i g h t  s h o u t i n g  t h e  s w e e t n e s s  o f  h i s
melons. H e  h a d  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  h e  r e f u s e d
t o  b a r g a i n  s t i c k i n g  t o  a  f i x e d  p r i c e
u n t i l  h i s  m e l o n s  w e r e  m a t u r e  e n o u g h  t o
s e l l  a t  w h a t e v e r  p r i c e  p o s s i b l e . A t
n i g h t  h e  w o u l d  c o v e r  h i s  m e l o n s  w i t h
s t r a w  c a r p e t s  a n d  l e a v e  t h e m  u n a t t e n d e d
o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k .H o w  d i f f e r e n t  i t  i s
f r o m  t o d a y ' s  c o n d i t i o n s  w h e n  o n e  h a s  t o
b e  c a r e f u l  w a t c h i n g  h i s  p r o p e r t y .

* * *

T h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  v i l a y e t  o f
N o r t h  A f r i c a  b y  I t a l y  w a s  t h e  p r e l u d e  o f
t h e  v a n i s h i n g  p o w e r  o f  t h e  O s m a n l i s  o v e r
t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  T u r k e y  i n  E u r o p e .

I t  w a sS u c c o t h  o f  1 9 1 2  a n d  a l l  t h e  s i g n s  s p e l l e d
t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e v e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  t o  c h a n g e
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the map of the Balkans politically. Now-adays when radio and television dessiminatenews of important events as they occur,it is hard to imagine the eagerness of

the public to know what was going on a
beginning of the twentieth century.

the Jewish population of Salonica had
its source of information in the local
newspaper,

"La Epoca, " edited in ladino
who ceased publication when its editor,
samuel Levi, established residence in
Switzerland and "El Avenir" edited by
David Florentin.

Another ladino news-
paper was published weekly by Moise

It was a satirical weekly pub-
lication and well known flgures were
castigated in the columns of the
"kirbatch" to the hilarity of an
eager public who on Friday night was
kept laughing for the jokes of its
contents.

Two more serious newspapers
were published in French daily. They

"L'Opinion" and the "L'Independant, "
this last one published by two erudite
editors, Albert Matarasso and Lazare
Nefussy.

In connection with events
going on in this end of September of
1912, L'Independant published an article
having for headline "La Turquie Ne
Craint Pas La Guerre" (Turkey Does Not
Fear War) .

Nobody expected what was
to follow. Tiny Montenegro declared
war on Turkey and this was followed by
declarations of war on Turkey by Serbia,
Bulgaria and Greece. The Turks were
optimistic on the outcome thinking in
terms of a repetition of the war of
1897. Ex-Sultan Abdul Hamid, informed
of the events taking place, deplored
the fact that the sublime porte could
not outmaneuver the Balkan countries
to unite to wrest territories under
Turkish domination for the last four
centuries. In prevent ion of  a l l
eventualities Abdul Hamid was trans-
ferred from the Villa Alatini in
Salonica to another residence in
Constantinople.

The armies of the Balkan countries
coalition made a swift march through
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Macedonia, Albania, Epirus and Thrace.
The only place where the Turks made an
effective resistance was in Andrinople,
saving the city from the onslaughts of
the Bulgarian army. As frustrated
chi ldren for  the defeats of  the Turkish
armies, the students did provoke daily
comments from our Turkish teacher,
Musleuddin Ef fendi .  He repl ied to a l l
questions concerning the retreat of the
Turkish armed forces with the affirm-
a t ion  "bou b i r  p i land i r , "  in fe r r ing
that it was as t r a t e g i c  p l a n .A f t e r
the capitulation of Salonica when the
Greek army was well entrenched in the
c i t y ,a sarcastic student asked the
bewildered teacher: "Ve bou nedir
ef fendi?" (and th is is  what,  s i r?) ,
to which the desperate teacher
bitterly replied: "This is a shameful
defeat." The newspaper L' Independant
replaced its headlines with more sober
accounts of current facts. Thus ended
the Turkish domination over most part
of Turkey in Europe.

I  h a v e  a s s i s t e d  f r o m  S a b r i  P a s h a  S t r e e t
(subsequent ly  named Ven ize los  St ree t )
o n  O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  1 9 1 2 ,  t o  t h e  t r i u m p h a l
m a r c h  o f  t h e  G r e e k  a r m y  o n  i t s  w a y  t o
i n s t a l l  i t s  c o m m a n d e r  i n  c h i e f ,  P r i n c e
K o n s t a t i n o s  a n d  G r e e k  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o
t h e  " H u k i u m e t "  ( P r e f e c t u r e ) .  M y  f a t h e r
had come home and cal led up my Uncle
Y a c o  A s s a e l ,  s h o u t i n g  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r
b e l o w :  " Y a  v i n i e r o n "  ( t h e y  a r e  a l r e a d y
h e r e ) .  I n  s a y i n g  t h i s ,  h e  d i d  n o t
be t ray  any  emo t i on  and  t h i s  was  a
t r a i t  o f  a  f a t a l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  t o
l e t  t h e  p a s t  g o  b y  a n d  h o p i n g  f o r  a
b e t t e r  f u t u r e .

M y  U n c l e  A s s a e l ,  o n
t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  d i d  n o t  u t t e r  o n e  w o r d
r e m a i n i n g  i n  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  u p s t a i r s
i n  s i l e n t  d e s p e r a t i o n .  H e  w a s  p e s s i -
m i s t i c  o f  w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  w a s  h o l d i n g
f o r  t h e  S a l o n i c a  J e w s .  S i n c e  1 4 9 2  t h e y
had been unhindered by a benevolentTurk ish  reg ime.

Wou ld  i t  be  t he  sameunder the Greeks?

A  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s
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had gone previously to the headquartersof Prince Konstantinos to bring him thetraditional bread and salt reserved

ancient conquerors. The three

fbiths were represented. The Greeksby the Metropolite, the Turks by an

Jacob Mei r .

vlema and the Jews by the chief rabbi,The meeting took place a

short distance from the outskirts of
salonica in the farm of the leading
private banker in town, Jacob Modiano.
inown popularly as signor yaco. Whe
local Greek population was, of course,
jubilant and offered a rousing welcome
to the Greek triumphal army with some
of them throwing flowers at the victors.
The rest of the population, Turks and
Jews alike were apprehensive not so
much of the oncoming army but of some
of the local elements. I n  f a c t ,  i n
the first few days they became in-
sulting and the restraint of the Jews
saved them of more dire consequences.
In the interior,

the local  Greek and
Bulgarian populations used excesses
against the local Turks in retal iation
for wrongs accumulated during centuries
of Turkish domination. A gradual change
occurred in the Jewish community of
salonica: the fez was replaced by the
western hat.Some of the hard core
Jews who persisted in their behavior
by wearing the fez typifying Turkish
rule, were put to r idicule and at
times suffered il l  treatment from
local Greeks. The new Greek authorities
were more subtle and did not press
their  rule with brutal  v igor.

A new pattern of l i fe started to develop
in al l  Jewish inst i tut ions.  As young
people interested in sports, we had
clubs formed to compete with each other
wi thout  any pol i t ical  mot ives.  I t  was
purely an escape for the exhuberance

of young age. Numerous such clubs
existed; the most important was the
one of Graduated Students of the
Alliance School. Another was the
"Progres Sportif" formed by inter-
school senior students. I was president
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o f  a  c l u b  n a m e d  " E x c e l s i o r "  f o r m e d  b y
s t u d e n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s .
f a v o r i t e  s p o r t  w a s  f o o t b a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n
( s o c c e r ) ,  l e s s  b r u t a l  t h a n  t h e  f o o t b a l l
p l a y e d  i n  A m e r i c a .  W e  w e r e  p l a y i n g  o n
v a c a n t  l a n d  i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t o w n  i n
a  l oca t i on  be tween  a  f amous  l andmark ,
t h e  " V i l l a  I d a "  a  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e  a n d
t h e  H i r s h  H o s p i t a l  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 6 / 1 9 0 7
b y  t h e  J e w s  o f  S a l o n i c a  m a i n l y  d u e  t o
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  D o c t o r  M o i s e  M i z r a h i ,
p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s  " S i g n o r  M o y s e "  a l s o
known  as  "Le  Bon  Doc teu r . "  He  was
app rec ia ted  i n  t he  Jew ish  commun i t y  as
a  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  p e r s o n  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e
r i c h  a n d  p o o r  a l i k e .H e  w a s  r e f e r r e d
i n  o u r  f a m i l y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
mother of  my Grandmother Saporta who
l i v e d  t o  b e  a  c e n t e n a r i a n . She was
s ick  and  he r  daugh te rs  wan ted  the
a d v i c e  o f  a  r e a l  d o c t o r .  T h e y  c a l l e d
on Signor  Moyse who adv ised them that
the  compla in ts  o f  the  o ld  woman were
due to her  advanced age.M y  g r e a t
grandmother who had overheard th is
c o n v e r s a t i o n  g o t  u p  f r o m  h e r  s i c k  b e d
and  remons t ra ted  w i th  the  doc to r  who
had  ca l l ed  he r  an  o ld  woman ;  she  l i ved
a  f u l l  y e a r  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t . S i n c e
t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h i s
sec t i on  became a  more  fam i l i a l  spo t .
E v e r y t h i n g  a r o u n d  s p e l l e d  J e w i s h  i n f l u -
ence ,  f r om the  opu len t  res idences  o f
t h e  r i c h  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  c a r i n g  f o r
Jew ish  pa t i en ts .  The  young  Jew ish
f o l k s  p l a y i n g  f o o t b a l l  i n  t h o s e  f i e l d s
t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  t h e i r  p r e r o g a t i v e  n o t
t o  l e t  a n y  G r e e k  t e a m  p l a y  f o o t b a l l  i n
t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  W a s  i t  n o t  t r u e  t h a t
Jewish youngsters could not  even
approach the  "Ca l le  Antcha"  a  w ide
street ,  considered a Greek domain?
Every t ime Jew ish  k ids  ven tu red  in  the
v i c i n i t y  t h e y  w e r e  s t o n e d  b y  a l e r t
Greek boys.

W i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  G r e e k  c o n q u e s t ,
G r e e k  b o y s  v e n t u r e d  t o  p l a y  f o o t b a l l  i n
t h e  f i e l d s  o f  n e a r - b y  V i l l a  I d a .  W e  d i d
n o t  d a r e  t o  r e m o n s t r a t e  a n y m o r e .  R e l a t i o n s
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  i m p r o v e d  t o  t h e
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point that football matches were played
between Greek and Jewish teams. Some
Cime Later when a Greek club played
against a Bulgarian team, the assisting
Jewish public started to cheer the Greek
players shouting: "Embros Tsikirikig"
and thus encouraging the hero of the
Greek team. Youth has short memories.

*  * *

I  was  a lways  an  av id  reade r .  A l t hough
t h e  b o o k s  d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  r e l i g i o u s  s u b -
j e c t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e
o f  t h e i r  a u t h o r ' s  r e l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g s
c o u l d  b e  d i s c e r n e d .  I  a l w a y s  t r i e d  t o
f i nd  among  them those  f r i end ly  to  the
Jews and those wi th  apparent  ant isemi-
t i sm. I  l i k e d  E m i l e  Z o l a  d e f e n d i n g
D r e y f u s  i n  h i s  p a m p h l e t  " J ' A c c u s e . "  I
d id  no t  l i ke  V ic to r  Hugo  when  he
desc r i bed  one  o f  h i s  cha rac te rs  i n  "Le
Cid" as  keep ing  h is  word  "even  to  the
J e w s . "  I  d i d  n o t  l i k e  H e n r i  M u r g e r
when in  a  d ia logue between f r iends in
his "Scenes de la Vie de Boheme" he
quotes one of  them as "going through
Judea,  where you leave your wool  in
t h e  b u s h e s . "  I ,  t o o ,  l i k e  m a n y  o f  m y
c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  a s k e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n
a n y  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t :  " I s  i t  g o o d  f o r
the Jews?"

* *  *

O n  a t t a i n i n g  t h e  a g e  o f  t h i r t e e n  a
J e w i s h  b o y  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d
a  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  p e r m i t t i n g  h i m  t o
b e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t e n
m e n ,  t h e  m i n i m u m  t o  c o n d u c t  r e g u l a r
r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .T h e  e v e n t  i s  m a r k e d
b y  f e s t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  s y n a g o g u e  a n d  a t
home. T h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  " B a r  M i t z v a h "
d i v e s t s  h i m s e l f  o f  a n y  m o r a l  r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t  o f
h i s  s o n .  A t  t h i s  a g e ,  h e  s h o u l d  b e
a b l e  t o  a c t  a s  a  m a n  a n d  n o t  a s  a  b o y
n e e d i n g  p a r e n t a l  d i r e c t i o n .

A s  f o r  m e ,  w h e n  I  h a d  r e a c h e d  m y  t h i r -
t e e n t h  y e a r ,  I  c o u l d  h a r d l y  r e a d  m y
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Hebrew prayers. In my first year at
school I was taught the Hebrew alphabet
but nothing beyond that. To acquire a
Formal Jewish education it was necessary
to attend special Hebrew classes or to
get private instruction; I did not get
the benefit of either one.

On the sixth day of Passover, on attaining
my thirteenth birthday, I noticed the joy
of my parents. I had become an adult.
My father presented me with two volumes
oF the Larousse Encyclopedia and exhorted
me to acquire knowledge and that was that,
without the festivities at the synagogue
and at home. None of the presents that a
"Bar Mitzvah" receives nowadays from
relatives and friends of the family.
Everything around me indicated Jewish
l i fe . I was part of it, yet I did not
take part in any outside manifestation.
My only presence in the synagogue, my
father's as well, was when I accompanied
him there for the high holiday services.
I watched the proceedings but ignoring
the language in which they were conducted,
I felt frustrated.

A t  i n t e r v a l s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e r v i c e s ,  a  g r o u p
o f  c o n g r e g a n t s  a n d  m y  f a t h e r  a m o n g  t h e m ,
v o i c e d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  s o m e  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e
p r a y e r  b u t  n o t  o f  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  s c o p e .
E v e r y o n e  w a s  a t  i t s  e a r n e s t  m o o d  i n
c e r t a i n  p e r i o d s  d u r i n g  s o l e m n  p r a y e r s
t o  t h e  G o d ,  t h a t  I  k n e w  w a s  n o t  a n y m o r e
t h e  o n e  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  m y  " H i s t o i r e
S a i n t e "  b u t  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  G o d  o f  A b r a h a m .
I  d i d  n o t  f e e l  a  c o n s t r a i n t  f o r  b e i n g
a  J e w ;  I  f e l t  e v e n  a  d e g r e e  o f  c o m -
p a s s i o n  f o r  t h o s e  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n ,
f o r  n o t  t h i n k i n g  r i g h t .  H a v i n g  l e a r n e d
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n
J u d a i s m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  I  p r e f e r r e d
t o  b e  b o r n  a  J e w  a n d  t o  b e  e n d o w e d  w i t h
a  p u r e  s o u l  w h i l e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  b e l i e v e
t o  b e  b o r n  w i t h  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  t h e
o r i g i n a l  s i n  c l e a n s e d  o n l y  a f t e r  b a p t i s m .
A n o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  f a i t h s
i s  c o n f e s s i o n .  C a t h o l i c s  p u t  s p e c i a l
e m p h a s i s  o n  r e g u l a r  c o n f e s s i o n  t o  a
p r i e s t  w h o  d e s p i t e  h i s  v o w s  t o  s e r v e
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is subject to human frailties.
Church encourage public confession.Other denominations of the Protestant
There is no part in the Hebrew liturgy
of confession of man to man, buta Jew
in his daily prayers pours off his soul
to god in confession for his voluntary
and involuntary sins.

* * *
"Association Des Anciens Eleves De

D'Al l iance" and i ts  counterpart  of  the
Ecole Franco-Allemande were organizing
kermesses that  lasted late at  n ight  in

"Beshtchinar"  park or  out ings at  the
"Mivlahane" and the "Ferme Modele" in
the outsk i r ts  o f  the  c i ty  dur ing  the day.
The boys rented b icyc les to  go there.  I
was borrowing mine from my cousin, Aibert
Isaac Saporta.Once  I  r ode  a  ho rse  to  an
excursion and for a few days I was walking
bow legged because I was riding a horse
too big for me. Same as bicycles, horses
were for hire too. Unless the owner knew
his customer well,  he would run along at
the pace of the animal on busy city
streets. The Turks who were in  th is
business had a proverb: " a t  k i m i n  b i n i n i "
(the owner is the one who r ides the horse).
Those engaged in this business who believed
in  the t ru th  o f  th is  adage,  had to  be
running after their horse because some
out-of-town individual might run away to
some far away place where it would be hard
to locate him. The p lace to  rent  a  horse
was outside the "Cafe Del Amanesser" at
the corner of Colombo Street and Tarta Kale
(afterwards designated as Odos Egnatia).

With the advent of the Greek regiment was
the end of an era concerning peculiar
aspec ts  o f  l i f e  w i th  an  o r i en ta l  f l avo r .
The Jews of Salonica were unti l  then the
one element to keep open a trend to more
modern European fashions. The Greeks
star ted then to  d ic ta te  the ru les  abo l ish ing
a publ ic behavior reminiscent of  the Turkish
style and assuming more and more a western
pattern.
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The Jewish community started to experience
hard problems. Under the Turkish adminis-
tration, Saturday was a day of rest for
the Jews but for the Greeks and Turks who
worked or traded with them as well. From
the beginning the Greeks tried to enforce
the rule of closing the stores on Sunday.
To this, they met with resistance from
the Jews who could not afford to close up
for business Saturday and also on Sunday.
Anyway the time for economic considerations
to supersede religious qualms was not too
far off.

M a c e d o n i a  w a s  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e  f o r  a b o u t
f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  a n d  t h e  n o n - T u r k s  l i v e d
u n d e r  a  s e v e r e  d o m i n a t i o n .  T h e  J e w s  w e r e
a n  e x c e p t i o n ,  e n j o y i n g  a n  a l m o s t  a u t o n o m o u s
p o s i t i o n . I n  S a l o n i c a  w e  h a d  n u m e r o u s
s y n a g o g u e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  s c h o o l s  a n d  a
r a b b i n i c a l  a c a d e m y .A  " B e t h  D i n "  w h o s e
d e c r e e s  w e r e  n o t  e n f o r c e a b l e  b y  T u r k i s h
a u t h o r i t i e s  w a s  f u n c t i o n i n g .  I t  d i d  n o t
m a t t e r  m u c h  b e c a u s e ,  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  t h e
d e f e n d a n t  h a d  t o  r e c k o n  w i t h  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,
g e n e r a l l y  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  a  d e b t  t o  a
p r i v a t e  p e r s o n  o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e
occas ion  was  p resen t  when  a  wedd ing ,  a
b u r i a l  a n d  a  c i r c u m c i s i o n  o c c u r r e d . I t
c o u l d  o n l y  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  o r d e r  o f  t h e
e c c l e s i a s t i c  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n t
d e f e n d a n t  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  p a y . Gone were
t h e  d a y s  w h e n  t h e  s a y i n g  w a s  t h a t  S a l o n i c a
was more Jewish than Jerusa lem. W i t h  t h e
n e w  r u l e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  J e w i s h
r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y  s u p e r s e d i n g  c i v i l
a u t h o r i t y  b e c a m e  i m p o s s i b l e .  T h e  G r e e k s
c o n s i d e r e d  i t  w a s  c i v i l i z e d  e n o u g h  f o r
t h e m  t o  l e t  a  m i n o r i t y  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r
o w n  r e l i g i o n  w i t h o u t  i n f r i n g i n g  w i t h  t h e
l a w  o f  t h e  l a n d .  A f t e r  a l l  t h e  s t a t e ' s
r e l i g i o n  w a s  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x . L i k e  m y
f e l l o w  J e w s  I  f e l t  a  s e n s e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n
because we d id  no t  en joy  anymore  the
a u t o n o m o u s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t .

T h e  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G r e e k  o c c u p a t i o n
o f  1912  was  marked  by  the  exodus  o f  the
m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
M a c e d o n i a  t o  T u r k e y  i n  A s i a  M i n o r .  M y
68



fathet gradually transterred his business
Smyna.

He thought with pessimism of

customers.

his future in salonica without his TurkishIn this he acted contrary to
the local Jewish trend of a "wait and see"
attitude.

To build a base for his new
commercial venture in Smyrna, required

trips and long absences from home.
Even the weak stimulation of my religious
feelings caused by his morning reading
of the psalms was missing for me.

*  *  *

Until a treaty of peace with Turkey was
signed a good contingent of the Bulgarian
army with some Serb armed forces were
stationed in Salonica. The time of
r ivalr ies for the distr ibut ion of the
spoils between the victors was not too
far off, but not before an assassination
took place in our city.

the German battleship "Goeben" which be-
came notorious afterward for escaping
the Brit ish fleet during the First world
war was anchored in the Gulf of Salonica
in March 1913.

The public was invited
to visit the latest wonder of the German

fleet.
In that  per iod I  had already

left the "Ecole Franco-Allemande" and
was enrolled in a "Vorbereitungs Klasse"
in the only genuine German school in the
city. All the teachers, non Jews, were
German or Austrian born. At the same
time, Monsieur Recanati, who was no
Longer a teacher but a business man,
accepted me as a private student.
was going twice a week in the evening
to his house for courses for the
baccalaureate level.on March 18,  1913,
I had to go for my lesson. In the after-
noon I went with some friends on board
the "Goebben." After a couple hours of
visiting and admiring the ship, we came
ashore. We noticed some kind of public
commotion and we interrogated some
passers by; for same reason, they re-
mained mysteriously silent. F i n a l l y
a Jew said to us: "Mataron El Gadol, "
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i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  K i n g  G e o r g e  w a s  a s s a s -
s i n a t e d . W e  h u r r i e d  b a c k  h o m e  w o r r i e d
a b o u t  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  a s s a s s i n .
S p e c i a l  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s
a n n o u n c e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  g o o d  k i n g

t o w n  o f  S e r e s  w h o  w a s  s i c k  w i t h  t u b e r -

H e  h e a  d a r e  a t t e n  p e t i t e  t h e

k i n g .  F r u s t r a t e d  i n  h i s  h o p e  f o r  h e l p ,
he became a  reg ic ide . A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r
h e  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  b y  h u r l i n g  h i m s e l f
f r om a  w indow  on  a  h i gh  f l oo r  on  t he  way
f r o m  h i s  p r i s o n  c e l l  t o  t h e  t r i b u n a l
where  he  was  to  be  a r ra igned .

T h e  C i t y  o f  S a l o n i c a  r e m a i n e d  f o r  a  f e w
days  i n  deep  mourn ing  awa i t i ng  roya l t y
a n d  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  d i g n i t a r i e s  t o  a s s e m b l e
f o r  t h e  i m p o s i n g  f u n e r a l  o f  t h e  k i n g ,
f i r s t  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  t h e n  i n  A t h e n s .
dead monarch was exto l led as a  k ind person
b u t  a s  i s  c u s t o m a r y  i t  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f
" T h e  k i n g  i s  d e a d ,  l o n g  l i v e  t h e  K i n g . "
Pr ince Konstant inos was proc la imed
successor and publ ic  opin ion assumed
t h a t  h e  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  m i l i t a n t  t h a n  h i s
fa ther  ever  was ,  by  re fus ing  the  demands
f o r  c o n q u e r e d  t e r r i t o r i e s  b y  t h e  B a l k a n
a l l i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  B u l g a r i a .  I n  f a c t ,
a f t e r  a  f e w  w e e k s ,  h o s t i l i t i e s  b r o k e  o u t
between Greece and Bulgar ia.

My  f a the r  who  had  es tab l i shed  pa r t  o f  h i s
b u s i n e s s  i n  S m y r n a ,  l e f t  i t  t h e r e  u n d e r
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r  a n d  p a r t n e r ,
Dav id . H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  S a l o n i c a  f o r  t h e
buy ing  and  man ipu la t i on  o f  s i l k  cocoons
s t a r t i n g  i n  M a y .  F o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  h e
w a s  b u s y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  y e a r
a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  f o r  h i m s e l f
a n d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  t h e n
i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  I s a a c ,
in  the Macedonian town of  Ghevghel i .
I n  t h i s  m a r k e t  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  o f  t h e
r e g i o n  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t  f o r  s a l e .
The new crop season lasted s ix  or  seven
weeks and enta i led s t renuous spec ia l ized
w o r k .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t
Ghevghel i  was under Serb administ rat ion



and the buying and manipulation was leftunder the direction of Judah Saias whofor many long years had been a trusted

and permanent representative there.father assumed the buying that year 1913

Greek rule.
in the town of Doyran which was underThe buying proceeded at a

merchandise,

money was invested in the purchase ofbrisk pace and after a great deal of
the town was attacked by

Bulgarian armed forces and comitadjis.
In a matter of days Doyran changed hands
finally to Greeks again.alternating from Greeks to Bulgarian andDuring the

hostilities fires were burning in townand one of my father's warehouses burned
in a huge conflagration. Caught in a
cross fire he saved his life by descending
in a deep well. He remained there for a
couple of hours until the Greek army was
well in command of the situation and
shooting had ceased. Part of the losses
of the fire were covered by insurance and
part by profits of cocoons purchased in
other localities.
In Salonica hostilities were flerce betweer
Greeks and Bulgars. The population remained
indoors for a night of terror. By morning
the Greek armed forces had the city under
its control. The Bulgarian soldiers not
killed during the night were made prisoners.

The town of Seres underwent a siege that
lasted a few days. We had relatives there,
the Simantov and the Fais families. My
Uncle Menahem Simantov who was married
to my father's youngest sister, Marie,
was Honorary Consul of Italy in that city.
They had to protect their young children
and they had to attend also to a big crowd
of refugees who begged protection in their
house where the Italian flag was prominently
displayed. The Italian newspapers, particu-
larly the Corriere Della Sera of Milan,
heralded the story as heroic, considering
that many lives were saved due to the
courage of the Consular Agent of Italy.
The feat did not spare a tragedy for the
Fais family. In fact Leon Fais' wife
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g a v e  b i r t h  d u r i n g  t h e  h o s t i l i t i e s  t o  a
b a b y  b o y  b u t  h e r  m i n d  w a s  i m p a i r e d  f o r
t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  l i f e  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  h e r
r e c o v e r y  i n  a  s a n i t a r i u m  i n d e f i n i t e l y .
T h e  E u r o p e a n  s p o i l s  o f  T u r k i s h  t e r r i -
t o r i e s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r m e r
a l l i e s .  G h e v g h e l i  w a s  t h e  b o u n d a r y
l i n e  b e t w e e n  G r e e c e  a n d  a s  p a r t  o f
S e r b i a .  D e d e a g a t c h  r e m a i n e d  G r e e k ,
d i v i d i n g  G r e e c e  i n  T h r a c e  f r o m  B u l g a r i a
w h o  h a d  t o  c e d e  p a r t  o f  D o b r o u d j a  t o
R o m a n i a .  T h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w e r e
f o c u s e d  i n  o u r  c o r n e r  o f  E u r o p e .  I  w a s
f a s c i n a t e d  b y  t h e  e v e n t s  t a k i n g  p l a c e
a n d  I  j o i n e d  t h e  " R e g i s t r e  E c h a n g i s t e
D e  C a r t e s  P o s t a l e s .  "  S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g
o r  f a m o u s  o c c u r r e n c e s  g a v e  o c c a s i o n  t o
exchange comments  w i th  cor respondents
who  genera l l y  rema ined  anonymous . I
composed  f o r  myse l f  an  anag ram de r i ved
f r o m  a  f e w  l e t t e r s  o f  m y  n a m e  a n d  w r o t e
u n d e r  t h e  " n o m  d e  p l u m e "  T r e s o r . M y
s o u v e n i r s  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e
s i n k i n g  o f  t h e  T i t a n i c  i n  w h i c h  M r .  a n d
M r s .  S t r a u s ,  t h e  J e w i s h  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t
coup le  who  had  been  we lcomed a t  the
A l l i a n c e  S c h o o l  w i t h  a n  a d d r e s s  b y  m y
s i s t e r ,  J u l i e ,  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f
h e r  c l a s s ,  t r a g i c a l l y  p e r i s h e d  i n  i t .
I  h a d  c o m m e n t s  ( i n q u i r i e s  f o r  t h e
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  K i n g  G e o r g e  a n d  I  t r i e d
t h e  b e s t  I  c o u l d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  c u r i o s i t y
o f  my  co r responden t s .

I  w a s  a n  a v i d  r e a d e r  a n d  e n j o y e d  t h e
l e c t u r e  o f  b o o k s  o f  c l a s s i c  a u t h o r s  a s
w e l l  a s  n o v e l s .M y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d
e x c u r s i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  m y  C l u b  E x c e l s i o r .
M y  l e i s u r e  h o u r s  w e r e  s p e n t  a t  t h e  c l u b
h o u s e  o r  a t  t h e  " B o u y r o u n . "  T h i s  w a s  a
s o r t  o f  c a f e  d i s p e n s i n g  o r i e n t a l  p a s t r i e s ,
i c e  c r e a m ,  e t c . O u r s  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e
c o r n e r  o f  V e n i z e l o s  a n d  E g n a t i a  S t r e e t s .
T h e  o w n e r  s o m e t i m e s  w e n t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e
o f  H o r t i a t c h  f o r  h i s  s u p p l y  o f  n a t u r a l  i c e .
A  f e w  f r i e n d s  a n d  I  w e r e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  h i m
a  f e w  t i m e s  a n d  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  a d v e n -
t u r e  f o r  u s  t o  s p e n d  a  n i g h t  o u t s i d e  o f
our  home. P e r m i s s i o n  t o  d o  s o  w a s  g r a n t e d
b y  o u r  p a r e n t s .  O n c e  w h i l e  m y  f a t h e r  w a s
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in Smyrna, we went fishing during the

night,
oblivious that we did not inform

our parents of our intention. My dead
know the cause of my absence.mother was frantic because she did not

with my friend and escapade companion,Assael remonstrated the following day
My Uncle

Samuel Sciaky, who was already working
as a custom house agent. Orphaned early
in life he took the succession of his
father's business. His principal client
was the well known merchant of colonial
products, Yoseph Beraha.Wholesale
dealers in sugar, coffee and spices were
called colonialistas.) My Uncle Yaco
Assael in functions as salesman of Felix
Amar who was the representative of firms
exporting Brazilian coffee called several
times a day at the office of Yoseph Beraha
where he met my friend, Sciaky.He t r i ed
the best he could to explain the cause
of our adventure. Anyway the remonstrations
served for the future, we did not dare
anymore to stay out for the night without
previous notice to our homes.My Uncle
Yaco was a little man smoking cigarettes
in chain to the point that his moustache
was singed by consuming his cigarettes
to the very end. He had a bachelor friend,
Israe1 Salem, fitting the same description.
They decided once to take a slow boat trip
with my Aunt Grassia who invited my sister,
Julie, to go with them. It was summer and
the passage aboard ship was a pleasant one.
They were a few days at sea and the last
port of call was Smyrna.I envied my
sister who had traveled and my great
curiosity was to find out what was behind
Mount Olympos. Every evening my uncle
met his friend at the same cafe usually
at the same table drinking a quantity of
raki silently and rarely one would notice
they had been on a drinking spree. My
Uncle Yaco was known to his friends and
in the family as "Yaco Tshamish." In the
evening while drinking he remained silent
but he made up in the morning for the
taciturn hours of the previous evening.
He woke up early, and with loud shouts
he poked fun at my father who was watering
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h i s  f l o w e r s .  I t  w a s  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f
i n v e c t i v e s ,  a l l  i n  f u n ,  m y  u n c l e  f r o m
h i s  t h i r d  f l o o r  w i n d o w  a n d  m y  f a t h e r
f r o m  h i s  s m a l l  g a r d e n .  I t  w a s  a  p e r i o d
d u r i n g  w h i c h  a l l  t h i s  f u n  c e a s e d ;  i t
w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  c h o l e r a  e p i d e m i c .  M y
Unc le  Yaco  had  a  mar r i ed  s i s te r  and  she
w a s  i n v i t e d  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  s t a y
f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  i n  m y  u n c l e ' s  h o m e . I t
w a s  h i s  p r i v i l e g e  t o  c a r e  f o r  a  d e a r
s i s t e r  w h o  w a s  u n d e r g o i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f
n e r v o u s  t e n s i o n  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  h e a l t h y .
M y  f a t h e r  t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  h i s
c h i l d r e n  t o  t e l l  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w
t o  d e s i s t  i n v i t i n g  h i s  s i s t e r  d u r i n g
the  cho le ra  ep idemic ;  t he  apa r tmen t
u p s t a i r s  w a s  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t w o
fam i l i es .  The  coup le  came  anyway  t o
s tay  fo r  a  mon th . I t  w a s  v e r y  p a i n f u l
fo r  my Aunt  Grass ia  and fo r  my mother
o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s y .
A c c e s s  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  a p a r t m e n t  w a s
t h r o u g h  o u r  l i v i n g  r o o m .  M y  U n c l e  Y a c o
would come home at  n ight  and walk
d i r e c t l y  a n d  s i l e n t l y  u p s t a i r s  l e a v i n g
a  sense  o f  so r row  t o  a l l  o f  us  who  we re
used to  an exchange o f  g reet ings  and
goss ip  o f  t he  day ' s  news  and  above  a l l
t he  l augh te r  caused  by  j okes  o f  ou r
unc le  every  t ime he  came home a t  n igh t .
Relat ions between the two men improved
even tua l l y  bu t  they  never  reached  any -
more  t he  deg ree  o f  congen ia l i t y  as  be -
f o r e .  I n  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  a f f e c t i o n  o f
the couple  toward us,  nephews and n ieces,
remained unchanged.

* * *

O n c e  I  r a n  u p  a  b i l l  a m o u n t i n g  t o  t w e n t y
d r a c h m a s  t o  m y  c l u b .  M y  s i s t e r ,  J u l i e ,
c a m e  t o  m y  r e s c u e  b y  g i v i n g  m e  h e r  s a v i n g s
o f  o n e  g o l d  n a p o l e o n .  M y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ,
w h o  s a v e d  h i s  w e e k l y  a l l o w a n c e ,  e v e r y
o n c e  i n  a  w h i l e  g a v e  i t  t o  m e .
t h a t  I  a s  b i g  b r o t h e r  h a d  e x p e n s e s  t h a t

H e  f i g u r e d

h i s  a g e  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  y e t .

*
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Typhoid diseases were endemic and my
Friends,

Manuel Errera and Isaac Bendavid,
were two victims claimed by them.
The first named was our football hero
and a band conducted by Maestro Gaetand
played funeral marches from the house
of his distressed parents to the cemetery.
was Greek for more than one year thisThe Boulevard Hamidieh (although Salonica
boulevard was still designated by us
with his old name) was lined up with
government officers and soldiers standing
guard at all times and they presented
arms at the passage of every funeral
procession. The Greeks in this were
different from the Turks who considered
a funeral a private matter without anypublic demonstration for an unknown dead
person. Among the friends of our two
dead companions I will mention Yoseph
levi who despite a limping foot was
playing goal keeper in our football team,
Samue1 Sciaky, Albert Covo, Moise
Benveniste, Samuel Medina. This last one
was just emerging from his apprenticeship
as a carpenter and was taking some work.
He used the club house as a workshop and
his friends were glad to oblige. He was
living in the same courtyard as my ex-
teacher, Barzilay, where his parents kept
an apartment with termosa, a married
daughter. Her husband, Yaco Molho, was
a brother of my Aunt Mazaltov. He was a
colorful character always laughing and
ful1 of jokes and was known as a1 "Luft-
mensh." About the time I knew him he
was coming two or three times a year to
our house to reimburse my mother for
coupons of the Credit Foncier Egyptien.
Every holder of those obligations was
waiting impatiently for the yearly
drawing of a lottery in conjunction with
the amortization of parts of the debt.
It was considered a good investment but,
of course, housewives bought a share or
two for the opportunity to gamble for
the grand prize and practically investing
their meager savings. A younger sister
of Medina had the colorful name of
"Djandja" subsequently changed to Jeanne.
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o u r  S e p h a r d i c  f o l k s  h a d  e x o t i c  n a m e s  r e m i n i s c e n t
o f  o u r  s p a n i s h  a n c e s t o r s  l i k e  E s m e r a l d a
f o r  a  w o m a n .  T h o s e  w h o  p r e f e r r e d  a n
o r i e n t a l  f l a v o r  n a m e d  t h e i r  g i r l s  w i t h
n a m e s  l i k e  D j a m i l a  a n d  N a d i r  f o r  a  m a n .
M y  U n c l e  D a v i d  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  h i s  T u r k i s h
f r i e n d s  D a o u d  E f f e n d i .

*  *  *

T h e  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  e n c o u r a g e d
my  f a the r  mo re  and  more  t o  l eave  Sa lon i ca
a n d  e s t a b l i s h  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  i n
S m y r n a .  T o  p r e p a r e  m e  f o r  m y  f u t u r e  t a s k s
a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e
i t  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  s p e a k  T u r k i s h .
T o  t h i s  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  S m y r n a  f o r
the  second t ime,  he  engaged my ex- teacher ,
M u s l u e d d i n  E f f e n d i ,  t o  g i v e  m e  l e s s o n s .  H e
came tw ice  a  week  to  our  house  to  teach  me
t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  g r a m m a r .  I
w a s  h i s  s o l e  p u p i l  b e c a u s e  s i n c e  t h e  G r e e k
occupa t ion  he  cou ld  no t  f i nd  emp loymen t  as
a  t eache r . W i t h  I s l a m i c  f a t a l i s t i c  r e s i g -
na t i on  he  was  pedd l i ng  co f f ee  among  h i s  ac -
qua in tances ,  one  pound  he re ,  ha l f  pound  t he re .

My  f o rma l  s t ud ies  i n  F rench  con t i nued  unde r
the  gu idance  o f  Mons ieu r  Recana t i  and  I  was
g o i n g  t o  h i s  h o u s e  t w i c e  a  w e e k  f o r  t h i s
purpose. H i s  f a m i l y  o c c u p i e d  o n e  o f  t h e
s i x  a p a r t m e n t s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a
h u g e  a n d  w e l l  c a r e d  g a r d e n .  I t  w a s  a
long  wa lk  to  reach  the  apa r tmen ts  under
a  pe rgo la  tha t  i n  season  was  b looming
wi th  heavy  scen ted  jasmine . I t  w a s  t h e
p r o p e r t y  o f  D o c t o r  I s a i  S a k o k  a n d  t h e
younges t  o f  h i s  two  sons  was  my c lass
companion at  the Ecole Franco-Al lemande.
Those doctors  who had graduated in  Europe
were  wea r i ng  t he  "hau t  de  f o rme"  i ns tead
o f  t h e  f e z  a n d  D o c t o r  I s a i  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e m .
R e l i g i o u s  J e w s  w o u l d  n o t  t o l e r a t e  t h e
w r i t i n g  o f  a  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o n  S a t u r d a y ;
my  Grand fa the r  Benus ig l i o  was  i n  t h i s
ca tego ry .  The  two  popu la r  med ic ines
w e r e  c a s t o r  o i l  f o r  c o n s t i p a t i o n ,
especia l ly  on Saturday when Jews were
indu lg ing  in  abundant  heavy  food  and
q u i n i n e  f o r  m a l a r i a  a t t a c k s .  D o c t o r
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Sadok, eager to please his religious
patients, carried these two medicines
with him, thus avoiding the need to
vrite a prescript ion.
quainted with the routine of the

I  was wel l  ac-

Recanati household before my teaches
married my sister, Mathilde, in 1916.
During the hot summer months upon
arriving for my lesson, I would find
my professor's father sitt ing in a
porch at the entrance of his second
5100L apartment with nis younger son,
Raphael, reading a newspaper to him.
cenerally it would be "B1" Avenir"
published by David Florentin, known as
David palestina, one of the original
sionists of Salonica. The elder
Recanati had the eyesight already in-
paired and it was hard for him to read.
in winter when I arrived it was already
dark and it was necessary to light up a
lamp,the task di l igent ly at tended by
Rebecca, my professor's younger and only
sister who was my sister Mathilde's
friend and casual companion. In this
l ight the two big volumes of the Littre
Encyclopedia were often consulted to
find the etymology of a certain word.
I was at the time well acquainted with
Abraham Recanati, an older brother of
my teacher. He was a famil iar f igure
among the younger generation of Salonica
Jews. He was instrumental in elevating
the Maccabi Club to a first class sport
organization. It was rumored that he
was trying to incorporate the different
Jewish football clubs to the Maccabi.
My Club Excelsior was promoting some
intel lectual subjects besides its sport
activities. Abraham Recanati came once
with a committee of his Zionist organi-
zation and I supposed with my friends
they were trying to rally us to Zionism.
I wished to impress him with my erudition
and I  recited for them the l ist  of the
kings of France, starting with Pepin Le
bret and finishing with Louis Philippe.
Nothing resulted from this encounter.
Was this because we were not ripe yet to
Zionist propaganda or they judged us too
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pueri le for such a high scope? Anyway
the whole Jewish population of Salonica
was not  r ipe  ye t  to  absorb  Z ion is t  idea ls .
the three pr incipal  exponents of  such ideas
in  that  per iod were,  Dav id  F lorent in ,
Abraham Recanati and Isaac Molho.
sat i r ic newspaper "El  Kirbatch" publ ished
weekly and general ly read avidly in Jewish
homes Friday night once castigated my
future brother- in- law in  i ts  co lumns
stat ing that  Leon Recanat i  has a f ly  o f
zion in his brains and he should come to
u s  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  i t . Des t iny  p lays  t r i cks
sometimes, Moise Levi the publisher of
"El  Kirbatch" commit ted suic ide in Par is
in the 1920's for reasons unknown to me.
Leon Recanati, David Florentin are post-
humously honored and their children occupy
pos i t ions  o f  honor  in  Is rae l .  Those o f  us
old folks alive today must wonder how an
idea defined a dream about seventy years
ago came to  be rea l i ty  in  our  l i fe t ime.
How many Jews of Salonica could have saved
the i r  l i fe  by  emigra t ing to  Pa les t ine,
now Israel ,  instead of  per ishing in
Hitler's camps of death?

*  *  *

M y  s i s t e r s ,  M a t h i l d e  a n d  J u l i e ,  a f t e r
f i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  f o r m a l  s t u d i e s ,  w e r e
p r e p a r i n g  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  b y
l e a r n i n g  t h e  a r t  o f  s e w i n g .  T o  t h i s  e f f e c t
M a t h i l d e  w e n t  t o  M i r o u ,  a  c o u s i n  o f  m y
f a t h e r  w h o  w a s  a  d r e s s m a k e r .  S h e  h a d  a
f e w  a p p r e n t i c e  g i r l s  a n d  n o t  e n o u g h  c h a i r s
t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e m  a l l .  T h e  p r o b l e m  w a s
r e s o l v e d  b y  s e n d i n g  h e r  a  c h a i r  f r o m  o u r
h o u s e .  M e a n w h i l e  m y  s i s t e r s  w e r e  l e a r n i n g
h o w  t o  p l a y  t h e  p i a n o  a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r
w a s  a  M a d a m e  S a p o r t a  ( n o  r e l a t i o n  o f  o u r s )
w h o  c a m e  f r o m  V o l o  i n  o l d  G r e e c e ;  t h e
t e r r i t o r i e s  a n n e x e d  f r o m  T u r k e y  w e r e
c a l l e d  n e w  G r e e c e . T h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f
a  p i a n o  w a s  m e t  w i t h  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f
m y  f a t h e r .  H e  f e l t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o
i m i t a t e  h i s  b r o t h e r , I s a a c ,  w h o  h a d
b o u g h t  a  p i a n o  f o r  h i s  d a u g h t e r s . The
p r o b l e m  w a s  r e s o l v e d  b y  m y  d e a r  m o t h e r
w h o  p r o d u c e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t w e n t y - f i v e
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gold pounds toward the acquisition ofthe coveted piano for my sisters. This
money represented savings accumulated by
her during many years.

* * *

? father's return to Salonica was marked
by a stormy voyage. The trip by ship took
twenty-four hours but an equinoxal storm
delayed the vessel considerably. Of the
few passengers on board he was the only
one who kept his composure trying even
to attend to sick passengers, among thosethe wife of a real estate man named

Upon arriving in Salonica
Barzilay.everyone knew that the risk of the sinking
of the ship was indeed a real one. In
fact two smaller vessels were lost with
all hands. Ships engaged in coastal
trade were not equipped with wireless
to call for help in an emergency.

A few days later a grateful Mr. Barzilay
called on my father to thank him for his
help in a time of peril. A certain com-
patability developed between the two men.
Some time after the real estate broker
came with an offer from a client who
wanted to buy our house for four thousand
napoleons.One napoleon was the equivalent
of twenty francs and roughly nine percent
less than a Turkish gold pound. At this
price my father would have realized a big
profit but he did not even consider the
offer because of the problem of where to
relocate the family.

Buildings in Salonica were "kiavghir" or
"boulmeh. " The first one consisted of a
construction of bricks or stones put to-
gether with a mixture of quicklime and
cement. For the second one a skeleton
of beams had to be previously erected
from the foundations to the roof and the
bricks filling afterwards the spaces be-
tween the beams. The first one was, of
course, considered a more solid building
and fire retarded.The insurance premium
for this type of building was lower than
for the boulmeh. Yaco Mano was a real
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e s t a t e  m a n  a n d  m y  U n c l e  I s a a c ' s  f a m i l y
r e s i d e d  f o r  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  i n  a  h o u s e
e r e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  c o n t r a c t o r .  I t  w a s
c o n s i d e r e d  a  m o d e r n  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h r e e
a p a r t m e n t s  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  a p a r t -
m e n t  h a d  t h e  l a t e s t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a v a i l -
a b l e . I t  w a s  n o t  f a r  f r o m  o u r  h o u s e .
S o m e  t i m e  l a t e r  m y  U n c l e  I s a a c  a c q u i r e d
a  b i g  c o m f o r t a b l e  h o u s e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f
t h r e e  f l o o r s . H i s  f a m i l y  c a m e  t o  o c c u p y
t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r . My  Unc le  L iaou
B e n u s i g l i o ' s  f a m i l y  w a s  a l r e a d y  t h e
t e n a n t  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r . The  g round
f l o o r  w a s  o c c u p i e d  r e n t  f r e e  b y  t h e
f a m i l y  o f  a  m a n  t h a t  w a s  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f
the  ga rden  and  the  genera l  upkeep  and
s w e e p i n g  o f  t h e  b i g  c o u r t y a r d .  A  l o n g
b a l c o n y  o n  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  w a s  c o v e r e d
w i t h  a  p e r g o l a  w i t h  j a s m i n e  f l o w e r s
emanat ing  s t rong  p leasan t  scen ts  and
n i c e  t o  l o o k  a t .  A t  s t r e e t  l e v e l  a
bake ry  ac t i ve l y  ope ra ted  was  occup ied
b y  a  t e n a n t  b a k e r . T h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f
t h i s  h o u s e  c r e a t e d  a t  f i r s t  s o m e  r e s i s -
t a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  m y  u n c l e ' s  f a m i l y .
I t  h a d  b e e n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a  r e s p e c t e d
c i t i zen ,  Jacob  S imha ,w h o  w a s a b a n d o n i n g
t h e  p o p u l a r  s e c t i o n  o f  " r o g o s "  f o r  t h e
m o r e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  " q u a i . "
( H e  b e c a m e  a  t h i r d  f l o o r  t e n a n t  i n  m y
Aun t  D iaman te ' s  house . )  Why  shou ld  t he
f a m i l y  o f  m y  U n c l e  I s a a c  l i v e  i n  a  p o p u l a r
sect ion  o f  town abandoned by  the S imha
househo ld?  Anyway the  re luc tance  was
d iss ipa ted  cons ider ing  the  many  conven iences
a n d  c o m f o r t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e  a p a r t m e n t s
occup ied  by  my pa terna l  and  materna l
u n c l e s  g a v e  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t
o f t e n  t h e  h o u s e .  A n o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
g o  t h e r e  w a s  w h e n  I  h a d  t h e  t a s k  t o  c a r r y
l a r g e  s u m s  o f  m o n e y ,  g e n e r a l l y  g o l d  c o i n s ,
c o n t a i n e d  i n  s m a l l  s a c k s  t o  m y  U n c l e  I s a a c .
I  w a s  b a r e l y  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  i t  w a s
s a f e  t o  c i r c u l a t e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  f o r  a
c h i l d  o f  m y  a g e  w i t h  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f
m o n e y .  A  t h i n g  o f  t h i s  s o r t  s e e m s  i n c o n -
c e i v a b l e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  w h e n  a  h o l d u p
occurs  many t imes a day.I t  w o u l d  b e
f o l l y  i n d e e d  t o  e n t r u s t  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f
m o n e y  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  p l a c i n g  t h e i r  l i f e  i n
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jeopardy.
* *

In 1914 the weather was humid with heavy
spring rains.T h i s  d i d  n o t  h e l p  t h e
breeding of the new crop of cocoons.
worms depend on mulberry leaves for their
nourishment. Then they weave the cocoon
that servesthem as abode during the
period they undergo their transformation
From chrysalis to a winged insect.
reaching this stage they pierce the cocoon
who in this condit ion has l i t t le commercial
value. To avoid this cocoons are placed
in baskets and put in steam ovens for a
determinated time and by this process the
worm is suffocated and the transformation
does not take place and the thread he had
laboriously regurgitated in the previous
days remains intact. The cocoon a t  t h i s
stage is wet from the vapors it has absorbed.
To avoid dampness deterioration they are
spread out in straw carpets horizontally
erected f rom f loor to cei l ing in wel l
ventilated warehouses. In humid weather
the drying process takes longer and it
is necessary to constantly turn the
merchandise upside down and remove the
cocoons that have accumulated mildew.
This was the case in the year 1914 and
my father had to work hard and at all
hours not to let  large quant i t ies of
cocoons deteriorate.

The plight of the man charged to place
the baskets in the oven was a hard one;
he had to enter the steam oven and place
the baskets handed to him in shelves
erected there. The working man inside
the oven had to wash his face with cold
water constantly not to be overcome by
the vapors. My Uncle Isaac employed for
many years the services of
who could support the oven's heat and
had the dexterity to place the cocoon
baskets neatly on the shelves in the
steam oven. He was a busy man at the
time of the new crop repeating the
operation in the oven several times a day.
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s t a r t i n g  i n  J u l y  t h e  c o c o o n s  a l r e a d y  d r y
we re  so r t ed  as  f o r  shade  o f  co l o r ,  s i ze
and  gene ra l  qua l i t y  by  g i r l s  and  expe r t
women and put in sacks of  about one hundred
Ibs .  and  ready  fo r  sh ipmen t  to  the  M i lan
market. A f t e r  t h e  d r y i n g  o p e r a t i o n  t h e
we igh t  was  reduced  to  one- th i rd  o f  the
o r i g i n a l . I n  M i l a n  t h e  b a s i c  p r i c e
agreed between sel ler  and buyer  was for
f o u r  k i l o s  o f  c o c o o n s  y i e l d i n g  o n e  k i l o
o f  s i l k  t h r e a d .  T h e  p r i c e  w a s  r e d u c e d
o r  i n c r e a s e d  a s  t h e  y i e l d  w a s  i n f e r i o r
o r  s u p e r i o r  o f  f o u r  t o  o n e .  S i x t e e n
k i l os  we re  se t  as ide  f r om each  l o t  so ld
a n d  f o u r  k i l o s  w e r e  s e n t  t o  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t
sp inn ing  mi l l s  and  the  average y ie ld
s e r v e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r i c e .
A l l  t hese  ope ra t i ons  t ook  p l ace  i n  t he
warehouses of the "Stagionatura Anonima"
whose  o f f i c i a l  t ask  was  to  a t tend  to
these matters.

T h e  b u y e r  i n  t h e  m a r k e t  p l a c e  a t  t h e  t i m e
o f  t h e  n e w  c r o p  h a d  t o  q u i c k l y  e s t i m a t e
t h e  y i e l d  o f  t h e  c o c o o n s  o n  s a l e  a n d  p a y
t h e  p r i c e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  q u a l i t y .  M y  U n c l e
I s a a c  a n d  m y  f a t h e r  w e r e  e x p e r t s  i n  t h i s
m a t t e r .  I n  1 9 1 4  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h u m i d
w e a t h e r  t h e  c r o p  w a s  s c a n t y  a n d  o f  b a d
q u a l i t y .  I t  w a s  d i s a s t r o u s  f o r  t h e  i n -
e x p e r i e n c e d  b u y e r s  d e s p i t e  i n c r e a s e d
p r i c e s  f o r  s i l k  a n d  c o m p e t i t o r s  h a d  t o
s u s t a i n  l o s s e s  w h i l e  w e  h a d  s o m e  p r o f i t s .
F o r m a l  c a r t e l s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  b u t  t h e
i m p o r t a n t  b u y e r s  h a d  a  t a c i t  a c c o r d  n o t
t o  w a g e  c o m p e t i t i v e  p r i c e  w a r s .  S u c h  a n
a c c o r d  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  B e n s u s s a n  a n d
S a p o r t a  f i r m s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b u y e r s  i n
t h e  Y e v g h e l i  M a r k e t .

D u r i n g  t h i s  s e a s o n  l a r g e  o u t l a y s  o f  m o n e y
w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a  b o o k k e e p i n g  w a s  i m -
p r o v i s e d  b y  m y  U n c l e  S a m u e l  S a p o r t a .  H e
w a s  " b o r r o w e d "  e v e r y  y e a r  t o  g o  t o  G h e v g h e l i
f r o m  t h e  t e x t i l e  h o u s e  o f  F l o r e n t i n ,
S a p o r t a  &  B e r a h a ,  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  t h e
p r i n c i p a l  b o o k k e e p e r  a n d  c a s h i e r .  I n
1 9 1 4  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g r a n t  h i m  a  m o n t h
l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  a n d  t h e  d e l i c a t e  d u t y
t o  p a y  h u n d r e d s  o f  v i l l a g e r s  f o r  t h e i r
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product had to be trusted to someone else.That year the relative small quantity of
cocoons bought at Ghevgheli was put in
sacks and shipped daily to salonica where
it was manipulated. Ghevgheli was under
Serb administration and it was necessary
to do considerable paper work daily for
the shipping of the merchandise to Salonica.
A plain commercial operation became toocomplicated. All these considerations re-
inforced the notion of my father that he
should concentrate his activities in
Smyrna. It was a wrong decision as the
future proved. After a period of feverish
efforts to avoid losses created by bad
weather conditions for the crop that year,
my father returned to Smyrna.My Uncle
Isaac continued his cocoon exporting trade
in Salonica. Even in that year of scanty
merchandise offered dry after the crop's
season he realized fair profits. Rich
villagers acquired cocoons from producers
in their region and manipulated the
merchandise themselves.At the time they
thought it was convenient they brought
their lot to Salonica and intermediaries
(corredores) offered them to exporters.
My Uncle Isaac in that year of increased
prices took advantage and bought large
quantities of "dry" merchandise. The
following year was to be for him the
culmination of a long career in which he
realized huge profits in the only trade
he was engaged all his life.

*  *  *

My fa ther ' s  re tu rn  to  Smyrna  permi t ted
h is  b ro the r  and  pa r tne r ,  Dav id ,  t o  make
a t r ip  to  Dresden,  Germany where he so ld
a  l o t  o f  t o b a c c o  f o r  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f
T u r k i s h  c l i e n t s  w h o  h a d  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e i r
home and business from Macedonia to Asia
M i n o r .  E a r l i e r  h e  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a
bus iness  re la t i onsh ip  w i th  the  tobacco
f i rm of  Frances in  Dresden.

o n  t h e  o n  t u r n c e  o f  s a r a t o r  s t a y s  w h o
was  t he  agen t  i n  cha rge  f o r  t he  sa le  o f
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c o c o o n s  t h e r e ,  h e  e n g a g e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e
p u r c h a s e  o f  n e w  c r o p  c o c o o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y
of Bergamo. I n  t h i s  h e  h a d  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s
oF  "La  Soc ie ta  Anon ima Per  La  S tag iona tu ra
D e l l e  s e t e  E d  A f f i n i . "  T h i s  c o m p a n y  h a d
w a r e h o u s e s  i n  M i l a n  a n d  t h e  l o t s  o f  c o c o o n s
s h i p p e d  t o  M i l a n  a w a i t i n g  t o  b e  s o l d  w e r e
s t o r e d  t h e r e . T h i s  b u y i n g  o f  n e w  c r o p
c o c o o n s  i n  I t a l y  a l t h o u g h  r e s u l t i n g  w i t h
s o m e  p r o f i t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  f o l l o w  u p
because o f  the  impend ing  wor ld  War  One.
My Unc le  Dav id  hur r ied  back  to  Smyrna
b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  h e  v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y
i n  Sa lon i ca . H e  w a s  s t i l l  a n  i n v e t e r a t e d
bachelor  and my grandmother  conv inced her
son  to  cons ider  mar r iage . O n  h e r  a d v i c e
he  go t  engaged  to  Oro  Pe rah ia ,  a  tw i ce
removed  cous in  who  was  a  beau t i f u l  g i r l
w i t h  t he  unde rs tand ing  tha t  mar r i age  was
t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a f t e r  a f e w  m o n t h s ,  h i s
p resence  in  Smyrna  be ing  requ i red  w i thou t
de lay .

*  *  *

I  s ta r ted  s tudy ing  German under  Her r  Cherny ,
a teacher at  the German School  where he
occupied an apartment. I  w a s  g o i n g  t h e r e
t w i c e  a  w e e k  f o r  o n e  h o u r .  I  w a s  s t u d y i n g
then  t h ree  d i f f e ren t  l anguages ,  F rench ,
Turkish and German.M y  h o m e w o r k  w a s  c o n -
s i d e r a b l e  a n d  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  b e  d i s t u r b e d ,
my  Aun t  Grass ia  l e f t  me  the  use  o f  he r
a p a r t m e n t  u p s t a i r s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  t i m e
devo ted  to  my  s tud ies  I  had  many  le i su re
h o u r s  t o  s p e n d  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d s .  G e n e r a l l y
i f  the  weather  was  good  we went  to  the
B r a s s e r i e  O l y m p o s ,  a  v a s t  h a l l  i n  t h e
b r e w e r y  w h e r e  o n l y  b e e r  w a s  s e r v e d .  I t
was scarce ly  f requented and my f r iends
wi th  a  newcomer were congregat ing there.
Sam Uz ie l  was  the  a lways  smi l ing  type,
e legan t l y  d ressed  up  w i th  a  new s to ry
t o  t e l l  e v e r y  d a y ,  t h e  " r a c o n t e u r  p a r
exce l l ence . "  Many  t imes  we  wen t  t o  an
o p e n  a i r  c a f e  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  b r a s s e r i e
and  we p layed  " la  ran ica" :  an  open mouth
meta l  f rog  moun ted  on  a  sma l l  p la t fo rm.
From a  de termined d is tance,  we were  t ry ing
t o  i n t r o d u c e  m e t a l  s l o t s  i n  t h e  m o u t h  o f
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The one who introduced the

did not have to pay for his soft drink.most slots was declared the winner and
on occasion and always in this vicinity
where the "Beshtcanar" Park was also

located, we went to la "Huerta Del Vino"a vegetable garden where we treated our-selves with a romaine lettuce thoroughly

washed.
* * *

In this epoch of radio and televis ion i tis hard to conceive how sensational news
was desseminated in the past. I knew of
the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand
at sarajevo while studying my lesson in
my Aunt Grassia's apartment. A newspaper
vendor was running through the streets
shouting the shocking news of the kill ing
that served for an excuse of declaration
of  war a month later .Russia, France and
England rallied to Serbia who was attacked
by Austria-Hungary. The neut ra l i t y  o f
Belgium was violated by the German army
who overran this country and invaded
France. The march to Paris was halted
by the tact ics of Marechal Joffre at the
battle of the Marne. Italy as member of
the Triple All iance failed to join Germany
and Austria-Hungary and was sitting on
the  fence .  I t  was  a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime fo r
Jewry in the different countries of Europe
divided in two opposite camps. Anyway
they fought for their respective country
and many of them died from bullets fired
by their own corel igionists. Salonica
Jews were in a state of perplexity. The
reverses of the Russians caused them
mixed feelings because of the reactionary
and antisemite regime of the autocratic
tzar.Con t ra ry  to  th i s ,  every  reverse
of the French and British on the western
front was regarded with apprehension by
the Jewish population of Salonica imbued
in French culture. After the resounding
defeat of the Russian army on the Mazurian
Lakes, the sat ir ic publ icat ion "El Kirbatch"
wrote: "Wir encarghiren mabouliert lenieren
auf der piscuessen der moskoven." The
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publisher used this penguin language
combining "Ladino" words with German
to render a more hilarious tone to the
defeat of the tzar armies. The  Sa lon ica
Jews saw in this reverse a divine retr i -
but ion for the false accusation of the
Russians a few months before of the
al leged perennial r i tual cr ime of the
Jews, provocative of pogroms.

* * *

A t  t h i s  s t a g e  I  i n t e r r u p t e d  m y  F r e n c h
a n d  T u r k i s h  l e s s o n s  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  t o
l e a r n  G r e e k  u n d e r  " H a n  M o s h o n . "  H e  w a s
a  c o l o r f u l  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  J a n i n a ,  a l w a y s
e r e c t  i n  h i s  t a i l  c o a t  a n d  o v a l  h a r d  h a t .
H e  w a s  r e p u t e d  o f  h a v i n g  t w e l v e  s o n s . He
h a d  t a u g h t  G r e e k  t o  m y  U n c l e s  D a v i d  a n d
S a m u e l  S a p o r t a .  H e  w a s  b u s y  a l l  d a y  l o n g
t e a c h i n g  n u m e r o u s  p u p i l s  s e p a r a t e l y .
A f t e r  s o m e  t i m e  m y  s i s t e r ,  M a t h i l d e ,
j o i n e d  m e  i n  m y  G r e e k  l e s s o n s .

M y  l e s s o n s  l e f t  m e  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  r e a d .
A l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  V i c t o r  H u g o ,  L a m a r t i n e ,
B a l z a c ,  e t c . ,b e c a m e  f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e s  t o  m e .
D u r i n g  m y  l e i s u r e  h o u r s  I  w e n t  w i t h  m y  b o o k s
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  w a r e h o u s e  o f  m y  U n c l e
I s a a c .  I t  w a s  a  v a s t  b u i l d i n g  o w n e d
j o i n t l y  w i t h  m y  f a t h e r .  I  w a s  s u p p o s e d
t o  b e  t h e r e  t o  a c q u a i n t  m y s e l f  i n  t h e
i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  t h e  c o c o o n  b u s i n e s s . My
U n c l e  I s a a c  w o u l d  a t  t i m e s  d i s c u s s  w i t h
m e  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  b o o k  I  w a s  r e a d i n g .
H e  w a s  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  m y
f a t h e r  b u t  h e  h a d  m o r e  s c h o o l i n g  a n d
m o r e  l i t e r a r y  k n o w l e d g e .  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d
o n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d a y  w h e n  I  w a s  r e a d i n g
" L e s  R o i s "  b y  J u l e s  L e m a i t r e  w h e n  h e
c o m m e n t e d  o n  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  k i n g s
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e
i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r . H i s  s o n ,
A l b e r t ,  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  o l d e r  t h a n  m e ,
w a s  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t .H e  h a d  m a n y  f r i e n d s
w h o  c a l l e d  o n  h i m  o f t e n .  H i s  f a t h e r  w h o
h a d  a  g o o d  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r  w o u l d  r e m a r k
s o m e t i m e s  o n  h i s  s o n ' s  f r i e n d s  c a l l i n g
t h e m  " L e s  M i n i s t r e s  D e s  A f f a i r e s  I n u t i l e s . "

* *  *
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and the opposing positions of Kingregardless of the war raging in Europe
konstantinos and the leading politician
Venizelos, the Jewish population of
salonica was undergoing a transformation.
It was adapting itself from the benevolent
"laissez faire" of the Turkish administration
to the more rigid laws of the Greek govern-
ment. In this period my adolescent years
were over, emerging in the more mature
demands of a young man. My time was
devoted to avid lectures, sport activities
and sex curiosity. At times it was more
than curiosity and the craving of young
blood found an outlet in the embraces of
the most ancient profession in the world.

our clubhouse was Located in front of a
complex of houses on the fringe of the
Turkish quarter of town. One of these
houses was the residence of the family
of a girl to whom I felt attracted.She
was in her last year at school and I
watched her coming and going out of the
house.My constant attention was not of
the kind that could be ignored. Finally
we established conversation contact and
our relationship developed in the most
perfect example of platonic love. We
met in the deserted streets of the
Turkish part of town when evening gave
way to darkness of night. We would hold
hands and it was evident that the supreme
joy to be in each others company was
reciprocal.

Some o f  my  f r i ends  had  the  same re la t i on -
s h i p  w i t h  g i r l s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t o w n .
One  o f  my  f r i ends  was  a  v i r t uoso  p l ay i ng
mando l i n  o r  ban jo .  Eve ry  now and  then
f o u r  o r  f i v e  o f  u s  w o u l d  a s s e m b l e  a t
n i g h t  a n d  i n  t h e  d e e p  s i l e n c e  a n d  d a r k -
ness  when fo lks  were  fas t  as leep  we
se renaded  ou r  g i r l s  w i t h  sugges t i ve
songs. Companionship,  as is  common
today between the two sexes,  was not
t o l e r a t e d  t h e n .  W h i l e  t h e  y o u n g  l a d y
we l l  knew the  se renad ing  was  fo r  he r ,
the ne ighbors  had to  guess to  whom the
melodies were addressed.
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. . . . . c h e  d a  p e r  g l i  o c c h i  u n a  d o l c e z z a
a l  c u o r e  c h e  i n t e n d e r  n o n  l a  p u o  c h i  n o n
l a  p r o v a .  "  T h e s e  v e r s e s  o f  D a n t e  h a v e
v e r y  l i t t l e  m e a n i n g  n o w a d a y s  o f  e q u a l i t y
o f  s e x e s .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o
k inds  o f  women:  the  good  one  o f  mar ry ing
t y p e  c o n s e r v i n g  h e r  v i r g i n i t y  f o r  t h e
husband ,  t he  man  compan ion  f o r  he r  l i f e -
t ime and the bad woman who los t  her
innocence casua l ly . I n  t o d a y ' s  w o r l d
women  a re  measured  w i th  a  d i f f e ren t  ya rd -
s t i c k  a n d  h o n e s t y  i s  j u d g e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t
degrees and shades. B u t  i s  i t  h o w  G o d
i n t e n d e d  i t  t o  b e ?

G o i n g  a h e a d  i n  t i m e  a n d  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f
m y  p l a t o n i c  l o v e ,  t h e  b i g  f i r e  o f  1 9 1 7
c a u s e d  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  S a l o n i c a ' s
Jew i sh  popu la t i on  and  anyway  some  t ime
a f t e r  I  l e f t  m y  n a t i v e  c i t y .  U p o n  r e -
t u r n i n g  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  I  c a l l e d  o n  a
compan ion  o f  my  Nap les  days  who  had  a l so
r e t u r n e d  t o  o u r  c i t y .  T o  m y  s u r p r i s e  m y
g i r l f r i e n d  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e .
I  k n e w  a f t e r  t h a t  s h e  w a s  h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d .
I  d i d  n o t  s e e  h e r  b u t  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e
s t a i r s  a n d  s h e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  m y  f r i e n d  w a s
i n d e e d  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  b u t  h e
w a s  o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  D i d  s h e  k n o w  m y
i d e n t i t y  t h e n ?  W h a t  k i n d  o f  l i f e  w a s
h e r ' s ? D i d  s h e  s a v e  h e r s e l f  f r o m  H i t l e r ' s
h o l o c a u s t ?  I s  s h e  a l i v e  t o d a y ?

I m p o r t a n t  d e a l s  w e r e  m a d e  o n  t h e  b a s i s
o f  T u r k i s h  g o l d  p o u n d  s t i l l  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  n e w  l a w  t h e  p o u n d  w a s
o f f i c i a l l y  p e g g e d  a t  2 3 . 9 0  d r a c h m a s  w h e n
o n  t h e  f r e e  m a r k e t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p o u n d
w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r .  M y  f a t h e r  h a d  a
p o l i c y  w i t h  t h e  G r e s h a m  A s s u r a n c e ,  j u s t
m a t u r e d ,  a n d  i t  w a s  s e t t l e d  a t  d r a c h m a s
2 3 . 9 0 0 .  -  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  o n e  t h o u s a n d  g o l d
p o u n d s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  I n
d o i n g  s o ,  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  d i d  n o t
f a i l  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  b u t  s i m p l y
d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  c o n t r a v e n e  w i t h  t h e  l a w
o f  t h e  l a n d .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p e a c e  t r e a t y  b e t w e e n  G r e e c e
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and Turkey small denominations of Turkish
currency could not be used in everyday
cransactions: it was replaced by the Greek
drachma.

The fami l iar  Turkish s i lver
coins were exported to Turkey. It was a
profitable transaction and business mer
engaged in different trades took part in
this traff ic temporari ly. My tuture
brother-in-law bought a sizable quantity
of those coins not so much for the eventual
profit but because it would necessitate
his trip to lurkey and ne would have the
opportunity to ask my father for the hand
of my sister, Mathilde, in marriage.
Journey by train entailed many hardships

The

considering the many sacks of coins,
mostly silver piastres the size of a dime.

Arriving at Smyrna he took lodgings at
the Kasher Pension Papoushado where my
father and other businessmen from Salonica
were residing. The tiresome trip and a
bad cold forced him to bed for a few days.
My father took care of him and had an
opportunity to know of his fine character.
A tacit accord resulted from this encounter
that a formal engagement would be announced
upon my father's return to Salonica which
finally took place in the fall of 1915.
It was customary to delegate a relative
of the two families to arrange the details
and the duration of the engagement.A n
Important point was the size of the dowry.
My Uncle Liaou Benusiglio represented my
father and Yoseph Recanati, an uncle of
my future brother-in-law, represented him.
They agreed on one thousand pounds, five
hundred cash and five hundred representing
the init ial cost of half of our house for
which the young man was to receive title.
The total amount was not the correct one:
it was rather double than that, considering
the actual value of the house in that period.
The argument did not bother in the least my
father who only wanted the future happiness
of "Mato" (this is how my sister was called
in the family). The bridegroom also did
not have any pecuniary consideration in
this engagement. It was the two uncles
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w h o  h a d  a r r a n g e d  t h i n g s  t h i s  w a y .  A f t e r
t h e  w e d d i n g ,  f i x e d  f o r  n e x t  S e p t e m b e r ,
the  young  coup le  was  to  occupy  the
apar tment  ups ta i rs  and my Unc le  Yaco
and  my  Aun t  Grass ia  had  amp le  t ime  dur ing
t h e  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  e n g a g e -
m e n t  t o  l o o k  f o r  r o o m s .  T h e  e n g a g e m e n t
w a s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  g r e a t  f e s t i v i t i e s  f o r
t h e  t w o  f a m i l i e s .  I  r e m e m b e r ,  a s  i f  i t
w a s  a  r e c e n t  o c c u r e n c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e
my  b ro the r - i n - l aw  came  t o  ou r  house .
T h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  w a s  a w a i t i n g  h i s  a r r i v a l
a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  o u r  a p a r t m e n t .  A f t e r
t h e  w e l c o m i n g  e f f u s i o n s  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n -
t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i n g  t o  h i s  f i a n c e e  h e
s i n g l e d  m e  o u t  w i t h  a  s m i l e  t h a t  s p e l l e d
o u r  m u t u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g
weeks  and  mon ths  pe rm i t t ed  h i s  i n teg -
r a t i o n  i n  o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  i t  s e e m e d  t o  u s
we  had  an  o lde r  b ro the r  and  my  pa ren ts
f e l t  t h e y  h a d  a n  o l d e r  s o n .  H i s  h i g h
sp i r i ts  buoyed the home a tmosphere  and
h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  a l r e a d yf r u i t f u l .

T h e  w e d d i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h e  f i f t e e n t h
o f  t h e  m o n t h  o f  E l u l  ( w i t h  a  f u l l  m o o n ,
p r e s a g i n g  o f  g o o d  t i d e s )  i n  t h e  C l u b
K a d i m a h  o f  w h i c h  I  w a s  a  m e m b e r .  I t
o c c u p i e d  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  a  w e l l  k e p t
v a s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r  h o u s e .
I t  h a d  s e v e r a l  r e a d i n g  r o o m s  w h e r e  t h e
m e m b e r s  w e r e  r e a d i n g  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d
b o o k s  o f  J e w i s h  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  J e w s  o f
S a l o n i c a  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  d i s p l a y  s o m e
i n t e r e s t  f o r  Z i o n i s t  i d e a s  a n d  t h e
y o u n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  " B i b l i o t h e q u e
K a d i m a h "  ( t h i s  i s  h o w  t h i s  c l u b  w a s
k n o w n )  w e r e  v e r y  m i l i t a n t  o n  t h a t  s u b -
j e c t .  O u t  o f  d e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  t w o
f a m i l i e s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e
p r e m i s e s  t h e  e v e n i n g  f i x e d  f o r  t h e
w e d d i n g  w a s  g r a n t e d  g r a c i o u s l y  w i t h o u t
a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  C h i e f  R a b b i  J a c o b
M e i r  a s s i s t e d  b y  t h e  c l e r g y  o f  t h e  t w o
s y n a g o g u e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  t w o  f a m i l i e s
w e r e  a f f i l i a t e d ,  p r o n o u n c e d  t h e  n u p t i a l
b e n e d i c t i o n .  A  l a r g e  c r o w d  o f  r e l a t i v e s
a n d  f r i e n d s  i n v i t e d  f o r  t h e  c e r e m o n y
9 0



joyously participated in the festivitiesuntil late at night. The seven prescribeddays following the wedding were celebrated

the Recanati household. They were very
conservative in keeping tradition.
week was culminated by the day of the fish
(el día del peshe); the bride had to take
a determinated number of steps over a plate
of uncooked fish.Prayers were recited
that the progeny of the newlyweds shoula
be a source of life symbolized by the
fish who multiply abundantly. An episode
worth mention is the fact that some twentyyears before my parents were neighbors of
the well known rich family Torres.
young lady, Regina, in this househola
promised to help Baby Mathilde dress upfor her nuptials when time would come.
True to her promise the wife of Doctor
Josepovici (nee Regina Torres) appeared
at the time the bride was donning the veil.

For the period the young couple lived in
the Recanati household they were busy
furnishing their apartment properly. To
this effect they ordered their furniture
from the best man in town and their up-
holstered pieces also from the best man
in the branch. Until the delivery of all
this the couple spent most of their time
with us and it was indeed a happy period.

My brother-in-law was engaged in importing
jute from Scotland mainly for enveloping
tobacco leaves bundles. It necessitated
import permits issued by the allied armies
who created a special division for this
purpose. The exports from England were
controlled by the military office of the
British who did not socialize with the
civilian population. The French and
Italian military personnel mingled easily
with the Jews of Salonica who spoke their
language fluently. Leon had a few friends
among the French and he was entertaining
them in our house. I remember that on
one occasion I was going with his brother,
Raphael, where some musician could be
found. At this time, late in the evening,
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everyone in this profession was gainfully
engaged. We had to be satisfied with the
music of pessah, a friend of Raphael, who
was a virtuoso of the banjo and the evening
was a success with our French friends,
thanks to the know-how of Davico the caterer,
who on short notice improvised a buffet.
Pessica, as he was called, with his banjo
music kept everyone in fine spirits. He
was a diminutive young man always thirsty
for water and despite his drinking enor-
mous quantities of it, his size did not
increase a bit.

* *

I t a l y  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  w a r  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f
F r a n c e ,  E n g l a n d  a n d  R u s s i a .  F o l l o w i n g
t h e  d e b a c l e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m e d  f o r c e s
a t  G a l l i p o l i ,  a l l i e d  a r m i e s  w e r e  e s t a b -
l i s h i n g  a  f r o n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o w e r s
i n  M a c e d o n i a  a n d  t h e  h e a d g u a r t e r s  w e r e
i n  S a l o n i c a .  G r e e c e  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n  t w o
c a m p s  .T h e  p a r t y  o f  V e n i z e l o s  f a v o r e d
t h e  w e s t e r n  a l l i e s ;  t h i s  p e r m i t t e d  t h e
e n t r y  o f  a l l i e d  a r m i e s  t o  o p e n  u p  a  f r o n t
a g a i n s t  A u s t r i a  a n d  G e r m a n y  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s .
T h e  k i n g ,  w h o  w a s  a  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f
E m p e r o r  W i l h e l m ,  f a v o r e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o w e r s .
T h i s  w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  I t a l i a n s  p u t  i n
c i r c u l a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a t i r i c a l  v e r s e s
i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  p o p u l a r  s o n g :  " L a
g r e c i a  n o n  s i  s l a n c i a  e  d a  r a g i o n e  p e r c h e
c h i  l a  c o m m a n d a  e  K o n s t a n t i n o .  L a  m o g l i e
c h e  e  s o r e l l a  d i  g u g l i e l m o n e  n o n  l a s c i a
c o m p r o m e t t e r  l o  s p o s i n o . "  W a r  w a s  w a g e d
a t  t h e  f r o n t  b u t  t h e  c i t y  w a s  h u m m i n g
t u n e s  a n d  m a k i n g  m e r r y  f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s
o n  l e a v e  o r  r e c e n t l y  d i s e m b a r k e d .
S a l o n i c a  w a s  b a r e l y  f i f t y  m i l e s  f r o m
t h e  f r o n t  w i t h  i t s  t o l l  o f  w o u n d e d  a n d
dead .N e w  c a f e s  a n d  b a r s  w e r e  m u s h -
r o o m i n g  i n  t o w n  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  w a n t e d  t o
f o r g e t  i n  w i n e  a n d  s o n g  t h e  m i s e r i e s  o f
w a r ;  i t  w a s  a  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r
t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n . T h e  S e r b s  a l s o
w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  S a l o n i c a  r e a d y  t o
r e e n t e r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f
v i c t o r y :  t h e y  h a d  t o  w a i t  t h r e e  l o n g  y e a r s
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before this happened.headquarters were established on the island
subsequently their

of corfu before the liberation of their

country.A few days after the wedding ot my sister,

her breasts.
Mathilde, Julie noticed a lump on one ofshe told my mother and my
alarmed parents frantically consulted our
family Doctor Aslanian. On Yom Kippour'seve he ordered a biopsy performed. It
revealed a malignant tumor and an immediate
operation was advised. This may seem
routine nowadays but sixty years ago an
operation of this kind was a rarity
especially in our country. My distressed
parents sought the advice of relatives.
My Uncle Isaac advised to let nature
follow its course (biva la gallina con
su pepita). My Uncle Liaou Benusiglio
was evasive and he cautioned my parents
not to make a hasty decision. My dynamic
brother-in-law, Leon, thought it was no
time for idle talk and the situation
required solid medical advice. He asked
his military French friends the names of
the foremost doctors in the army in
Salonica. One was a general practitioner
and the other a renowned surgeon. After
reviewing the findings of the biopsy they
were unanimous in their decision that an
immediate operation was imperative. The
French surgeon could not be convinced
to perform an operation on a civilian
and declared that his duties were at the
front line where Frenchmen were requiring
his services at all hours. The other
doctor accepted to assist Doctor Aslanian
who was to perform the operation. A1l
hospitals were requisitioned for the
exclusive use of the military and not
even the most urgent cases of the
civilian patients were admitted. An
operation room was improvised in our
house by removing all furniture and
covering a table with bedsheets. While
the operation was going on I accompanied
my father out and we were walking through
the streets around the house. For a couple
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of hours he was crying and moaning over
the fa te  o f  a  dear  daughter  and the d i re
consequences of  th is  operat ion.  Before
1 proceed any fur ther  I  want  to  exp la in
how wrong he was in  th is  mat ter .  Dest iny
has strange ways sometimes for the better.
Abou t  f i ve  yea rs  l a te r  my  s i s te r ,  Ju l i e ,
got  marr ied to Salomon Sal t ie l . They
had  a  per fec t  l i f e  toge ther ;  l ov ing  each
other  dear ly  for  more than a ha l f  century
when he d ied and she s t i l l  c r ies  over  the
loss of her husband. They had two sons
who have loved and respected their parents
always. My brother- in- law, Salomon,
passed away about three years ago. He was
missed  by  a l l  o f  us  fo r  h i s  h igh  qua l i t i es
as a husband, a father and his devotion
to the whole fami ly. M y  s i s t e r ,  J u l i e ,
keeps alert  consider ing her age and for
two years now Aurelia and I had the good
for tune of  jo in ing her ,  her  son,  Maur ice,
w i th  h is  w i fe ,  I rene,  dur ing  the i r  vacat ion
in Switzerland. M y  s i s t e r  l i v e s  i n  S a l o n i c a
surrounded by the affect ion of his son,
Dan ie l ,  h is  w i fe ,  Ouran ia ,  w i th  the i r
two chi ldren, Jul ica and a boy. How
d i f fe ren t  th is  i s  f rom the  b leak  p re -
visions of my father in his moments of
suf fer ing.  Every t ime one of  h is  ch i ld ren
was sick,  he was subject to faint ing
spe l l s .  I  d id  see  h im fa in t  once  wh i le
my brother, Leon, was sick as a baby.
Probably my emotional character is partly
due to my hereditary tendency from him
but my outbursts are tempered by the
forebearance and patience inherited from
my mother.

M y  U n c l e  a n d  A u n t  A s s a e l  t h o u g h t  o f  h a v i n g
f o u n d  a n  a p a r t m e n t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e m  a n d
t h e y  m o v e d .  T h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  w a s  a  c a u s e
o f  r e g r e t  t o  a l l  o f  u s  b u t  t h e  i d e a  o f
L e o n  a n d  M a t h i l d e  m o v i n g  u p s t a i r s  a s s u a g e d
t h e  p a i n f u l  s e p a r a t i o n .  T h e  f u r n i t u r e
s t a r t e d  t o  c o m e  p i e c e  b y  p i e c e  w h i l e  t h e
y o u n g  c o u p l e  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  l i v i n g  w i t h  u s .

T h e  p e r i o d  w a s  i n d e e d  a  v e r y  h a p p y  o n e .
I t  w a s  t h e  t i m e  o f  i n t e r m i n a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n s
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of my father with his son in-law on themerits of the philosopny of Spinozasfather seemed fascinated by the principles

fortunate philosopher.enunciated by the seventeenth century un-
that on this subject he was indoctrinated

You could notice

by salomon Nehama who seemed to be the
principal exponent of the doctrines of
Spinoza in the lodge "Veritas." By atwist of coincidence Nehama was related
to the Recanati family? He seemed to
have a spirit of tolerance toward Christ-
ianity and I was exposed to this religious
and philosophical theme to give me matter
of thought.

? Since the, Spinoza became
for me the exponent on abstract reasoning
to explain God's existence. .Like my
father. I became fascinated by his theories
and I admired his attitude in the face of
adversity and his stoicism confronted as
he was by his fanatic co-religionists.

*  *  *

The summer of 1917 started with torrid
on such a hot Saturday my dear

mother was informed of her brother
Samuel's death. His son, Moise, (he
changed his first name to Mauro after-
wards) had established residence in 1910
in Berlin as an electrical articles
salesman. The Turks after the revolution
of 1909 required military service also
from the Jews after they had been dis-
pensed of it for more than three centuries.
Like many others my cousin Benusiglio
avoided service in the army by emigrating

His cousins, Jacques and
Isaac (this last one was called Ihno
subsequently), sons of my Uncle Liaou,
were living in Berlin already. During
the First World War the French military
authority had created an intelligence
bureau in Salonica. A member of this
office appeared once at my Uncle Samuel
Benusiglio's place of business while he
was alone (he was associated to his
brother, Liaou, and they were dealing
in building materials, mostly water and gas
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pipes) and let him know that he had the
in format ion that  he had a  son l i v ing in
Ber l in . Most probably he did not mean
any harm but my Uncle Samuel got scared
and s ince that  day h is  menta l  facul t ies
got  impaired.  He had lost  a son,  Edouardo,
drowned while swimming. H i s  o n l y  m a r r i e d
daughter,  Jul ia,  had emigrated to Egypt
with her husband. He and h is  w i fe  were
lef t  home with three daughters;  two of
them of marrying age and a son, Jacques,
who was a bookkeeper at the Banque De
salonique. My uncle became more and more
despondent and in July 1917 he committed
suicide by hurl ing himself  from a window
of his house to the hard pavement of the
s t ree t  be low.  I t  was  a  c rue l  b low fo r
the family especial ly for my Aunt Grassia
who had moved recently to be a short dis-
tance from her brother and his family.
This was a famil ia l  t ragedy but a few
short weeks later the whole population
was due to go through rude general events
wi th  the f i re  that  dest royed the largest
par t  of  our  c i ty  af fect ing the Jews
par t i cu la r ly .

* *

M y  f a t h e r  w h o  h a d  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  b u l k
o f  h i s  c a p i t a l  t o  S m y r n a ,  ( t r a v e l  t o
T u r k e y  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s
e n e m y  t e r r i t o r y )  m a n a g e d  w i t h  l i m i t e d
r e s o u r c e s  o f  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d
p o u n d s  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  i n  S a l o n i c a .
e v e n  s o l d  o u t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  I s a a c ,

He

h i s  h a l f  s h a r e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e i r
w a r e h o u s e  f o r  f i v e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s .  J u s t
i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  w e e k s  m y  U n c l e  I s a a c
r e n t e d  i t  t o  a  t o b a c c o  c o m p a n y  f o r  o n e
y e a r  a t  a  r e n t a l  o f  f i v e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s .
T h e  c o n s t a n t  u r g e  f o r  a  c a s h  r e s e r v e
p r o b a b l y  p r o m p t e d  m y  f a t h e r  t o  h a s t i l y
s e l l  o u t  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  w h i c h
p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  b o n a n z a  i n  s u c c e e d i n g
y e a r s  t o  m y  u n c l e .

F o r  m e  t o o ,  t h i s
p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  a  c a s h  r e s e r v e  b e y o n d
m y  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d s  f o r  b u s i n e s s  o r  o t h e r -
w i s e ,  r e m a i n e d  a  t r a i t  o f  m y  l i f e  w i t h  t h e
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result of a stagnant situation. Othermore dynamic people with far less re-sources created for themselves highpositions using their credit withoutamounts of money stacked away insteadof being usefully invested. This brings

to my mind the old French adage "tel
t e l  f i l s . " Anyway, during the

ensuing two years my father took advan-tage of the rising prices of silk and
bought a couple lots of cocoons in
partnership with the importing leathe
house of Samuel Yenni. It was a period
in which everyone was on the lookout
for a remunerative speculation?
Yenni firm had offices in the "sebi,"
which was the market place for the
leather trade and for the "colonialists."
A big crowd of all sorts of people were
dealing there. It was an epoch of mad
deals.

Teachers of the Talmud Torah
descended to the sebi and invested their
meager savings in such disparate articles
as shoe laces and caustic soda, sometimes
with amazing results because prices were
jumping higher daily. My father bought
a shipment of sesame seeds just arrived
from Lemnos. Warehouses for rent were
non-existant and he stored his merchan-
dise in the vacant apartment in the semi-
basement of our house. He bought also a
lot of coarse textile called "cabot" and
stored it in the warehouse of Florentin,
Saporta & Beraha. This was the business
background of my father before the fire
that devastated our city. He was reputed
to be an habitual pessimist having the
foreknowledge of things to come. He
foretold an upheaval of some kind in
which members of our immediate family
could be dispersed. He told my mother
to put in a small sack a change of under-
wear for each one of us children. He
gave us a certain amount of money
according to age. I was given two hundred
pounds in gold that I carried at all times
in a small sack concealed under my under-
wear. My younger brother, Leonico, (this
was how we called to differentiate him from
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m y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,  w h o  w a s  j u s t
e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d  w a s  g i v e n  t e n  T u r k i s h
g o l d  p o u n d s  w i t h  t h e  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  u s e
t h e  m o n e y  d i s c r e e t l y  i n  c a s e  h e  s h o u l d
E i n d  h i m s e l f  s t r a n d e d  a l o n e  a n d  o n l y  t o
feed  h imse l f .

I t  w a s  A u g u s t  s e v e n t e e n t h  1 9 1 7  a f t e r  t h e
S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  s i e s t a ;  I  w a s  s i t t i n g
i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  m y  p a r e n t s  o n  t h e
p o r c h  t h a t  g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  o u r  a p a r t m e n t .
I  w a s  t o  m e e t  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  m y  f r i e n d s ,
Peppo Menahem and Moise Molho, wi th
t h e i r  u s u a l  c r o w d  a t  t h e  C a f e  C r y s t a l .
T h e  w i n d  w a s  b l o w i n g  r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g
fo r  t h i s  summer  mon th .  We  hea rd  a  com-
m o t i o n  o u t s i d e  a n d  I  r a n  t o  t h e  s t r e e t
t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  i t .  I  w a s
t o l d  t h a t  s o m e  h o u s e s  w e r e  o n  f i r e  i n
t h e  " t c h i n a r "  s e c t i o n  a n d  t h i s  w a s  n o t
t o o  d i s t a n t  f r o m  o u r  h o u s e  b u t  r i g h t
o n  t h e  s t r e e t  w h e r e  t h e  R e c a n a t i  f a m i l y
had moved some months before. The
youngest  son,  Raphael ,  was in  Naples
where he hade s t a b l i s h e d  a  s u c c e s s f u l
business. w i t h  t h e  e l d e r  R e c a n a t i
nea r l y  b l i nd  h i s  son ,  Ab raham,  wou ld
h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  m o v e  t h e  f a m i l y  o u t
i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y .  I  s a w  t h e i r  h o u s e  w a s
no t  i n  immed ia te  dange r .  I  r an  somewha t
f u r t he r  and  no t i ced  t he  house  nex t  t o  my
f r i e n d  S c i a k y ' s  o n  f i r e .S o m e  f r i e n d s
were  the re  a l ready  and  were  he lp ing  to
assemble  some o f  the i r  be long ings  to
evacuate the house. I  j o i n e d  t h e m  a n d
g e t t i n g  h o l d  o f  a  b i c y c l e  I  l o a d e d
e f f e c t s  o n  i t  a n d  w e  a l l  p r o c e e d e d  t o
my  house .  We  f ran t i ca l l y  accumu la ted
o u r  l o a d s  o n  t h e  p a t i o  a n d  t i r e d  a s  w e
were we returned to the endangered house
t r y i ng  t o  save  some  more  e f f ec t s  f r om
the endangered house. I t  w a s  a  u s e l e s s
cause because the f i re  had spread and we
c o u l d  n o t  g o  a n y  f u r t h e r .  I t  w a s  t i m e
t o  t h i n k  w h a t  s t e p s  t o  t a k e  i f  t h e  c o n -
f l a g r a t i o n  s h o u l d  r e a c h  o u r  s t r e e t .  M y
fa the r  appea led  t o  an  "a rabad j i "  who
accep ted  to  wo rk  on  a  Sa tu rday .  He
b r o u g h t  h i s  l o n g  " a r a b a "  t o  o u r  d o o r s t e p s

98



and with mixed feelings we loaded some
effects on it with the order to proceedto my grandmother's house on the Rue

parallele.
I say mixed feelings because

we thought that fire fighters would pre-
vent the fire to spread to such a long
aistance from where it had started. My
father always alert in moments of danger
was especially solicitous for the youngest
of his children. My mother was taking
care of my sister, Mathilde, who together
with Leon and the youngest of the children
and Julie were the first ones to reach my
grandmother's house. Al l  of  us were
carrying the small sack with some clothing
that our cautious father had prepared for
such an emergency. My brother, Jacques,
and myself remained with him outside of
the house.At a certain moment we thought
that the wind was blowing harder and aware
that the door leading to the terrace on
the third floor was open and the jerks of
the wind might break its glass panels, we
went in to close that door. That  was
wishful thinking on our part, hoping
against hope that our house would be
spared from the conflagration. By the
time we went out the fire seemed to be
approaching and we went a short distance
and stood in front of the "Haralambo
Bakery" when it seemed to us that the
"Casa De La Djepia" was already on fire.
This building next to the next of our
house was known by this description be-
cause its courtyard had a small pond with
red fishes. It was the house where Maurice
Sullam's parents had an apartment. He was
a class companion to my brother, Jacques,
and his father was a "cavedji" at the
ishteera. His modest establishment was
the center where cocoon dealers assembled
at certain hours daily and made important
deals sitting in low chairs without backs
while they were sipping their Turkish
coffee. It was then evident that the house
of "Sara La Haha" was only standing with
supporting beams and was in danger of
collapse; the synagogue of Yaco Comprado
almost in front of our house must have been
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already devoured by the flames. I  men t i onall these names because of the memories
attached to them and the colorful persons
who made history for me in the street
knew best in Salonica. I  s t i l l  s e e  m y
father as he stood watching the f i re and
people running in the opposi te direct ion
o f  i t . He was ca lm and wi th  a  t rag ic  smi le
he said that he was a lucky man to be able
to  re locate  h is  fami ly  in  the  house o f  h is
mother in which he was a co-owner.
wrong he proved to be a couple hours later
when the f ire reached there. Odos Venizelos
(ex Sabri Pasha Street) was covered with
a  ve ry  h igh  roo f  i n  a  po r t i on  o f  i t  f o r  a
d is tance of  about  a  ha l f  o f  a  mi le  and i t
was cal led the " tcharshee.",  I t  was l ined
up with elegant stores displaying r ich
merchandise in its windows especially
jewelry and watches. From this spot on
after the tcharshee on descending in the
direct ion of  the quay,  the street  had large
clothing stores for men such as Mayer's,
Stein's, Tiring's, Jacob Joseph and Cohen
plus many stores displaying r ich text i les
of  la test  imports  for  lad ies and a var ie ty
of establishments where one could shop to
h is  hear t 's  content  a l l  k inds o f  luxur ies .
By the time we reached our destination on
the Rue Parallele that my father had dec-
lared minutes before to be our provisional
residence, the fire had reached the upper
section of Venizelos Street and was
approaching the tcharshee.I t  w a s  r u m o r e d
afterwards that Sarail who was the com-
manding general on the Balkan front had
ordered a company of soldiers to contain
the fire. They placed bombs at certain
corners to block the conflagration from
spreading. Darkness had already descended
on a city l ighted only by the f lames of
the f i re raging at  d i f ferent  spots.  We
realized then it was time to evacuate my
grandmother's house. My Uncle Menahem
Simantov now residing in Salonica had an
Ital ian mi l i tary truck loaded up with his
effects moved out from the same house.
The tcharshee was on fire and it seemed
to us that soon it would be the turn of my
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to reside.
grandmother's house in which we had hopedIn desperation we proceeded
to the house of my Uncle Peppo in the
"Quartier Des Campagnes."
a big crowd of relatives; refugees like

We found there

us from the conflagration.
hausted and I was appointed to sleep on

We were ex-

the floor of the garret of the house with
some relatives' young folks. We had
perfect view of the city on fire but

a

managed to catch a couple hours sleep or
the hard floor. In the morning,  my father
and I ventured to a short distance from
the "tour blanche" where the fire seemed
to have stopped.  Al l  bui ld ings on the
guay were destroyed by the flames of the
conflagration during the night and the
cinema Palace, almost in front of the
white tower, remained untouched. Salonica
is  bui l t  on a h i l l  and the upper  par t  was
inhabited by Turks whose houses were
spared; the same thing happened to the
sections of the south where the Greeks
res ided  w i th in  the  fo r t i f i ed  wa l l s . O u t -
side of  the wal ls south and north of  the
c i ty  bu i ld ings were not  a f fec ted.  Nor th
of the ci ty a mixed populat ion of Jews
and Greeks resided in the section called
"Afuera La Puerta" and in the south
called "Quartier Des Campagnes" was
genera l ly  the habi ta t  o f  r ich Jews.  Jews
res id ing  i n  the  cen t ra l  pa r t  o f  t he  c i t y
were mostly affected. Some bu i l d i ngs  re -
mained miraculously standing among others
the Banque De Salonique and the adjacent
store of Florentin, Saporta & Beraha.
That morning the prophecy of my father
was fulf i l led when he asked a business
fr iend who was standing next to us i f  he
had any bread in the house. We knew he
had a r ich house in the spared part  of
the city. He  rep l i ed  he  d i d  no t  have
any and that he was in the same predicament
and that  he too was looking for  food for
his family.
younger children.

M y  f a t h e r  w a s  t h i n k i n g  o f  h i s
My Uncle Peppo was sick

and his wife absent in Switzerland; my
grandmother was taking care of him. Upon
returning from our hunt ing for food she
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regaled the whole crowd with a cup of
surkish coffee. I t  v a s  t i m e  t h e n  t o
resune our search for food. This t ime
I also accospanied ay father to the foot-
bal l  grounda of the Vi l la Ida. We knew
that not far from there an encampment of
Serb so ld iers  was located.  In  fac t ,  a
soldier was convinced by us to part with
a large bread. I do not know how some
cheese appeared upon reaching home and
this is how our family was fed on the
f i rst  day as refugees. My brother- in-2aw,
Lean, started to inquire about his parents,
s is ter  and brother.  He found out  that  they
had lef t  their  house on f i re and found

t r u s t e d  e m p l o y e e  o f  G i n o  F e r n a n d e z  a s
c a s h i e r  i n  h i s  d i f f e r e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n c -
L u d i n g  t h e  b r e w e r y .
t i r e d  a n d  s i c k  w i t h  p r o s t a t e  t r o u b l e  w a s
r e c o v e r e d  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  s m a l l
h o u s e  t h a t  s e r v e d  f o r  l o d g i n g  t o  t h e
c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  b r e w e r y .  T h e y  r e m a i n e d
t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e y  f o u n d  a n  a p a r t m e n t  i n  a
s e c t i o n  n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  f i r e .

T h e  a m a z i n g  t h i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g
t h e  t r a g e d i e s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  f i r e  w a s  t h e
r e s i l i e n c y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w h o  a d a p t e d
i t s e l f  t o  t h e  n e w  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  s p e e d .
E v e r y o n e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  h a b i t u a l  o c c u p a t i o n .
M a n y  s h o p k e e p e r s  h a d  s a v e d  c a s h  f r o m  t h e
f i r e  i n  p i l l o w  c a s e s .  E v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e
i n  t h e  n o t  a f f e c t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  w a s
r e n t e d  s w i f t l y  a t  p r i c e s  u n h e a r d  o f  u n t i l

I t  w a s  n o  p r o b l e m  t o  f e e d  o u r s e l v e s  f r o m
t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o n ;  i t  w a s  a  m a t t e r  o f
p a y ? n g  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e s  i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t
n e a r e r  t o  u s .  T h e  b i g  p r o b l e m  w a s  t o  f i n d
s p a c e  t o  l o d g e  t h e  f a m i l y  p r o p e r l y .  M y
f a t h e r  r e m i n d e d  h i m s e l f  o f  a  n a m e ,  F o t i

I s i t s i ,  a n d  t h a t  s e r v e d  t o  r e s o l v e  o u r
a p a r t m e n t  p r o b l e m .
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Foti Tsitsi was an old merchant originally
the town of Klisoora; he was Greek

Orthodox of Vallach extraction. He was a
client and a good friend of my Uncle Peppo.
He liked to address his dewish friends in
our Spanish Jargon. Some years before he
made a business trip to America giving
power of attorney to my Uncle Peppo, indi-
cating how much he trusted his Jewish
friend. I accompanied my father when he
went to see him in his house one block
from the Boulevard Hamidieh. After the
usual greetings, my father explained the
predicament we were in, making clear that
he was ready to pay for any favor to us.The house had two floors, and the familyto usy
of our friend consisted only of his wife
and an adult daughter. Why not rent us
the first floor? The second floor was
enough to house his small family with
space to spare. Tio Foti, as he was
called by us,immediately took over and
it was agreed that we could move in at a
yearly rental of two hundred Turkish gold
pounds. My father who was prepared for
this outcome put on the table a small sack
containing the exact amount required by
Tio Foti. He explained to us that in a
few days he was leaving with his wife and
daughter for Klisoora and one or two of
us could go to sleep upstairs during their
absence. We moved in the same day and
after four days as refugees we were happy
to sleep in a real bed. We were ten of
us, including Leon and Mathilde, to occupy
the apartment and a "modus vivendi" was
quickly established. We tried the best we
could to resume a normal life.

The morning af ter  was devoted to measure
t h e  e x t e n t  o f  o u r  l o s s e s . O u r  h o u s e  w a s
b u r n e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s h i p -
men t  o f  sesame acqu i red  recen t l y .  The
merchand ise  saved f rom the  f i re  was the
"cabo t "  s to red  a t  t he  wa rehouse  o f
F l o r e n t i n ,  S a p o r t a  &  B e r a h a  i n  t h e  I s h t e e r a .
The  ma in  s to re  o f  t he  f i rm  a l so  was
m i r a c u l o u s l y  s a v e d .  A l l  a r o u n d  i t  w a s  a
b i g  d e v a s t a t i o n .  Y i l d i z  H a n  r i g h t  a c r o s s
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t h e  s t r e e t  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  f i r e .
t h e  s o l d i e r s  f i g h t i n g  t h e  c o n f l a g r a t i o n
m u s t  h a v e  w o r k e d  v e r y  h a r d  t h a t  n i g h t  t o
s a v e  a  f e w  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  s t i l l
ca l l ed  "F ranco  Maha la .  "  They  were  the
Ca tho l i c  chu rch  in  the  Rue  F ranque ,  and
s o m e w h a t  d i s t a n t  t h e  i m p o s i n g  b u i l d i n g  o f
the Banque De Salonique. T h e  e f f o r t s  d e -
p l o y e d  t o  s a v e  t h e  b a n k  b u i l d i n g  s e r v e d
a l s o  t o  s p a r e  t h e  a d j a c e n t  s t o r e  o f
F l o r e n t i n ,  S a p o r t a  &  B e r a h a ,  p r a c t i c a l l y
a t t a c h e d  t o  i t .  I n  a  m a t t e r  o f  d a y s  t h i s
establ ishment was empty of  merchandise
s o l d  a t  v e r y  g o o d  p r i c e s .  I t  c o u l d  n o t
be o therwise because the pub l ic  needed
t e x t i l e s  t o  m a k e  c l o t h i n g ,  m a n y  h a v i n g
abandoned  the i r  house  w i th  j us t  t he
c lo th ing  they  were  wear ing . M y  f a t h e r
a l s o  s o l d  h i s  " c a b o t "  a t  g o o d  p r o f i t .

A  f i r s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a
woman Greek refugee from Asia Minor had
s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r e  b y  f r y i n g  e g g p l a n t s  o n
a  s t r e e t  c o r n e r . Greek refugees were
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  t c h i n a r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y
in  makesh i f t  houses  and  the  s t ree t  se rved
them as  k i t chen .  Tha t  w indy  Sa tu rday
a f t e r n o o n  p r o v e d  t o  b e  f a t a l  e s p e c i a l l y
fo r  Sa lon i ca ' s  Jewry .

M y  f a t h e r  f r o m  t h e n  o n  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e
in  any  commerc ia l  ven tu re  i n  a  pe r i od  o f
f e v e r i s h  a c t i v i t y .  H i s  o n l y  a i m  w a s  t o
s e e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e
f a m i l y  t o  S m y r n a .  H i s  c o u p l e  l o t s  o f
cocoons  were  so ld  in  M i lan  and  par t  o f
the proceeds were depos i ted a t  the Compto i r
Nat iona l  D 'Escompte in  Par is .

I t  w a s  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  k e e p  i d l e  w h e n  a l l  m y
f r i e n d s  w e r e  b u s y  a n d  e a r n i n g  m o n e y .
f a t h e r  t r i e d  t o  r e f r a i n  m e  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t o  t r y  a t  l e a s t
t o  e a r n  m y  u p k e e p  i n s t e a d  o f  d e p e n d i n g  o n  h i m .

My  b ro the r - i n - l aw ,  Leon ,  had  been  exempted
f r o m  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  G r e e k s  b e -
c a u s e  h e  t o o k  a  j o b  a t  t h e  O l y m p o s  B r e w e r y
a s  d e l i v e r y  m a s t e r  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m y .  H i s
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employment did not last very much becausehis absence at his office was felt con-

siderably.
I took his job at the brewery

instead of him although he figured in thepayroll while I had the benefit of his
whole salary. After three or four months
of this employment I quit because Leon dianot have to serve in the Greek army in the
first place having passed the age required
to be in the army. Very tew merchants con-
fined themselves in their regular line?
To i l lustrate this point I wil l  cite an
example.

A concern of three partners who
were the leading tobacconists in the city
bought the entire stock of men's wear of
stein's and did a brisk business. After
my employment at the brewery I could not
keep idle and I bought a shipment of straw
hats recently arrived from Italy to be
sold at retail. My friends, Isaac Hassia
and Sabetay Levy, graciously offered to
me a space in their warehouse of wholesale
olive oil and soap for the storage and
sale of those hats. In those days nothing
was regular and in a matter of a few days
along with the sale of olive oil by my
friends I sold the entire lot of my hats
with profit. Encouraged by this first
deal I bought fifty sacks of laundry soap
but I did not figure out that straw hats
are subject to an import permit and
arbitrary prices could be charged for
them; differently for soap of local manu-
facture where the prices are controlled
by the producers. Anyway I was glad after
a few weeks to get rid of the lot without
a loss for my second speculation.

* *  *

The insurance companies settled claims for
60% to 80% of the policy. Our house was
insured at the original cost of the property
of one thousand pounds and never increased
to the actual value. From the proceeds of
this insurance my father and Leon got four
hundred pounds each plus the empty lot sola
eventually afterwards. The British companies
gave the signal for the payment of claims in
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a  sp i r i t  o f  f a i rness . For a moment a few

people thought they would invoke the clauseof  war r isks for  which very few were insured.Such was the case of my Uncle Yaco Assael whopr io r  to  the  b ig  f i re  had bought  in  assoc ia t ionwi th  h is  f r iend ,  I s rae l  Sa len ,  125  sacks  o f

coftee and deposited them in the warehouses
o f  the  Banque De Sa lon ique .  In  the  f i r s t  o f
the two at tacks wi th bombs over the c i ty by
a German zeppelin these warehouses were
part ia l ly  destroyed and my uncle wi th his
Fr iend  had to  sus ta in  the  to ta l  loss  o f
their investment because their insurance
d i d  n o t  c o v e r  w a r  r i s k s .  I n  t h i s  f i r s t
attack from the air  two young brothers
named Saporta (no relation of ours) were
ki l led by a bomb whi le st ro l l ing near
their home on the Djadeh De Vente. This
street was designated by this name because
it was very wide and measured twenty meters.
Our house was located in a dif ferent sect ion
but my brother, Jacques, and I were con-
gratulated by some folks who had thought
that i t  was the two of us who had perished
in th is  wanton at tack.  In  the second
f l ight  of  the zeppel in  over  Salonica,u n i t s
o f  the  a l l i ed  f lee t  anchored  in  the  gu l f
brought i t  down with a few accurate salvos
f i red by thei r  guns.  Af ter  some days the
skeleton of the dir igible reassembled by
the French army was exposed for public
view, evidently for propaganda purposes,
on the Plaza of the White Tower, the
famous landmark of our city.

*  *  *

The rubble lef t  f rom the bui ld ings af ter
the fire was removed without hurry while
the newspapers were announcing grandiose
pro jec ts  o f  a  rebu i l t  c i ty .  What  was on
hand at that time was the mud of the un-
paved streets and everyone busy to recuperate
the losses caused by the fire. The bigsynagogues were burned to the ground but
one, the "Kehilah De Signora Fakima,"
located in the Quartier Des Campagnes:
For Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 1917 it
was a scramble to reserve seats in make-
shift halls; the most imposing of them was
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the Cinema Palace. Some pious Jews had
saved Sepharim before saving their own
belongings f rom the f i re.  I t  was rather
the lack of adequate space and not the
lack of Sepharim that prevented regular
services. More than ever people kept on
repeating that the Almighty would answer
any supplication addressed to Him with a
pure heart, no matter from where. My
father went to the Cinema Palacef o r  t h e
Yom Kippur services and I failed to ac-
company him on the most solemn day in
the Hebrew calendar.A  f a m i l i a r  s o n g
of that t ime st i l l  echoes in my ears:
"Se Arravio el patron del moundo I mos
mando a dodoular" (the creator angry for
our transgressions send us to dodoular).
The place was the spot where poor people
were living under hardship conditions in
tents af ter  the f i re.  I t  seemed to me an
injustice to make poor people suffer while
the r ich would l ive in comfort  f i re or  no
fire?
Everyone of our relatives had vacated my
Uncle Peppo's apartment and living more
or less comfortably in rented houses in
parts of  town not  af fected by the f i re.
The sole exception was my Uncle Yoseph
Dassa who with my Aunt Dodoun (a sister
of  my fa ther)  wi th  the i r  ch i ldren re-
mained with my grandmother to take care
of my Uncle Peppo always sick. My Uncle
Dassa was employed for many years as a
bookkeeper in my father's off ice.S i n c e
1913 he had to f ind a different occupation
since my father and my Uncle David had
transferred their business to Smyrna. The
Dassa family was helped a great deal by
the eldest son, Isakino; a very sensible
and capable young man who had found good
employment in the leading importing firm
of  threads in  the c i ty .My Uncle Peppo
was directing his business from a sick
bed and he was amassing a considerable
fortune for himself and his two partners.
It was tabu to mention the disease from
which he died despite the cares of his
mother. His wife, Esther, and his daughter,
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Frieda, were in Europe. He had surnamed
his daughter "La Duchessa," when she
would be of age she would be fit to marry
a duke. He was accumulating riches to
endow her with plenty of money when an
inexorable fate shattered his beaut i ful
dream. When he died his son, Moise, al-
ready in his ear ly twent ies,  took his
succession in the f irm Florentin, Saporta
& Beraha.

* *  *

M y  U n c l e  S a m u e l  S a p o r t a  w a s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b o o k k e e p e r  a n d  t r e a s u r e r  o f
F l o r e n t i n ,  S a p o r t a  &  B e r a h a .  S o m e  t i m e
p r e c e d i n g  t h e  f i r e  h e  h a d  m a r r i e d  a n
a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l ,  G e n t i l l e  P e r e z ,  w h o s e
p a r e n t s  w e r e  t e n a n t s  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r
o f  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  h o u s e . T h e  g i r l  w a s
t h e  u n i q u e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  c o u p l e  o r i g i n a l l y
f r o m  t h e  t o w n  o f  M o n a s t i r .  T h e y  h a d  r e l a t i v e s
i n  E g y p t  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  w a s  a  p a r t n e r  i n
t h e  S o c i e t e  D ' A v a n c e s  C o m m e r c i a l e s  a n d  i n
1 9 1 6  t h e y  w e r e  s h i p p i n g  r i c e  t o  S a l o n i c a .
T i o  R a p h a e l  P e r e z ,  a s  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  b y  u s ,
a f t e r  h e  s a w  h i s  d a u g h t e r  h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d ,
o n  a  F r i d a y  n i g h t  e x p i r e d  s u d d e n l y  w h i l e
h e  w a s  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  s p i r i t s . H i s  i n c o n -
s o l a b l e  w i f e  d i e d  a f t e r  a  c e r t a i n  t i m e  i n
a n  a c c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a  c a r  o r  a  t r a m w a y
w h i l e  s h e  w a s  a  p e d e s t r i a n . L e o n  P a i s  w a s
n o w  i n  S a l o n i c a  w h i l e  h i s  w i f e  w a s  r e -
c o v e r i n g  i n  a  s a n a t o r i u m  i n  E u r o p e ;  s h e
w a s  a l s o  a  P e r e z .  M y  U n c l e  S a m u e l  S a p o r t a
s t a r t e d  b u s i n e s s  t a k i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  o f
h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  i n  i m p o r t i n g  r i c e  f r o m
E g y p t  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  f r o m
E u r o p e .  L e o n  F a i s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  n u m e r o u s
d e a l s  w i t h  h i m .  M y  f a t h e r  a n d  I  w e r e  d a i l y
v i s i t o r s  i n  t h e i r  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  o f f i c e
l o c a t e d  i n  O d o s  C o m i n o s  n e a r  t h e  s e b i ,
c e n t e r  f o r  w h o l e s a l e  c o l o n i a l  p r o d u c t s .
I t  w a s  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  m e  b e c a u s e  I  k e p t
i n  t o u c h  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d s ,  a l l  b u s y  i n
t r a n s a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  i n  t h a t
s e c t i o n .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  w e  a s s e m b l e d  i n
a  c a f e  n e a r b y  t o  t r e a t  o u r s e l v e s  t o
l i b a t i o n s  o f  b e e r  a n d  " k o u k o u r e t c h . "  T h e
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last one is the intestines of Lamb
thoroughly washed and barbecued. I had
the fixed idea to find out about things
on the other side of Mount Olympos. Thepeace that was to permit my father to de-
ploy commercial activity in Smyrna seemed
never approaching. I thought of the idea
of joining Raphael Recanati in Naples
where he was conducting a successful ex-
porting business. It was a nebulous
notion in my mind but I persisted in my
desire to travel.  I t  was the period of
submarine warfare in the Mediterranean.
In fact, a ship in which a Matarasso
mother and daughter were traveling was
torpedoed. They were the wife and
daughter of the well known banker by
that name who had been next door neigh-
bors of my Grandfather Benusiglio. David
Recanati, a cousin of Leon, also perished
of the consequences of a torpedoed ship;
he was rescued but died in a hospital in
the Island of Malta. He had been a partner
to his cousin, Leon; their partnership was
dissolved and he was on his way to Marseilles
when his life was cut short. This was the
sad atmosphere when my dreams of travel
took shape. My brother-in-law, Leon, tried
to dissuade me in my projects. He even
used the good offices of his friend, Elie
Allalouf, a manager at the Bank Saul Amar.
We had a meeting at the Tour Blanche Cafe
in which they tried to convince me of the
absurdity of my intentions. I was adamant
and my father who could have cut short my
projects by refusing to finance my trip
declared to whomever remonstrated: He has
wings, let him f ly out of the coop. In
the beginning of October 1918 I quit the
paternal home and started on what proved
to be an adventurous life.

The first leg of my journey took me to
Athens by railroad. It was an uneventful
trip during the night and in Athens I was
residing in a hotel where many acquaintances
from Salonica were staying. Finally after
a week of waiting I got a notice from the
steamship agent to proceed to Patras. In
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t h e r e  I  w a s  t o  b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l  i n  w h i c h
I  w a s  t o  m a k e  t h e  t r i p  t o  I t a l y  w i t h o u t
a n y  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p o r t  I  w a s  t o  a s h o r e .
A f t e r  f o u r  d a y s  i n  P a t r a s  I  f i n a l l y  w e n t
a b o a r d  a n  I t a l i a n  s h i p  t h a t  t o o k  u s  o v e r -
n i g h t  t o  t h e  G r e e k  I s l a n d  o f  C o r f o u .  I t
w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  S e r b  a r m y  h e a d -
q u a r t e r s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  t h e r e .  A  f e v e r i s h
a c t i v i t y  w a s  e v i d e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  a l l i e d
a rm ies  were  on  the  o f fens i ve  and  eve ryone
f e l t  t h a t  v i c t o r y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t o o  f a r  o f f .
I  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  m y  f o u r  d a y s  w a i t i n g
i n  C o r f o u  t o  v i s i t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s i t e s  o f
t h i s  A d r i a t i c  i s l a n d ;  a m o n g  o t h e r s  t h e
" A c h i l e o n ,  "  t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  K a i s e r  W i l h e l m
i n  a  b r e a t h t a k i n g  p a n o r a m a . F i n a l l y  o n
t h e  f o u r t h  d a y  a t  d u s k  o u r  s h i p  s a i l e d
a n d  s t i l l  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  d i d  n o t  k n o w
t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  I t  w a s  a s s u m e d
gene ra l l y  t ha t  we  we re  t o  d i semba rk  t he
f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  a t  B r i n d i s i .  A s  d a r k -
ness  qu ick l y  descended  on  a  ca lm sea  i t
w a s  p r o h i b i t e d  t o  h a v e  a n y  l i g h t s  o n  b o a r d
e v e n  t o  s t r i k e  u p  a  m a t c h  t o  l i g h t  a
c i ga re t t e .  A  coup le  dozen  passenge rs  we re
o f f e red  sea t s  a round  a  t ab l e  and  en jo i ned
to  ca tch  some s leep  lean ing  our  heads  on
i t .  I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  w a s  e a s y
to  ge t  acqua in ted  w i th  t he  passenge rs ;
one o f  them,  known to  me by  repu ta t ion
b u t  w i t h o u t  a n y  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,
w a s  g o i n g  t o  N a p l e s  t o  j o i n  h i s  w i f e  a n d
c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  a d u l t s .
banker (sarraf)  and his name was Moshon

O u r  a c q u a i n t a n c e  p r o v e d  t o
b e  i n v a l u a b l e  t o  m e .  I n  t h e  m o r n i n g  w e
d o c k e d  a t  G a l l i p o l i  a n d  a l l  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s
h u r r i e d  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  e a g e r  t o
r e a c h  a  f i n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n .
t o  l e a v e  i n  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  t h e  s m a l l
c rowd of  the passengers was to  meet  again
i n  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  t h e  b e s ti n  t o w n . I n  t h e r e  I  h a d  t h e  f i r s t  e x a m p l e
o f  s o l i d a r i t y  a m o n g  J e w s .  A n  i n d i v i d u a l
who sa id  he was former ly  f rom Pat ras  was
s i t t i n g  a l o n e  a t  a  t a b l e  a n d  l o o k i n g  a v i d l y
a t  o u r  o r d e r i n g  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  m e n u .  H e
recognized two Patras merchants among us
a n d  b e i n g  a  c o r e l i g i o n i s t  h e  w a s  i n v i t e d  b y
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them to our table and he gorged himself
with food.

After that the two merchants

made sure that the man was not to be hungryfor a long time in which he would have an
opportunity to work and make a better lite
for himself. The tr ip by train was inter-
rupted at Foggia for a change of trains
and the morning after we reached Naples.
I was invited by my traveling companion
Benusiglio to ride with him in his carriage
and after taking a rest in his house his
son, Peppo, would surely know the address
of Raphael Recanati. He did not know what
tragic surprise was awaiting me.

After a few minutes of rest in his house,
and after the effusions with that pleasant
family were over, my companion explained
to his wife and children who I wasand
whom I was looking for. Upon mentioning
Raphael Recanati every person present
assumed a painful appearance. The first
one to regain her composure was Mrs.
Benusiglio who said I had time to 1o0k
for my friend and meanwhile I should join
the family in their breakfast coffee.
After delaying the sad news for a certain
time I was told that my friend was dead
since the week before; a victim of the
Spanish influenza. I was advised to look
for Mr. Samuel Abravanel who was taking
care of the business of the deceased. I
noticed that he was held in high esteem
and that he had many friends considering
the short time he had resided in Naples.
He was eulogized by the rabbi in ceremonies
reserved for very important persons. I
did not follow my new friend's advice and
I went directly to my Uncle Peppo's
employee buyer, Mr. Sabetay Serrero. He
seized my situation immediately and he
arranged for me to stay in a pensione
where his brother, Gabriel, also an
employee of Florentin, Saporta & Beraha,
was a guest. Sabetay was residing with
his family in the same building at number
eleven Via Caraciolo; an imposing "palazzo"
with a superb view of the Bay of Naples and
Mount Vesuvius with its smoke trail at the
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ve ry  top . The  owner  o f  t he  pens ione  was  a
t h i n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l a d y  a l w a y s  a t  t h e  h e a d
o f  h e r  t a b l e  a t  l u n c h  o r  d i n n e r  w i t h  t e n  o r
t w e l v e  o f  h e r  g u e s t s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  a t
t h a t  t i m e  t w o  F r e n c h  c o u p l e s ,  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s
o f  a  F r e n c h  d e s t r o y e r  b e i n g  r e p a i r e d  a t
Naples navy yards. E a c h  h a d  i n v i t e d  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  w i v e s  t o  j o i n  t h e m  i n  N a p l e s .
M y  f i r s t  a p p r o a c h  t o  I t a l i a n  J e w i s h  l i f e
was through a Jewish couple who came to
r e s i d e  a t  t h e  p e n s i o n e .  H e  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d
f r o m  L i v o r n o ,  h i s  n a t i v e  c i t y ,  t o  t h e  M a i n
b ranch  o f  h i s  bank  i n  Nap les . Husband and
w i f e  w e r e  p l e a s a n t ;  t h e  t y p i c a l  I t a l i a n
J e w  a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  l i b e r a l  i d e a s  i n  m a t t e r s
o f  r e l i g i o n  w i t h  a  t o u c h  o f  n o s t a l g i a  f o r
J e w i s h  t r a d i t i o n .  T h e  y o u n g e r  S e r r e r o ,
a l w a y s  e l e g a n t l y  a t t i r e d ,  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t
t h e  t a b l e  f o r  l u n c h  a n d  d i n n e r .  S o  w a s
Moshon Venezia who came at thep e n s i o n e
upon my recommendation; he was the husband
of  my  cous in ,  Donna,  the  e ldes t  daughte r
o f  my Unc le  L iaou Benus ig l io . He came to
d i s s u a d e  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  t o  f a l l  i n  t h e
c laws  o f  a  woman;  th i s  i s  the  exp ress ion
he  used  every t ime he  was  ta lk ing  abou t  h is
b ro the r .  The  nove l t y  o f  t h i s  new  a tmosphe re
assuaged somewhat the shock of the news
o f  t h e  t r a g i c  e n d  o f  a  f r i e n d  a n d  r e l a t i v e .
I f  I  wou ld  have  wa i ted  a  few more  days ,
p robab ly  I  wou ld  no t  have  made  the  t r i p
a t  a l l . M y  r e a s o n  f o r  c o m i n g  t o  N a p l e s
was  the  p resence  there  o f  my  b ro ther - in -
law 's  younger  bro ther .

I  j o i ned  t he  g roup  o f  t he  c ron i es  o f  Peppo
Benus ig l io  cons is t ing  o f  Gabr ie l  Yahaske l
and Lazare Carasso. The las t  ment ioned
h a d  l o s t  a  l e g  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  b o m b i n g
o f  Sa lon ica  by  the  zeppe l in . H i s  b r o t h e r s
were the owners of  the cafe "El  Neuvo
Moundo" on Egnat ia Street ;  most ly  f requented
by  so l d i e r s  on  l eave  f r om  the  f r on t . A f t e rt he  f i r e  t he  vacan t  l o t  was  r en ted  and  t he
p l a c e  w a s  f u l l  o f  b a r r e l s  i n  w h i c h  r a i s i n s
were  b rewing  fo r  the  manufac tu re  o f  rak i .
The making of  th is  beverage was exc lus ive ly
known to very few indiv iduals,  among them
the  "Nahmias "  b rand  j us t l y  f amous .

Dur ing
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the war the consumption of this liquor
jumped tremendously and everyone with a
little capital and nothing else to do
started in the manutacture of raki boosting
the importation of anethol from Marseilles;an important ingredient in making this

liquor.
After the fire in Salonica a

Greek theater near our house in which
every seat was sold was host to a company
of excellent actors from Athens. I did
go to see, my parents as well, every new
show.

I was there for operettas l ike
"Leblebidji Horhor Agha" and "The Merry
Widow. "

I never had assisted to a grand
opera show. The f i rst  opera in which I
ac a coect tor wae "Aila" with Mascaan-
irecting the orchestra at the "San Carlo"
of Naples. I enjoyed the evening immensely
because the language did not offer any
obstacle to me. In 1916 I had interrupted
all my lessons but one. I started to learn
Italian under Signor Calamaro. He was a
Salonica young man and a very capable
teacher; his few lessons proved to be in-
valuable to me. After a few days in Naples,
I was able to speak Italian without hesitation.

The allied armies were on the offensive on
all fronts and with the Kaiser seeking
asylum in Holland the Armistice was signed
on November 11, 1918 with the surrender of
Germany. The lights were on again at night
in Naples darkened since the raids of
Austrian airplanes that destroyed the glass
roof of the galleria.

* *  *

I t  was a co ld day of  December 1918 when I
w a s  o n  a  t r a i n  t o  R o m e  t o  v i s i t  m y  f r i e n d ,
Da r i o  Mod iano .  He  was  t he re  as  an  "a l l i e vo
u f f i c i a l e "  i n  a  f l y i n g  a i r  c o r p s  d i v i s i o n
o f  t he  I t a l i an  a rmy . M y  c r o n i e s  f r o m
Naples were my travel ing companions and
t h e  f o u r  h o u r  t r i p  t o  t h e  e t e r n a l  c i t y
was  gay .  We  v i s i t ed  mos t  o f  i t s  r emarkab le
sites and the synagogues. W e  s p e n t  m a n y
hours a t  s t .  Peter 's  Church and compared
i t s  r i c h  a r t  t r e a s u r e s  w i t h  t h e  d r a b n e s s  o f

1 1 3



our  r i ches t  synagogues .  I  s tood  s i l en t
i n  f r on t  o f  eve r y  a l t a r  whe re  a  c ruc i f i x
was hanging and reflected on the meaning

I observed groups of devouts ands ing le  ind iv idua ls  p ray ing  on the i r  knees.
I  wondered i f  they were conscious of  the
message of love of the Prince of Peace.
D i d  n o t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  c r u c i f i x  i n s p i r e
them wi th  a sent iment  o f  hat red for  the
Jews who allegedly had caused the death
of  the i r  sav ior  w i th  agony on the cross?
Simple fo lks through the centur ies had
heard the s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  " J e w s ,  k i l l e r s
of  Chr is t "  wi thout  much fur ther  thought
i n  t h i s  m a t t e r . I n t e r e s t e d  c l e r i c s  a n d
popes who should have known better were
interested in  perpetuat ing the legend.
I t  i s  eas ie r  t o  ra l l y  peop le  to  a  cause
through hatred than through love. Who
is  to  exp la in  to  the Jew hat ing Chr is t ian
that nail ing to the cross was a Roman way
to put to death the condemned? That the
Jews were under the Roman yoke and ruled
by an alien king who was ever suspicious
of new leaders? That the Jewish mult i tudes
were ral l ied to the message of hope of
Jesus? That the Christ was a Jew preaching
to  the Jews? Admi t t ing  that  he has f i l led
al l  the deeds at t r ibuted to h im and that
he was unjustly condemned to die, was he
the f i rs t  or  the last  innocent  man to meet
th is cruel  end? Without  h is calvary and
death on the cross Christianity would have
no meaning. I ts  whole concept  rest  on the
assumption that Jesus died to redeem the
sins of men. What would have happened
without his end on the cross? He probably
would have been relegated among the lesser
prophets. The t rue bel ievers have fa i th
in  h i s  m i racu lous  b i r th .  I ,  as  adep t  i n
Spinoza's theories, do not bel ieve in
miracles. We know now that space is fi l led
with innumerable stars larger than our sun
and covering distances in the sky not
measurable for the human mind to conceive.
How could the creator of this grandiose
preordinated scheme perform miracles to
prove his existence to man one of his
creations?When Jesus was preaching his
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message of love to Jewish crowds, a moralcode of laws had existed for them for amillenium and he declared he did not wantchange an iota to these laws. It wasrather other nations like the Romans whoforce of arms had subjugated other

peoples,
who needed to be reformed in their

savage ways without regard for human life.Despite having attained a high degree ofmaterial civilization they had remained

pagans in their savage instincts.through their apostles thought they couldThe Jews

reform the ways of the nation that had re-
duced them to slavery. In this they suc-
ceeded by one of their own spreading the
good word all over where his voice or his
epistles could reach. Saint Paul was
instrumental in expanding the message of
love and peace of Christ to other nations.
This proved to be a boomerang to the Jews
and since then they have been persecuted.
persecuted for what? Every thinking person
ought to be grateful to the Jews for their
ancestor Abraham who was the first man who
had the concept of a unique universal God;
for

Moses who promulgated the Decalogue;
for Jesus;for the apostles and last but
not least for Saint Paul who brought the
message of Jesus to the pagan world.
These were my thoughts as I emerged from
the foremost church of Christianity.
Frustration had pervaded me during the
couple hours of contemplation at the shrines
because I felt the Jewish race deserved
gratitude instead of hate from people who
had remained barbaric until the arrival
of Christ the Jew. I felt relieved and
vindicated in front of Moses' statue who
had brought the message of God teaching
men how to live with laws unsurpassed to
this day.

* *  *
I  w e n t  i n  c o m p a n y  o f  m y  f r i e n d  M o d i a n o  t o
t h e  o p e r a  a n d  a  f e w  o t h e r  s h o w s  b e f o r e  r e -
t u r n i n g  t o  N a p l e s .  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  m e m o r a b l e
v i s i t  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  c a p i t a l  a n d  i n  t h r o w i n g
a  c o i n  a t  t h e  T r e v i  F o u n t a i n  I  f e l t  I  w a s
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due to come back soon.

* *  *

Pres ident  Wi lson was on the verge of
coming to Europe and he was very popular
w i t h  h i s  f o u r t e e n  p o i n t s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r
peace  w i th  Germany .  I  was  th ink ing  a l -
ready of  going to Smyrna eager  to  deploy
commerc ia l  ac t i v i t y ,  bu t  t r ave l  t o  Tu rkey
w a s  s t i l l  i m p o s s i b l e .  I  w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t
a few Salonica Jewish young men had gone
to  Cons tan t inop le  bu t  they  were  c i v i l i an
employees of the French army and as such
had accompanied the  mi l i ta ry  fo r  the
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  c a p i t a l .  M y
l i f e  i n  Nap les  was  p leasan t  and  I  t r i ed
no t  to  be  too  impat ien t  to  go  to  Smyrna .
On January the 8th 1919 I  received a
te legram announcing the b i r th  o f  a  son,
that  they named Lahar ia ,  to  my s is ter ,
Math i lde,  and to  my brother- in- law,  Leon.
I  ce lebra ted the event  w i th  my f r iends
and the other guests at  the pensione.
In  February  I  went  on a  second t r ip  to
Rome and  i t  was  r i gh t  a f t e r  t he  v i s i t  o f
Pres ident  Wi lson that  I  missed to see.
One of the guests at the pensione who
had a managerial post of the Banca
Commerciale gave me a let ter  of  intro-
duct ion to a col league in Rome to guide
me in  app ly ing  fo r  a  permi t  to  enter
Turkey. He was a Jewish pleasant young
man  and  w i t h  h i s  he lp  I  t r i ed  a t  f i r s t
to obtain the desired permission f rom the
B r i t i s h .  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t
have any author i ty  to  grant  a  v isa to
Turkey and i t  was rather the I ta l ians who
could help me out  in  th is  mat ter . I n  f a c t ,
according to rumors prevalent in those days,
Smyrna was to be occupied by I taly unt i l  a
peace treaty wi th Turkey was signed. At
the questura  I  was to ld  that  a l l  they  cou ld
do was to grant me an "Nulla Osta" for my
Leav ing I ta ly . T h i s ,  I  d i d .  A t  l e a s t  I
cou ld  f r ee l y  l eave  I t a l i an  t e r r i t o r y  bu t
as for entering Turkey nobody seemed to
be in charge of  issuing a v isa or  a pass-
port .  With the unconcern of  young age, I
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figured that the Nulla Osta was enoughto book passage on the first ship sailingto Smyrna and upon arriving there somehowI was going to be able to disembark

Meanwhile,on my last evening in Rome there were two
I went to see some of the shows.

interesting shows; one was a play by Jean
Richepin,

the other by Henri Bernstein and

I opted for the second one. I had read thebook by this author and this is succinctlyits subject: An aristocratic young womanmarried to a dissipated nobleman falls inlove with a Jewish baron and out of their

extra-marital relationship a son is born
without the least suspicion from the husband
that the baby is not his son. The baron

the course of the years has the same
solicitude for the mother and son alike.
The boy grows up to manhood and he never
knew the secret of his birth. He joins
a club where the baron is a respected
member. Following his antisemitic senti-
ments he provokes an incident by touching
the high hat of the baron with his cane
and sending it to the floor. The old man
is in a dilemma confronted with this affront?
At the end he reveals himself not to be a
coward and prepares himself for a duel with
the young man. The mother has no alternative
and reveals to her son the secret of his
birth out of wedlock.He kills himself
rather than be a particide. Thus ends
this drama of "Les Juifs" with the baron
telling the distressed mother of the
suicide he had loved with all his heart:
"It is your God that accomplished this."
I did not know that my applause at the
salient points of the play was observed by
a spectator sitting not far from me in the
audience. I was to know him a few days
later.
T h e  f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  m y  s t a y  i n  I t a l y  p e r -
m i t t e d  m e  t o  e n l a r g e  m y  h o r i z o n ,  t o  m a k e
n e w  f r i e n d s  a n d  t o  s a t i s f y  m y  c u r i o s i t y
t o  know  wha t  was  beh ind  Moun t  O l ympos .
U p o n  m y  r e t u r n  t o  N a p l e s  I  b o o k e d  p a s s a g e
o n  t h e  " A l b a n i a "  t o  S m y r n a .  T h e  l a s t  p o r t
o f  c a l l  f o r  t h i s  v o y a g e  w a s  O d e s s a .
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going aboard ship I found congenial company:among others sabetay Serrero who was to dis-embark at Pireus and then proceed by train

t o  o u r  n a t i v e  c i t y .  B e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  i t s
f i r s t  f o re ign  des t i na t i on  the  "A lban ia "
docked four days at Messina and four days
a t  Ca tan ia  to  take  a  ca rgo  o f  su lphu r .  I n
t h i s  l as t  c i t y  I  wen t  w i t h  my  t r ave l i ng
companions to hear the opera "La Sonambula"
by Bel l in i  in  the theater  named af ter  h im
in  h is  na t i ve  c i t y .  They  were  ve ry  few
passengers aboard our ship among those a
noisy young man proud of the fact that he
was neither a Greek or a Jew but a
"Levant ine."  During lunch t ime one day
he displayed a facsimile in wood of a
huge circumcized penis.T h e  j o k e  w a s  i n
bad taste but  he added insul t  to  in jury
by declar ing the mascul ini ty of the Jews
d id  not  match the i r  courage.  The h i la r i ty
of  the guests at  the table was general  but
for the Jewish audience who remained in
embarassed silence and a lone distinguished
gentleman who also was a Levantine Catholic.
After lunch I approached the insult ing young
man and in a voice that did not conceal my
anger I  def ied him, i f  he fel t  so courageous
to choose one of two glasses; one containing
poison (easily obtainable because it served
to d is infect  the lat r ines on board)  and the
other  f i l led  w i th  water . I  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e
other one. A kind of Russian Roulette.
It may seem to the reader of this memoir
t inged with a bi t  of  skept ic ism that my
chal lenge was not  real .  I t  was real  indeed;
so much so that my insulting opponent con-
fronted by my ire conserved a contrite
a t t i t ude  f o r  t he  res t  o f  t he  t r i p . The
gentleman who, besides us Jews, conserved
his decorum in this incident told me in
an "a parte" afterwards that he understood
very well my outburst. He was the one
who had observed me applaud with "gusto"
at the Teatro Nazionale a few days before.
It was indeed a small world.

Upon reaching Pireus my traveling companions,
comprising Sabetay Serrero, Lazare Benforado;
a dentist, Salem and a gentleman named Salmona,

1 1 8



went ashore.of discharging merchandise and taking new
During the next couple days

cargo the ship resumed its course to Smyrnaand fourteen hours was generally sufficientto cover the distance between these two

ports.

Instead it took us four days to

this trip.after a few hours sailing and the captain
A March storm was raging

Judged prudent to take refuge on an island

spent itself out.
where we remained at anchor until the storm

I was the only passenger of my taith on
After Pireus I thought

board and was surprised to find out that
another Jewish passenger was on board

directed to Smyrna.he told me that while in Rome he had secured
When I approached him

for Turkey. Upon reaching Smyrna the
British military authorities came aboard
ship and for a few hours I thought I was
going to be detained on the "Albania" for
the duration of its voyage and returned toItaly because the military would not let
me disembark for lack of a visa. I managed
to send a note to my Uncle David explaining
my predicament. Immediately he went to the
Spanish Consulate who intervened with the
explanation that I was a nephew of a person
wel1 known in town and a son of Daniel
Saporta whose trading firm was operating
under the direction of my Uncle David as
a partner. Late in the afternoon I was
permitted to land and my uncle was happy
to welcome me to Smyrna and to show me all
he had accomplished during the war years
in which he was the only one to direct the
business.He had reason to be proud. He
kept the same warehouse and office in
Kutchuk Vezir Han that my father had
originally rented and operated under the
name Daniel AB. Saporta. Our friend said
Effendi, who was known in Smyrna under the
name Said Bey, was operating a business
from a warehouse and office located in
Yerit Han with capital from the firm
Daniel AB. Saporta and known under the
name Zihnali Said and David A. Saporta.
Said Bey was supposed to be in charge and
effectively he was present at all working
hours but the one to impart movement to
this business was my Uncle David. At the
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t i m e  o f  m y  a r r i v a l  h e  h a d  a  b a s e m e n t  f u l l
o f  op ium a t  Ku tchuk  Vez i r  Han . ( o p i u m
d e a l e r s  a n d  e x p o r t e r s  w e r e  s t i l l  l e g i t i m a t e
merchan ts  and  t h i s  p roduc t  was  no t  ye t  a
government  monopoly  or  o therwise regu la ted
b y  t h e  s t a t e . )  H e  w a s  a l s o  d e a l i n g  i n
o t h e r  c o m m o d i t i e s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  t h e  c e r e a l
m a r k e t  a n d  t h e  a g e n t  t h e r e  w a s  h i s  f r i e n d ,
Salvator  Rousso.T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  b o t h
f i r m s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p r o d u c t s  i n  w h i c h  m y
f a t h e r  w a s  a c t i v e  a l l  h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  l i f e
l i k e  c o t t o n ,s h e e p  w o o l  a n d  a  d i v e r s i t y
o f  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s  g r o w n  a b u n d a n t l y  i n  A s i a
M i n o r . I  was impressed and imag ined myse l f
i n v o l v e d  i n  a l l  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e
f u t u r e .

My Uncle David asked me quest ions about
every  member  o f  our  fami ly  and how they
f a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  y e a r s .  I  d i d  n o t
h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o u r a g e  t o  t e l l  h i m  o f
t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  P e p p o ,  a n d  i t
was Said  Bey who broke the sad news gent ly
t o  h i m .  A n y w a y  a  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  m y  f a t h e r
a r r i ved  and  the  two  b ro the rs  had  amp le
t ime to  exchange v iews about  fami ly  and
b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r s .  I  w a s  p u z z l e d  a n d  s u r -
p r i sed  when  my  fa the r  p roposed  to  h i s
b r o t h e r  a n d  p a r t n e r  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  f i r m ' s
name f rom Danie l  AB.  Sapor ta  to  Dav id  A.
S a p o r t a  a n d  t h e  r a t i o  o f  6 2 %  f o r  h i m s e l f
a n d  3 8 %  f o r  m y  U n c l e  D a v i d ,  t o  f i f t y - f i f t y
f o r  p r o f i t s  a n d  l o s s e s  f o r e a c h  o n e  o f
them. W i t h  m y  l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  l i f e
and  bus iness  I  r ea l i zed  t ha t  was  a  w rong
m o v e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  m y  f a t h e r .  I  u n d e r -
s tood  tha t  my  Unc le  Dav id  was  about  to
g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  h i s  r a t i o  i n  t h e  p a r t n e r -
sh ip  should be increased somewhat . HOW
about 45% for  each one of  them and 10%
fo r  myse l f  t o  encou rage  me  to  ded i ca te
m y s e l f  t o  t h e  f i r m  a n d  h e l p  m e  t o  b u i l d
u p  c a p i t a l ? A s  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  n a m e s
why not  Dan ie l  and Dav id  Sapor ta? Why my
f a t h e r ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a s k e d ,  w a s  s o  e a g e r
t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  n a m e  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  h e  h a d
l a b o r e d  t o  b u i l d  u p  d u r i n g  l o n g  y e a r s  o f
e f f o r t s ?  E v e n  a t  t h e  t i m e  I  w r i t e  t h e s e
l i n e s  I  a m  p u z z l e d  b u t  d o  n o t  d o u b t  t h e

1 2 0



wisdom of my father for not wanting hisfiguxe in the business he had founded

and still had the larger capital.

After a few weeks I had the task to go tosalonica and make the necessary arrangementsto bring over the family to Smyrna. Byfamily they intended my grandmother, my dear

my brothers and sisters, and last

oro Perahia,
but not least the fiancee of my Uncle David,who had patiently waited four

long years of war and separation of the manwho was to marry her. I was glad to returnto my native city after a few months of

absence and I was considered grown up inprestige by family and friends by the ex-

perience of my travels. It was relativelyeasy to assemble the few effects acquired
after the fire considering that Tio Foti'.
apartment was rented furnished to us.
brother-in-law, Leon, my sister, Mathilde,
and their cute little baby, Harry, moved
to an apartment shared with a Bourla family
in the Quartier des Campagnes and the pain
to Leave was aggravated by the fact of
leaving them behind. Leon was prosperous
in his business and the Promise of trips
to Smyrna assuaged the painful separation
with them somewhat.Leon had suffered the
1oss of his younger brother, Raphael, and
the loss of his father considered a venerable
religious figure in our family.

It was a pleasant trip on the ship "Esperia"
and upon arrival we found out that my father
had rented a comfortable house and had
purchased its rich furniture from the
previous tenant. My Uncle David had also
rented an apartment but he remained at the
Pension Papouchado until the day of his
wedding when he moved in with his bride and
his mother. The marriage was celebrated in
our house with a large crowd of well wishing
friends participating with the family to
this war delayed happy event. It was a
beautiful wedding with the chief rabbi per-
forming the ceremony. The bride was radiant
despite the fact that her folks from Salonica
could not attend. She felt she was not alone;
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after all, the bridegroom was her second
cousin and my grandmother was her grandaunt.

It was a happy period for al l  of us. Afterthe war years and Salonica's fire the family
was firmly and comfortably established in its
new surroundings and my father was reunited
with his brother and partner deploying
activity for promoting new business.
was not the only one to learn the ways for
managing a commercial enterprise such as
ours but my brother, Jacques, as well.
His character was completely different
than mine.I  was s t r iv ing for  new in i t ia t ives
not in accord with the slow pace of my
father and my uncle and the Near bast in
general. My brother, Jacques, was rather
docile and allowed others more competent
to direct him. From the first day they
put him in charge of bookkeeping and my
Uncle David surrendered to him the keys
to the safe and his functions as cashier.
I had indefinite functions, probably too
much was expected of me and I did not have
the stuff for the creative role assigned
to me.Besides us two, the other steady
employee was Mehmed. He was the son of a
business friend of my father in the town
of Seres. Orphaned in the wars of 1912/
1913 he had emigrated to Smyrna recently
and was looking for employment. He was
judged trustworthy and put in charge of
the warehouse.

I was guick in finding new friends. Among
others I got acquainted with two brothers
named Molho and a class companion by name
Magriso. To these Angel Carasso, a recent
arrival in Smyrna, completed the list of
my cronies. This last one, after
Salonica'sfire of 1917, recently married
and had rented a house near to us at Tio
Foti 's. His wife died after giving birth
to a baby girl named Miriam. About eighteen
years later she was to become my sister-in-
law by marrying my brother, Leon. My Carasso
friend was doing big business by importing
colonial products. In the evening we were
meeting at the Cafe Kramer or at the Cafe
Paris. This was the congregating place of

1 2 2



business in Smyrna.
ex salonica colonial merchants now doing

? Joking mood would ask with sarcasm to
These old timers in

friend:
"How many cases of sardines

reply with no less irony: "Two hundred,"
To which he would

which was the exact truth. His brother,in Pireus had found good sources

for colonial products and was buying

all competition.
large quantities at lower prices to defyIt was the period that

every merchant in town was speculating indepressed currencies like German marks.Austrian kronens, etc.i very few individuals

come worthless.
visualized that these currencies might be-

My father and my Uncle
David more so were speculating in a
moderate way but they kept also their

assets in American dollars and
British pounds.

My Uncle David had

notes issued by Ambassador Morgenthaubought during the war years promissory
on behalf of the U.S.A. A better price
for them could be obtained in Salonica
for cashing them. I was the one to make
the trip to attend to this matter. During
my stay there I was sharing a room with my
brother, Sem,who had remained in Salonica
with Leon and Mathilde to complete his term
at the Scuola Commerciale Italiana. This
was my last trip to my native city as a
bachelor.

I was to return about five years
Later with my wife, Aurelia. During this
trip I had the opportunity to display some
initiative by buying some anethol and the
sale of it in Smyrna resulted in some profit
to the great satisfaction of my father.

The return trip to Smyrna offered some diffi-
culties: I booked passage on the Greek ship
"Adriatiki" via Constantinople. When we
arrived there the agent came aboard and
advised the very few passengers that the
ship was to take some cargo which was not
ready and that it would be better for us
to go ashore during the four or five days
that the ship would be detained. I was
not sorry for the delay; it was rather an
opportunity for me to visit the capital
of Turkey (Ankara was not yet the capital).
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i  had the address of my friends from
Smymna, the Motho brothere, now doing
business in Constantinople. on the
First day they took me around to visi t
Pera and Galata. In the evening we went
to "petits champs, " a theater in the open
air  where Stavi l  was singing the latest
p ieces o f  h is  reper to i re . He was a mon-
martre "chansonnier" who had a big success
previously in Salonica where he returned
many t imes. Instead of dining at Tokat l ian
and staying at the Pera Palace Hotel, they
took me to a Turkish private home where
they washed my underwear having left my
suitcase on board ship.F i n a l l y  t h e  a g e n t
not i f ied me that the ship was ready to sai l
and the trip was completed in eight days
for a voyage that took usually fourteen
hours the direct way.

Late in the summer Leon and Mathilde with
baby Harry came to Smyrna to stay with us
for  the hol idays.  I t  was a happy t ime to
be reunited again.My bro ther - in - law,  as
representat ive for "Jute Industr ies" f rom
Dundee, had among his principal clients a
dealer named Jacob Beressi. On occasion
they would buy some merchandise in partner-
ship.  Just  before Leon's t r ip to Smyrna
they had acquired a lot of small sacks
imported from Italy used in war t ime by
the I ta l ian army to be f i l led up wi th sand
to  be put  in  f ron t  o f  the  t renches.  They
were made up of cotton monk cloth.

They could not dispose of this merchandise
in Salonica and they shipped the ent ire lot
to Smyrna with the idea they could be f i l led
up wi th  dates ,  f igs  or  dry  ra is ins  fo r  expor t .
Each of these products had a standard sack
or wood container in which they were exported

The exporters of these products
could not be convinced of changing the mode
of packing of their merchandise.L e o n  l e f t
Smyrna with the opinion that at best they
had to  susta in  a  loss i f  the lo t  was ever
to  be so ld .  I t  was the t ime that  my Uncle
David was preparing for a tr ip to Dresden
where he was to sell  a large shipment of
tobacco. This was acquired in partnership
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some Turk friends from Macedonia and

immigrants like us to Anatolia. A greatdeal of cash was invested in the deal anda large profit was expected. Anyway, theidea of the loss of the "sacchetti" toDaniel's son-in-law was ever present inmy Uncle David's mind. His ingenuityturned an eventual loss into a profit.

his acquaintances.
An enterprising Greek gentleman was amongHe furnished the

"sacchetti" to every Greek woman withdressmaking ability and a sewing machine

in her house.
In a matter of a few days

the small sacks were converted into
children's dresses that our Greek friend
disposed off easily with profit to himself,to leon and to his partner, Jacob Beressi.

our family became well integrated in Smyrna's
Jewish life. contrary of what was going
on in Salonica at the time of the Turkish
administration, the commercial life in Smyrna
was dominated by the Greeks. Consequently
Turks and Jews suspended part of their
commercial operations on Sunday. In 1919,
after many rivalries among the western
allies, the Greeks with Venizelos in power
disembarked armed forces in Smyrna and for
all purposes Smyrna was considered under
permanent Greek rule. Prior to this it
was the general belief that the Italians
were to occupy the city. To this effect,
the "Duilio" one of the best units in
their navy was anchored in the harbor.
the last moment the occupation by Greece

A t

w a s  d e c i d e d  b y  t h e  w e s t e r n  a l l i e s .A
f l o t i l l a  o f  G r e e k  v e s s e l s  a p p e a r e d  i n
S m y r n a  w a t e r s  t o  t h e  j u b i l a t i o n  o f  t h e
loca l  G reek  popu la t i on .  Some  cou rageous
s o u l s  j u m p e d  i n t o  t h e  s e a  t o  k i s s  t h e  s i d e s
o f  t h e  s h i p s  o f  t h e  m o t h e r  c o u n t r y .  T h i s
j o y  d i d  n o t  l a s t  l o n g . B e f o r e  f i v e  y e a r s
were  ove r ,  Mus ta fa  Kema l  by  f o rce  o f  a rms
reconquered  Smyrna  fo r  Turkey  and  the  sub-
s e q u e n t  t r e a t y  o f  p e a c e  s t i p u l a t e d  t h e
exchange  o f  na t i ona ls ;  Greeks  f rom Turkey
were  t r ans fe r red  t o  G reece  and  t he  rema inde r
o f  t h e  T u r k s  f r o m  G r e e c e  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d
to Turkey.
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with my kind of temperament it was unavoidablethat I should become involved in amorous

relations with a Greek girl. Relations be-
tween the two sexes were supposed to remainsecret. I thought this was hypocritical and
blatant prosmiscuity between boys and girls
was severely judged by the public at large.
How different it is nowadays when the two
sexes freely mingle and even parents encou-
rage their daughters to go on a date. In
this respect I was ahead of my times and
acting as an "enfant du siecle." I  d id
not parade with the girl in question but
I was surprised in a movie theater by my
dear mother and my sister, Julie, who was
in tears when I came home that evening.
My mother advised me to use more discretion
in my relations with the opposite sex. HOwdifferent it is nowadays when all reserve
has disappeared.

My brother, Jacques, was my opposite in
character. He was an introvert of irrep-
roachableconduct; so much so that my
father and my Uncle David coaxed him to
take some leisure time. On their advice
he took a trip to Salonica but after a few
short days he came back. Urged by all of
us why he had cut short his vacation instead
of offering a reply he started to cry and
we never knew what had prompted him to re-
turn so soon. A love dillusion? I have
reason to suspect that was the case. Some
four years later, when consumed by the
disease that caused his death, the mother
of my brother-in-law, Leon, advised my
parents to sustain him with the promise
of a girl she knew, who agreed to an
engagement with him. In all probability
it was the same girl who had caused his
hasty return home.

M y  U n c l e  D a v i d  h a d  a  w a y  f a v o r a b l e  w i t h  h i s
T u r k i s h  f r i e n d s  a n d  h e  w a s  r e w a r d e d  b y
t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  h i m .  H e  h a d  m a d e  a  d e a l
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e m  t o  b u y  a  l o t  o f  t o b a c c o
i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  t o w n  o r  v i l l a g e  d i r e c t
f r o m  t h e  g r o w e r s .  T h i s  m e r c h a n d i s e  w a s
a s s e m b l e d  i n  o u r  w a r e h o u s e  i n  S m y r n a  a n d

w a s  s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  F r a n c e s  f i r m  i n  D r e s d e n
a n d  m y  U n c l e  D a v i d  t r a v e l e d  t o  G e r m a n y  t o
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dispose of the lot.substantial profit but the price was
It was sold at a

new lows daily.established in German marks registeringIt was necessary in order

to keep the profits to convert the marksin hard currencies and this they failedThe profits were cancelled as a

result.
I ignore the end of the story be-

ever coming back.
cause eventually I left Smyrna without

*  *  *

on the return trip my Uncle David stopped
in Milan and there on the advice of
Salvator Nahmias he made a deal with
Assayas & Co., bankers in Milan?
principal partner, Assayas, was a son-in-
law of Salvator Nahmias. My father was
to leave for Tripoli (then part of Syria)
in May to buy cocoons of the new crop?
Profits and losses were to be equally
divided but the capital necessary for the
purchases were to be furnished in units of
lire 250,000 by Assayas & Co. and 100,000
lire by David A. Saporta. My Uncle David
was staying at the Hotel Du Parc and he
had the opportunity to help in a deal be-
tween a native Italian Jew named Balducci,
a leather merchant, and an antique dealer
from Smyrna named Eskenazy. They exchanged
a lot of oriental carpets for a lot of sole
leather that we received in Smyrna to be
sold on commission for the account of Eskenazy.
The intermediary was another Italian Jew
named Leonardo Tesoro. He was to become
my father-in-law a couple years later. My
Uncle David got acquainted with the Tesoro
family particularly with the two younger
sisters, Antonietta and Aurelia; this last
one becoming eventually my wife. The name
Tesoro offered to my brother, Jacques, and
myself a laughing matter because it seemed
to us that it was rather appropriate to
two soubrette figures in an operetta. My
Uncle David observing our ironic smiles
explained that the two young ladies belonged
to a decent Jewish family and they simply
helped him in buying a trousseau for the
baby to be born in a few months; his wife
in effect was expecting. The name Tesoro
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was common in Jewish families and the
equivalent in Ashkenasic families is
"Shatz."

*  *  *

In May I accompanied my father in his
buying tr ip to Syria. I  was to keep the
correspondence, the accounts, etc...

our  a r r iva l  Mr .  Moussa Nahas o f  the  f i rm
Moussa and Nedj ib Nahas of  Tr ipol i  of fered
us a welcome with the usual Near East
cou r tesy .  He  was  w i t h  h i s  b ro the r ,  Ned j i b ,
to  he lp  us on a  commiss ion bas is  in  our
t ransact ions. They were warmly recommended
to us by Salvator Nahmias who was their
rep resen ta t i ve  i n  M i l an .  They  spoke  f l uen t
French besides Arabic; so did Abou Habib
who was the father- in- law of  Mr.  Moise Nahas.
Tehi r  re l ig ion was Greek Or thodox.  They
were wel l  known in Tr ipol i  and beyond,
act ing as representat ives o f  pet ro l  companies
and other products besides doing some banking
opera t ions .  They  were  very  conserva t i ve  in
the i r  dea l ings  and  very  ca re fu l  i n  conserv ing
t h e i r  w e a l t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s i n g  i t .
senior partner was a Mason and as such a
certain congenial i ty developed between my
fa ther  and h imse l f  s ince  the  beg inn ing .

L i k e  a l l  n e w  b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e s  w e  e n c o u n t e r e d
m a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  T h e
c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  w a s  v e r y  k e e n .
T h e  m a i n  c o m p e t i t o r  w a s  V e u v e  G u e r i n  o f
B e y r o u t h .  T h i s  c o n c e r n  w a s  w e l l  e n t r e n c h e d
f o r  l o n g  y e a r s  i n  s o u r c e s  o f  s u p p l y .  T h e
h i g h e r  p r i c e s  p a i d  b y  u s  w a s  t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n
f o r  a b o l i s h i n g  t h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n
c a s e s  b u t  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n
w a s  n o t  e n o u g h ;  t h e y  w e r e  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e
f u t u r e . W h y  s h o u l d  t h e y  s e l l  t o  a  s t r a n g e r
p a y i n g  h i g h e r  p r i c e s  w i t h o u t  a  g u a r a n t y  o f
a n y  f o l l o w  u p  f o r  f u t u r e  y e a r s ? T h e  n e w
b u y e r  w a s  a  J e w  i n t o  t h e  b a r g a i n  a n d  i n  t h i s
m a t t e r  w e  h a d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e
v i l l a g e  o f  Z g h a r t a  a  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  t h e  m a i n
c o m p e t i t o r  f r o m  B e y r o u t h .  A n y w a y  t h e  k n o w
h o w  o f  t h e  N a h a s  b r o t h e r s  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n
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for some of the reluctant villagers to selltheir "shraney" (cocoons) to us. Some of

them did not want to depend on the discretionof the vested interests of very few buyers

y e a r s  p a s t .

who were taking advantage of them for longAt the end of the season in

July we had accumulated 150 bales of "dry"
cocoons but our expectations upon ourarrival in Tripoli were for one thousandThis small quantity nevertheless

required manipulation and my father had to
stay for the duration of this operation in
a small village having the facilities re-

Condit ions prevail ing in thisregion differed from ours in Macedonia and
elsewhere in northern countries where
summer rains are common. After the worm
inside the cocoon is suffocated after the
vapor bath, it is extended to dry up in
well ventilated warehouses for a period of
three weeks during which the weight is re-
duced to one-third of the original at time
of the purchase. In Syria where it does
not rain during the summer months the cocoons
are put to dry in the open air. We were not
familiar with these conditions and my father
was scanning the sky everytime he observed
an accumulation of clouds. It happened once
while I was there on an errand; the weather
was really threatening.

I t  happens every
once in a great while and a downpour would
have spelled disaster for our merchandise.
Fortunately it did not rain but it was
quite a fright. The man who rented the
facilities required for this operation was
Sheh Shahin Latouf El Koury. My father was
also guest in his house because no hotel
existed in this small village. The man and
his family acted with exquisite courtesy
toward their guest and on that day he offered
me his horse for the return trip to Tripoli.
The owner did not tell me he was a moody
animal and what road I should take. At a
certain point almost in the outskirts of
Tripoli the horse with a jerky move of his
posterior legs threw me down.

By  the  t ime
I lifted myself up the horse had disappeared
at a speedy pace in the mountains. I pro-
ceeded on foot to town and while the Nahas
brothers were solicitous for my safety I
was worried about the loss of the horse.
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The  an ima l  d i d  no t  l i ke  a  ce r t a i n  spo t  i n
my route and after he had me thrown down
he simply returned to his master who was
laughing heart i ly  when he knew that  I  was
w e l l .

The hotel  where I  was staying with my
father ,  or  a lone dur ing h is  absence,  was
owned by two brothers. The two of  them
were  tac i t u rn  i nd i v idua ls ,  ve ry  co r rec t
and  ca r i ng  f o r  t he  we l l  be ing  o f  t he i r
guests. In  the i r  moments  o f  l e i su re  they
were smoking the narghi leh and I suspect
some hashish was added to their tumbeki
( tobacco fo r  the  nargh i leh) . Th is  susp ic ion
was the resu l t  o f  an observat ion o f  my fa ther .
I  smoked the narghi leh occasional ly .  On
one par t icu lar  day I  ordered the servant
woman of the hotel to prepare one for me.
My father was aler ted by the strong smel l
emanating from it. He asked the woman
named Rahelo (she was a Jewess) what kind
of tobacco she used.S h e  c o n f e s s e d  t h a t
she added a bi t  of  hashish to the tumbeki
hadjem (Pers ian tobacco).  Of  course,  I
did not smoke the concoction. The woman
thought  o f  per forming a f r iendly  act  by
helping me in dreaming pleasantly as a
resu l t  o f  smok ing a  b i t  o f  hash ish. A s
taken in the near or  Mid-East  th is hashish
induces a  p leasant  s ta te  o f  to rpor  tha t  i s
very much different from the havoc created
by in jec t ing drugs the way i t  i s  done by
present  day  add ic ts  in  the  west .  A  regu lar
guest at  the hotel  was a sheik having as
steady companion a colonel in the French
army.  I t  was the per iod that  French
propaganda for influence in Syria needed
a  boos t .  The  o f f i ce r  ac ted  as  l i a i son  be -
tween the French government and the chief
of what must have been an important tr ibe.
Another guest at our hotel was an actress
named Taf ida.  Tr ipol i  had no theater and
the vast main room of the hotel served as
s tage  and  f o r  s i t t i ng  t he  pub l i c .  I  have
assisted to a play by some actors and act-
resses depicting King Louis the Eleventh
of France, his barber and adviser Merl in,
the Duke of Normandie, etc.,  al l  of them
in original costumes. Of  course  I  cou ld
not understand the Arabic dialogue;
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nevertheless, I enjoyed the play knowingall its historic characters. In a gardensquare near the municipal building andalmost opposite to the hotel a cafe was

located.
My father and I were daily

visitors.
We got acquainted there with

a Moslem gentleman employed at the
municipality who was a popular figure inHe did not speak French but besides
Arabic he was fluent in the Turkish language.This is why my father had long conversations
with him while sitting at the cafe.
introduced to us well known people in town
among others the young sheh of the main
mosque in town.

During an absence of my
father he invited me for dinner in his

The list of the guests included
the sheik and his French colonel companion
and our municipal employee. We were
assembled around a very low table all of
us sitting on pillows on the floor and
arak was served profusely by a black man
servant who sang while playing the lute.
The women of the house were not in evidence
and as is customary they were secluded in
another part of the house while the master
was entertaining his men friends. I t  was
for me a memorable evening in which I
noticed the details of the exquisite Arabic
hospitality.
I acted with reserve in my relations with
the opposite sex but it was impossible to
conceal them entirely. These facts were
reported to my father who retorted to the
indiscretion with a Turkish proverb: "Like
father, like son." The cocoons were com-
pletely dry and it was time to make the
merchandise ready for shipment to Italy.
At the moment my father was giving directions
to put the cocoons in sacks, a man that we
knew was one of the few fellow Jews in
Tripoli arrived at the place of Sheh Shahin
Latouf. Noticing that my father was busy
he remonstrated with him explaining that
it was the ninth of the month of AB, a day
of mourning for the Jewish people.
father was not aware of the occurrence,
otherwise he would not have started what
he was doing. For a moment he was upset
but he regained his composure and taking
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o u t  h i s  w a t c h  h e  t o l d  t h e  r e m o n s t r a t i n g
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  i t  w a s  a l m o s t  n o o n  a n d
i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  " N a h a m u "  a  t i m e  f o r  c o n -
s o l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  J e r u s a l e m ' s
temp le  and  t he  s l augh te r  o f  t he  Jew ish
l e g i o n s  a t  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e  B a b y l o n i a n s  a n d
F ive  hundred  years  l a te r  on  the  same day
t h e  r e b u i l t  t e m p l e  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e
Romans.

W a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  w a s  t a k i n g  u s
b a c k  t o  S m y r n a  w e  b o u g h t  a  l o t  o f  a p r i c o t
p a s t e  ( a m a r d i n )  f o r  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  F i l s
de  Ab raham Sa l t i e l  o f  Sa lon i ca . F i n a l l y
we booked passage on the " Ispahan"  o f
the Messager ies Mar i t imes. T h e  t r i p  t o o k
f i ve  days  and  we  made  s tops  a t  A lexandre t ta ,
Latakia and Rhodes. I n  t h i s  l a s t  p o r t  I
n o t i c e d  t h e  s i t e s  v e r y  m u c h  a p a r t  o n e  f r o m
t h e  o t h e r  w h e r e  t h e  f e e t  o f  t h e  c o l o s s u s
o f  t h e  a n t i q u i t y  w e r e  p o i s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e
v e s s e l s  o f  o l d  t o  s a i l  u n d e r  i t .

Our  commerc ia l  ven tu re  had  been  a  pa r t i a l
success  cons ide r i ng  t he  b reak th rough  i n  a
n e w  t e r r i t o r y  b u t  i t  w a s  a  f a r  c r y  f r o m
t h e  o n e  t h o u s a n d  b a l e s  t h a t  i t  w a s  o u r  a i m
t o  b u y .  I t  w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  a  r i s i n g
m a r k e t  a n d  a  f a i r  p r o f i t  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d
f rom the  one  hund red  and  f i f t y  ba l es  we
w e r e  a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e .

The Amer ican Congress had voted the Volstead
A c t  a n d  i t  w a s  a  r a c e  t o  e x p o r t  a l c o h o l
f r o m  A m e r i c a  b e f o r e  i t  b e c a m e  i l l e g a l  t o
p o s s e s s  i t .  E v e r y  p o r t  i n  t h e  N e a r  E a s t
was c rowded w i th  meta l  d rums conta in ing
t h e  s p i r i t o u s  l i q u i d .

T h e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  f o u r t e e n  p o i n t s
e n u n c i a t e d  b y  P r e s i d e n t  W i l s o n  f o r  a  w o r l d
sa fe  f o r  democ racy  as  a  bas i s  f o r  peace
w i t h  G e r m a n y  h a d  v a n i s h e d .  R i v a l r i e s  b e -
t w e e n  t h e  v i c t o r s  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .
T h e  b i g  f o u r  o f  P r e s i d e n t  W i l s o n ,  L l o y d
George, Clemenceau and Orlando dictated
p e a c e  t o  G e r m a n y  a t  V e r s a i l l e s .  T h e
p o l i t i c a l  m a p  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  c h a n g e d ;
new states were created and some proud
nations were dismembered. C h a o t i c  c o n -
d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  R u s s i a  a g i t a t e d  b y
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the Bolshevik Revolution.
In France

lected president.
millerand had the upper hand and was

the newspapers, when great men oppose
It was clearly stated

each other they compromise by having athird lesser figure elected. The sameprocess took place in America where the

president.voters chose Harding to be their next

My brother,
Fratelli, after his graduation

at the Scuola Commerciale in Salonica,came to Smyrna and my parents decided heshould continue his education in Italy:I was charged with the task to place him

in a liceo in Milan and to lodge him
properly.

My Unc le  Dav id  sa id  I  shou ld
enlist the collaboration of the Signorina
Tesoro in arranging the residence of my
beforehand the Hotel Diana where I was toyounger brother in Milan. I had chosen
stay during the few days of my sojourn in

Milan?
My Uncle David again insisted that

I should go to the Hotel Commercio where
the Signorina Tesoro came in the afternoon
to the office to do the bookkeeping and to
pay the suppliers' bills.

We left Smyrna on a humid day in a five
hundred ton ship, the "Epirohee, " surnamed
by us brothers the "Barba Treha" because
it did not fail to appear in Smyrna waters
every few days. Before reaching Pireus I
think we called at Chios (I have been there

and I believe this was the time.
After Pireus the ship made a call at Patras
through the Corinth Canal; it was an easy
passage for such a small ship. After four
days of our departure from Smyrna we reached
Brindisi on a Saturday morning early. We
proceeded by train to Bologna where we
stopped briefly for a change of trains,
arriving in Milan late at night.

on the ship I got acquainted with a Jewish
young man originally from Smyrna but re-
siding in Montevideo.He had come to Smyrna
to get married. He had left his bride of a
few days behind and he was on his way to
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south America to prepare a home for hiswife and returning to his shopkeeping
business. We arrived with him at the
Hotel Commercio and we were told that the
signorina Tesoro was due at the office on
Monday afternoon. The three of us tried
to discover the artistic beauties of Milan
and the following day, sunday, we visited
the Castello Sforzesco. Milano was a new
place for me and I did not know where to
start with the task of settling my younger
brother in the right school and I was
anticipating the return of the Signorina
Tesoro the next day: surely she would
know how to guide me in these matters.
On Monday afternoon she was at her book-
keeping job at the office of the hotel.
She was openly disappointed to see the
wrong Saporta; she expected to see my Uncle
David. Anyway I gave her the packages of
Smyrna figs and halvah with the compliments
of my uncle. She proceeded immediately by
phoning her sister, Antonietta, that it
was the wrong Saporta who had arrived. I t
was my turn to remark to my companion from
Montevideo that the girl was going to be a
source of trouble for me.

In the evening we met with the two sisters
and after ascertaining the knowledge of
the Italian language of my brother, it was
decided to place him at the Scuola of Fate
Bene Fratelli. For the lodging they
invited us to visit the apartment of their
parents and if we found it convenient they
would have the boy live with them, family
style. There were six sisters; three of
them married and living elsewhere with
their respective families, the three single
girls living with their parents. I  t h o u g h t
it would create a burden in this household
by introducing among them a boy who needed
care. They retorted that their mother
would be delighted to take care of him; she
would think of caring for a son. She had
in fact two sons living in far away America
where they got married and had children to
raise up.Besides,the six hundred lire
of the pensione would come in handy to
their mother as an extra income. I did
like this homely atmosphere and particularly

1 3 4



raid like the huge mezuzah at the entranceet their apartment. Where else could I findJewish home for my brother in Milan fotthe next few years? The question of a homesuccessfully resolved. The task at hand

VOS to enroll him in a school.

vasthe term for the scholastic year had alreadybegun but my brother was nevertheless accepted
the Scuola of Fate Bene Fratelli. When

asked his name he replied, Pratelli Saporta.Everytime I think of it now, it seems to methat I am assisting at a scene of a movies

between Laurel and Hardy. Finally the con-
fusion was dispelled and my brother was
registered under the name of Sem Saporta,
which is a diminutive of Shemtov. In that
period the same Sem was well known in Italybecause it was the name of a well known
writer,Sem Benelli. Erom then on, my
brother was called by his real name and
not Fratelli anymore.

Our Noo Svideo companion left to board a
As for myself, I

was to leave for Marseilles aiter imparting
some instructions to our representative in
Milan, Salvator Nahmias, concerning the sale
of a lot of wool we had on deposit at the
stagionatura Anonima. But all this was be-
fore my infatuation with the Signorina
Aurelia. She had started to intrigue me
but in a matter of days I discovered that
the young lady was holding me under a spell
that could be defined as love. I went to
it with all the passion of my young age and
my first thought was to find a valuable
excuse for prolonging my stay in Milan.
Why should I go to Marseilles where we had
no business pending? In Milan we had the
lot of raw wool and the cocoons from Syria
for sale. I did not realize it at the
time but after several years I have con-
sidered myself as an "enfant du siecle"
rebelling at the rules of conventions. I
was expected by my family and friends that
in due time I was to choose a bride from
the many girls who families' conditions
matched our own. Besides that, I was not
supposed to fall in love before my sister,
Julie, got married because she was a
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couple of years older than me.
on this point I made my intentions clear

At least

to the girl I intended to marry.
decreed that Julie got engaged around

Destiny

those days and I knew it quite casually.
Aurelia Tesoro was my constant companion
and on a certain day we were invited for
coffee to a friend's apartment.Among
the guests, a couple who were staying at
the same Pensione Cantu where I was
staying were also invited. They were
Mr. and Mrs. Molho and she was nee
Tazartes; she had been a class companion
to my sister, Julie, and knew her well.
The man Molho had a brother in Zurich from
whom he was expecting a phone call. Mr.
Carlo Molho in Zurich was married to a
lady nee Saltiel.Th i s  i s  t he  g i s t  o f
telephone conversation between the two
sisters-in-law in Milan and Zurich:

Milan: "What news from Salonica?"
Zurich: "A big party is going on in there

tonight to celebrate the engage-
ment of my brother, Salomon."

Milan: "Congratulations, so Salomon is
engaged..... who is the lucky
girl?"

Zurich: "Salomon got himself to be engaged
to marry Julie Saporta."

At this point everyone in the room turned
a look of surprise toward me; without doubt
it was my sister because there was not
another Julie Saportain Salonica.

I n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  I  r e c e i v e d  d i r e c t l y
d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  e n g a g e m e n t . T h e  w h o l e
t h i n g  w a s  i n s t i g a t e d  a n d  a r r a n g e d  b y  L e o n
R e c a n a t i  a n d  h i s  g o o d  f r i e n d ,  H a i m  S a l t i e l ,
t h e  e l d e r  b r o t h e r  o f  S a l o m o n .  A b o v e  a l l
i t  w a s  a r r a n g e d  b y  d e s t i n y ;  t h e  y o u n g  c o u p l e
f e e l i n g  a t t r a c t e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .T h e  w e d d i n g
w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a b o u t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  l a t e r
o n  M a r c h  7 ,  1 9 2 1 .  M y  q u a l m s  a b o u t  m y  m a t r i -
m o n i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  h a d  n o  r e a s o n  t o  e x i s t
a n y m o r e  b u t  I  w a s  n o t  i n  a  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n
t o  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  m a r r i e d
l i f e .  I  d e c i d e d  t h e n  t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  A r g e n t i n a
where  my  Unc le  Leon  Sapo r ta  wou ld  su re l y  be
a b l e  t o  h e l p  m e  f i n d  e m p l o y m e n t .  A f t e r  t h a t ,
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Aurelia could come to join me there.

i booked passage on the "Principe disavoia" of the Lloyd Sabaudo and onrebruary 25, 1921, for better or forI was on my way to Buenos Aires.

During four days we had ample time tofirst port of call was Dakar, Senegal.

typical of a French colony and their
with other passengers, the city

principal export was peanuts. I wassurprised when the native black chauffeur

of the car we hired foretold the indepen-dence of colonial Africa. I thought then,if such a day would ever come, it would

not be in my lifetime. Now I realize how

wrong I was in my way of thinking. Theship burned coal and everything was black

with coal dust while men were carrying asupply of coal in straw containers on
their shoulders; it took two days to
finish the job.How different and fast
it is nowadays to load up a ship far
bigger with mechanized equipment; the
days of cheap labor are forever gone?
After Dakar it took eight days to cross
the South Atlantic to Rio de Janeiro.
this city, with the same traveling com-

In

panions, we went by funiculaire t ra in to
the summit of the Corcovado. A f t e r  R i o
our ship called at Santos where the coffee
export was much in evidence by cargo ships
taking loads and loads of this product.
the  th ing  to  admi re  in  th i s  c i t y  i s  the
huge statue of Christ dominating the
panorama from an elevated point. We dia
not make a stop at Montevideo and over-
night  we sai led on the Rio de la Plata to
Buenos Aires where on the following morning
we docked at the Darsena Norte.

I  proceeded immediately to the off ice of
Lindman Olditch where I was told that my
Uncle Leon Saporta was vacationing in Chile
but would be back the fol lowing day. At
least I  was fortunate enough not to wait
too  long fo r  the  on ly  re la t i ve  I  had in
t h i s  f a r a w a y  c i t y .  I  t r i e d  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e
myself with my new surroundings by taking
a walk on the Avenida de Mayo and I was
surpr ised to  f ind  myse l f  in  f ron t  o f  the
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sta tue of  Le Penseur  o f  Rodin .

The next  day I  inqui red about  my unc le
again and he emerged f rom his  of f ice wi th
a  look  o f  surpr i se  upon hear ing  tha t  an
Alber t  Danie l  Saporta wished to see h im.
I  assured  h im tha t  every th ing  was  a l l  r i gh t
w i th  a l l  ou r  fo l ks  and  tha t  my  p resence  in
Buenos Aires was caused by my desire to
create an independent  s i tuat ion for  mysel f
and that  I  was looking for  employment.
After he knew of my intentions he commented
tha t  I  was  a  t yp i ca l  Sapor ta ,  add ing ,  " l i ke
f a t h e r ,  l i k e  s o n . "  M y  f a t h e r  h a d  l e f t  t h e
paternal  home to go to h is  uncle in  Seres;
I  came to my uncle in Buenos Aires.  The
dif ference was that Seres was a few miles
from Salonica but  Argent ina was in a far
away cont inent  f rom my b i r th  p lace.  I
d i d  no t  t e l l  h im  t ha t  I  was  i n  l ove  w i t h
a  g i r l  i n  M i lan  and  tha t  my  u l t ima te  i n -
tent ion was for  her  to come to jo in me.

He proceeded by having me write a letter
to Dreyfus & Co. because of my short ex-
per ience in my father 's  s imi lar  business.
This f irm was mainly engaged in the export
o f  g r a i n .  I f  t h i s  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  w a s  t o
prove unsuccessful  I  should t ry wi th other
s imi lar  f i rms in  order  to  perpetuate a
fami ly  t radi t ion to export  raw products.
He advised me furthermore to leave my
hotel and to take lodging in a pensione
where he was staying in his bachelor days
and where he was having his meals during
the  vaca t ion  o f  h is  w i fe  in  ch i le .
pensione was frequented by a few Italian
guests and I  l iked the congenial  fami l ia l
atmosphere and cuisine. The owner hailed
from Piedmonte; she was a middle aged
woman always sitting at the head of the
tab le ,  a t tent ive  for  the comfor t  o f  her
guests. During the few days I was there
the topic of conversation between my
uncle and his table companions, mostly
in the engineering profession, was the
mer i ts  of  the Einste in theory.  The joke
in those days was to  the ef fect  that  i f
the theory was going to prove true after
a certain number of years, the Germans
were going to claim Einstein as one of
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without merit.
their own otherwise he would be a Jew

the abstract reasoning going on between
I could not follow up

about the scientist.
the quests but I did appreciate the joke

My uncle's wife came back after a few daysand it did not take too much observation

she had the behavior of an aristocraticto notice they were very much in love.
She was born in Chile and in her

girls in Milan.
teens she was educated in a school forMy uncle graduated
from the Scuola Commerciale Italiana in
salonica.

The principal told my grand-
father Saporta that it would be a pity
to make a businessman out of such a
talented young fellow. Five of his
brothers were in business careers and
he went to continue his studies first at
udine then at a university in Turin.
graduated with honors and came back to

He

bought a f lour mil l  activated by theSalonica in the year 1911. My father had
waters of a small river somewhere in
Macedonia. For a time the idea of im-
proving it by some engineering feat of
his younger brother was contemplated.
The project was not practical and my
Uncle Leon accepted a proposition to go
to Argentina to work as a technical
director for the Compania Anglo-Argentina
de Electrecidad. After working there for
a couple of years he came back to Europe
and it was rumored at the time in the
family circle that with the breaking of
hosti l i t ies between Italy and the central
powers he wanted to offer his services to
the Italian army. During his many years
of residence in Italy he absorbed Ital ian
culture and he became an Italian patriot.
Italy did not have a foreign legion and
his offer was not accepted.B e f o r e  r e -
turning to Argentina he made a trip to
his native Salonica to see his mother and
fam i l y .  I t  was  h i s  l as t  v i s i t  t he re .
grandmother advised him to get married

M y

b u t  h e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  r e m a i n  a  b a c h e l o r .
H e  v i s i t e d  u s  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  i n  o u r
house  and  my  fa the r  be ing  absen t  he  p layed
San ta  C laus  by  g i v i ng  me  a  sh i ny  napo leon .
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H i s  d e s t i n y  w a s  a w a i t i n g  f o r  h i m some-
where e lse and he booked passage f rom
G e n o v a  t o  r e t u r n  t o  B u e n o s  A i r e s .  M y
U n c l e  L e o n  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l
g i r l  d u r i n g  t h i s  l o n g  t r i p .  S h e  w a s  r e -
t u r n i n g  t o  h e r  n a t i v e  c h i l e  a f t e r  h a v i n g
been  educa ted  i n  an  a r i s t r oc ra t i c  f amous
s c h o o l  i n  M i l a n .  T h e  s e n t i m e n t  w a s  r e -
c ip roca l  bu t  Pao la  Rodr iguez  was  Ca tho l i c
a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  w a s  a  h i n -
d r a n c e  t o  t h e i r  u n i o n . The young couple
separated;  he remained in  Buenos Ai res
and she  p roceeded to  her  home in  ch i le .
Love was tr iumphant and my uncle accepted
t o  h a v e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  o f  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e
ra i sed  up  as  Ca tho l i c s . H e  w r o t e  t o  h i s
mother  no t  apo log iz ing  bu t  s imp ly  ask ing
fo r  he r  b l ess i ng .  Th i s  my  g randmo the r  d i a
w i t h  a  r e m a r k a b l e  s p i r i t  o f  t o l e r a n c e ;  a l l
t h e  f a m i l y  d i d  l i k e w i s e .  M y  g r a n d m o t h e r
used  to  v i s i t  t he  house  o f  he r  sons  and
daugh te rs  qu i te  o f ten  and  a f te r  d i spens ing
some candies even to  her  adul t  grandchi ldren,
s h e  w o u l d  t a k e  o u t  t h e  l a s t  l e t t e r  o f  h e r
s o n  t o  b e  r e a d  o n c e  m o r e  t o  h e r .  T h i s  i s
how I  knew o f  my  unc le ' s  mar r i age .  H is to ry
was  repea t i ng  i t se l f  when  the  f i ve  b ro the rs
Saporta about four centur ies before became
Catho l i cs  in  o rder  to  avo id  persecu t ion  as
J e w s .  I  d o  l i k e  b e t t e r  t h e  a c t u a l  b e h a v i o r
of Jews who seem to say: " I  am a Jew, what
o f  i t ? "

Upon my arr ival  in Argent ina my uncle was
managing the off ice of a telephone company
and a f te r  a  coup le  weeks  o f  res id ing  in
Buenos Ai res  I  had not  found yet  su i tab le
employment. An opportunity was present
when my uncle was informed of a posit ion
for an accountant (contador balanceador)
was  vacan t  a t  t he  e lec t r i c  p l an t  o f  t he
Compania Anglo-Argentina de Electrecidad
in  Mercedes de San Lu is .  I  was asked i f
I  would accept employment for such a
posit ion and I  accepted eagerly because
I  wanted  to  l i ve  qu ie t l y  away  f rom the
no ise  and  tempta t ions  o f  the  b ig  c i t y .
Af ter  I  was judged capable o f  a t tending
to the dut ies of  accountant  I  was on my
way to Mercedes.  Dur ing my r ide of
twenty - four  hours  by  t ra in ,  I  had an
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ant formly

opportunity to look at the pampa extendingfor miles and miles in rich

f e r t i l e
soil without an elevation.

of the plant,
I was welcomed in Mercedes by the managerSignor Venturini, a gentle-

in his sixties.his functions of inspector of the tramways
He had retired from

of Genova, Italy and after being presentedwith the usual gold watch, he had emigrated

to South America where from the first momenthe was occupying his present position. I
was overtired from the long train ride and
I went to sleep that first night in a hotel
whose rooms had doors opening directly into
a rectangular court. I was awakened in the
middle of the night by a faint noise going
on in the room. I saw a man going through
the pockets of my pants laying on a chair
and I started to scream in surprise, or
shall I say fear. The burglar ran away
empty-handed being scared off by my screams.
the next morning I referred the incident
to Signor Venturini who placed me in a
family pensione.

I started in my functions of accountant
immediately and this was not too compli-
cated.

The fuel burned at this plant was
wood logs and almost an inexhaustible
supply existed in the forests not far away
from town. I was especially instructed at
the company offices in Buenos Aires to
watch personally the deliveries of the logs.
They were carried to the plant by carts
pulled by strong mules.The whole cartload
stopped on a huge scale in the yard of the
plant. The very first time I assisted in
checking the weight of the logs I noticed
that the carter; a very rough individual,
used the whip too often on the animals to
adjust properly the cart on the scale. I
did not spare my remonstrations for the
wild beating inflicted on the mules. He
was about to use the whip on me when the
first engineer interfered and saved me
from the savagery of the man gone crazy
because of my remarks. This is how I got
acquainted with the chief technician who
had the appearance of a kind person. He
hailed from Catalonia and generally the
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catalans are reputed to be fair in their
ways but quick in their anger; some time
after I was going to find out the truth
about this allegation. For the moment I
noticed a certain antagonism between Signor
Venturini and the chief technician? I was
known as Joven saporta at the plant and at
the cafe where I was a daily visitor.
owner was a Frenchman and the same crowdThe

was there everyday among others another
French gentleman who was the owner of the
apacity head oof Mercedes. In this

t e l e p h o n e  m a t e r i a l .  I  g o t  a c q u a i n t e d
t h e r e  w i t h  s o m e  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t  o w n e r s
o f  t h e  " T i e n d a  d e  l o s  P o b r e s "  a n d  t h e
T i e n d a  " L a  C a p i t a l . "  I  b e c a m e  g o o d
f r i ends  w i t h  AmramB e n a i m ,  o w n e r  o f  t h e

l a s t  o n e .

I  d i d  f i n d  o u t  s o o n  e n o u g h  t h e  r e a s o n
f o r  t h e  a n t a g o n i s m  b e t w e e n  t h e  m a n a g e r
a n d  t h e  c h i e f  t e c h n i c i a n .  V e n t u r i n i  h a d
a  b r o t h e r  w h o  w a s  a  r e c e n t  a r r i v a l  f r o m
I t a l y  a n d  h e  w a s  a  q u a l i f i e d  m e c h a n i c .
H e  c o v e t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h e l d  b y  t h e
C a t a l a n  f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r .  H e  w a s  a l w a y s
c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  w a y  h e  w a s  d o i n g  h i s  j o b
as  ch ie f  mechan i c . F i n a l l y  h e  g o t  t h e
o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y  t o  f i r e  h i m  a n d
h i r e  h i s  b r o t h e r . I  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e
p a i n f u l  t a s k  t o  s u m m o n  o u r  C a t a l a n  f r i e n d
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  m a n a g e r . H e  m u s t
have  been  summar i l y  d i smissed  judg ing
f o r  t h e  s h o r t  t i m e  h e  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e
o f  V e n t u r i n i  w h e r e  h i s  b r o t h e r  w a s  a l s o
s i t t i n g .  A s  h e  e m e r g e d  i n  t h e  h a l l  i n  a
b rusque  move  he  t u rned  a round  go ing  i n to
t h e  m a n a g e r ' s  o f f i c e  a g a i n . I  h e a r d
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s h o t s .  I  j u m p e d  f r o m  m y
c h a i r  a n d  s w i f t l y  i n  a  f e w  s h o r t  s t e p s
I  r a n  t o  t h e  h a l l  w h e r e  a  w a l l  t e l e p h o n e
w a s  l o c a t e d ;  I  h a d  i n  m i n d  t o  c a l l  t h e
p o l i c e . A s  I  w a s  a b o u t  t o  g r a b  t h e  r e -
c e i v e r  I  h e a r d  a  s h o t  f i r e d  i n  m y  d i r e c -
t i o n . L a t e r  o n  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  b u l l e t
h a d  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  p l a s t e r  o f  t h e  w a l l
nea r  the  te lephone . T h e  C a t a l a n  d i d  n o t
w a n t  t o  a i m  a t  m e  b u t  h e  f i r e d  a  w a r n i n g
s h o t  t o  s c a r e  m e  o u t  o f  t h e  t e l e p h o n e .
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the message immediately and ran
I gotthe street and kept on going as fast

a policeman.
as my legs would carry me in search ofFinally I spotted one on

horseback and I tried to explain to himthe happenings of the last few minuteswhen the Catalan appeared on the same

street; he was quietly going home.had time to change clothes and I pointeda finger at him explaining to the police

man that was the man who did the shootingbut he did not make a move to stop him.To this day it is a puzzle to me why he

did not make an arrest. was he scared?
policeman on horseback and I runningAnyway we proceeded to the plant; the

A doctor was there already
called by the brother of the manager
Laying on the floor of his office
critically wounded in the neck. The
quick thinking of this country doctor
probably saved the life of Signor

He was suffering of an
internal hemorrhage, a bullet having
penetrated to his throat withoutHe asked
from those present some kind of a pointed
knife and someone offered him a penknife?
He disinfected the blade by holding the
flame of a few matches over it. He
proceeded then to extract the bullet that
luckily had not penetrated deeply in the

In a matter of seconds he suc-
ceeded and Signor Venturini started to
bleed profusely but his life was saved
because his internal hemorrhage was
stopped and thus avoided choking on it.
He was transported to the hospital where
he remained a few days. His assailant
did not resist arrest and went to jail
pending his trial; it was rumored that
he went home at night. A local newspaper
distorted the facts by heralding as head-
line: "Assustado Joven Saporta Corre por
Las Calles de Mercedes."P r i o r  t o  t h e
trial the public prosecutor in the presence
of the Catalan submitted me assole witness
to questioning and a reproduction of the
facts as they occurred on that day; the
whole thing taking place at the plant where
police and judicial authorities were present.
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I  related in detai l  al l  the happenings
on that fatidic day; most of mys t a t e -
ments agreeing withthe  depos i t i on  o f
the accused. The only difference was
the declaration by him that after leaving
the office of the manager he heard insults
directed to him. This I  did not hear; my
office was somewhat distant from the spot
where he heard the alleged conversation
between the two brothers. He pretended
that angered by the insults he returned
to the manager's office to wash in blood
the insults. confronted with the bul let
on the wall, he replied that he only
wanted to scare me and that he did not
aim directly at me.I n  t h i s ,  I  b e l i e v e d
him.But how did it happen that he was
carrying a revolver concealed under his
overalls worn only for work if premeditation
was to be eliminated? He retorted that
only at work he carried a gun giving as an
excuse that his interference saved me from
the assault of the angered carter. At the
end he was condemned to a number of years
in the penitentiary but he appealed and,
if I remember well, he had a commuted
sentence.

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  I  k n e w  a n  o l d  J e w ;  l i k e
Bena im  and  t he  o the r  shopkeepe rs  he  ha i l ed
f rom Tetuan in  Morocco.D u r i n g  t h e  J e w i s h
h o l i d a y s  h e  t r i e d  t o  i n v i t e  m e  t o  h i s  h o u s e
b u t  h e  h a d  t o l d  m e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  r e s -
p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  a  y o u n g  m a n  t o
t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  J e w  i n  t o w n .  I
s u r m i s e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  i n
m i n d  f o r  m y s e l f  a n d  I  r e f u s e d  h i s  k i n d  i n -
v i t a t i o n . He was  goss ip ing  everywhere  and
h e a r i n g  w h a t  o t h e r s  h a d  t o  s a y ;  a m o n g  h i s
m a n y  o c c u p a t i o n s  h e  w a s  t h e  r e p o r t e r  o f
t h e  o n l y  p e r i o d i c a l  i n  t o w n .

A f t e r  t h e  b i g  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  p l a n t  I  w a s
f e d  u p  w i t h  m y  f u n c t i o n s  o f  a c c o u n t a n t
paying me 150 pesos monthly. I  a c c e p t e d
e a g e r l y  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  o f  B e n a i m  t o  w o r k
a t  h i s  s t o r e  f o r  a  s a l a r y  p l u s  c o m m i s s i o n
on my sa les . I  e v e n  l e f t  m y  p e n s i o n e  a n d
s l e p t  i n  a  b e d r o o m  i n  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  s t o r e .
Bena im and  h is  younger  b ro ther  be ing
b a c h e l o r s  w e r e  d o i n g  l i k e w i s e .  I n  t h o s e
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few days I was afflicted with an

attack of dysentry and my new bosses tookcare of me the best way they were capable.Benaim had counted on me to attract cus-

tomers
and I was afraid that he might be

disappointed.
Anyway,  a f te r  a  few weeks

square in town.
ve moved to a better store on the main

customers that their purchases represented
I kept assuring my lady

the latest fashion in Buenos Aires and

new pair of shoes.
trying hard to fit my men customers into aI kept thinking of the
to join me in Argentina to get married.day when my girlfriend from Milan was going
For a certain time I did not hear from her
although she had been regular in her letters
to me previously. Her silence had a reason:
she was on her way to Buenos Aires as I was
to find out.

It was a blustery morning of November 1921;
i t  had rained al l  night and the streets of
mud, becoming almost impassable.Mercedes, unpaved so far, were covered with
shaving in my room behind La Tienda
capital" when the younger of the brothers
Benaim told me that a young lady was in-
quiring of my address. I  d i d  n o t  h a v e
time to be surprised because my girlfriend,
Aurelia from Milan, erupted into the room
Leaving me astonished and for a second I
thought I was dreaming. It was really her.
The happiness to feel her presence did not
prolong my surprise any longer and we
decided after a few minutes to go to Buenos
Aires to get married. The Benaim brothers
were sorry for our decision to leave
immediately but they settled my account
with them on the spot paying my salary to
date and arranging for a carriage to take
us to the rai lroad station that same night.
We spent a few hectic hours that day making
plans for the future, including the blessing
for our union from my parents. I thought
I was dreaming during the trip to Buenos
Aires by train.

We took lodgings at the Hotel La Ghiralda
and we did not waste any time to inform my
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U n c l e  L e o n  o f  o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  g e t  m a r r i e d .
I t  w a s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  h i s  i m p r e s s i o n  o f
A u r e l i a  w a s  f a v o r a b l e  b u t  h e  c a u t i o n e d  u s
t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  h a s t e  a d d i n g  t h a t  h e
w o u l d  i n f o r m  m y  f a t h e r  o f  o u r  i n t e n t i o n s .

I  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  s t a y  i d l e  m e a n w h i l e
a n d  I  t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  j o b  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e
newspaper La Prensa.,I t  w a s  a  p o s i t i o n
of  sa lesman earn ing h igh commiss ions
s e l l i n g  c a r d s  t o  c l u b s  a n d  s p e c i a l t ys t o r e s .
I  d i d  n o t  h a v e  w h a t  i t  t a k e s  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l
f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  w o r k  a n d  m y  e x p e r i e n c e
a t  t h e  p l a n t  i n  M e r c e d e s  s e r v e d  m e  w e l l
w h e n  I  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e
Compania Hispano-Argent ina de Elect rec idad.
I  was accepted and was happy hav ing a
s t e a d y  j o b . Meanwhi le  we had moved to
a  pens ione  in  the  Ca l l e  Bar toLome Mi t re
awa i t i ng  t he  dec i s i on  o f  my  pa ren t s  abou t
my marriage. A u r e l i a  c o u l d  n o t  s t a y  i d l e
a n d  s h e  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  j o b  a t  t h e  o f f i c e
o f  t h e  P l a z a  H o t e l ;  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  B u e n o s
A i r e s . T o  t h e  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  o f  m y  U n c l e
Leon who was  scep t i ca l  o f  her  chances  o f
success,  she was accepted as  cash ier  dur ing
day  hou rs  i n  t he  ma in  r es tau ran t . She had
he r  noon  mea l  a t  t he  ho te l  and  I  had  m ine
a t  t he  res tau ran t  o f  my  company  fo r  a
n o m i n a l  f e e .  A u r e l i a ' s  c u l i n a r y  k n o w l e d g e
was  ze ro  and  she  had  to  wr i te  to  he r  mother
f o r  r e c i p e s . A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  t o o k  e i g h t
weeks  to  rece ive  a  rep ly  and  on  our  days
o f f ,  b y  t r i a l  a n d  e r r o r ,  w e  m a n a g e d  t o
c o o k  o u r  m e a l s .  F o r  m e  i t  w a s  a  r e a l
sense o f  happ iness  to  fee l  independent
a n d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e a r n  m y  l i v i n g  a n d  t o
save  money  to  face  even tua l  fu tu re  o rdea ls .

One such cont ingency was present when Aurel ia
w a s  s i c k  a n d  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o .  M y
Unc le  Leon and h is  w i fe ,  Pao la ,  came to  my
r e s c u e  b y  t a k i n g  h e r  t o  t h e i r  h o u s e  f o r
about one week. When she  was  we l l  on  her
fee t ,  t hey  wan ted  to  keep  he r  un t i l  my
parents  approved our  mar r iage.  We cou ld
not  wa i t  any longer  and on March 6 ,  1922
we ce lebra ted our  un ion ;  Aure l ia  Tesoro
becoming Mrs.  Aure l ia  Saporta.

M y  w i f e  k e p t  h e r  f a m i l y  i n  I t a l y  a n d  h e r
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brothers in North America informed of all
the vicissitudes of our daily life and
her brother, Renato, in New York urged us
to come to North America by sending us an
affidavit of support and two hundred
dollars as a wedding present. We did not
hesitate very much eager as we were to
find family life;we started preparations
for our trip to New York.Subsequently
we had reasons to doubt the wisdom of our
decision. In Buenos Aires we were secure
in our jobs and trying to improve our
financial condition by endeavoring to
obtain the concession of selling costume
jewelry exposed at the Plaza Hotel. Any-way, on June 21, 1922 we sailed on the S/S
Vauban of the Lamport and Holt Line for
New York. It was a pleasant trip and our
ship made the first stop at Montevideo
where Aurelia and I went to visit the
store of our traveling companion from
Smyrna to Milan. I had remarked to him
then upon meeting Signorina Aurelia
Tesoro that, "this girl is going to be
a source of trouble to me." The trouble
ceased when I married her and now we were
on our way to New York. We had to decline
an invitation to his house to meet his
wife because our ship was sailing to the
next port of call, Santos. Having been
there already this city was of l itt le
interest to us. I t  was a dif ferent
matter to us in Rio de Janeiro where we
revisited the Corcovado climbing to its
summit in the funiculaire. We could not
visit the Pan de Asucar because on that
day an official ceremony was taking place
there for two Portuguese aviators who had
performed some kind of a feat in those
days of early aviation. We made a few
stops in cafes in Avenida Rio Branco and
this was the extent of our visit to this
most interesting city. Our next stops
were in the Islands of Trinidad and
Barbados. In this last place we visited
the synagogue kept more as a museum than
a place of worship because of the absence
of Jews from the island. The adjacent
Jewish cemetery revealed to us tombstones
dating back to the seventeenth century
showing the adventurous life of our Sephardic
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a n c e s t o r s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m .
On  Ju l y  t h i r t een th  we  reached  New  Yo rk ,
wh ich  was  to  be  ou r  home fo r  many  yea rs
to come.

M y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  R e n a t o ,  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,
L e d a ,  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  u sa t  t h e  p i e r  i n
Hoboken  and  we were  happy  to  ca tch  a  g lance
a t  t h e m  b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  E l l i s  I s l a n d  f o r
t h e  f o r m a l i t i e s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  a d m i t t e d  a s
i m m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . C e r t a i n
i m m i g r a n t s ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d ,  w e r e  d e t a i n e d
f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  a t  t h i s  r e c e p t i o n  c e n t e r
b u t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  o u r  c a s e ;  a f t e r  t h e
m e d i c a l  v i s i t  a n d  a  r e s t o r i n g  c u p  o f  c o f f e e
we  were  f ree  to  go  and  make  ou r  home in
t h i s  g r e a t  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  w a s  f r e e ,
" e v e n  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  p r e s i d e n t . "  T h i s
w a s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e n  o f
d e m o c r a c y .  A  f e r r y  b o a t  t o o k  u s  t o  B a t t e r y
P l a c e ,  o n  t h e  t i p  o f  M a n h a t t a n ,  w h e r e
R e n a t o  a n d  L e d a  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  u s .
t h i s  M o n d a y  o f  J u l y  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  w a s
h igh  and  my  young  w i f e  was  d ressed  up  i n
a  s k i r t  a n d  b l o u s e  w i t h  a  j a c k e t  b e c a u s e
w h e n  w e  l e f t  B u e n o s  A i r e s  i t  w a s  t h e
s t a r t  o f  t h e  c o l d  s e a s o n .  A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t
e f f u s i o n s  a n d  i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  m y  b r o t h e r -
i n - l a w ,t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e  " t a i l l e u r "  t h a t
h i s  s i s t e r  w a s  w e a r i n g  w a s  t h e  o n l y  g o o d
c l o t h i n g  i n  h e r  w a r d r o b e ,  t o o k  u s  o v e r
t h e  B r o o k l y n  B r i d g e  i n  h i s  c a r  t o  t h e
depa r tmen t  s to re  o f  Ab raham &  S t raus  and
b o u g h t  A u r e l i a  a  n i c e  d r e s s .  A f t e r  t h a t
i t  w a s  a  s h o r t  r i d e  t o  t h e i r  h o u s e  i n  B a y
R i d g e .  M y  w i f e ' s  b r o t h e r  w a s  a  m a n
t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d ,  r a t h e r  s h o r t  b u t
w e l l  b u i l t .  H e  h a d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g
t o u g h  b u t  h e  c o n c e a l e d  u n d e r  t h i s  a s p e c t
v e r y  s e n s i b l e  f e e l i n g s . H e  w a s  v e r y
a f f e c t i o n a t e  t o  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  h e  h a d  a
s p i r i t  o f  f a i r n e s s  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  n o
m a t t e r  w i t h  w h o m ;  h e  w o u l d  g o  o u t  o f  h i s
w a y  t o  h e l p  a  f r i e n d  i n  n e e d .  D e s p i t e
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a d  t h r e e  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n ,
a l l  g i r l s ,  t o  r a i s e  u p ,  h e  a n d  h i s  w i f e
m a d e  u s  t h e  o f f e r  t o  k e e p  u s  i n  t h e i r
h o u s e  f o r  o n e  y e a r  d u r i n g  w h i c h  I  s h o u l d
h a v e  a m p l e  t i m e  t o  t e s t  m y  g r o u n d ,  l e a r n
t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  g o  i n t o  w h a t e v e r  b u s i n e s s
I  w o u l d  c h o o s e .  H e  i n s i s t e d  e s p e c i a l l y
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I should not be tempted to accept ajob in a factory where I was going tovegetate for the rest of my life

obliterating whatever initiative I
possessed.

He had a  r e s t a u r a n t  i n

partnership with his father-in-law, Giulioboth of them hailing from Ancona.
levi last one had a large family and at
the time of our arrival they were verywe did not fail to respond

to the manifestations of friendship ofGiv ing in

at the urging of Giulio Levi, I bought
two hundred dozen of ladies rayonAt the end of the f irst week
of residence in New York I had sold the
lo t ,  rea l iz ing th i r ty - f ive  do l la rs  pro f i t .
this was not bad considering that the
wages I would get working in a factory
would not be higher than thirty dollars

Encouraged by my first attempt
my brother-in-law advised me to get in
touch with my fellow countrymen who, he
knew, were assembling in a cafe at the
corner of 116th Street and Park Avenue.
I went but I was disappointed at the
crowd I met there; a few older men out

Even the proprietor,  a younger
man, was busy somewhere else leaving the
task of making Turkish coffee for the
crowd to the father of Maurice Sullam
who was a "cavedji" in the Ishtira
section in Salonica. He was surprised
to see me among his patrons and he in-
quired about the condition of my father.
I assured him that he was well and in
good financial circumstances. As I was
leaving, I almost came face to face with
my cousin, Jacques Benusiglio. This en-
counter left us astonished and after the
first moment of surprise the two of us
were asking questions. I thought he was
in Berlin where he had gone to join his
brother, Moise, who had changed his first
name to Mauro. I n  f ac t ,  he  res ided  i n
Berl in for awhi le but his gir l f r iend and
neighbor from Salonica who had emigrated
with her parents to America had gone to
Berlin to get married to him. T h e y
emigrated to the U.S. afterwards and he
was l iving with his wife and in-laws in
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a n  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  a  f e w  s h o r t  s t e p s
f r o m  t h e  c a f e  I  w a s  e m e r g i n g  f r o m .  H e
t o o k  m e  b y  t h e  a r m  t o  h i s  a p a r t m e n t  w h e r e
h i s  f o l k s  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  o v e r  t h e i r  s u r -
p r i s e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  I  w a s  i n  N e w  Y o r k .
T h e y  w e r e  a m a z e d  w h e n  I  t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  I
w a s  a  m a r r i e d  m a n  a n d  t h a t  I  r e s i d e d  i n
B r o o k l y n  w i t h  m y  w i f e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  h e r
b r o t h e r  a n d  f a m i l y .  I t  w a s  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g
a n d  I  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  a c c e p t  t o  p a r t a k e  w i t h
t h e m  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  " P a s t e l . "  I  i n v i t e d
t h e m  t o  c o m e  s o o n  t o  B r o o k l y n  t o  m e e t
A u r e l i a .  M y  v i s i t  t o  M a n h a t t a n  o n  t h a t
d a y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  e x p e c t e d  r e s u l t s  b u t
I  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  b y  c h a n c e  a
b l o o d  r e l a t i v e  r e s i d i n g  i n  N e w  Y o r k .
A u r e l i a  a n d  h e r  f o l k s  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  a t
t h e  i d e a  o f  e x c h a n g i n g  v i s i t s  w i t h  m y
c o u s i n s  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S u n d a y  t h e y
c a m e  t o  u s  f o r  a n  I t a l i a n  d i n n e r .  I n
t h e  n e x t  f e w  d a y s  w e  g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h
L u c i c a  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  V i c t o r  C a s s u t o .
S h e  w a s  a  s i s t e r  t o  I d a ,  t h e  w i f e  o f
c o u s i n  J a c q u e s .  L u c i c a  k n e w  t h e  r o u t i n e
o f  o u r  h o m e  l i f e  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e  b e c a u s e
she was a  dressmaker  and she sewed many
a  d r e s s  f o r  m y  m o t h e r  a n d  f o r  " E l  P r e t i c o ,  "
m e a n i n g  m y  b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  t o  w h o m  s h e  f i t t e d
pan ts  when  he  was  a  young  boy .

A f t e r  t h r e e  w e e k s  o f  s h a r i n g  a  h o m e  w i t h
A u r e l i a ' s  r e l a t i v e s  t h e  t w o  o f  u s  c r a v e d
f o r  p r i v a c y .  O u r  h o s t s  w e r e  v e r y  g r a c i o u s
a n d  w h e n  w e  e x p r e s s e d  t o  t h e m  o u r  d e s i r e
t o  l i v e  s e p a r a t e l y  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r -
s t a n d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  i t .  A n y w a y ,  t h e y
w e r e  b u s y  w i t h  t h e i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  a n d
a n o t h e r  e x p e c t e d  i n  a  f e w  s h o r t  m o n t h s .
T h e y  h a d  t o  l e t  u s  g o  w h e n  w e  r e n t e d  a n
a p a r t m e n t  i n  t h e  s a m e  s e c t i o n  o f  B a y  R i d g e .
We were  on  ou r  own  resou rces  when  Au re l i a
a n d  I  t o o k  a  j o b  a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C a n  C o m p a n y
f o r  p i e c e  w o r k  f o r  a  s a l a r y  o f  a b o u t  s i x t y
d o l l a r s  a  w e e k  f o r  t h e  t w o  o f  u s ;  h a l f  o f
t h i s  a m o u n t  w a s  t h e n  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o v e r
our  expenses .
d a y s  u n t i l  I I t  w a s  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f

f o u n d  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e
s e l l i n g  d r e s s e s  t o  t h e  f i v e  h u n d r e d  g i r l s
and  women  emp loyed  a t  t he  p l an t  o f  t he
Amer ican  Can  Company .  V ic to r  Cassu to
in toduced  me  to  manu fac tu re rs  o f  d resses
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and sportswear, mostly his countrymenfrom Castoria in Macedonia. The profits
from these sales permitted us to
accumulate savings and to go every

or for our home.
saturday on a spending spree for ourselvesAfter a few months we

moved to a better apartment on 40th Streetnear Fourth Avenue but uppermost in mymind was the idea of getting my parent's

chosen for a wife.blessing to my union to the girl I hadThis was to come a
couple of years later but not before a
tragedy had occurred in our family.

My emigration to America did not deter
my father from going to Tripoli to buy
cocoons of the new crop. My brother,Jacques, accompanied him and he had the

brother tne

same functions as myself in 1920. In
the year 1923, after the buying season
was over and upon arriving in Smyrna,
they found out that the Greek armed
forces were evacuating Asia Minor and
after the big fire of Smyrna, Mustapha
Kema1 had restored Turkish sovereignty
to the region. our two travelers pro-
ceeded to Salonica where my mother with
Allegra and Leonico had previously gone
(this was how my younger brother was
designated to differentiate him from my
brother-in-law, Leon Recanati). They
rented an apartment in the Quartier des
Campagnes and my brother, Jacques,
started to be sick. At the beginning
it was thought that it was simply a cold
but our Doctor Aslanian diagnosed it as
a bad case of pneumonia. He was coughing
since they went tourist style to Balbeck
in Syria. He was climbing among the ruins
of the site and this effort added up to a
tiresome trip back home was the prelude
that proved fatal to him. When the crisis
of the pneumonia was superated he continued
to cough and on March 9th, 1924 his young
life came to an end after the agony of
speedy tuberculosis. Doctor Asianian, who
for long years treated all Saporta families,
could not get over how one of us could
be a victim of a disease generally affecting
mostly people living under adverse conditions.
Probably he would be alive today if he had
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l i m i t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  a
q u i e t  l i f e .  U n l i k e  m e ,  h e  d i d  n o t  k n o w
h o w  t o  m i x  t h e  a m e n i t i e s  o f  l i f e  w i t h
t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  h i s  d a i l y  t a s k s . H e  w a s
a n  i n t r o v e r t  k e e p i n g  h i s  f e e l i n g s  t o  h i m -
s e l f  a n d  n o  o n e  k n e w  o f  h i s  s e c r e t  l o v e
f o r  a  g i r l  w h o  e v i d e n t l y  d i d  n o t  k n o w  t h e
d e p t h  o f  h i s  i n f a t u a t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  r e -
v e a l e d  w h e n  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  m y  b r o t h e r - i n -
l a w ,  L e o n ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  g i r l
that  uponm y  b r o t h e r ' s  r e c o v e r y  t h e y  w o u l d
a n n o u n c e  t h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t .  H e  d i d  n o t
l i v e  t o  s e e  h i s  l o v e  d r e a m  r e a l i z e d .

M y  f a t h e r  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  m e  a n d
i n  M a r c h  1 9 2 4  I  r e c e i v e d  a  n o t i c e  f r o m  a
b a n k  t h a t  u p o n  m y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  I  h a d  a t
m y  d i s p o s a l  f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  f r o m
D a n i e l  S a p o r t a  o f  S a l o n i c a .  I  d i d  n o t
c a s h  t h i s  a m o u n t  a n d  g a v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o
t h e  b a n k  t o  s e n d  b a c k  t o  t h e  s e n d e r  t h i s
rem i t t ance . I  s u r m i s e d  t h a t  g r a v e  h a p p e n i n g s
w e r e  o c c u r r i n g  i n  o u r  f a m i l y .  O n  A p r i l  1 6 t h
w e  s a i l e d  o n  t h e  o l d  C r i s t o f o r o  C o l o m b o  f o r
G e n o v a .  I  w a n t e d  t o  s h o w  m y  f o l k s  i n  S a l o n i c a
t h a t  w e  c o u l d  p a y  o u r  f a r e  m a n y  t i m e s  o v e r .
U p o n  o u r  a r r i v a l  i n  M i l a n  m y  m i s g i v i n g s
w e r e  c o n f i r m e d ;  m y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s ,  h a d
d i e d  a n d  S e m  w a s  r e c a l l e d  f r o m  M i l a n .  I
t o o k  a  t r a i n  t o  S a l o n i c a  l e a v i n g  m y  w i f e
i n  M i l a n ;  s h e  w a s  t o  f o l l o w  m e  i n  a  f e w
days .

A u r e l i a  a n d  I  h a d  w e l c o m e d  t o  N e w  Y o r k  t h e
p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  N i n o ,  f r o m  T e x a s
w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t w o  c h i l d r e n .  T h e y  c a m e
t o  g r e e t  u s  i n  o u r  n e w  m a r r i e d  l i f e .  H e
h a d  l e f t  I t a l y  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n t e e n  a n d
h e  h a r d l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  h i s
s i s t e r s .  A f t e r  t w o  w e e k s  o f  f e s t i v i t i e s
w i t h  u s  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  R e n a t o ,  a n d  f a m i l y ,
t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  H o u s t o n  w h e r e  h e  w a s
p r o s p e r o u s  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  b u s i n e s s .  A f t e r
a  f e w  w e e k s  o f  h i s  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d  v i s i t
w e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  I t a l y  t h e  t r a g i c  n e w s  o f
t h e  d e a t h  o f  A u r e l i a ' s  m o t h e r .S i n c e  o u r
a r r i v a l  i n  M i l a n  w i t h  f i v e  m a r r i e d  s i s t e r s
t h e y  h a d  m u c h  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  T h e  b l o w
c a u s e d  b y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e i r  m o t h e r  w a s
a s s u a g e d  b y  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  b a b y  b o y  t o
e a c h  o f  A u r e l i a ' s  s i s t e r s .
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My arrival in Salonica was marked by thecrying over the loss of a beloved son tomy parents and a dear brother to the re-maining six of us brothers and sisters.

My father shed many bitter tears over
the grave of his son when we went to
visit it and it seemed to me that he
was singing a lullaby when he intoned
some verses of the psalms. His mood was
for not contradicting every whim of his
children and he certainly was ready with
my mother to welcome my wife to form an
integral part of our family. My sister,
Mathilde, had given birth to her second
son, Daniel, and a few weeks before the
10ss of our brother, Jacques, to a third
son named Raphael.My sister, Julie, had
given birth to a son named Maurice.

we left for Gumendja, the first stop ofAccompanied by my brothers, Sem and Leonico,
the Orient Express in Greece in which my
wife was traveling to come to Salonica
and to offer her the welcome of the family.
Her arrival in our midst was marked by
her buoyancy that endeared her to my
parents and to all in the family. My
parents then started to look for an
apartment eager to leave the present one
full of sad memories.

They rented a house in the "depot" section
not very far away from where we were living
and my father bought for us nice bedroom
furniture. Then it was time for me to
1ook for work but, unlike America, I was
not supposed to accept any remunerative
job. My father told me that I had one
thousand pounds capital with which I was
to start in business preferably with an
experienced partner. My brother-in-law,
Leon, who was the manager of the tobacco
company "Fumaro, " proposed to me a partner-
ship with him and Haim Azaria who was
already his partner in Cavalla in a jute
business. I was supposed to leave for
Cavalla with my wife to give my best
efforts to promote business and introduce
myself to the important tobacco companies
for their supply of jute. I did not accept
the proposition without giving any reason

153



f o r  i t ;  m y  p a r e n t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  m y
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  l e a v e  t h e m .  M y  f a t h e r  t h e n
w a n t e d  m e  t o  g o  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e
b r o t h e r  o f  a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  w h o  a l r e a d y  w a s
i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  b u s i n e s s  b u t  i n  n e e d  o f
a d d i t i o n a l  c a p i t a l .  M y  f o l k s  c o u l d  n o t
u n d e r s t a n d  m y  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  s t a r t  t o  b e
a c t i v e  i n  a n y  b u s i n e s s  w h a t s o e v e r .  E v e r y -
th ing became c lear  when I  expressed my
d e s i r e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A m e r i c a . M y  l a c k  o f
e n t h u s i a s m  t o  s t a y  i n  m y  n a t i v e  c i t y  w a s
d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  s t r a n g e  a t t i t u d e  o f  m y
f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  o u t  o f  o u r

I t  s e e m e d  t o  m e  t h a t
I  was  rega rded  as  a  pe rson  who  d id  no t
"be long ;  "  I  f e l t  I  was  enc roach ing  among
t h e  g r o u p  o f  m y  e x - f r i e n d s .  T w e n t y  y e a r s
l a t e r  t h e  s a m e  g r o u p ,  t h o s e  s u r v i v i n g
H i t l e r ' s  h o l o c a u s t  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,
t o l e ra ted  the  mos t  d i spa ra ted  mar r i ages
i n c l u d i n g  u n i o n s  o f  c o u p l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t
r e l i g i o n s .  A t  l e a s t  m y  w i f e  a n d  I  b e l o n g e d
t o  t h e  s a m e  f a i t h . E v i d e n t l y ,  I  w a s  a n
e a r l y  v e r s i o n  o f  a n  " e n f a n t  d u  s i e c l e . "
My dear mother was desolate because my
b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  a l s o  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  c o n -
t i n u e  a n y m o r e  h i s  s t u d i e s  i n  I t a l y  b u t
w a n t e d  t o  b e  a  h a l u t z  i n  P a l e s t i n e .  M y
fa the r  encou raged  by  h i s  son - i n - l aw ,  Leon ,
re fused  to  f i nance  these  two  adven tu res ;
th i s  was  the  te rm used  by  them to  des igna te
m i n e  a n d  m y  b r o t h e r ' s  p r e f e r e n c e .  A u r e l i a
was  p leased  w i th  Sa lon ica  l i f e  and  she  and
my dear  mother  p lo t ted to  make me be l ieve
tha t  my  w i f e  was  s i c k  and  unab le  t o  sus ta i n
t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  l i f e  i n  A m e r i c a .  I t  d i d
n o t  t a k e  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  d i s c o v e rt h e  s u b -
te r fuge .  My  b ro ther ,  Sem,  meanwh i le  wen t
t o  wo rk  as  an  app ren t i ce  f o r  a  ca rpen te r
mak ing  fu rn i tu re . T h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y
h e  c o u l d  d e v i s e  f o r  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i f e
i n  P a l e s t i n e  b y  l e a r n i n g  a  m a n u a l  c r a f t .
F i n a l l y ,  m y  f a t h e r  g i v i n g  i n  t o  o u r  w i s h e s
gave  us  the  money  necessary  fo r  ou r  t r i p
p lus  one hundred pounds fo r  our  necess i t ies
before  I  found adequate work  in  New York .
A couple months la ter  my brother ,  Sem,
went  to  Pa les t ine  where  he  has  l i ved  ever
s i n c e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  d e c i s i o n  t a k e n
by my fa ther  who had the premoni t ion o f
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things to come. In  fact ,  a  few years
he made his home in Tel Aviv.

could very well be that by remaining in
salonica he,

my mother and my brother,
leonico, could have shared the unfortunate
fate of my sister,A l leg ra ,  by  be ing
deported in Hitler's concentration camps
out of which very few came back. The
departure of my brother, Sem, to Palestine
in 1924 paved the way for our family to
go to Palestine including my brother-in-
law, Leon, and family. Th is  long  paren-
thesis is meant to demonstrate how an act
judged a nonsense at the time it was
accomplished may have beneficial effects

later on.
The important thing when taking

a decision is to be well inspired.
could invoke for myself the same argument
when I decided to come back to America.
In August 1924 Aurelia and I sailed for
New York on the ship "Madonna" of the
Fabre Line.

As a souvenir  f rom our  s tay
in Greece, my parents gave us a large
carpet; part of those bought with the
furniture in Smyrna. After fourteen days
voyage we went ashore in Providence, Rhode
Island and we proceeded by train to New
York.

The following day the "Madonna"
docked in New York but not before colliding
with another ship at the entrance of the
harbor. Damage was minor but we had saved
ourselves a scare by disembarking at
Providence. I wil l have to mention that
the ship made stops first at Palermo, then
Algiers where we ascended to the Kasbah
and I acquired a few tapestries and
"moguette" rugs brought on board ship by
peddlers with whom I had to bargain, but
the price was not much higher than in
Roubaix, France where they were loomed.
Another stop of the ship was at the Azores.

A few days before our departure for Salonica
in April, we were staying in a furnished
room rented to us by a Jewish family on
40th Street in the same block of the
apartment we were leaving.W e  s o l d  t h e
furiture that we had bought just a few
months before. Upon arriving in New York,
we returned to occupy the same room again
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w i t h  t h e  C l a r k  f a m i l y  w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  o u r
g o o d  f r i e n d s .  W e  w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  t h e y
i n s i s t e d  w e  s h o u l d  b e  c a r e f u l  w i t h  t h e  g a s
l i gh t  dev i ce ;  no  wonder ,  a  woman  who  ren ted
the  same room be fo re  us  had  d ied  on  the
f i r s t  n i g h t  s h e  w e n t  t o  s l e e p  i n  t h e  r o o m .
S h e  t h o u g h t  s h e  h a d  t u r n e d  t h e  g a s  o f f
w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  w a s  o f f .  A c c i d e n t s  l i k e
these  d i d  no t  occu r  anymore  because  i t
w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  w e r e
i n s t a l l e d  i n  h o m e s  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  a n t i -
qua ted  gas  dev ices .
was  we l l  ahead o f  New York  go ing  th rough
t h i s  p r o c e s s  s o m e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .
M r .  S i m o n  C l a r k ,  o u r  l a n d l o r d ,  h a d  a
c u t l e r y  s t o r e  o n  T h i r d  A v e n u e ,  B r o o k l y n ,
no t  fa r  f rom h is  house  and  he  supp lemented
h i s  i ncome  by  pedd l i ng  razo rs ,  shea rs  and
o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  t o  b a r b e r s .

The apar tment  we had occup ied prev ious ly
on  40 th  S t ree t  was  ren ted  bu t  we  found
a n o t h e r  o n e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  I t  w a s  t h e
k i n d  t h a t  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  r a i l r o a d
f l a t  w i t h  r o o m s  f o l l o w i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h
only  one room having windows over look ing
t h e  s t r e e t .
k i t c h e n  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e a r  w i t h  a  w i n d o w
i n  a  c o u r t y a r d .  O u r s  w a s  o n  a  s e c o n d
f l o o r . The  ca rpe t  tha t  my  paren ts  had
g iven  me was  la rge r  than  even  ou r  k i t chen
a n d  o u r  f r i e n d ,  S i m o n  C l a r k ,  w a s  s k e p t i c a l
o f  o u r  c h a n c e s  o f  e v e r  s e l l i n g  i t .  T o  t h e
g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  o f  m y  f r i e n d ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n
dea le r  ca l led  by  me o f fe red  two  hundred
d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  c a r p e t .  I  c a l l e d  o n
severa l  dea lers  bu t  nobody seemed in teres ted.
T h e y  p r o b a b l y  f i g u r e d  t h a t  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n
o f  B rook lyn  peop le  d id  no t  use  expens ive
O r i e n t a l  c a r p e t s .  I  w a s  e a g e r  t h e n  t o
a c c e p t  t h e  f i r s t  o f f e r  a n d  I  g o t  r i d  o f
the  ca rpe t  cash ing  two  hundred  do l la rs
f o r  i t . T o  f i n i s h  u p  t h i s  s t o r y ,  s o m e
w e e k s  l a t e r  I  h a d  t h e  c u r i o s i t y  t o  i n q u i r e
o f  t h e  r e a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  r u g  a n d  u n d e r  t h e
p r e t e x t  t h a t  I  h a d  a  c l i e n t  f o r  i t  I  w e n t
to  t he  dea le r  on  48 th  S t ree t ,  Manha t tan ,
who had purchased the rug from me. I  s a w
i t  c l e a n e d  a n d  d i s p l a y e d  w i t h  a  p r i c e  t a g
o f  f i f t e e n  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  o n  i t .  I  w a s
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following the offering of jobs in the news-Among others the Metropolitan Life
pasurance Company had an opening for an agent

the Bay Ridge district near our home.
applied for the position and an assistant

I

manager visited our apartment the followingHe must have been favorably impressed
because I was hired as an agent of the
company a couple days later. The emoluments
consisted of 15% commission on about three
hanäred dollars of weekly industrial
collection plus commission on the regular
policies I would write.Fur the rmore ,  fo r
every dollar of weekly prem?um of industria]
insurance I would write I was to receive
twenty-four dollars (subsequently raised to
twenty-eight) divided in thirteen weeks to
be added to my commission salary in the
following three months. What was on hand
for me for the current quarter was forty-
five dollars weekly assured. My wi fe  and
I were very happy to find out that my pay
vas regularly increased since the first
week by the commission on old regular
policies written byan ex-agent preceding
me who was not any

? longer with the company.
Neanwhile I was writing some industrial
insurance every week and thus building up
ny salary for the next three months. I
collected a weekly pay upward of one hun-
dred dollars. It was dignified work and
I was well regarded by my superiors and
colleagues; not so much for writing up
too many policies but for my honesty in
industrial insurance. Unscrupulous
agents who wanted a fat salary in the
next quarter wrote up too many weekly
policies to accommodating friends that
Lapsed in the following quarter. Even-
tually the Bay Ridge district was split
in two and I followed Mr. Norris who was
an assistant manager but promoted to
manager in the new district. He needed
nore dynamic agents able to write up
Large amount policies. I did not have
the connections and the audacity to
approach people totally unknown to me who
could use this kind of insurance. He
Kicked me upstairs by promoting me to the
district office of Brooklyn where no industrial
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insurance was wr i t ten and consequent ly
n o  c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  w e e k l y
insurance? My func t ions  cons is ted
m a i n l y  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d e a t h  c l a i m s  i n
the Bedford  Stuyvesant  sec t ion  o f  Brook lyn .
I  h a d  t o  c o v e r  a  l a r g e  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  I
though t  a  ca r  was  necessary .  I  bough t  a
second-hand Wi l l i s  over land car  to  beg in
w i t h  a n d  g o t  a  l e a r n e r ' s  p e r m i t .  A u r e l i a
wanted to accompany me everytime I wanted
t o  g o  o u t  f o r  a  d r i v e . A f t e r  f a i l i n g  t h e
f i r s t  t i m e  f o r  a  d r i v e r ' s  t e s t ,  m y  w i f e
made me so nervous with her remarks every-
t ime  I  was  a t  the  whee l  tha t  I  gave  up  the
car  and promised mysel f  that  I  would buy
a  ca r  when  I  cou ld  a f f o rd  t o  h i r e  a  chau f -
feur  to  dr ive  me around.

*  *  *

The year 1925 was marked by the death of
Jacques Benusigl io,  the son of  my Uncle
Liaou and Jacques Benusig l io,  the son of
my Uncle Samuel,  th is last  one in New York,
leaving two smal l  chi ldren, Carmen and
Samuel. In  a  one  year  per iod  the  th ree

"Jacques" named after my maternal grand-
fa ther  were dead.  Th is  mat ter  occupied
my mind a long t ime.W h a t  i s  i n  a  n a m e ?
Coincidence? Probab l y  so ,  bu t  t he  fac t
remained o f  the  t rag ic  un t ime ly  death  o f
three f ine young men.

I t  was the t ime that  absorbed in  my work
I  d id  no t  pay  too  much  a t ten t ion  to  the
p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e . Tro tsky  was one o f  the
ru lers  o f  the  Sov ie ts  and he was bu i ld ing
up the Red Army while another leader was
p repa r i ng  h imse l f  t o  be  t he  so le  ru le r  o f
Russ ia  a f te r  he  was  to  e l im ina te  a l l
Bo lshev ik  leaders .  H i t le r  in  Germany had
already wri t ten "Mein Kampf" reveal ing
h imse l f  to  be  the  mos t  fe roc ious  an t i -
semi te  tha t  eve r  ex i s ted .  Musso l i n i  r u led
i n  I t a l y  w i t h  t hea t r i ca l  ges tu res  and  h i s
fasc is t  cohor ts  were  fo rc ing  cas to r  o i l
i n  t h e  t h r o a t  o f  t h e i r  a d v e r s a r i e s .  I n
Greece the exchange of populations was
tak ing p lace;  Turks l iv ing in  Greece were
transferred to Turkey and Greeks l iv ing in
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Turkey were moved to Greece. In America
under the presidency of Harding the scandal
of Teapot Dome was revealed. The taciturn
pres ident  Cool idge,  a f ter  the death o f
president Harding, saw the mad speculation
in  Wal l  S t ree t  in  a  Per iod  o f  genera l
p rosper i t y ,  bu t  he  saw a lso  tha t  i t  was
n o t  l a s t i n g .  U r g e d  b y  h i s  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e
Republ ican Party to run for  another term,
he rep l ied wi th  h is  famous s ta tement :  " I
do not  choose to run." I  h a d  f o r g o t t e n
the war years and I could not understand
my brother ,  Sem, who was l iv ing the l i fe
o f  a  ha lu tz  in  a  Pa les t ine  k ibu tz .  My  ex -
landlord on 40th St reet  in  Brook lyn,  Mr .
Hyman, came to us with the news that the
apartment we had occupied previously was
vacant. We were glad to move in i t  again
bu t  th is  t ime w i th  a  gues t  boarder .  My
cousin,  Math i lde Benusig l io ,  whi le  her
brother wass t i l l  a l i v e  c a m e  t o  l i v e  i n
her brother 's house in New York. She got
herself  engaged to Albert Modiano, the
b r o t h e r  o f  h e r  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  I d a .  I t
was an i l l-conceived engagement of two
opposite characters. He was sedate; she
was exuberant. When the engagement was
broken the families concerned asked us
i f  we would take her as a boarder.S h e
came to  l i ve  wi th  us  and a f ter  a s h o r t
time she got engaged and married Isidore
Alvo. They rented an apartment in 116th
Street, Manhattan, where most Sephardic
fami l ies were concentrated.  Af ter  a  few
months, wishing to l ive near countrymen,
we also moved to an apartment nearby.
We became friends with Isidore's two
brothers,  Henry and Jack. The three
brothers were par tners in  a pr in t ing
business. My wife and I were prompted
to move to Manhattan because the Clark
family, who were our next door neighbors
in Brooklyn, moved to Astoria where they
had bought a six-family house. I  h a d
acted as an in termediary  in  se l l ing the i r
two-family house in Brooklyn to an old
Ital ian woman; the transaction leaving
me 250 do l la rs  pro f i t . It was October
1926 and Aurelia's brother, Renato, had
moved wi th  h is  fami ly  to  ahouse in Coney
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I s l a n d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  b e a c h .
They  had  s i x  ch i l d ren  now;  fou r  g i r l s
and two boys and I  was the godfather
(sandak) of the two of them named Daniel
and Leon.

I t  was a Sunday in  October ,  Aure l ia  and I
were  v i s i t i ng  in  the  house  o f  he r  b ro ther
and I  fe l t  moody . I t  had been a  busy week.
I  fe i t  I  was  fo l l ow ing  the  under taker  and
the  las t  dea th  c la im I  was  inves t iga t ing
w a s  o f  a  b l a c k  m a n .  I  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t o
assist to gloomy scenes of people mourning
a dear person just  deceased. On the spur
of  the moment I  decided that  af ternoon to
leave for Europe without much delay. Even
my wife wassurpr ised a t  my dec is ion and
my brother-in-law advised me to reconsider.
He told me that I  was missing a wonderful
opportunity by abandoning a career in the
insurance business that could prove a
bonanza to me.The future showed how
right he was. My mind was made up and
the fol lowing day I  tended my resignat ion
to the manager of my distr ict who was
amazed by my impetuous act.

The fol lowing Saturday we left for Cherbourg
and Par is  on the la rgest  sh ip  a f loa t ,  the
"Leviathan, " ex-Faterland, given by Germany
to the U.S.A.  as par t  o f  war  reparat ions.
We encountered heavy seas from the first
day and at times the wind was blowing so
hard that most of the passengers were
sick and they did not show up in the
dining room. Among the hardy souls that
were always present was a young man who
observed me during the whole crossing.
On the train to Paris we were at the same
table in the Wagon Restaurant and he asked
us our nat ional i ty.  He was simply confused
by the many languages we were speaking.
He was a Jew going to Prague for a visi t
to his parents and returning to America
the fo l lowing spr ing.  We dined together
with other passengers of  the ship in a
restaurant on the Rue de Rivol i  and I  did
not give a second thought to this encounter
and considered that this young man was a
casual acquaintance. The future was to
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prove otherwise.

we arrived in Milan in the first days of
November 1926 and part of Aurelia's family
was alerted to our arrival. She had writtento her sister, Martha, and to her husband,
Gino Terni, to look for adequate lodgings
for us.

They came to fetch us at the rail-
road station and they explained they had
an extra bedroom and that they would be
very glad if we would stay with them.
accepted gladly and our life in Milan

We

started in what we saw as a good omen
when we received a telegram announcing
m y  f a t h e r ' s  a r r i v a l  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o
reserve a room for  h im at  the Hote l  Mar ino.
Again the Terni 's  to ld us why keep going
back  and  fo r th  t o  t he  ho te l  t o  keep  i n
touch with my father when he could stay
w i t h  u s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e .  U p o n  h i s  a r r i v a l ,
impressed wi th  the cour tesy of  the Tern i
fami ly ,  he  accepted to  s tay  w i th  us  dur ing
h is  so journ in  Mi lan and he was g lad to
have done so when he discovered that his
host was a fel low Mason.

For three or four weeks we were assembled
around the dining table enhanced by the
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  t w o  d e l i g h t f u l  l i t t l e  g i r l s
o f  the Tern i 's ,  Mimma and Pina.  Dur ing the
day my fa ther  was busy wi th  the se l l ing o f
h is  cocoons through h is  in termediar ies;
par t  o f  i t  through Salvator  Nahmias and
par t  o f  i t  th rough Cesare Somaruga.  For
the  f i r s t  t ime  we ass is ted  when  int h e
warehouses of the Stagionatura Anonima
in Via Moscova, when sixteen kg. of cocoons
were put  as ide fo r  each  l o t  and  i t  was
d i v ided  i n  f ou r  equa l  pa r t s  t o  be  sen t  t o
fou r  d i f f e ren t  sp inn ing  m i l l s  and  t he
ave rage  resu l t ,  o rthe  sp inn ing  o f  t hese
cocoons in to thread,  determined the f ina l
p r i c e  a f t e r  a  b a s i c  p r i c e  o f  f o u r  k g .  o f
cocoons to one kg. of  s i lk  thread had been
agreed between seller and buyer.

In the evening we had an act ive social
l i f e  v i s i t i n g  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  A u r e l i a ' s
o ldest  s is ter ,  Ida,  and Car lo  Balconi  and
in  the home of  her  o ther  s is ter ,  Anton ie t ta ,
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a n d  P i e r o  M a r a n z a n a .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g s
w e  w e r e  n o t  s o  e n g a g e d  w e  w e n t  t o  a
t h e a t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t e s y  o f  G i n o
T e r n i  w h o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  t h e  m a n a g i n g
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  T e a t r o  O l y m p i a .M o s t
t h e a t e r s  i n  M i l a n  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e
Compagn ia  Suv in i  Ze rbon i  and  we  had  access
t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e m  f o r  f r e e  a d m i s -
s i o n .  W e  w e r e  r e s i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  T e r n i
f a m i l y  a t  V i a  D e g l i  A n g i o l i  i n  t h e  r e a r
o f  t h e  C i n e m a  F o s s a t i  i n  w h i c h  w e  a s s i s t e d
a t  e v e r y  c h a n g i n g  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m . T h e
d u t i e s  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  T e r n i ,
n e c e s s i t a t e d  h i s  s t a y i n g  l a t e  a t  n i g h t
i n  t h e  t h e a t e r  a n d  w e  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r
h i m  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  A t  t h i s  l a t e  h o u r
we had  a  d r ink  and  exchanged remin iscences
o f  t i m e s  p a s t  a n d  j o k e s  o f  w h i c h  o u r  h o s t
h a d  a  l a r g e  r e p e r t o i r e .

M y  f a t h e r  w a s  e l a t e d  b y  m y  f i n a n c i a l
s i t u a t i o n .  I  i m a g i n e  h e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n
s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  I  r e i m b u r s e d  h i m  w i t h  t h e
f i f t y  p o u n d s  s t e r l i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d ,  s o
c a l l e d ,  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  I s a a c ,
to  complete the one hundred pounds he had
g i ven  me  a t  ou r  depa r t u re  f r om  Sa lon i ca .
When  he  l e f t  M i l an  we  ag reed  tha t  be fo re
re tu rn ing  t o  Amer i ca  we  we re  t o  go  t o
Sa lon ica  to  see my dear  mother  and the
f a m i l y .  I n  f a c t ,  a  m o n t h  l a t e r  i n
January  1927  Aure l ia  and  I  were  on  the
Or ien t  Express  on  our  way  to  my na t i ve
c i t y .  I  w a s  h a p p y  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  I  h a d
ceased  to  be  a  source  o f  wor ry  to  my
p a r e n t s .  T h e y  k n e w  t h a t  I  h a d  f o u n d  a
w i fe ;  an  adequa te  compan ion  fo r  l i f e .
I t  w a s  m y  s i s t e r ,  A l l e g r a ,  t h a t  o c c u p i e d
t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  u n t i l  s h e  w a s  t o  f i n d  a
su i tab le  husband.  They  were  wor r ied  over
the  s i tua t ion  o f  my bro ther ,  Sem,  who had
c h o s e n  t h e  h a r d  l i f e  o f  a  h a l u t z  i n
P a l e s t i n e .  T h e y  w i s h e d  f o r  h i m  t o  f i n d  a
g i r l  who  wou ld  ca re  and  l ove  h im .  A
mon th  passed  qu i ck l y  w i th  v i s i t s  t o
re la t ives  and f r iends  who had seen a l ready
m y  d e s t i n y  t i e d  u p  i n  A m e r i c a .  I  b e g a n
then  to  th ink  how to  take  advantage  o f
my t r ip  to  Sa lon ica  fo r  some remunera t ive
bus iness.  The exchange of  popula t ions
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be tween  Greece  and  Turkey  had  a l ready
t a k e n  p l a c e ;  p a r t  o f  t h e  G r e e k s  f r o m
A n a t o l i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  S a l o n i c a  h a d
i m p o r t e d  t o  G r e e c e  t h e  a n c i e n t  a r t  o f
c a r p e t  w e a v i n g . A s  a  r e s u l t ,  a n  i n d u s t r y
w a s  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  I
i n v e s t e d  m y  m o n e y  t o  a c q u i r e  s o m e  o f  t h e s e
h a n d  w o v e n  r u g s  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s h i p
t h e m  t o  G e n o v a  t o  t a k e  a l o n g  w i t h  m e  w h e n
I  w a s  r e a d y  t o  l e a v e  f o r  t h e  U . S . A .  i n
t h e  s p r i n g .

R e t u r n i n g  t o  M i l a n  I  w a s  a d v i s e d  b y  m y
w i f e ' s  r e l a t i v e s  t o  p a y  t h e  d u t i e s  o f
t h e  c a r p e t s  a n d  s e l l  t h e m  v e r y  e a s i l y
i n  M i l a n . I n  f a c t ,f r i e n d s  o f  m y  t w o
b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w ,  A t t i l i o  V a i l e t t i  a n d
P i e r o  M a r a n z a n a ,  a c q u i r e d  t h e  r u g s  a t  a
g o o d  p r o f i t  t o  m e ;  i f  I  h a d  m o r e ,  I  c o u l d
h a v e  s o l d  m o r e ?

I  w a s  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e s e
s a l e s  a n d  t h o u g h t  I  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  s a m e
s u c c e s s  i n  A m e r i c a .  I  k e p t  m y  f a t h e r  i n -
f o r m e d  o f  m y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  h e  g o t  b u s y
p r e p a r i n g  a  l a r g e r  s h i p m e n t  o f  r u g s  t o
N e w  Y o r k .  M e a n w h i l e ,  I  b o u g h t  i n  p a r t n e r -
s h i p  w i t h  m y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  G i n o  T e r n i ,
s o m e  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  p a i n t i n g s  b y  t h e
g r e a t  m a s t e r s  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o
d i v i d e  t h e  p r o f i t s  i n  e q u a l  s h a r e s  a n d
i f  t h e  s a l e  i n  N e w  Y o r k  r e s u l t e d  i n  a
l o s s  I  w a s  t o  p a y  h i m  9 %  y e a r l y  i n t e r e s t .
I  h a d  e x h a u s t e d  m y  o w n  f u n d s  t o  f i n a n c e
t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  c a r p e t s  a n d  I  n e e d e d
a d d i t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  r e p r o -
d u c t i o n s  o f  p a i n t i n g s  a n d  a  s h i p m e n t  o f
d a m a s k  b e d  c o v e r s . I  n e e d e d  n e w  f u n d s
b e c a u s e  I  h a d  i n  m i n d  t o  b u y  s o m e  m e r -
c h a n d i s e  i n  P a r i s .  I t  w a s  s t i l l  w i n t e r
a n d  w e  d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A m e r i c a
b e f o r e  A p r i l .  A n  i d e a  t o o k  s h a p e  i n  m y
m i n d :  S p a n i s h  s h a w l s  w e r e  v e r y  m u c h  i n
s t y l e .  W h y  t h e n  n o t  u s e  t h i s  t i m e  t o
h a v e  s o m e  s h a w l s  e m b r o i d e r e d  i n  M i l a n ?
I n  t h e  U . S . A . ?  W o m a n  l a b o r  w a s  t o o
e x p e n s i v e  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  w o r k .  O n
t h e  a d v i c e  o f  m y  w i f e ' s  s i s t e r ,  M a r t h a ,
I  h a d  o n e  g i r l  w h o  w a s  h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d
i n  A n c o n a  c o m e  t o  M i l a n .  I n  f i v e  o r  s i x
w e e k s  s h e  e m b r o i d e r e d  s e v e n  s h a w l s  f o r
m e  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  s e v e n  m a s t e r  p i e c e s .
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I  thought  that  th is  k ind of  work would be
appreciated in America and to continue in
th is  bus iness a t  a  good pro f i t  to  myse l f
and create work for  Gina Ragaiol i ;  the
g i r l f r i end  o f  my  s i s te r - i n - law,  Mar tha ,
in Ancona where the art of embroidery
was commonplace.

Just before our departure for Par is (s ince
the sale of the carpets in Milan we decided
to leave via Cherbourg) we received a
telegram from my brother-in-law, Recanati,
announcing that my sister, Mathilde, had
given birth to a baby boy to be named
Jacques, which made them the proud parents
of  four  sons.We re jo iced  fo r  the  even t
and the day of the circumcision in Salonica
was marked by us in Milan by drinking a
toast to the new baby, the Recanati and
Saporta famil ies.

Final ly we left  for Paris where we stayed
at the Hotel Will iams on the Square
Montholon. For the next  few days,  wi th
the aid of a brother of my school companion,
Michel Asseo, acting as intermediary, I
bought some machine embroidered shawls and
some hand decorated velvet tops for sofa
p i l l ows . Whi le  in  Par is  I  wro te  to  G ino
Terni to include in the shipment of the
merchandise acquired in Italy a few velvet
table covers very much in vogue when the
table was not set up.

In that period my cousin, Ihno Benusiglio,
was in Paris with his wife, Lina, and we
had many foursome parties at theMoulin
Rouge, the Follies Bergere and many
"boites" in Montmartre. I t  was for  us
a gay period. For there tu rn  t r i p  we
booked passage on the "Leviathan" that
we boarded at Cherbourg. Upon landing
in New York we rented an apartment at
93 East 16th Street. We resumed our
American life after an absence of six
months. The first merchandise that I
received were the Oriental carpets
shipped by my father. Ida, the widow
of my cousin, Jacques Benosiglio, had
gone to work as a secretary at the
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Navigazione Generale Italiana and throughher I sold them two large rugs that servedcover the huge floor of their mainpublic room at their office at one state

I went to visit my insurance manager, Mr.Norris, who thought I came to apply forHe told me that in fact he had

a job.opening in a very interesting "debit."
I retorted that after having the position
of an assistant manager I could not carry"the big book" as it was called, going
from house to house for industrial
collections.

Probably on that day I
missed the chance of a lifetime by not
accepting the proposition to resume my
insurance career. I  t r ied to explain to
him that I wanted to become an importing
merchant and at the moment I had Oriental
rugs for sale. He told me then that he
had a house constructed for his family on
Dongan Hills, Staten Island, and that he
was in the process of furnishing it. If
I would care to send some carpets for the
approval of his wife, he would gladly
select some. He explained to me that he
did not know a thing about this kind of
carpet and that he was relying on my
honesty to sell him the genuine article.
I proceeded by sending him a large rug
and several small carpets. I sent him
also a book on Oriental carpets by
Kimberly Mumford where he could follow
up the details in the intricacies of
weaving by hand the different designs
of the carpets I had sent him. I was
very much surprised when a couple days
later he informed me that he wanted to
buy the entire collection of the carpets
already in his house. When I went to
his office to pick up his check in pay-
ment for it, his assistant manager
expressed to me his wish to acquire a
good Oriental carpet and I was extra
careful to give him his money's worth.

Thesale of Oriental rugs like the sale
of jewelry and art objects requires
patience for the dealer at retail. A
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t r a d e  i s  b u i l t  u p  p a t i e n t l y  a n d  s o m e  t i m e
h a s  t o  e l a p s e  t o  g a i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f
t h e  c l i e n t s . W h e n  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h o n e s t
v a l u e  i s  a c q u i r e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  c o u l d  b e
i m p o r t a n t  i n d e e d .  I  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e
pa t ience  necessary  to  wa i t  and  deve lop
s u c h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h i n k i n g  i n s t e a d
tha t  I  cou ld  compe te  w i t h  impo r te r s  l ong
e s t a b l i s h e d .  E v e r y  o t h e r  F r i d a y  a  t r a d e
a u c t i o n  f o r  O r i e n t a l  r u g s  t o o k  p l a c e  a t
680  Broadway ;  I  sen t  the  rema in ing  lo t
o f  m y  c a r p e t s  t o  b e  a u c t i o n e d  o f f  w i t h
o t h e r  l a r g e r  l o t s  o f  o t h e r  m e r c h a n t s .
They ganged up on me wishing to e l iminate
t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  a  f i n a n c i a l l y
weak newcomer. The  auc t i onee r ' s  commiss ion
was to be 9% and 6% on the carpets I  was
to  buy  back  on  account  o f  the  low b idd ing
by  o the rs .  Th i s  l as t  commiss ion  was  j us -
t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a t a l o g
of  the goods concerned and for  the handl ing
o f  same .  Con f ron ted  w i t h  t he  l azy  b idd ing
o f  t h i s  r e l u c t a n t  c r o w d ,  I  f e l t  c o m p e l l e d
to buy back most of my merchandise. Even-
t u a l l y  I  s o l d  a t  r e t a i l  t h e  u n s o l d  c a r p e t s ,
r e a l i z i n g  a  p r o f i t .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  s e r v e d
me we l l  when  ten  o r  twe lve  years  la te r  I
s ta r ted  in  the  jewe l ry  bus iness  in  wh ich
I  remained for  twenty  years .I  h a d  l e a r n e d
my lesson and did not have sudden outbursts
anymore of my young age; I had learned how
to  be  pa t i en t .

T h e  m e r c h a n d i s e  f r o m  I t a l y  h a d  a r r i v e d  a n d
i t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  m e  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  r e a l i z e
t h a t  I  h a d  e x t e n d e d  m y s e l f  i n  t o o  m a n y
a r t i c l e s :  " Q u i  t r o p  e m b r a s s e ,  m a l  e t r e i n t . "
I  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  i t  w a s  n o t  w h a t
t h e  a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n  r e q u i r e s  a n d  t h a t  t o
s e l l  t h i s  a t  r e t a i l  w o u l d  n e c e s s i t a t e  a
l o n g  t i m e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I  n e e d e d  t o  b e  b u s y
i n  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  m e  t o  e a r n
a  l i v i n g .  I  c o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  o f  a n y t h i n g
e l s e  b u t  t o  d o  t h e  p e d d l i n g  o f  r a z o r s ,
s h e a r s  a n d  o t h e r  b a r b e r ' s  s u p p l i e s .
a l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  t h i s  g r e a t
c o u n t r y  h a d  t o  o f f e r  I  c h o o s e  t h e  l e s s
a d a p t e d  t o  m y  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .
w e n t  t o  i t  b e c a u s e  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  m y
f r i e n d ,  S i m o n  C l a r k e ,  w a s  f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l



i n  i t .
I n  f a c t ,  p r o b a b l y  f i g u r i n g  t h a t

one more salesman on the road would not
a f fec t  h i s  bus iness ,  he  in t roduced  me to
h i s  s u p p l i e r s  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  v i s i t i n g
e v e r y  b a r b e r s h o p  i n  N e w  Y o r k .
d i v i d e d  t h e  c i t y  i n  s e c t i o n s  a n d  e v e r y
morn ing  I  s ta r ted  ear ly  to  make my
c a l l s  b u t  t h i s  s y s t e m  w a s  o f  s h o r t
dura t ion  because every  barber  in  the
c i t y  h a d  h i s  f a v o r i t e  s a l e s m a n  a n d  i t
was  ha rd  to  bea t  the  compet i t i on .

A l  F r i ed  was  the  name o f  ou r  t rave l i ng
companion on the "Leviathan" and in
Paris when we were there in November 1926.
On one evening whi le I  was prepar ing my
merchandise for  next  day ca l ls ,  he  came
to our house accompanied by a young man
and  a  l ady .He  was  Sam Ho l lander  w i th
h i s  s i s t e r ,  R o s e  L a m p e l .  A f t e r  w e  g o t
ove r  ou r  su rp r i se  t o  see  h im  and  h i s
companions, who drove from Bethlehem,
Pa . f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f  see ing  us ,  t hey
i n v i t e d  u s  t o  j o i n  t h e m  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p
t o  s e l l  t o  I t a l i a n  p r o s p e c t i v e  c u s t o m e r s
lo ts  in  a  new deve lopment  in  A l len town.
I  t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e m  t h a t  I  w a s
l iqu ida t ing  the  merchand ise  impor ted
from Europe and that  I  was supplement ing
my income by  se l l i ng  barber  supp l ies .
They  adv ised me tha t  I  had  a  be t te r  marke t
f o r  b o t h  m y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A l l e n t o w n ,
Bethlehem and Easton and I  could do my
se l l i ng  o f  r ea l  es ta te  on  weekends  t o
I ta l ian  cus tomers  they  wou ld  round up
d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k .

I  f i g u r e d  t h a t  a f t e r
t h e  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e r c h a n d i s e  I
impor ted f rom Europe,  the exper ience
o f  s e l l i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  w o u l d  s e r v e  m e
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  m y s e l f  i n  a
d i g n i f i e d  r e a l  e s t a t e  b u s i n e s s .
t r i a l  a n d  e r r o r  I  s h o u l d  f i n d  a  p e r m a n e n t
career .  Jacob and Rose Lampel  had three
sons of  school  age and he was work ing
very  hard  pedd l ing  dry  goods to  Hungar ian
and  s l av i sh  cus tomers  t o  keep  h i s  f am i l y
c o m f o r t a b l e .Rose Lampel,  besides her
b ro the r ,  Sam,  had  two  boa rde rs ,  A l  F r i ed
and Bernard  Shonfe ld .  She  kep t  busy
s i n c e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  u n t i l  l a t e  n i g h t
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washing underwear ,  cook ing and c leaning
h e r  a p a r t m e n t  i n  B e t h l e h e m ,  P a .  S h e
had  ano the r  b ro the r  who  was  a  can to r  i n
Bayonne ,  N . J .  A  younge r  b ro the r  kep t  a
g r o c e r y  s t o r e  i n  C a m d e n ,  N . J .  I  n o t i c e d
t h a t  a  s p i r i t  o f  o p t i m i s m  p e r v a d e d  t h e
atmosphere  o f  the  Lampel  househo ld .  To
tes t  my  g round  I  Le f t  New York  and  I  ac -
companied them to Bethlehem Leaving my
w i f e  i n  N e w  Y o r k ;  i f  I  h a d  e v e n  a  p a r t i a l
s u c c e s s  I  w a s  t o  c a l l  h e r  t o  j o i n  m e  i n
P e n n s y l v a n i a .  I  s u c c e e d e d  i n  s e l l i n g
some of  my merchandise;  a b i t  here and
a  b i t  t he re  to  cus tomers  who  were  less
b iased  t han  New Yo rke rs .  I n  r ea l  es ta te ,
my  b ig  sa le  was  a  con t rac t  fo r  a  house
t o  a n  I t a l i a n  w h o  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  w o r k
in  a  cement  fac to ry  in  Egyp t ,  Pa .  where
he was absorbing cement dust .  He thought
o f  work ing  any  k ind  o f  a  j ob  i n  A l l en town
a n d  f o r  t h i s  h i s  f i r s t  c o n c e r n  w a s  t o
s e c u r e  a  h o u s e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h a t
c i t y . The pr ice was s ix  thousand do l lars
and h is  equ i ty  in  the  proper ty  was one
thousand dol lars.  This amount represented
h is  sav ings and I  had misg iv ings for  h im
to consumate the t ransact ion wi th such a
small down payment. My par tners convinced
me to go ahead with the sale that somehow
the man would be able to pay the two
mortgages on the house. America was
bu i l t  up  on  opera t i ons  o f  t h i s  so r t  and
dar ing is  the main ingred ient  for  success.
Three or  four  years la ter ,  the man could
not keep up the payments on the mortgages
and the property was foreclosed. That
season I  so ld  a  couple  lo ts ,  a lso re luc-
tant ly ,  because o f  the  in f la ted pr ices
due to
salesmen.

the high commission paid to us
Contrary to the lone house

tha t  I  so ld  tha t  year ,  the  lo t  buyers
made profit because Mack Truck bought
the development and the holders of the
lots made a prof i t  sel l ing them to the
truck company?

I was working
Hollanderand Al  Fr iedin partnership with Sam

on my I ta l iancustomers and the commissions were split
50% for me and 50% for them. When they
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were driving to work on prospects other
than  I t a l i ans  I  j o i ned  them in  the i r
r ide  to  the i r  des t ina t ion  and  I  had  the
opportuni ty  to  admire the beaut i fu l
Pennsylvania countrys ide.  I  took
advantage to sell  my barber supplies
in remote p laces;  in  v i l lages which
had a single barber shop.I  h a d  t h e n
fa i r l y  good  p ro f i t s  t o  o f f se t  t he
losses on my imported goods. Aurel ia
came to join me and we remained a
steady f ixture in the Lampel household.
when the summer was over, we returned
to our New York apartment to resume our
l i fe on 116th Street surrounded by
Salonica people. The experience in
Pennsylvania had served us to discover
America beyond New York; our horizon
enlarged and we made new friends.

Dur ing the fa l l  and winter I  was working
very hard carrying a heavy val ise con-
ta in ing razors,  shears,  e tc . ,  a lways
working on s ide streets of  what I  thought
was not the beaten path of other salesmen.

c a r e a  y o  a t  y  t h o u g h t

Experience proved to me that such a thing
did not  ex is t  and that  other  smart  a lecs
had preceded me to every barbershop in
t h i s  v a s t  t e r r i t o r y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I
made another discovery that salesmanship
consists in acquir ing the benevolence of
a prospective customer and no matter of
the high quality of the merchandise
offered i f  you don't  have "hutzpa, " sales
a r e  d i f f i c u l t .  P a t i e n t l y  I  h a d  t h e  i n -
gredient to become "persona grata" to
most cl ients who, although they did not
buy anything, detained me for a bi t  of
conversat ion.  I  f igured there is  a lways
a next t ime.

Aurelia could not keep idle and she took
up writ ing envelopes.

It was an easy job
that kept her busy in the house when she
had finished her daily domestic chores.

Our social life was an active one and we
had among our friends the Alvos.t h e
Cassutos and the Clarks. The last ones
were big poker players for small stakes

169



a n d  w e  o w e  t h e m  o u r  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h i s
s o r t  o f  k i l l  t i m e  p l a y . We  we re  i n -
t e g r a t e d  i n  a  J e w i s h  m i l i e u  t h a t  i n c -
luded Sephard im and Ashkenaz im a l ike
b u t  m y  r e l i g i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w e r e
n i l .  T h e  o n l y  r e l i g i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  I
have  ass i s t ed  we re  t he  ce remon ies  o f
c i r c u m c i s i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  b o y s  b o r n  t o
t h e  T e s o r o ' s  o f  B r o o k l y n  a t  a b o u t  t w o
y e a r s  i n t e r v a l  i n  w h i c h  I  a c t e d  a s  g o d -
f a t h e r ,  ( s a n d a k ) .

P res i den t  Coo l i dge  had  dec l a red  " I  do
no t  choose  t o  run "  and  a  Repub l i can
admin is t ra t ion  was  e lec ted  once  more
when Hoover became president.S t o c k
speculat ion proceeded unabated and many
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o o k  t h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  p l u n g e ,
i nves t i ng  ha rd  ea rned  sav ings  i n  sha res
t h a t  w e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  o f  s e c o n d  o r
t h i r d  r a t e  c o m p a n i e s .  I  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i -
pa te  i n  p lay ing  the  marke t  because  I  was
eager  to  repay  the  money  tha t  my  b ro ther -
i n - l a w ,  T e r n i  o f  M i l a n ,h a d  a d v a n c e d  t o
me ? When i t  became ev iden t  tha t  the
merchandise imported from Europe could
n o t  b e  l i q u i d a t e d  w i t h o u t  a  l o s s ,  I
w r o t e  t o  h i m  t h a t  I  w o u l d  s e t t l e  m y  d e b t
at  10% instead of  the 9% that  we had
agreed upon previously. The increase
w a s  u n s o l i c i t e d  b y  h i m .  I n  f a c t ,  a f t e r
a  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  I  h a d  r e i m -
bu rsed  h im  cap i ta l  and  i n te res t . I n
t h i s  e p i s o d e  I  h a d  p l a y e d  t h e  p a r t  o f  a
sucke r  f o r  no t  a l l ow ing  o the rs  t o  t ake
t h e  s a m e  r i s k s  a s  m y s e l f .  I  d i d  n o t
have then the business exper ience to
a c t  w i t h  m o r e  c a u t i o n .  W i t h  a l l  t h e
knowledge acquired in so many years,  I
d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  I  c o u l d  d o  b e t t e r
today. " I l  n ' a  p a s  l a  b o s s e  d e s  a f f a i r e s "
i s  hard  to  t rans la te  and  cou ld  be  app l ied
to me, even now.

W i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  I  h a d  r e s u m e d
m y  t r a v e l s  a n d  i t  t o o k  m e  a n  e n t i r e  w e e k  t o
r e a c h  m y  f r i e n d s  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  I  h a d
s t o p p e d  t o  s e l l  b a r b e r  s u p p l i e s  i n  S t a t e n
I s l a n d ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  N . J . ,  N e w a r k ,  N . J . ,
P h i l l i p s b u r g ,  N . J . ,  E a s t o n ,  P a . ,  a n d
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f inal ly  Bethlehem, Pa. ,  where my wi fe
had come by t ra in  whi le  I  had t rave led
by  f e r r y  boa t ,  t r o l l e y  ca r  and  bus  t o
reach my dest inat ion.  We expected in
tha t  season  tha t  ou r  p ro f i t s  f rom the
rea l  es ta te  bus iness were go ing to  sur -
pass those of  the year  before.

From Bethlehem our fr iends, the Lampels
and their boarders, had moved to Sus-
quehanna St ree t  in  the  ou tsk i r ts  o f
A l l en town .  I t  was  pa r t  o f  a  comp lex  o f
houses erected by the pr inc ipa ls  o f  our
f r iends and forming the nucleus of  one
fam i l y  bu i l d i ngs  as  pa r t  o f  t he  l and
they were develop ing.  Even wi th  today 's
standards they were comfortable houses
two s to r ies  h igh ,  a t tached by  a  pa i r
with ample space in between the bui ldings
of  the at tached two houses.  Each of  them
had a semi-elevated concrete basement
tha t  cou ld  be  f in i shed  up  and  f i t ted  as
a playroom. The upper  f loor  inc luded
three bedrooms with a bathroom and the
f i r s t  f l o o r  h a d  a  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  a  d i n i n g
room and a ki tchen.I t  w a s  i d e a l  f o r
mother and daughter who wished to be
neighbors and for  s ix thousand dol lars
for  each s ing le house i t  was a bargain.
Each double house had a backyard which
was general ly planted with vegetables.
A few yards back of the houses the
t ro l ley  car ,  making the run of  A l lentown,
Bethlehem and Easton, was passing by
every hour.  My wi fe was surpr ised
everyt ime the operator helped her with
the packages upon going down to the stop
near  the house;  the large c i ty  dwel lers
are not used to such courtesies.

A f t e r  a  f e w  t i m e s  I  h a d  c a l l e d  a t  e v e r y
b a r b e r s h o p  i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y ,  I  t h o u g h t
I  n e e d e d  n e w  f i e l d s  f o r  m y  a c t i v i t i e s .
T h i s  i s  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  t o  a c c o m p a n y  m y
f r i e n d s ,  H o l l a n d e r  a n d  F r i e d ,  i n  t h e i r
e r r a n d s t o  r o u n d  u p  c u s t o m e r s  f o r  l o t s
f o r  t h e  n e x t  S u n d a y .

D u r i n g  t h a t  s u m m e r

w e  t o o k  l o n g  r i d e s  a n d  S a m  H o l l a n d e r ,
w h o

w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  d r i v e  t h e  c a r ,  k e p t
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s i n g i n g  s o  a s  n o t  t o  f a l l  a s l e e p  a t  t h e
w h e e 1 .  H e  h a d  a  p o w e r f u l  t e n o r ' s  v o i c e
and  I  was  deep l y  moved  when  he  sang  "B l i ,
E l i . "  I  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  h a d
a  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  a s  a  c a n t o r  t h a n
a  r e a l  e s t a t e  s a l e s m a n .  I n  r e a c h i n g  a
t o w n  o r  a  r e m o t e  v i l l a g e  w e  w o u l d  s t o p
i n  a  s a l o o n  w h e r e  I  w o u l d  i n q u i r e  h o w
many  barbershops  were  in  town wh i le  my
f r i e n d s  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  p r o s p e c t s  f o r
t h e i r  l o t s  i n  A l l e n t o w n .  A t  t i m e s  w e
w e r e  o u t  t h e  w h o l e  w e e k ,  s t a r t i n g  e a r l y
M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  a n d  d r i v e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n
o f  W i l k e s - B a r r e ,  P a . ,  w h e r e  w e  e s t a b l i s h e d
ou r  headqua r te rs .W e  w e r e  s t a y i n g  i n  a
ho te l  whose  p ropr ie to r  was  an  Hungar ian

Jew.
He  was  a l so  the  owner  o f  a  kosher

r e s t a u r a n t  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  h o t e l .
w a s  a  p l e a s a n t ,  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s
man and  h is  res tauran t  was  the  meet ing
p lace  o f  t he  Jew ish  shopkeepers  i n  t own .
The same crowd were congregating on
Sa tu rday  n i gh t s  a t  h i s  ho te l  whe re  one
o r  t w o  p o k e r  t a b l e s  w e r e  s e t .  T h e y
s t a r t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a n d  t h e y
ceased to  p lay ear ly  on Sunday morning
when the losers  were  lament ing  the  two
hundred  o r  the  th ree  hundred  do l la rs
l o s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  w i n n e r s  w e r e  g l o a t i n g
about the amounts they had won. Sunday
morn ing was the  cu lminat ion  o f  the  week 's
work  for  us  when the prospect ive  buyers
were boarding the bus we had chartered
t o  t a k e  t h e m  f o r  f r e e  t o  v i e w  t h e  l o t s
in  A l lentown,  where they expected to
l i v e  a n d  w o r k  i n  a n  i n d e f i n i t e  d a y  i n
the  f u tu re . For some of them the
prospect  o f  remain ing miners  o f  coa l
a l l  t h e i r  l i f e  w a s  s a d .  E v e r y  o n c e  i n
awhi le  I  conv inced some I ta l ian speaking
customer to come along for  the r ide on
Sunday morning and my satisfaction was
doubled when I succeeded in making a sale.
Some had come for  a f ree r ide whi le others
we re  s i nce re l y  i n t e res ted  bu t  s t i l l
hesitant and needed more intense sales-
m a n s h i p .Every now and then Rose Lampel
'came to New York for  a v is i t  to  her
re la t i ves .  She had  a  mar r ied  s is te r
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l iv ing on the east side downtown New York
and i t  seemed to us that we had found
congenia l  f r iends,  a l though we d id  not
share  the  same re l ig ious  in te rpre ta t ions .
My Jewishness was inspired by our ancestor,
Abraham, who revolted against the barbaric
supers t i t ions o f  h is  t ime and conceived
the  i dea  o f  a  un ique  un i ve rsa l  Goa .  I
thought  then,  as  I  th ink  now,  that  mank ind
shou ld  pursue  the  task  in i t ia ted  by  h im to
d iscover  the dest iny  o f  man on th is  p lanet
in the universal scheme and the essence of
God  the  Crea to r .  My  f r i ends  re l i g ion  con-
s i s ted  o f  a  maze  o f  de ta i l s  i l l u s t r a ted  by
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r i v i a l  i n c i d e n t :  A u r e l i a
i n a d v e r t e n t l y  u s e d  a  " f l a i s s i g "  f o r k  f o r
" m e l a h i k "  f o o d . The whole thing assumed
dramatic importance because the fork belonged
to  a  se t  tha t  wou ld  be  b roken  i f  a  p iece
would  be e l iminated.  The whole  s tory
ended when the fork was buried for three
days in the garden and by this process
Kasheruth was restored in the Lampel
household.I t  s e e m e d  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e y
were  los ing  s igh t  o f  more  lo f ty  a ims.
Numerous Jews keep strictly kosher homes
whi le on the outside they are non-observants.
Some of them take the excuse that otherwise
their homes would be closed to dear persons
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o r  f r i e n d s  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s
qua lms.  I  eas i l y  unders tand  tha t  ce r ta in
persons prefer  not  to  eat  pork  for  heal th
or  d ie t  reasons,  but  what  has a fork  to
do  in  th i s  mat te r? Three thousand years
ago they were burying in the soi l  house-
ho ld  ar t ic les  to  decontaminate them.  In
th is  century  to  do  so  is  supers t i t ious
devot ion. Instead of  c leansing forks
with antiquated methods, why not teach
man to cleanse his soul in preparat ion
of universal peace? (Ve yiye adonay ahad
ou shemoh ahad.)
I  could not  vote in the e lect ion of  1928
because I was not yet an American citizen:
I was aware that a Republican administration
was elected with Hoover as president.
had promised "a chicken in every pot and
a car in every garage." A denial to these



promises was soon to occur.

As we returned home, Aurel ia and I  got
busy  a f te r  work ing  hours  in  ge t t ing
instruction of how the American system
of government funct ions in preparat ion
f o r  o u r  t e s t  f o r  c i t i z e n s h i p .  o n  t h e
day of our examination our sponsoring
witnesses were my brother-in-law, Renato,
and our  f r iend,  S imon Clarke.  I t  was
easy to  rep ly  to  the quest ions of  our
benevolent judges conducting the examin-
a t ion . The swear ing  in  o f  a l leg iance
and the  de l i ve ry  o f  our  ce r t i f i ca te  o f
c i t izenship to our  great  adopt ive
country was to take place on Januaryt o

20, 1930.

The collapse of the stock market in
October 1929 had ruined many families
and even those not directly involved
were suffering the consequences. On
every city corner one would notice a
gentleman nicely att ired offering
apples at a nickel a piece to passers-
by; they were those that had sunk their
last cent in the stock market on margin.
A few individuals confronted with poverty
committed suicide while the majority of
more hardy souls accepted their fate
with resignation and they crowded the
soup line on the Bowery. I discovered
that hard times begin at barbershops
where patrons usually generous with
gratuities in good times become stingy
when the chips are down. It became
hard work selling razors and shears
to reluctant barbers. I took advantage
of the ingenuity of my friends in
Pennsylvania by trying a new business
by selling picture enlargements. They
were old hands at it; in winter when
the real estate becomes necessarily
slow they were selling picture enlarge-
ments in places more apt to buy them.
In that period "canvassing" was the
order of the day and considering that
it was times of economic crisis,
did not do too bad. I had established
connection with a frame house in Chicago
and artists in New York who were re-
touching the enlargements. The general
public, even those gainfully employed,
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were spending their money for shelter,
food and clothing instead of wasting
their money for foolish things like
photo enlargements costing fifteen to
thirty-five dollars. Occasionally I
came across an individual who had lost
recently a dear member of his family
who had a faded photo of the departed
one, wished same restored and enlarged
with an elaborate frame. Another
opportunity for pushing a sale was the
fact that it was in style at that time
to have the enlarged picture of the
girl in her bridal attire exposed in
the living room of the house. Our best
sale was for the woman, who having eloped,
forcibly did not possess this type of
photo for her children to see. The
situation was easily remedied by including
the face features copied from a photo of
the interested party in a standard bridal
finery, veil and all. The everyday
sellers were the small stand photos under
cellophane manufactured by a Mr. Licker,
who had a factory in the Bowery. The
selling price was five dollars. An
elaborate catalogue and a few samples
were our tools of the trade.

I n  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  I d a  M o d i a n o ,  t h e  w i d o w
o f  m y  c o u s i n ,  J a c q u e s  B e n u s i g l i o ,  w a s
m a r r i e d  t o  A l b e r t  M e n a c h e ,  w h o s e  f a m i l y
w a s  v e r y  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  m e  f r o m  S a l o n i c a ,
w h o  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s
i n  M e x i c o . I d a  h a d  l e f t  h e r  t w o  c h i l d r e n
b y  h e r  f i r s t  h u s b a n d ,  C a r m e n  a n d  S a m ,  i n
c h a r g e  o f  h e r  s i s t e r ,  L u c i a ,  a n d  h e r
h u s b a n d ,  V i c t o r  C a s s u t o .  W e  h a d  o u r  p a r t
c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  t w o  l i t t l e  o n e s  b e f o r e
t h e y  w e n t  t o  M e x i c o  w h e r e  A l b e r t  M e n a c h e
a d o p t e d  a n d  c a r e d  f o r  t h e m  a s  i f  t h e y
w e r e  h i s  o w n .

T h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  c r a s h  h a d  w o r l d w i d e
r e p e r c u s s i o n s  a n d  i t  c a u s e d  a  d i s a s t r o u s

f a l l  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  s i l k .
Some  cocoon

m e r c h a n t s  w h o  h a d  o v e r  e x t e n d e d  t h e m s e l v e s
b y  a c q u i r i n g  m e r c h a n d i s e  w i t h  b o r r o w e d
f u n d s  w e r e  r u i n e d .  M y  f a t h e r ,  w h o  h a d
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bought some cocoons in Broussa,  Turkey,
wh i l e  t he  marke t  i n  M i l an  was  a t  140
l i r e  p e r  k g . ,  r e f u s e d  t o  s e l l  a t  1 3 0
l i r e . F o l l o w i n g  t h e  m o t t o  o f  m y  G r a n d -
fa ther  Sapor ta  that  the mouth  who had
u t t e r e d  " n o "  s h a l l  q u i c k l y  s a y  " y e s "
when the  ch ips  are  down,  so ld  h is  mer -
c h a n d i s e  a t  8 0  l i r e  p e rk g . ,  s u s t a i n i n g
a  b ig  loss  bu t  i t  was  h is  own money .
Some of  h is  compet i tors  eventua l ly  so ld
a t  3 0  l i r e  p e r  k g . ,  s e e i n g  t h e i r  c a p i t a l
d isappear and remain ing in  debt .

We had received news of  the b i r th  o f
Danie l ,  the second son o f  my s is ter ,
Ju l i e ,  and  Sa lomon .  My  s i s te r ,  A l l eg ra ,
had marr ied El ico Haim; their  marr iage
arranged by a broker (shadheen) was a
very happy one. They were of compatible
characters and they loved each other
dearly.

My brother, Sem, working in a kibutz near
Petach Tikvah in Palestine, had married a
gir l ,  Esther Mondry, working in the same
k ibu tz .  My  fa the r  i n  tha t  pe r iod  had
gone to Palestine to see how his son
there was faring. My brother had adopted
the hard l i fe  o f  a  p ioneer  (ha lu tz)  and
my father immediately advanced to him
the five hundred pounds necessary to
acquire an orange grove when Sem expressed
the desire to buy five dounams of land
that he and his wi fe could cul t ivate.
Af ter  a certa in t ime of  wai t ing he got
impat ien t  fo r  no t  ge t t ing  t i t l e  to  the
property and he returned the five hundred
pounds to our father. I t  wou ld  have  been
a satisfactory deal i f  the land would have
been acquired; the parcel was located in
Ramat Gan andof money. is worth today a big chunk

*  *  *

T h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  i n  S a l o n i c a  w h o  h a d  s o l d
t o  m y  f a t h e r  t w o  l o t s  o f  r u g s ,  t h o u g h t
t h a t  a n y o n e  i n  A m e r i c a  c o u l d  h a n d l e  t h e
s a l e  o f  O r i e n t a l  c a r p e t s .

H e  s h i p p e d
s o m e  r u g s  t o  a  f r i e n d  w h o  h a d  a  r e s t a u r a n t
i n  Y o u n g s t o w n ,  O h i o .

.  T h e  m a n ,  b u s y  i n
h i s  r e s t a u r a n t ,  c o u l d  n o t  s e l l  t h i s  t y p eo f  m e r c h a n d i s e

a n d  o n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f r o m
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his friend he shipped the lot to me in
New York. The cost of the carpets was
burdened by the shipping expenses to
Youngstown back and forth. A couple
years before I had sold the last of my
carpets at a loss and I did not want to
be burdened with extra work by selling
them at retail and I simply put the lot
at the semi-monthly trade auction. The
results were not satisfactory at all to
the exporter.

*  *  *

My father af ter giv ing three thousand
ster l ing pounds for  a dowry to my sister ,
Allegra, withdrew five thousand more from
his  par tnersh ip  wi th  h is  brother ,  David,
in Smyrna, to work independentlyi n
Is tanbul  but  wi thout  s ign ing any inst ru-
ment showing that the partnership was
dissolved. Many years before they d id
not sign any papers showing they had be-

the partnershhey dide-

come partners; i t  was general rout ine not
to sign any document between brothers.

*  * *

M y  m o t h e r  j o i n e d  m y  f a t h e r  i n  I s t a n b u l
w h e r e  h e  d i d  s o m e  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n s
i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  O m e r  L u t f i .

T h e

s e v e r e  p o l i c i e s  o f  I z z e t  P a s h a  w e r e  i n
v i g o r  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  a n d  i t  w a s  b e t t e r
f o r  a  J e w  t o  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  T u r k ,
a l t h o u g h  h e  e x p o r t e d  c o c o o n s  f r o m  B r o u s s a

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  ?
M y  U n c l e  D a v i d  i n  I z m i r

( S m y r n a  w a s  c a l l e d  I z m i r  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d )
f o l l o w e d  u p  h i s  t r a d e  a n d  w a s  a s s o c i a t e d
i n  s o m e  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s o n s  o f  S a i d  B e y

w h o  h a d  d i e d .

* *

S i n c e  t h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  c r a s h  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e
s a l e s  h a d  b e c o m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  s p r i n g ,
A u r e l i a  a n d  I  l e f t  N e w  Y o r k  f o r  A l l e n t o w n
a n d  i t  w a s  o c c a s i o n a l  f o r  m e

t o  g e t  a  c a l l

f r o m  m y  f r i e n d s ,  F r i e d  a n d  H o l l a n d e r ,
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because they spot ted an I ta l ian prospect
requir ing my at tent ion.  They were cover ing
a ter r i to ry  ex tend ing f rom Al lentown to
Scranton and I  was travel ing with them
in  the i r  ca r .  They  wou ld  s top  in  a  town
and while they were canvassing for pros-
pec ts  fo r  l o ts ,  I  was  work ing  se l l i ng
barber suppl ies.  Hard t imes were pre-
vailing but I managed to cover my expenses
and I was eagerly waiting tor the week-end
to join my wife in Al lentown. Sometimes
we were successful in rounding up a busload
of customers who asked to view the lots
they were buying, but since the stock
market crash the sales became more and
more d i f f icu l t .

*  *  *

I  w a s  a  h e a v y  s m o k e r  o f  I t a l i a n  c i g a r s
t h a t  w e r e  s o l d  i n  v e r y  f e w  s t o r e s ;  o n e
o f  t h e m  w a s  l o c a t e d  n e a r  o u r  h o t e l  i n
W i l k e s  B a r r e .  O n e  e v e n i n g  I  w e n t  i n
t h e r e  f o r  m y  w e e k l y  s u p p l y  o f  c i g a r s
a n d  I  w a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  A l  F r i e d .  I
n o t i c e d  s o m e  n o i s e s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e
r e a r  o f  t h e  s t o r e  a n d  m y  f r i e n d  e x p l a i n e d
t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  r e t a i l  t o b a c c o  b u s i n e s s
w a s  a  f r o n t  f o r  a  g a m b l i n g  j o i n t . O u t
o f  c u r i o s i t y  w e  s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t
l a r g e  r o o m .  I  n e v e r  h a d  s e e n  s o  m a n y
p e o p l e  a s s e m b l e d  a n d  i n t e n t  t o  d e p r i v e
e a c h  o t h e r  o f  t h e i r  m o n e y ;  t h e y  w e r e
s h o o t i n g  d i c e  o n  a  d e e p  p o o l  t a b l e . I
i n q u i r e d  f r o m  m y  f r i e n d  h o w  t h e  g a m e
w a s  p l a y e d  a n d  h e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  b e s t
w a y  t o  f i n d  o u t  w a s  b y  r i s k i n g  a  d o l l a r
i n  i t .  T h e  g a m b l i n g  b u g  e x i s t s  a l m o s t
i n  e v e r y  p e r s o n ;  a t  t h e  w i n k  o f  a n  e y e
I  h a d  l o s t  m y  d o l l a r .  I  s h o u l d  h a v e
s t o p p e d  b u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c u p e r a t e  m y
l o s s  I  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y . M y  s a l e s
t h a t  d a y  w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  g o o d ,
a m o u n t i n g  t o  s e v e n t y  d o l l a r s ,  b u t  l a d y
l u c k  c o u l d  n o t  t u r n  t h e  d i c e  i n  m y  f a v o r
and  when  I  had  exhaus ted  my  day ' s  rece ip t s
I  s t o p p e d  p l a y i n g . N o w  I  t h a n k  G o d  f o r
h a v i n g  l o s t  t h a t  d a y ;  I  n e v e r  s h o t  d i c e
a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  t i m e .

A  f e w  w e e k s  l a t e r  i t  w a s  t h e  t u r n  o f
J a c o b  L a m p e l  t o  t r y  h i s  l u c k  a t  t h e
p o k e r  t a b l e  a t  o u r  h o t e l  o n  a  S a t u r d a y
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night.
He  kep t  on  d igg ing  in  h is  b i l l f o ld

for new money and when he lost his last
dollar he had on him, he gave up. Then
it was the turn of Sam Hollander, who
thought he could easily recuperate the
losses of  his brother- in- law. Within
the hour he had exhausted his available
cash. Al Fried was reputed to be a
shrewd poker player and he took a hand
a t  i t .B y  t h e  f i r s t  l i g h t  o f  t h e
morning he had lost his available cash
also; lady luck was not favorable to
them in  th is  fa te fu l  n ight .  In  a  s tup id
way they had gambled all their available
cash and they did not feel anymore to
assemble the prospective customers to
f i l l  up the bus that  was to take al l  of
us to Allentown. Instead, Hollander,
silently driving his car, took us home.
The ladies who were expecting a busload
of thirty or forty prospective customers
were surprised to see the gloomy faces
of the four of  us.  I  explained in secret
to Aurelia the happenings of the previous
night and by the afternoon Rose Lampel
knew the cause of the ruined Sunday.

*  *  *

T h e  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  h a d  a c c e n t u a t e d  t h a t
s u m m e r  a n d  t h e  c o a l  r e g i o n  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a
w a s  b a d l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  i t .

T h e  g e n e r a l

s t o r e s  i n  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  s e l l i n g  o n  c r e d i t
b a r e  n e c e s s i t i e s  t o  t r u s t e d  c u s t o m e r s .
T h o s e  g a i n f u l l y  e m p l o y e d  w e r e  c a r e f u l  n o t
t o  w a s t e  a n y  m o n e y ;  e v e n  t o  s a v e  o n  f o o d
w a s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .  T h e  o l d e s t  o f
t h e  L a m p e l  c h i l d r e n  w a s  c a n v a s s i n g  f a m i l i e s
t a k i n g  o r d e r s  f o r  a  c o n c e r n  i n  Z a m e s v i l l e ,

O h i o ,
s e l l i n g  d i r e c t  f o o d  t o  c o n s u m e r s .

T h i s
f o o d  c o u l d  b e  b o u g h t  a t  t h e  c o r n e r

g r o c e r y  s t o r e  b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  f i g u r e d  o u t
t h a t  a  p e n n y  s a v e d  w a s  a  p e n n y  e a r n e d .

*  *  *

A l  F r i e d  h a d  a n  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  w h o  w a s
l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  D e t r o i t ,  M i c h .
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I n  t h e  f a l l  c a m e  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  j o i n
t h e m  i n  t a k i n g  o r d e r s  f o r  p i c t u r e  e n -
l a r g e m e n t s .  T h e y  w e r e  t o  d r i v e  t o
D e t r o i t  w h e r e  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  t o  t a k e  o r d e r s
b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s .  I  w a s  t o  g o  c a n v a s s i n g
w i t h  t h e m  a n d  R o s e  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  f o r m  a
s e p a r a t e  t e a m  w i t h  A u r e l i a .  T h e  p r o p o -
s i t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o f i t s
5 0 %  f o r  t h e m  a n d  5 0 %  f o r  m e .  I  w a s
a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r  F r i e d  w a s  a
w e a l t h y  m a n  a n d  h e  w a s  t o  h a v e  a  s h a r e
i n  t h e i r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s . I
p r e f e r r e d  t h e n  t o  w o r k  o n  a  s t r a i g h t
s a l a r y  b a s i s  a n d  m y  f r i e n d s  a g r e e d .
T h e y  f i x e d  m y  s a l a r y  a t  t i t t y  d o l l a r s
p e r  w e e k  a n d  A u r e l i a ' s  a t  t h i r t y - f i v e ;
I  w a s  t o  r e c e i v e  a  g o l d  c o i n  o f  f i v e
d o l l a r s  i n  t h o s e  w e e k s  I  w o u l d  r e a c h
a  c e r t a i n  q u o t a : W e  s t a r t e d  t h e  d r i v e
t o w a r d  D e t r o i t  i n  r a i n y  f a l l  w e a t h e r .
W e  s t o p p e d  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  t o  v i s i t  a
c o u s i n  o f  A l  F r i e d  i n  D o n o r a ,  P a .  H e
w a s  a  p r o s p e r o u s  w h o l e s a l e  b u t c h e r  a n d
h e  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  o f f e r e d  u s  l a v i s h
h o s p i t a l i t y .  W e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s t a y  o n l y
o v e r n i g h t ;  w e  w e r e  t h e r e  i n s t e a d  f o r
f o u r  d a y s  s i n g i n g  a n d  d a n c i n g  t h e
c h a r d a z  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t
o f  S a m  H o l l a n d e r  w i t h  S a r a h ,  t h e  e l d e s t
d a u g h t e r  o f  o u r  h o s t .  S h e  w a s  a  n i c e
i n t e l l i g e n t  g i r l  a n d  a l l  o f  u s  w e r e
g r a t i f i e d  o f  t h i s  o u t c o m e  o f  o u r  v i s i t
w h e n  w e  r e s u m e d  o u r  t r i p  t o w a r d  D e t r o i t .
The wedding was p lannedf o r  a f t e r  o u r
r e t u r n  t r i p : W e  w e r e  e l e v e n  w e e k s  i n
D e t r o i t  d u r i n g  w h i c h  I  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e
w h o  w e r e  b u y i n g  o u r  p i c t u r e  e n l a r g e m e n t s .
I  f o u n d  o u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n i m a t e d  w i t h
n o b l e  s e n t i m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  w i t h  s o r d i d
f e e l i n g s . I  d i d  l i k e  t h e  p o o r  M e x i c a n
w h o  h a v i n g  l o s t  h i s  f a t h e r  r e c e n t l y
e x p r e s s e d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  h i s  t r a i t s
r e t o u c h e d  o u t  o f  a  f a d e d  s m a l l  p i c t u r e .
I  w a s  r e w a r d e d  i n  m y  e f f o r t s  t o  p l e a s e
h i m  w h e n  I  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  t o
s e e  h i s  r a d i a n t  f a c e .  T h i s  w a s  f i l i a l
l o v e  a t  i t s  b e s t .  I  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e
woman who,  hav ing  e loped ,  wan ted  to  have
h e r  p i c t u r e  i n  t h e  m o s t
b r i d a l  a t t i r e .

f a s h i o n a b l e
T h i s  w a s  e a s i l y  d o n e  a n d

rep resen ted  t o  me  a  g ross  decep t i on .
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when we re tu rned  home we were  f i ve  hundred
d o l l a r s  r i c h e r  b u t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n
b e t t e r  h a d  w e  a c c e p t e d  t o  w o r k  i n  p a r t n e r -
s h i p  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s .  T h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  w a s
marked  by  co l d  wea the r  and  i t  was  two  days
be fo re  ch r i s tmas  and  th rough  the  w indows
o f  t h e  b u s  w e  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e
f a n t a s t i c a l l y  i l l u m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y
o f  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s .

D u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w i n t e r  i t  w a s  a
s t r u g g l e  t o  s e l l  b a r b e r  s u p p l i e s  t o  i m -
p o v e r i s h e d  r e l u c t a n t  b a r b e r s .  T h e  c i t y
had numerous salesmen who were of fer ing
t h e  s a m e  a r t i c l e s  a t  c u t t h r o a t  p r i c e s .
I  f i g u r e d  t h a t  c o m p e t i t i o n  o u t  o f  t o w n
w o u l d  n o t  b e  s o  k e e n .  I  l e f t  N e w  Y o r k
on  Monday  morn ing  and  re tu rn ing  genera l l y
o n  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  a f t e r  c o v e r i n g  a
t e r r i t o r y  u p  t o  A l b a n y .  M y  e x p e n s e s  f o r
h o t e l s  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s  d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  m e
to  come home w i th  a  decen t  week ly  sa la ry .
O n e  c o u l d  l i v e  v e r y  c h e a p l y  i n  t h o s e  d a y s
when eggs were  a  penny a  p iece  and f i sh
w a s  t h r e e  l b s .  f o r  a  d i m e .  E v e r y t i m e  I
p a i d  t h e  r e n t  t o  m y  l a n d l o r d ,  h e  l o w e r e d
i t  b y  o n e  d o l l a r  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  k e e p
r e l i a b l e  t e n a n t s .  A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  m o v e d
i n  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  I  w a s  p a y i n g  t h i r t y -
e i g h t  d o l l a r s  r e n t ;  b y  t h e  t i m e  w e  w e r e
mov ing  ou t ,  r en ta l  was  reduced  to  twen ty -
t h r e e .  W e  d i d  n o t  f a r e  t o o  b a d  b u t  t h e
whole  count ry 's  a tmosphere  spe l led
d e p r e s s i o n .  W i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  s p r i n g
I  d e c i d e d  t o  c o v e r  m o r e  t e r r i t o r y  a n d
Sam Hol lander,  who had marr ied already,
t o o k  h i s  b r i d e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r ' s

Our  rea l  es ta te
b u s i n e s  v a s y  t o  m a k e  i  h i t W e  t r i e d

another  k ind  o f  par tnersh ip  w i th  Sam
Ho l l ande r .  He  was  d r i v i ng  t he  ca r  w i t h
a  f u l l  l i n e  o f  b a r b e r s '  s u p p l i e s  t o
which we added cut lery  for  butchers;
c l e a v e r s ,  k n i v e s ,  e t c .M y  b e s t  s e l l e r
was a razor, my own import from Solingen,
Germany, branded "square deal" fol lowing
my name.  A l l  these g immicks  served l i t t le
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b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  w a s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p a r t
w i th  h i s  money . o n  a  c e r t a i n  F r i d a y
m o r n i n g  w e  d e c i d e d  w i t h  H o l l a n d e r  t h a t
o n  t h i s  w e e k - e n d  w e  w o u l d  n o t  r e t u r n
home to  A l len town. w e  i n t e n d e d  t o  v i s i t
N iagara  Fa l ls  on  Saturday  and Sunday and
to resume our  work  Monday morn ing in
B u f f a l o ,  N . Y .  o n  t h a t  F r i d a y  s a l e s  w e r e
d i f f i c u l t  i n  R o c h e s t e r ,  N . Y .  a n d  b y  e v e n i n g
we had changed our  p lans ;  my f r iend was
a n x i o u s  t o  j o i n  h i s  b r i d e  o f  a  f e w  w e e k s
a n d  I  w a s  n o  l e s s  a n x i o u s  t o  j o i n  m y  w i f e
o f  a  few  yea rs . T o  e v e r y o n e ' s  s u r p r i s e
w e  w e r e  h o m e  F r i d a y  n i g h t  l a t e  a f t e r  a
f a s t  d r i v e  o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  m i l e s . W e
kept  on  work ing  fo r  a  coup le  more  weeks
du r ing  wh ich  I  kep t  on  obse rv ing  the
re l i g i ous  behav io r  o f  my  pa r t ne r  eve ry
morning. In  ou r  ho te l  room he  wou ld
a t t a c h  h i s  p h i l a c t e r i e s  t o  h i s  a r m  a n d
t h e  l i t t l e  s q u a r e  b o x  o n  h i s  f o r e f r o n t
r e c i t i n g  h i s  p r a y e r s .  I  w a s  p o n d e r i n g
that  an indiv idual  so assiduous communing
wi th h is  God must  be basica l ly  a good man.
I was assai led by numerous thoughts on
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  m a i n l y  t h a t
man i fes ta t ions  l i ke  da i l y  p rayers  was  a
cons tan t  reminder  o f  ou r  anc ien t  fa i th .
What would have occurred i f  every Jew
was devo id  o f  any  ex ter io r  s ign  tha t
d is t ingu ish  us  f rom o ther  re l ig ions?
Sure ly  in  the course of  centur ies we
would have been engulfed by more mil i tant
f a i t h s . I t  i s  b y  k e e p i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,
l i ke  Sam Hol lander ,  tha t  Juda ism s t i l l
e x i s t s  t o d a y .  I t  w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  I
had doubts as to the wisdom of my father
for  no t  hav ing h is  ch i ld ren ra ised up
wi th  a  t rad i t iona l  Jewish  educat ion .
Once we took a ride with Rose Lampel to
A t l a n t i c  C i t y  t o  v i s i t  h e r  b r o t h e r  c a n t o r
who was vacat ioning there wi th h is wi fe.
we found h im wi th h is  " ta leth"  cover ing
his  head and par t  o f  h is  body and rec i t ing
h is  morn ing  prayers .  I t  was not  an  ex-
pected v is i t  and I  had no doubts  o f  h is
deep seated rel ig ious feel ings and not a
professional requirement.  They had a
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y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  w h o  h a d  a  g r o c e r y  s t o r e
i n  C a m d e n ,  N . J .  H e  w a s  b u s y  s e r v i n g
c u s t o m e r s  o n  S a t u r d a y .  W a s  h e  a  l e s s
w o r t h y  m a n  f o r  t h i s ? I  w o u l d  s a y  a n
e m p h a t i c  n o  t o  t h i s  b e c a u s e  I  k n e w  h i m
a s  a  r e a l  h o n e s t  p e r s o n . The Jewish
z e a l o t s  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  l a w
o f  t h e  r e s t i n g  o n  S a t u r d a y ;  a  l a w  t h a t
w a s  g o o d  t o  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  f o r
p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t
n o t  f o r  t o d a y ' s  J e w s  w h o  a r e  s c a t t e r e d
a l l  o v e r  t h e  g l o b e .

H o l l a n d e r  r e c a l l e d  b y  h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w
t o  D o n o r a  l e f t  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  f o r  a  m o r e
s e t t l e d  l i f e . we  supposed  t hen  t o  he lp
h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  i n  h i s  w h o l e s a l e  m e a t
b u s i n e s s . w i t h  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  n o b o d y
w a s  l e f t  t o  d r i v e  t h e  c a r  b u t  B e r n a r d
S h o n f e l d ,  w h o  p r e f e r r e d  t o  w o r k  a l o n e .
A  p e r i o d  o f  s t a g n a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  b y
b u s ,t r a i n  a n d  f e r r y b o a t  I  k e p t  o n  g o i n g
i n  p a r t s  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  N e w  J e r s e y  a n d
N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e ,  w o r k i n gh a r d  t o  s e l l
b a r b e r  s u p p l i e s . T h i si s  h o w  I  b e c a m e
a c q u a i n t e d  i n  m a n y  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  E a s t
C o a s t  o f  A m e r i c a , i n c l u d i n g  W a s h i n g t o n ,
D . C .  b u t  t o  n o  a v a i l ;  I  h a r d l y  c o v e r e d
m y  t r a v e l i n g  e x p e n s e s . I n  t h e  c o u r s e
o f  m y  t r a v e l s  I  o v e r h e a r d  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n
i n  t h e  k o s h e r  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  W i l k e s  B a r r e
o f  t h e  p r o b a b l e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  p a y m e n t s
t o  d e p o s i t o r s  o f  t h e  B a n k  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  i n  N e w  Y o r k .

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n -
v e n i e n c e  I  w a s  k e e p i n g  s o m e  s a v i n g s  t h e r e
i n  a  j o i n t  a c c o u n t  w i t h  A u r e l i a .

A  b ranch

o f  t h i s  b a n k  w a s  l o c a t e d  a t  1 1 6 t h  S t r e e t ,
c o r n e r  o f  M a d i s o n  A v e n u e  a l m o s t  o p p o s i t e

t o  o u r  h o u s e .
T h i s  w a s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l

c e n t e r  o f  t h e  S e p h a r d i c  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
New York  and  many  o f  my  compa t r i o t s  kep t
t h e i r  s a v i n g s  a t  t h i s  b a n k .

I  w r o t e  t o

A u r e l i a  t o  d i s c r e e t l y  w i t h d r a w  o u r  s a v i n g s
and  depos i t  t he  same  amoun t  a t  t he  Bowery
S a v i n g s  B a n k .  M y  w i f e  t h o u g h t  o f  r e f e r r i n g
t h e  m a t t e r  t o  o u r  f r i e n d ,  A l v o ,  w h o  a d v i s e d
h e r  t h a t  I  w a s  a  p e s s i m i s t  a n d  s u c h  a  b a n k
w o u l d  n e v e r  b e t r a y  i t s  d e p o s i t o r s .  U p o n
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a r r i v i n g  i n  N e w  Y o r k  I  w a s  p u t  t o
r i d i c u l e  b y  m y  f r i e n d s  w h o  c l a i m e d
t h a t  m y  f e a r s  w e r e  w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n
a n d  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  s a v e  m y  m e a g e r
s a v i n g s  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  w i t h o u t  f e a r s
f o r  t h e i r  m o n e y  a m o u n t i n g  t o  t h o u s a n d s
o f  d o l l a r s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  b a n k .
J u s t  f o l l o w i n g  m y  i n s t i n c t  I  w i t h d r e w
m y  s a v i n g s  b u t  A u r e l i a  i n s i s t e d  I  s h o u l d
l e a v e  t w o  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  i n  t h i s  a c c o u n t .
O n  o n e  m o r n i n g  n o t  l a t e  a f t e r  t h a t  a s  I
w a s  o p e n i n g  t h e  s h a d e s  o f  o u r  l i v i n g  r o o m
I  s a w  a  l i n e  o f  p e o p l e  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e
o p p o s i t e  s i d e w a l k .  T h e y  h a d  s t o o d  t h e r e
a l l  n i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e i r
m o n e y  a t  t h i s  b a n k .  J u s t  a s  h a d  p r e d i c t e d
y o u  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  a n x i o u s  f a c e s  o f  t h e
p e o p l e  f o r m i n g  t h e  q u e u e  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t o r s .
I  r e f r a i n e d  t e l l i n g  A u r e l i a  " I  t o l d  y o u  s o "
b u t  m y  l a u g h i n g  e x p r e s s e d  m y  f e e l i n g s .
E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  b a n k  p a i d  u p ,  i n  s i x  y e a r s ,
a l m o s t  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  i t s  d e p o s i t s .
I t  w a s  r u m o r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  s o m e
i m p o r t a n t  b a n k e r s  d i d  n o t  l i k e  a  b a n k
founded by a Jew and managed by Jews
to  bea r  t he  name  o f  Bank  o f  t he  Un i t ed
Sta tes . H o w  m u c h  t r u t h  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h i s
a l l e g a t i o n ,  n o b o d y  w i l l  e v e r  k n o w .  T h e
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e p o s i t o r s  w e r e  p a i d  a l m o s t
t h e  t o t a l  o f  t h e i r  c r e d i t  a t  a  t i m e  o f  a
g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  i s  p r o o f  e n o u g h  t h a t  t h e
bank was solvent and wel l  managed.

* * *
I  hea rd  many  t imes  t he  o l d  say ing  t ha t
fo r  your  house ,  your  mount  and  your  w i fe ,
you do not  need a  par tner .M y  f a t h e r
was carefu l  a lways when of  necess i ty  he
made deals in associat ion wi th someone
e lse  how to  te rm ina te  the  pa r tne rsh ip .
A t  t he  end  o f  h i s  ca ree r  he  f o rgo t  wha t
he had preached to us.
and  he  bu i l t  ano ther  one  in  pa r tne rsh ipHe bought  a  house
wi th  Jacob Beress i .  He was a  ju te  merchanto f  Sa lon ica  who in
invo lved wi th  my brother- in- law,  Leonthe  l as t  f ew  yea rs  was
Recanat i ,  in  a  few deals .

Th i s was recom-menda t ion  enough  as  to  h i s  re l i ab i l i t y .
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He was fundamentally an honest person
but other factors come into play in a
partnership. After past many years the
association still exist between the
children and grandchildren. It seems
impossible to untie the gordian knot.
How simple it would have been, if
initially, each one would have bought
separately his own house in 1931 instead
of buying two buildings in partnership.

e f f o r t s  t o  t o p  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e p r e s s i o n  i n
t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I  h a d  t o  h u r r y  b e f o r e
s p e n d i n g  m y  l a s t  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .

T h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  o u r  s t a y  i n  t h i s
c o u n t r y  m y  w i f e  a n d  I  l i v e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y
i n  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  A l l e n t o w n  i n  f u t i l e  e f f o r t s
t o  m a k e  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e a l s .  T h e  g e n e r a l
p u b l i c  d i d  n o t  s e e m  i n c l i n e d  t o  i n v e s t
m o n e y .  T h o s e  w h o  h a d  l i q u i d  a s s e t s  w e r e
n o t  t h e  k i n d  t o  b u y  l o t s  f r o m  u s ;  t h e y
h a d  m o r e  d i r e c t  w a y s  h o w  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e
o f  t h e  l o w  p r e v a i l i n g  p r i c e s  t h a t  p r o v e d
t o  b e  a  b o n a n z a  a f t e r  a  f e w  y e a r s .

*  *  *

I n  M a y  1 9 3 2  w e  w e r e  p r e p a r i n g  a l r e a d y  t o
j o i n  m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  b r o t h e r s

?  i n  T e l  A v i v

w h e n  b y  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  i n  a  n i c e  d a y  o f
s p r i n g  w e  r e c e i v e d  a  t e l e g r a m  e n j o i n i n g
u s  t o  g o  t o  B r o o k l y n  t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f
A u r e l i a ' s  b r o t h e r ,  R e n a t o .  I n  t h o s e
d a y s  v e r y  f e w  p e o p l e  h a d  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e
o f  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  a t  h o m e  a n d  t h i s  t e r s e
t e l e g r a m  s p e l l e d  b a d  n e w s  f o r  u s .

We

t o o k  t h e  s u b w a y  a n d  a r r i v i n g  i n  B r o o k l y n
w e  m e t  M a r y ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t  s i s t e r  o f  L e d a ,

m y  s i s t e r - i n - l a w .
S h e  w a s  c r y i n g  a n d

a l l  s h e  c o u l d  u t t e r  w a s :  " E  m o r t o  T e s o r o "
( T e s o r o  i s  d e a d  ) .  A u r e l i a ,  u p o n  h e a r i n g
t h i s  n e w s ,  u t t e r e d  s u c h  a  s c r e a m  t h a t
t h e  m o t o r m a n  f e a r i n g  a n  a c c i d e n t  s t o p p e d

t h e  t r a i n .
A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  h o u s e  w e

f o u n d  L e d a  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c r y i n g  a n d
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b e t w e e n  o n e  s o b  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  s h e
e x p l a i n e d  t o  u s  w h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e
t h e y  h a d  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  T h e y  w e r e
m e m b e r s  o f  a n  I t a l i a n  s o c i a l  c l u b  a n d
f r o m  t h e i r  t a b l e  t h e y  w e r e  q u i e t l y
w a t c h i n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  p e o p l e  d a n c e .
w a s  a  t e e t o t a l e r  a n d  u s u a l l y  w h e n  o t h e r s
d r a n k  w i n e  w i t h  t h e i r  m e a l s  h e  t o o k  a

s i p  o f  w a t e r .
He  was  a  robus t  man  and

occas iona l l y  when in  company  he  was
s h o w i n g  h i s  s t r e n g t h  b y  s p l i t t i n g  a
w a l n u t  u s i n g  h i s  i n d e x  f i n g e r  a s  a
h a m m e r .  T h e y  r e t i r e d  b e f o r e  m i d n i g h t
a n d  b y  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  s h e  h e a r d  a  s o u n d
c o m i n g  f r o m  h i s  d i r e c t i o n ;  s h e  t h o u g h t
n o t h i n g  o f  i t  b u t  w i t h  t h a t  s o u n d  h e
w a s  d e a d  o f  a n g i n a  p e c t o r i s .  B y  s i x
o ' c l o c k ,  t h e i r  u s u a l  w a k e  u p  t i m e ,  L e d a
t r ied  to  wake  h im up  bu t  he  was  beyond
a n y  c a l l ,  s l e e p i n g  t o  e t e r n i t y . He
h a d  d i e d  i n  h i s  s l e e p  l e a v i n g  h i s  w i f e
a n d  s i x  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d
c o m f o r t .  A t  t h i s  m o m e n t ,  a f t e r  f o r t y -
s i x  yea rs  f r om h i s  dea th ,  h i s  w idow
and  h is  ch i l d ren  cher i sh  h i s  memory  to
t h e  p o i n t  o f  v e n e r a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  a g e
o f  skep t i c i sm they  l i ke  to  remember
the i r  fa ther  and  h is  good deeds  a l though
h is  o ldes t  daughte r  was  four teen  and  h is
youngest son was f ive years old when he

I  knew him as a rugged man but
under this appearance he concealed a
tender heart  and a generous character.
He had h is  reward  a f te r  h is  dea th  o f
hav ing  a  l ov i ng  w i f e ,  ch i l d ren ,  g rand -
chi ldren and great grandchi ldren who

*

A f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  U . S . A . ,
o u r  a i m  w a s  t o  j o i n  o u r  f a m i l y  i n  P a l e s t i n e .
D e c e i v e d  i n  o u r  a m b i t i o n  t o  b e  f i n a n c i a l l y
i n d e p e n d e n t ,  w e  r e l i e d  n o w  i n  f a m i l y  c o -
h e s i o n  f o r  m o r e  c h a n c e s  o f  a t t a i n i n g
success. I  g a v e  u p  o u r  a p a r t m e n t  a t  1 1 6 t h
S t r e e t ;  a t  t h e  t i m e  I  h a d  r e n t e d  i t  i n
1 9 2 7  I  w a s  p a y i n g  t h i r t y - e i g h t  d o l l a r s
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ren t  a  mon th ,  wh i l e  i n  June  1932  I  pa id
o n l y  t w e n t y - t h r e e ,  a n d  i f  I  w o u l d  s t a y
t h e  l a n d l o r d  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  r e d u c e  t h e
r e n t a l  s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i v e
yea rs  we  we re  l i v i ng  t he re  t he  bu i l d i ng
had been improved wi th  cent ra l  s team heat .
I f  t h i s  i s  n o t  p r o o f  e n o u g h  o f  h a r d  t i m e s ,
I  w i l l  m e n t i o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s i n g e r
sewing machine I  had acqui red a t  n inety
d o l l a r s ,  I  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  s e l l  f o r  m o r e
t h a n  t h r e e  d o l l a r s .  A  r a d i o  t h a t  I  h a d
bought  a couple years before at  two hundred
d o l l a r s ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  s e l l  a t  a l l  a n d  I  g a v e
i t  as  a  p resen t  t o  my  f r i ends  and  ne ighbors ,
the  Cassu tos .  F ina l l y  my  fa the r  gave  me
the  s igna l  t ha t  I  shou ld  j o in  my  two  younger
b ro the rs  i n  Te l  Av i v  where  they  were  t r y ing
t o  s u c c e e d  i n  a t t a i n i n g  a  p o s i t i o n  i n

bus iness.

In  t h i s  backg round  o f  economic  c r i s i s  i n
July  1932 we le f t  New York on the "Europa"
which was the newest  passenger ship af loat .
we had a t ravel ing companion,A l b e r t  E z r a t t y ,

a  ne ighbor  o f  ours  who was go ing to  Par is
t o  v i s i t  t w o  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r s . The passage
New York -Ja f fa  cos t  n ine ty  do l la rs  inc lud ing
t h e  t r i p  T r i e s t e - J a f f a  o n  a  s h i p  o f  t h e
L loyd  T r ies t i no .  We took  advan tage  o f
th i s  l a te  Ju l y  pe r iod  when  mos t  o f  Au re l i a ' s
s i s t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f a m i l i e s  w e r e
at  Cav i  d i  Lavagna to  jo in  them there  and
spend a week with them at the seashore.
In 1932 the beach was not crowded and the
v i l l age  l acked  the  amen i t i es  o f  t oday .
Dur ing the week of  our  s tay a t  Cav i  we
s lep t  now a t  the  house o f  one o f  the
s is te rs  and then in  the  house o f  another

s i s t e r .
G ino  and Mar tha  Tern i  were  the

o n l y  o n e s  n o t  t o  b e  t h e r e  a n d ,  i f  I
remember wel l ,  they were vacat ioning at
the beaches near Ancona. In those days
we put  as ide our  worr ies of  what  the
fu tu re  was  reserv ing  fo r  us  and  in  th is
we were  in f luenced by  the  gay sp i r i t  o f
our brothers- in- law who were not af fected
by the depress ion.  I t  was the heydays o f
Musso l in i  who was lu l l ing  the major i ty  o f
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t h e  I t a l i a n s  w i t h  d r e a m s  o f  " i m p e r o "
t h a t  l e d  h i m  t o  c o n q u e r  E t h i o p i a  a n d
e v e n t u a l l y ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  W o r l d  W a r
I w o ,  s u r r e n d e r i n g  i t  w i t h  T r i p o l i t a n i a
w h e r e  I t a l i a n s  h a d  b e e n  m a s t e r s  s i n c e
1912.

*  *  *

W e  t o o k  p a s s a g e  a t  T r i e s t e  o n  a  s h i p  o f
t h e  L l o y d  T r i e s t i n o  a n d  a f t e r  s t o p s  a t
P i reus ,  Rhodes and Larnaca we comple ted
o u r  v o y a g e  i n  f i v e  d a y s  r e a c h i n g  J a f f a
o n  A u g u s t  8 ,  1 9 3 2  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y
c a m e  t o  o f f e r  u s  a n  a f f e c t i o n a t e  w e l c o m e .
I t  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  k n o w  o u r
s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  E s t h e r ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  m y
b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  a n d  t h e i r  f i r s t  b a b y  g i r l ,
Rahe l ,  bo rn  t o  t hem on  June  22nd ,  1932 .

My  b ro the r  was  occupy ing  an  apar tmen t  i n
t h e  h o u s e  t h a t  m y  f a t h e r  h a d  b u i l t  w i t h
J a c o b  B e r e s s i  a t  a  r e n t a l  o f  s e v e n
P a l e s t i n i a n  p o u n d s  a  m o n t h ;  i t  c o n s i s t e d
o f  t h ree  rooms ,  k i t chen  and  ba th room.
My paren ts  and  my bache lo r  younger  b ro ther ,
Leon i co ,  we re  occupy ing  a  s im i l a r  apa r tmen t
i n  t h e  s a m e  h o u s e  b u t  t h r o u g h  a  d i f f e r e n t
e n t r a n c e  a n d  f l i g h t  o f  s t a i r s .  W e  w e r e
to  l i ve  w i t h  my  pa ren t s  and  we  occup ied
t h e  l a r g e r  b e d r o o m  w i t h  t h e  f u r n i t u r e
t h a t  m y  f a t h e r  h a d  b o u g h t  f o r  u s  i n  S a l o n i c a
in  1924 when he  thought  we were  s tay ing
permanent l y  there . The house had a
f r o n t a g e  o f  a b o u t  1 2 0  f e e t  w i t h  t w o
en t rances ;  each  one  g i v ing  access  to
t w o  a p a r t m e n t s  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a n d
t w o  o n  t h e  s e c o n d .  T h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e
house  p resen ted  a  n ice  aspec t  w i th
b l o o m i n g  f l o w e r  b e d s .  T h e  r e a r  h a d  a
l a r g e  y a r d ;  i t  w a s  a  r e s t r i c t e d  z o n e  a n d
no more  than  40% o f  bu i ld ings  was  per -
m i t t e d  f o r  e a c h  p a r c e l  o f  l a n d  w i t h  p l e n t y
o f  v a c a n t  s p a c e  f o r  l u x u r i o u s  v e g e t a t i o n .
I t  w a s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  a  c o u p l e
b locks  away  f rom the  ma in  a r te ry  o f  A l lemby
S t r e e t .  F r o m  t h e  b a l c o n y  o f  t h e  d i n i n g
room where Leonico had to s leep, we had an
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un res t r i c t ed  v i ew  o f  Ro thch i l d  Bou leva rd
because  no  bu i l d ings  were  ye t  e rec ted  i n
t h e  e m p t y  l o t s  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r  h o u s e  a n d
t h e y  c o u l d  b e  a c q u i r e d  c h e a p l y  i n  a  f a s t
d e v e l o p i n g  c i t y .  S o m e  l u c k y  i n d i v i d u a l s
w h o  h a d  b o u g h t  l a n d  t o  p l a n t  c i t r u s  t r e e s
were uproot ing them because they were
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a  t h r i v i n g  c i t y .
Men  w i t h  v i s i on  and  f a i t h  r eaped  f o r t unes
d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  k i n d  o f  l a n d .

o n  t h e  f i r s t  S a t u r d a y  I  w a s  i n  T e l  A v i v ,
we  were  s i t t i ng  w i th  my  fa ther  and  some
f r iends  in  a  ca fe  near  the  C inema Mograv i .
we were approached by a gentleman who,
hav ing heard that  I  had come f rom Amer ica,
asked  to  be  in t roduced  to  me.  He  was
Salomon Florent in,  who having bought some
land  f o r  " baya ra "p u r p o s e s ,  w a n t e d  t o  s e l l
m e  a  l o t  o r  t w o  a t  e l e v e n  p i a s t r e s  a  " p i c . "
I  d id not  have enough money to buy what
would have been the most advantageous
s p e c u l a t i o n  o f  m y  l i f e .  M y  f a t h e r  h a d
dec la red  to  me tha t  he  was  re t i red  and
wi th  the  50% income,  h i s  share  in  the
two houses ,  he  cou ld  l i ve  comfor tab ly
and  he  d id  no t  want  to  be  invo lved  any
f u r t h e r  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  d e a l s .  A c c o r d i n g
to  h im and Jacob Beress i  i t  was not  such
a  ba rga in  a t  th i s  p r i ce  because  any
l o c a t i o n  f u r t h e r  t h a n  h a l f  a  m i l e  f r o m
A l l emby  S t ree t  was  on l y  f i t  f o r  " baya ra "
and should be sold by "dounam" and not
b y  t h e  " p i c . " T h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  M r .
F lorent in 's  land was a t  the  ex t reme end
of  Herze l  S t reet  and how wrong th is
opinion was going to prove a few months
la te r  when  p r i ce  o f  l and  i n  t he  pe r iphe ry
o f  Te l  Av i v  sky rocke ted .

"Kismeten z iyade olmaz" is  a Turk ish
proverb that comes to my mind everytime
I remember my first encounter with Salomon
F l o r e n t i n .

The approximate t ranslat ion
o f  th is  Turk ish  adage means  tha t  i t  i s
impossible to overcome the decrees of fate.
In some way I could have been associated
w i th  the  ac t i v i t i es  o f  Mr .  F lo ren t in ,  even
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a s  a  s a l e s m a n ,  i f  I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  d a n -
g e r o u s l y  s i c k  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d .

A u r e l i a  a n d  I  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e
o f  o u r  a r r i v a l  i n  P a l e s t i n e  o f  b e i n g
i n n o c u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  t y p h o i d .  I t  w a s  t h e
week  be fo re  Rosh  Hashana  and  I  was  unde r -
g o i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e n o v a t e d  r e l i g i o u s
f a i t h .  S o  m u c h  s o ,  t h a t  I  a s k e d  m y  f a t h e r
t o  b u y  f o r  m e  a  t a l e t h  a n d  m a n s o r i m  f o r
Rosh  Hashana  and  K ippu r  i n  expec ta t i on
o f  accompany ing  h im to  the  synagogue  on
t h e s e  h o l i d a y s .  I  k e p t  w o r k i n g  a l l  t h e
t i m e  a n d  p l a n t i n g  s o m e  v e g e t a b l e s  i n  t h e
s o i l  o f  o u r  b a c k y a r d . O n  a  c e r t a i n  a f t e r -
n o o n  w h e n  I  w a s  t i r e d  b y  t h i s  w o r k ,  I  s a t
o n  t h e  b a l c o n y  a n d  I  m u s t  h a v e  c a u g h t  c o l d .
On  t he  eve  o f  Rosh  Hashana  I  had  t o  go  t o
b e d  w i t h  h i g h  f e v e r .  D o c t o r  K r i e g e r ,  w h o
w a s  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  d o c t o r  i n  t o w n
and  hav ing  taken  ca re  o f  my  b ro the r  Sem's
s m a l l  f a m i l y  b e f o r e ,  w a s  s u m m o n e d .  A f t e r
t he  t es t  o f  my  b l ood ,  he  d i agnosed  my
a i lmen t  as  pa ra t ypho id  B ,  comp l i ca ted
by pneumonia. M y  f a t h e r  w e n t  a l o n e  t o
the  t emp le  and  upon  h i s  r e tu rn  I  was
d e l i r i o u s .  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h e n ,  u p o n
t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  d o c t o r ,  t h a t  I  h a d  t o
b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  a m b u l a n c e  t o  t h e  c l i n i c
o f  D r .  S t e i n .A u r e l i a  h a d  t o  s t a y  t h e r e
w i th  me  because  my  i l l ness  be ing  h igh l y
contag ious  we had to  remain  in  semi -
i s o l a t i o n . I n  1 9 3 2  t h e  m i r a c l e  d r u g s
were  no t  ex i s t en t  ye t  and  acco rd i ng  t o
Dr .  Kr ieger  good nurs ing  care  wou ld
have spel led recovery f rom the dangerous
disease.
t o  m e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i f t y - s i x  d a y s  t h a t  I
h a d  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  c l i n i c .  M y  d e a r
m o t h e r  t r i e d  f o r  o n e  n i g h t  t o  g i v e  a
tu rn  f o r  Au re l i a  bu t  had  t o  r e tu rn  home
e x h a u s t e d  w i t h  f a t i g u e .  T h e n  i t  w a s  t h e
turn of  my father and dur ing my many
s leep less  n igh t s  I  saw  h im  fa l l i ng  as leep
for a few minutes but immediately awaken
a t  m y  l e a s t  m o t i o n .He was at my bedside
a t  eve ry  c r i t i ca l  momen t  o f  my  i l l ness .
I  had to undergo many a cr is is  on account
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o f  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  a t  o n e  p o i n t  D I ?
K r i e g e r  t r i e d  a n  o l d  r e m e d y  b y  h a v i n g
l e e c h e s  o n  m y  u p p e r  l e g s .  T h e  r e s u l t s
w e r e  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  h i m  a n d  t h e n
he  used  t he  more  d ras t i c  me thod  o f  ex -
t r a c t i n g  o n e  p i n t  o f  b l o o d  f r o m  m y  a r m .
M y  f a t h e r  k e p t  r e p e a t i n g  i n c e s s a n t l y  t o
encourage me that  the Sapor tas  have a
s t rong  hear t  capab le  o f  ove rcoming
d i s e a s e s  l i k e  t h e s e .  H e  w a s  r i g h t .
A f t e r  t h e  b l o o d  l e t t i n g  I  f e l t  b e t t e r
a n d  I  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i m p r o v e .  M y  r e t u r n
home was marked by the genera l  re-
j o i c i n g  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  n u m e r o u s
f r i e n d s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a l e r t e d  o f  t h e
s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  m y  d i s e a s e .  M y  f a t h e r
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  I  w a s  b o r n  t o  h i m  a g a i n .
I n  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d  o f  m y  i l l -
ness, my dear mother made me swear to
God (Neder)  that  I  would make some sac-
r i f i c e  i n  m y  h a b i t s .  O n  t h e  s p u r  o f
the  moment  I  took  a  so lemn vow not  to
smoke  on  a  Sa tu rday .  I  was  a  heavy
smoker  and  th is  represen ted  the  g rea tes t
s a c r i f i c e  I  c o u l d  m a k e . I  k e p t  m y
promise  and  a f te r  tha t  I  never  smoked
on  a  Sa tu rday . What had saved my l i fe?
The sc ience  o f  Dr .  Kr ieger  o r  my "Neder?"
I  t h i n k  t h a t  b o t h  t h i n g s  h e l p e d  a s  I  a m
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  f a i t h  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e
p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e .  I  w a n t e d  s o
m u c h  t o  l i v e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y  l i f e
I  am g ra te fu l  t o  God  fo r  hav ing  dec reed
t h a t  I  s h o u l d  l i v e .

To  wh ich  God  was  I
gratefu l  and b less ing His  name cont inuously?
To the unique God I knew; the God of Abraham
that  my father ,  my grandfather  and my
ances to rs  were  invok ing  in  the i r  p rayers .
Man 's  sou l  is  c leansed by  prayers  and I
prayed a t  every  occas ion;  a t  home,  in  the
synagogue and in  the  s t ree t .

Although

mine was the God of  the Jews,  I  d id  not
address to  Him the regular  prayers  that
I  hard ly  knew to  read but  ra ther  a  personal
prayer to my God, a sort  of  hymn of  thanks-
g i v ing  fo r  my  recove ry .

I  e n j o y e d  e v e r y

w o r d  o f  t h e  p s a l m s  w h e n  o n  e v e r y  F r i d a y
e v e n i n g  I  a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g
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Sabbath, feeling in harmony with the
congregation of my fellow Jews.

*  *  *

Since the death of my brother, Jacques,
my father was affl icted with diabetes;
at times he was moody and depressed.
On one occasion he assailed my wife and
myself with words that were not in accord
with the devoted cares he lavished on me
when I was sick. For a moment I wished
I was in America in my own home, but his
outburst was of short duration. He ex-
plained after that he was not himself at
the t ime of his emotional crisis and if
there was other recurrences not to pay
any attention to them.

*  *  *

L e o n i c o  h a d  a n  o f f i c e  i n  J a f f a  R o a d ,
c o r n e r  H e r t z e l  S t r e e t . H e  w a s t r y i n g
h a r d  t o  w o r k  a s  a  m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s  r e p -
r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  h e  w a s  p a r t i a l l y
s u c c e s s f u l  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  n u m e r o u s
c o m p e t i t o r s  w e r e  a i m i n g  a t  t h e  s a m e  g o a l
w i t h  v e r y  f e w  r e s t r i c t e d  c l i e n t s .
b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  w a s  a l r e a d y  w e l l  e n t r e n c h e d
a s  a s s i s t a n t  t o  J o n a s  K u b l e r .  H e  w a s ,  a s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  S w e n s k a ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t
Swed ish  nav iga t i on  company ,  t he  l ead ing
s h i p p i n g  m a n  i n  J a f f a .  I  r e m a i n e d  t h e
o n l y  s o u r c e  o f  w o r r y  f o r  m y  f a t h e r  a n d
w a s  s e e i n g  a  h a z y  f u t u r e  f o r  m y s e l f  i n

I

P a l e s t i n e . T h e  B r i t i s h  w e r e  t h e  c a p a b l e
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  b u t  n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  d i s -
s u a d e  t h e  A r a b s  b e n t  i n  c u r b i n g  J e w i s h
hegemony  in  the  coun t ry .

The re  we re  two  k i nds  o f  Jew ish  immig ra t i on
in  Pa les t ine ;  the  moneyed  Jew who cou ld
come  i n  un res t r i c t ed  numbe rs  on  cond i t i on
of  possessing one thousand pounds and
u p w a r d s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d  c a p i t a l i s t s ;
ano the r  k ind  o f  immig ran ts  were  those  who
h a d  s o m e  k i n d  o f  a  t r a d e  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i c a t e
d e l i v e r e d  b y  t h e  J e w i s h  a g e n c y  f o r  P a l e s t i n e
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bu t  con t ro l l ed  by  the  admin is t ra t ion
of the mandate country. T h e  B r i t i s h
we re  pu t t i ng  a l l  k i nds  o f  obs tac l es  i n
the  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  such  immig ra t i on
cer t i f i ca tes  wh ich  were  on  a  fami l y
basis and the Jewish Agency,  of  course.
f a v o r e d  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s .  I t  a l s o  e x i s t e d
some k ind of  c landest ine immigrat ion of
those who had arr ived in  Palest ine as
tour is ts  and had remained in  the count ry
i l l e g a l l y . T h e  B r i t i s h  c o n t r o l  o n  b o a r d
ship spot ted every  now and then tour is ts
o f  th i s  k ind  and  they  were  merc i less ly
sen t  back  to  the  l as t  po r t  where  the
sh ip ' s  t i c ke t  was  i ssued .

Among the  cap i ta l i s t  a r r i va ls  i n  1932
w e r e  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  S a l t i e l
b ro thers  f rom Sa lon ica .  One o f  them,
Yoseph, was a pleasant gentleman who,
besides h is  business,  was instrumental
in promoting the Club Kadimah of which
he  was  a  co - founder .  I n  the  cou rse  o f
the construct ion of  an apartment house
tha t  he  and h is  b ro thers  were  the  land-
lords, he came to know four young men
who were  the  e lec t r i ca l  con t rac to rs  o f
the  bu i l d ing  they  were  e rec t i ng  i n  a
co rne r  o f  S ide ro th  Ro thch i l d . H e
proposed to  me that  I  should f inance
th i s  g roup  by  open ing  a  s to re  o f  e lec t r i c
supp l i es . I  shou ld  be  ab le  t o  secu re
enough work for them and the prof i ts
combined w i th  the  p ro f i t s  o f  the  s to re
shou ld  be  d iv ided  in  f i ve  equa l  pa r ts .
My fa ther  l i ked the propos i t ion and put  up
f ive hundred pounds capi ta l  for  me.

I

r e n t e d  a  s t o r e  i n  L e v i n s k y  S t r e e t  a n d  I
s t o c k e d  i t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p l i e s
f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o u r  w o r k  a s  e l e c -

t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t o r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I

o b t a i n e d  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t s  t o  s e l l  t h e
Z e n i t h  r a d i o  f r o m  C h i c a g o  i n  T e l  A v i v
a n d  a s  w e  s t a r t e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  a  c o m -
p l i c a t i o n  c a m e  a l o n g .

A u r e l i a  a n d  I  h a d

e n t e r e d  P a l e s t i n e  a s
t o u r i s t s  a n d  w e  w e r e

c o m p e l l e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y  r e l y i n g  o n

m y
f o u r  p a r t n e r s  t o  m a n a g e  o u r  e m b r y o n i c
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b u s i n e s s .

W e  l e f t  f o r  o u r  n a t i v e  c i t y  w h e r e  w e
e x p e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r -
i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,  w h o  w a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f
t h e  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  o b t a i n  a
c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  P a l e s t i n e .
W e  w e r e  l u c k y  b e c a u s e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  a
n u m b e r  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s  w e r e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e .
A f t e r  n i n e  d a y s  o f  v i s i t i n g  w i t h  m y  t h r e e
s i s t e r s  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  w e  w e r e  r e a d y  f o r
o u r  r e t u r n  t r i p .  L a t e  a t  n i g h t  w e  l e f t
t h e  h o u s e  o f  L e o n  a n d  M a t h i l d e  f o r  t h e
r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  w h e r e  w e  e x p e c t e d  t o
b o a r d  t h e  O r i e n t  E x p r e s s  f o r  A t h e n s .  W e
w e r e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  n e x t  d a y  f r o m  P i r e u s
t o  H a i f a  w i t h  a  R o m a n i a n  s h i p .  W h e n  w e
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  a t  1 1  P . M .
w e  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n  w a s  n o t
g o i n g  t o  l e a v e  b e c a u s e  o f  a  s t r i k e  o f  t h e
r a i l r o a d  p e r s o n n e l . We came back  to
L e o n ' s  h o u s e  w o r r i e d  f o r  t h e  d e l a y  a n d
f o r  t h e  s h i p ' s  p a s s a g e  a l r e a d y  p a i d .
A f t e r  a  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t  f o r  A u r e l i a  a n d
I ,  m y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,  s u g g e s t e d
t h a t  w e  c o u l d  l e a v e  b y  a i r p l a n e  t o  A t h e n s
a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  j u s t  i n
t i m e  t o  g o  a b o a r d  s h i p  a t  P i r e u s .  A l t h o u g h
the  p ropos i t ion  scared  us  somewhat  we
a c c e p t e d ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n
l o n g  d a y s  o f  w a i t i n g  b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  s h i p
s a i l e d  t o  P a l e s t i n e .  W e  w e r e  a l s o  w o n d e r i n g
whether  the Romanian Navigat ion Company
wou ld  re fund our  re tu rn  passage money.
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f  p a s s e n g e r  f l y i n g
i t  t o o k  h a r d y  s o u l s  t o  t r y  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .
A n y w a y ,  I  h a d  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o
T e l  A v i v  t o  a t t e n d  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  m y  f o u r
p a r t n e r s .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w e  l e f t
i n  company  w i t h  my  s i s te r s ,  Ma th i l de  and
J u l i e ,  f o r  t h e  a i r p o r t  w h i c h  s e e m e d  m o r e
l i ke  an  expe r imen ta l  av i a t i on  camp .
A u r e l i a  a n d  I  c l i m b e d  o n  b o a r d  w i t h  f o u r t e e n
o the r  passengers  and  a  c rew  o f  t h ree .
t he  sca r y  l ooks  o f  my  s i s t e r s  we  shou ld
have been more scared ourselves but  when
w e  w e r e  h i g h  i n  t h e  a i r  o u r  f e a r s  w e r e
gone and l i ke  the  o ther  passengers  we were
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admiring the green pastures and the
waters of the Aegean Sea below. The
Flight to Athens took about fifty
minutes instead of thirteen hours by
train.

we proceeded immediately to
call up Salonica on the phone to notify
the  fami l y  o f  ou r  sa fe  a r r i va l .  y
sisters were elated for the speed of
this news: they had gone from the airport
to the "Synagogue of Signora Fakima" to
pour some 011 in the permanent light in
f ront  of  the al tar  for  the safety of  our
f i rs t  t r ip  by  a i r .  We boarded the sh ip
at Pireus and towards evening we were on
our way to our permanent residence in
Palestine; at least, this is how we were
th ink ing then.  In  th is  t r ip ,  Aure l ia  and
I had an opportunity to know the husband
of my sister, Allegra, and we were very
happy to notice that they loved each other
very dear ly.  This was the f i rst  and last
encounter with Elico Haim.

* * *

F o r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  b u s i n e s s  p r o c e e d e d  f o r
t h e  " K e v u t z a "  a t  a  b r i s k  p a c e .W e  a l m o s t
d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  e v e r y
b u i l d e r  f r o m  S a l o n i c a  b y  r e a s o n  o f  k n o w i n g
u s  a n d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  m o d e r a t e  p r i c e s
p r e f e r r e d  u s . T h e  A s k e n z a i  E l e c t r i c a l
C o n t r a c t o r s  w e r e  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e
" I t z a d e r u t h "  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h a d  m o r e
r i g i d  p r i c e s .  T h e  r a d i o  i m p o r t  b u s i n e s s
c o u l d  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  n i c e l y  w e r e  i t  n o t
f o r  a  k i l l - j o y  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  h a d  a p p e a r e d
i n  o u r  m i d s t ;  h e  w a s  a  r e c e n t  a r r i v a l  f r o m
S a l o n i c a  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y .  H e  w a s  a  c a p a b l e
e x p e r i e n c e d  e l e c t r i c i a n  w h o  a p p e a l e d  t o  m y
c o - w o r k e r s  t o  t a k e  h i m  a s  a  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e
K e v u t z a .  A  c e r t a i n  " e s p r i t  d e  c o r p s "  e x i s t e d

b e t w e e n
m y  p a r t n e r s  a s  I  h a d  o b s e r v e d  s o m e

t i m e  b e f o r e .
O n e  o f  m y  f o u r  p a r t n e r s  w a s

o p e r a t e d  f o r  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  o n e  k i d n e y .
D u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l

and

t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  d i s a b l e d  h i s
r e m a i n i n g  c o - w o r k e r s  w e r e  b y  o v e r t i m e  r e -
p l a c i n g  h i m  a n d  f a i t h f u l l y  p a y i n g  h i m  h i s
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s h a r e .  N o  w o n d e r  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  t h e
n e w c o m e r  w h e n  h e  p l e a d e d  w i t h  t h e m  t o
i n c l u d e  h i m  i n  t h e  g r o u p  a s  a  p a r t n e r .
F r o m  t h e  f i r s t  m o m e n t  o f  h i s  a d m i s s i o n
I  d e t e c t e d  a  c e r t a i n  a n t a g o n i s m  o f  t h e
g r o u p  t o w a r d s  m e .  F i n a l l y  t h e y  c a m e
o u t  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d
w o r k  w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a  s t o r e  a n d
c o u l d  o b t a i n  m a t e r i a l  o n  c r e d i t .  M y  r e -
a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  w a s  s w i f t  a n d
i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  a  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  t h e
s i x  o f  u s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  l a w y e r ' s
o f f i c e  t o  d r a w  t h e  p a p e r s  s e p a r a t i n g  m e
f r o m  t h e  g r o u p .  I  p a i d  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e m
t h e  p r o f i t  t h e y  h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  i n
p r e v i o u s  m o n t h s  b e s i d e s  t h e i r  w e e k l y
d r a w i n g .  T h e  n e w c o m e r  w h o m  I  h a d  s u s p e c t e d
f o r  o u r  s e p a r a t i o n  h a d  a  l a s t  m i n u t e  c h a n g e
o f  h e a r t  a n d  p r o p o s e d  n o t  t o  s i g n  t h e
p a p e r s  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n .
I  w a s  a n x i o u s  t h e n  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  p a r t n e r -
s h i p  a n d  a c t  o n  m y  o w n  a d v i c e  a l t h o u g h  I
d i d  n o t  k n o w  h o w  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c o p e  w i t h o u t
p e r s o n n e l  f o r  m y  c o n t r a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .  I
w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  a c c e p t  a l l  c o n t r a c t s  t h a t
w e r e  c o m i n g  m y  w a y  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  a c q u i r e d
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s .

M y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,  h a d  a n  o f f i c e  b o y
in  Salon ica named Peppo Romano and known
i n  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  P e p i c o .  H e  e m i g r a t e d  t o
P a l e s t i n e  a n d  L e o n  a s k e d  m e  t o  h e l p  h i m
o u t  t o  s e c u r e  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  I  a s k e d  h i m
i f  h e  w a n t e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  t r a d e  t o  b e  a n
e l e c t r i c i a n .  H e  s e e m e d  e a g e r  t o  d o  s o
a n d  h e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  I  e n g a g e d  t o
w o r k  f o r  m e ;  I  h a d  t h e n  a n  a p p r e n t i c e
w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  a  s k i l l e d  e l e c t r i c i a n .
T h e  r u m o r  o f  m y  s e p a r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e
Kevutza  was  we l l  known among the  Sephard im
o f  T e l  A v i v  a n d  I  h a d  t h e  c h o i c e  i n  p i c k i n g
u p  t h e  p e r s o n  c a p a b l e  o f  f i l l i n g  u p  t h e
p o s i t i o n  a s  m y  c h i e f  t e c h n i c i a n .  M y
c h o i c e  w a s  f o r  a  d i m i n u t i v e  y o u n g  m a n
w h o  o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  B u l g a r i a .I  h i r e d
h i m  n o t  s o  m u c h  f o r  h i s  s k i l l  b u t  b e c a u s e
h e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  r e l i a b l e ;  h e  p r o v e d  t o
b e  b o t h  s k i l l e d  a n d  r e l i a b l e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e
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o f  h i s  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h  m e .  M y  s t o r e  w a s
l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  " S h u k "  a n d  i n  t r o n t  o f
t h e  " K e h i l l a h  o f  E l l i h a o u  H a n a v i . "  I t
w a s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  S e p h a r a d i m  i n  t o w n
t o  c o m e  s h o p p i n g  o r  t o  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s
i n  t h e  s y n a g o g u e .  S o m e  f r i e n d s  a n d  a c -
q u a i n t a n c e s  w e r e  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  s t o r e  j u s t
t o  s a y  h e l l o .  T h e  m o s t  a s s i d u o u s  a m o n g
t h e s e  " k i b i t z e r s "  w a s  I t z h a k  F l o r e n t i n ,
w h o  a l w a y s  h a d  a n  a n e c d o t e  t o  r e l a t e .
one day  he to ld  me how my Unc le  Peppo
w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  f o r  h i m  t o  b e  i n  b u s i n e s s
t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  h i m  t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  P a l e s t i n e
e v e n t u a l l y  a n d  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  r e t i r e d
person. H e  w a s  a  b i l l  c o l l e c t o r  ( t a k s i d a r )
u n t i l  1 9 1 4  t r a v e l l i n g  o n  h o r s e b a c k  f r o m
t o w n  t o  t o w n  f o r  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t e x t i l e
f i r m s  f r o m  S a l o n i c a .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r s  o f
1 9 1 2 / 1 3  t h i s  m o d e  o f  b i l l  c o l l e c t i n g  w a s
o u t m o d e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f
Tu rkey  i n  Eu rope  was  d i v i ded  be tween
G r e e c e ,  B u l g a r i a  a n d  S e r b i a .  A l b a n i a
became an  independen t  coun t ry .  Then  my
Unc le  Peppo adv ised h im to  becomea
t e x t i l e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  ( c o r r e d o r )  g i v i n g
h i m  h i s  f i r s t  c h a n c e  a s  s u c h . H e  f i r m l y
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y
f o r  t h e  s m o o t h  o p e r a t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s . H i s
f a v o r i t e  t o p i c  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w a s  t h a t
the eternal  had engaged Moshe Rabeno as
i n t e r m e d i a r y  i n s t e a d  o f  a c t i n g  d i r e c t l y .
W h y  n o t  a c t  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  a s  r e a l  e s t a t e
a g e n t s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  a n y  c a p i t a l ?
A l l  t h o s e  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  w e r e  d o i n g
v e r y  w e l l ;  m y  r e l a t i o n s  c o m b i n e d  w i t h
pas t  exper ience shou ld  be  enough to  secure
a  s l i c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  o f  t h e
Sepharad im newcomers to  Palest ine.  He
h a d  b u i l t  a  h o u s e  i n  w h i c h  h e  w i t h  h i s
wi fe  and son occupied one apar tment  and
h e  l i v e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  s m a l l  " r e n t i e r "
w i th  t he  i ncome o f  two  o the r  apa r tmen ts .
I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  a n d  d e -
pend ing  on  my bus iness  fo r  my l i ve l ihood
I  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  n o t  r i s k i n g  a n y t h i n g  b y
h a v i n g  r e a l  e s t a t e  a s  a  s i d e l i n e .  W i t h i n
the  nex t  few days ,  as  requ i red  by  law,
our  con t rac t  o f  assoc ia t ion  was  pub l i shed
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i n  the  o f f i c i a l  j ou rna l  o f  t he  governmen t
in Jerusalem announcing that we were to
be known as Florent in & Saporta,  real
estate agents.

*  *  *

Some years before some wealthy businessmen
from Salonica had emigrated to France. Some
were successful in establishing themselves
there;  others were not .  When the current
of  emigrat ion of  the moneyed part  of
Salonica Jews was started about 1930, some
merchants opted for Palestine where they
could invest  funds wi th  h igh in terest  or
in construct ing bui ld ings wi th a good y ie ld.
Among these capitalists immigrants was
Henri Bourla who was married to my cousin,
Carmen, daughter of my Uncle Isaac Saporta.
They had two children of school age; one
boy and a gir l .  Henri  had been a banker
in Salonica where his father was associated
in the money exchange business of the firm

When Henri returned to
Salonica after learning the banking business
as an employee of the Credit Lyonnais in
Paris, he went to work with his father who
had separated from Abram Bayona. After
the elder Bourla had passed away he came
to make his home in Tel Aviv.By  reason
of our parentage and knowing well Itzhak
Florentin, he preferred to work through
us for investing his funds that he loaned
on mortgages.

W e  a l s o  a p p r o a c h e d  M o i s e  C a r a s s o  w h o  w a s
d e v e l o p i n g  a  p a r c e l  o f  l a n d  i n  n o r t h  T e l
A v i v .  O u r  f i r s t  c u s t o m e r  w a s  a  n e w  a r r i v a l
f rom New York  named Sam Shamy who  bough t  a
l o t  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a n  a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e .
F o r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  w e  w e r e  d o i n g  p r o f i t a b l e
b u s i n e s s  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  a n d  I  w a s  q u i t e
h a p p y  w i t h  t h e  s a l e s  i n  t h e  s t o r e  a l s o .
C o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  k e e n  i n  e v e r y  b r a n c h  o f
b u s i n e s s  a n d  t o  b e a t  i t  w e  h a d  t o  b e
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  p r o f i t s .  I n  r e a l
e s t a t e  t h e  m o t t o  o f  m y  p a r t n e r  w a s  t o  b e
c o n t e n t  w i t h  1 %  c o m m i s s i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  2 %
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c h a r g e d  b y  o u r  c o m p e t i t o r s .  N e w s  f r o m
S a l o n i c a  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  m y  U n c l e
I s a a c  h a d  d i e d  w a s  a  s a d  n o t e  t o  a n
o t h e r w i s e  h a p p y  h o m e  l i f e .

n y  t h r e e  s i s t e r s  c a m e  o n e  b y  o n e  t o
v i s i t  u s .  F i r s t  i t  w a s  t h e  t u r n  o f
m y  s i s t e r ,  J u l i e ,  w h o  c a m e  w i t h  h e r
t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  M a u r i c e  a n d  D a n i e l ,  a n d
e v e r y o n e  o f  u s  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  o b s e r v e
h o w  d e v o t e d  s h e  w a s  t o  h e r  c h i l d r e n  t o
t h e  p o i n t  o f  e x a g g e r a t i o n .  T h e n  i t  w a s
t h e  t u r n  o f  m y  s i s t e r ,  A l l e g r a ,  w h o  h a v i n g
b e e n  m a r r i e d  f o r  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s ,
s t i l l  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  c h i l d r e n .  A u r e l i a
t o o k  h e r  t o  D o c t o r  S t e i n  w h o  w a s  r e p u t e d
t o  b e  a  v e r y  c a p a b l e  o b s t e t r i c i a n  s u r g e o n .
M y  p a r e n t s  h a d  a  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e
l a s t  b o r n  o f  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s .  E v e n t u a l l y
s h e  h a d  t w o  b e a u t i f u l  b a b y  g i r l s ;  t h e
l a s t  o n e  b o r n  a  f e w  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e y
w e r e  d e p o r t e d  t o  H i t l e r ' s  c a m p s  o f  d e a t h .
F i n a l l y ,  m y  e l d e s t  s i s t e r ,  M a t h i l d e ,  c a m e
w i t h  h e r  s o n ,  H a r r y ,  a n d  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n
Aure l ia  and Leon ico  accompan ied  them on
a n  e x c u r s i o n  t o  J e r u s a l e m . We were very
c r o w d e d  i n  o u r  a p a r t m e n t  b u t  t h e  p l e a s u r e
o f  h a v i n g  t h e m  w i t h  u s  a s  g u e s t s  c o m p e n -
s a t e d  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  s p a c e . The  same
th i ng  happened  t he  f o l l ow ing  yea r  when
L e o n  c a m e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  e v e n t u a l
t r a n s f e r  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  T e l  A v i v . He

h a d  r e s e r v e d  r o o m s  a t  t h e  P a l a t i n  H o t e l
b u t  u p o n  o u r  u r g i n g  h e  c a m e  t o  s t a y  w i t h
u s  l e a v i n g  t h e  r o o m s  a t  t h e  h o t e l  t o  m e e t
i n t e r v i e w e r s  t h e r e . I t  w a s  a g r e e d  b e -
tween  Jacob  Beress i  and  my  fa the r  tha t
t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e  t u r n s  i n  e x c h a n g i n g  o n e
o f  t he  uppe r  apa r tmen ts  a t  19  Rehov  M ikve -
I s r a e l ,  w h i c h  w a s  l a r g e r  a n d  m o r e  c o m f o r t -
a b l e  t h a n  o u r s  a t  2 6  R e h o v  L e v o n t i n ,  j u s t
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .

T a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  t h a t
t h e  t e n a n t  n e i g h b o r  o f  t h e  B e r e s s i s  h a d
moved,  we moved in to  the  vacant  apar tment ;
t h e  t w o  p a r t n e r s  s t a y i n g  p e r m a n e n t  n e i g h -
bo rs  and  thus  avo id ing  mov ing  eve ry  two

y e a r s .
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A s  s t a t e d  b e f o r e  i n  t h i s  m e m o i r ,  m y
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,  w a s  a  Z i o n i s t
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  h o u r  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e
f a c t  t h a t  h i s  w e a l t h  p e r m i t t e d  h i m  t o
m a k e  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e ,  h e
p r e f e r r e d  t o  m a k e  h i s  h o m e  i n  T e l  A v i v
w h e r e  h e  h a d  i n  m i n d  t o  b e c o m e  a  b a n k e r .
H e  h a d  b e e n  i n  t h e  t o b a c c o  b u s i n e s s  i n
S a l o n i c a  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b u t  t h i s  p r o d u c t
w a s  n o t  i n t e n s e l y  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  P a l e s t i n e
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  h e  h a d  t o  b e  a c t i v e  i n  s o m e
o t h e r  e n d e a v o r . H e  a s s o c i a t e d  h i m s e l f  t o
J o s e p h  A l v o  o f  A l v o  B r o t h e r s  H a r d w a r e
W h o l e s a l e r s  f r o m  S a l o n i c a ;  t h e  t w o  o f
t h e m  p u t t i n g  u p  e n o u g h  c a p i t a l  t o  o p e n
u p  a  b a n k  i n  T e l  A v i v .

A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  r e g u l a t o r y  l a w s  p r o m u l g a t e d
b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e  c h a r t e r
o f  t h e  b a n k  h a d  t o  b e  s p o n s o r e d  b y  f i v e
repu tab le  pe rsons . T h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  t w o
p a r t n e r s  w e r e :  D a n i e l  S a p o r t a  ( m y  f a t h e r ) ,
J a c o b  B e r e s s i ,  I s a a c  A r o e s t i ,  H e n r i  B o u r l a ,
b u t  t h e  f i f t h  o n e  d e s e r v i n g  t h i s  h o n o r
o f f e r e d  a  p r o b l e m  t o  t h e  t w o  p a r t n e r s .
There were enough personal i t ies  among t h e
f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  t w o  p r i n c i p a l s  w h o  c o u l d
h a v e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  b e  t h e  f i f t h  c h o i c e  b u t
L e o n ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  h i s  o w n ,  p r e f e r r e d
t o  o f f e r  m e  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  f i f t h  c h a r t e r
member  o f  t he  bank  tha t  was  to  be  a
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  w o r l d w i d e  r e n o w n .
on  t he  appo in ted  da te ,  when  p r i nc i pa l s  and
sponsors  were  assembled  in  the  lawyer ' s
o f f i c e  t o  s i g n  t h e  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r
o f  t h e  n e w l y  f o u n d e d  b a n k ,  I  w a s  p l e a s a n t l y
s u r p r i s e d  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  s e l e c t e d
f o r  i t  w a s  P a l e s t i n e  D i s c o u n t  B a n k  L t d . ;
the  name of  my cho ice  wh ich  I  had suggested
t o  m y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w .  A s  I  w a s  t o  s i g n
the  papers  he  looked a t  me w i th  the  same
smi le  he  had  on  h is  face  when abou t  twen ty
years  be fo re  he  came to  ou r  house  to  ge t
engaged  to  my  s i s te r ,  Ma th i l de .
p resen t  i t  was  cong ra tu l a t i ons

F o r  a l l

f o r  a  r o s y  f u t u r e .
and  w ishes

F o r  L e o n  a n d  I  i t  w a s
t h e  c e r t i t u d e  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  n e w
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  E v e n t u a l l y  i t
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par t i c ipa ted  in  a  la rge  measure  in  the
deve lopmen t  o f  t he  coun t r y .  S i nce  f i r s t
arr iv ing in  Amer ica,  I  had s igned documents
w i t h o u t  a  m i d d l e  i n i t i a l ;  o n  t h e  d a y  t h e
bank was founded my father urged me to
sign the documents Albert D. Saporta?
too had great  expecta t ions for  the bank

He

and he wanted to  show for  poster i ty  that
one of  h is sons had deserved the honor to
be  one o f  i t s  co- founders .

one or two months later Moise Carasso had
expressed  the  des i re  to  par t i c ipa te  w i th
cap i t a l  i n  t he  bank .  The  two  pa r t ne rs
who wanted to  keep i ts  exc lus ive cont ro l
accepted h im wi th hal f  the amount  that
each one of  them had invested.  My brother-
in- law commented on this occasion that
Moise Carasso in his shrewd way had smelled
success  and he wanted a  s l i ce  o f  i t .

Henr i  Bour la who, as a banker in Salonica,
was fami l ia r  in  man ipu la t ing  funds  fo r
profi t  was engaged as co-manager, a posit ion
he  he ld  un t i l  h i s  re t i r emen t  a  few  sho r t
years ago?

I  cannot  be proud because I  d id not  p lay
any  pa r t  i n  the  deve lopment  o f  t h i s  f i r s t
c l a s s  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  f r u i t f u l
source of  so many creat ive jobs in  the
p r e s e n t  d a y  s t a t e  o f  I s r a e l .  I  w a n t  t o
pay  t r i bu te  to  a  dear  b ro ther - in - law,
whose vision and conception of things
to come has permit ted his taking place
under the management of his very capable
sons?

The bank has grown too b ig for  my
br i t ches  and  by  s tay ing  as ide  I  th ink  I
would please my brother-in-law more were
he  a l i ve  t oday .
With the opening of the bank a source of
income was terminated for us as real
estate agents.

We did not have anymore
the benefi t  of funds of Henri Bourla and
his fr iends to lend on mortgages.

H e  w a s

b o u n d  b y  h i s  h o n e s t y  t o  b r i n g  h i s  b u s i n e s s
t o  t h e  b a n k .  M y  p a r t n e r  r e c r i m i n a t e d
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sometimes especially when some business
that should have come our way was diverted
to  o ther  rea l  es ta te  agents  because they
were heavy depos i tors  in  the bank.

As  f o r  t he  e l ec t r i ca l  con t rac t i ng  bus iness ,
I  under took  my  f i r s t  j ob  i n  a  fou r -apar tmen t
house that Moise Carasso was bui lding on
Nahmani Street but  not  before I  had agreed
to  h i re  h is  nephew,  A lber t  Montek io ,  as
a n  a p p r e n t i c e  e l e c t r i c i a n .  I  w a s  g l a d
to do so because Pepico had gone to work
for  the bank. He had worked in my store
a  year  and a  ha l f  and dur ing  tha t  per iod
h is  pa ren ts  had  ob ta ined  a  ce r t i f i ca te
of  immigrat ion to  Pa lest ine for  themselves
a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  A r r i v i n g  i n  H a i f a ,
the  Br i t i sh  immigra t ion  au thor i t i es  hav ing
noted some discrepancies in their  passport
re turned the whole fami ly  to  Salon ica.
Even tua l l y  t h i s  s t o r y  r esu l t ed  i n  a  r ea l
t ragedy when Pepico's ent i re fami ly
per ished in  H i t le r ' s  camps o f  death  but
one  b ro the r  who  now  l i ves  i n  I s rae l .  I
d id not  make much prof i t  work ing in the
Carasso contract but I  kept my two em-
ployees busy and I  had the sat is fact ion
of  hav ing completed a per fect  job that
gave me courage to undertake similar
work that would come my way in the future.

The Zenith Radio Company of Chicago wrote
to me proposing thei r  ent i re  representat ion
f o r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  P a l e s t i n e  i f  I  c o u l d  s e l l
f o u r  h u n d r e d  s e t s  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r .  I  c o u l d
not see my way c lear to do so and I  had to
decl ine. The company named their agent in
Jerusalem and I  cont inued to receive radio
sets shipped to me under the name "Inter-
ocean" that  had no f ranchise in  Palest ine.

On the pol i t ical  scene the ascendency of
Hitler was marked by his demands of the
rev is ion  o f  the  T rea ty  o f  Versa i l l es .
Since the death of Hindenburg he did not
hesi tate to have h is  col laborators f rom
the f i rst  hour executed and his voci ferous
speeches held the German people spellbound.
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T h e  g i s t  o f  h i s  h a r a n g u e s  c o n t a i n e d  f o r
t h e  m o s t  p a r t  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  J e w s .
T h e y  w e r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  a l l  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h e s  b e f a l l i n g  G e r m a n y .
T h e y  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  G e r m a n  m i n d  t h e
n e c e s s i t y  t o  e n a c t  t h e  i n f a m o u s  a n t i s e m i t e
N u r e n b e r g  l a w s ,  c o n d u c i v e  t o  m o r e  s e v e r e
m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  w h o
w e r e  h i s  s c a p e g o a t . H e  s t a r t e d  w i t h  h i s
m a r c h  o n  t h e  R h i n e l a n d  c u l m i n a t i n g  w i t h
t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  A u s t r i a  t o  t h e  G e r m a n
R e i c h ,  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  A u s t r i a n
C h a n c e l l o r  D o l f u s s . T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t
s t e p s  o f  t h e  m a n i a c a l  f u h r e r  p r i o r  t o
d e f y i n g  e v e r y  d e c e n t  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d .
I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  p l o t  t h a t  h e  h a d  c r e a t e d
f o r  t h e  d i s m e m b e r m e n t  o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,
b y  r a i s i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  S u d e t e n l a n d ,
h e  h a d  i n f l i c t e d  a  b l o w  t o  t h e  p r i d e  o f
F r a n c e  a n d  E n g l a n d  w h o s e  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r
c a m e  t o  B e r t e r s g a r t e n  t o  " a c h i e v e  p e a c e
i n  o u r  t i m e . "  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  c l o u d s  o n
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h o r i z o n  o f  E u r o p e  w h i l e
C h i n a  h a d  t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e -
n e s s  o f  J a p a n .  F o r  t h e  J e w s  i n  P a l e s t i n e
i t  w a s  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  A r a b s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y
b e n t  o n  h a l t i n g  J e w i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n .  T h e
p r o p a g a n d a  p r e a c h e d  b y  t h e  M u f t y  o f
J e r u s a l e m  s u c c e e d e d  t o  s u c h  d e g r e e  i n
i n f l a m i n g  t h e  A r a b s  t h a t  o n e  d a y  i n  1 9 3 6
n i n e t e e n  J e w s  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  t h e m  a s  t h e y
w e r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  A n g l o -
P a l e s t i n e  B a n k  i n  J a f f a .  T h e  b e h a v i o r
o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e sI  w i l l  d e f i n e
a s  i n e p t ;  t h e  h i g h  c o m m i s s i o n e r  i n  a n
a d d r e s s  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o  t h a t  e v e n i n g  e x -
h o r t e d  t h o s e  i n f l u e n t i a l  A r a b s  t o  c o u n s e l
t h e  p o p u l a c e  t o  d e s i s t  v i o l e n c e .  M a n y
t i m e s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  w h e n  J e w s  w e r e  f a l l i n g
v i c t i m s  t o  A r a b a s s a s s i n s ,  t h e  h i g h
c o m m i s s i o n e r  w o u l d  r e c i t e  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o
h o w  s o r r y  h e  w a s  o v e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  s o
a n d  s o ,  b u t  d o i n g  n e x t  t o  n o t h i n g  a b o u t
t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  a n d  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  t h e
c u l p r i t s  o f  t h e  k i l l i n g s .

* * *
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H o m e  l i f e  w a s  n e v e r  b e t t e r  f o r  m y  w i f e
a n d  m y s e l f ;  f o r  m y  p a r e n t s  a l s o  i t  w a s
a  h a p p y  p e r i o d .  E v e r y t i m e  I  e x p r e s s e d
the  des i re  to  move  away  my dear  mother
a n d  A u r e l i a  p l o t t e d  t o  d i s s u a d e  m e  f r o m
d o i n g  s o .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n t a g o n i s m
be tween  mo the r - i n - l aw  and  daugh te r - i n -
law was non-ex is tent  between my mother  and
m y  w i f e  a n d  r e a l  a f f e c t i o n  d e v e l o p e d
be tween  them and  t hey  cou ld  no t  t h i nk
o f  l i v i n g  s e p a r a t e l y .  I  h a d  s e l e c t e d
a n  a p a r t m e n t  i n  a  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t
Leon and  Joseph A lvo  had  cons t ruc ted  in
Rehov Nahmani and Dereh Petah Tikva.
The  re l uc tance  o f  t he  two  women  t o  l i ve
apart  won over my arguments of  abandoning
t h e  h o u s e  o f  m y  p a r e n t s .  D e s p i t e  t h e
d i f f e ren t  ages ,  my  mo the r  was  a lways  i nc -
l uded  i n  t he  ca rd  game  tha t  Au re l i a  was
h a v i n g  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  h e r  l a d y  f r i e n d s .
My  fa the r  a l so  ins inua ted  h imse l f  among
them somet imes.  We had establ ished
f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a  c o u p l e ,  M r .
and Mrs. Sam Uziel ,  so much so, when
o n  a  c e r t a i n  d a y  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  c a l l  a t
our  house my parents  exc la imed "de b ien
que  sea ,  Mar i e t t a  d i d  no t  show up  today . "
Mr.  and Mrs.  Lev i  Esformes were our
c r o n i e s  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d .  T h e y  w e r e  s a m e
f l o o r  n e i g h b o r s  a t  2 6  L e v o n t i n  S t r e e t
b u t  t h e i r  s o n ,  G i n o ,  h a v i n g  c o m e  t o  b o y -
hood,  they were compel led to  move to  a
l a r g e r  a p a r t m e n t  n e a r b y .  T h i s  i s  t h e
t ime when he was s ick  wi th  typho id  and
a f t e r  a  f e w  d a y s  o f  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  i n
t h e  n e w  h o s p i t a l  " A s u t a "  h e  d i e d .  H a d
he l i ved he would  have been a  very
successfu l  bus inessman in  bu i ld ing
mater ia ls ,  who was known in  the  t rade
as  a  p leasan t  and  an  hones t  i nd i v idua l .
He was missed very much by his fami ly
and  f r iends  and  cer ta in ly  by  me,  who
d e p l o r e d  h i s  l o s s  b i t t e r l y .

W i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  b e t w e e n
J e w s  a n d  A r a b s ,  " m e h o r a h o t "  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d ,
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t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  i n  T e l  A v i v
s u b s i d e d  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t . T h e  p r i c e
o f  l a n d  i n  S h e h o n a t  F l o r e n t i n  h a d  j u m p e d
f r o m  e l e v e n  p i a s t e r s  a  p i c  a s k e d  m e
d i r e c t l y  b y  M r .  S a l o m o n  F l o r e n t i n  i n  1 9 3 2
t o  f o u r  p o u n d s  a  p i c .  I  t h o u g h t  i n  t h o s e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  m y  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h
I t z h a k  F l o r e n t i n  h a d  o u t l i v e d  i t s  u s e f u l -
n e s s  a n d  e a c h  o n e  c o u l d  d o  b e t t e r
s e p a r a t e l y :  I  c a u s e d  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o
b e  d i s s o l v e d  a l t h o u g h  w e  r e m a i n e d  g o o d
f r i e n d s .

T h e  f l o o r  b e l o w  o u r  a p a r t m e n t  a t  2 6  R e h o v
L e v o n t i n  w h e r e  w e  h a d  l i v e d  b e f o r e  b e c a m e
v a c a n t .  O n e  o f  t h e  r e a r  r o o m s  w a s  r e n t e d
a s  a n  o f f i c e  t o  a  n e w l y  f o r m e d  c o m p a n y  o f
f o u n t a i n  p e n s ,  " K a t a b . "  U p o n  t h e  u r g i n g
o f  L e o n  I  i m p o r t e d  f r o m  H u n g a r y  a  l o t  o f
s a n i t a r y  a r t i c l e s  s u c h  a s  t i l e s ,  w a s h
b a s i n s ,  e t c . ;  t h e  s h i p p e r  S z o l n a y  h a v i n g
b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  h i m  i n  S a l o n i c a .
p r i c e s  w e r e  n o t  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d  I  l o s t
m o n e y  i n  l i q u i d a t i n g  t h e  l o t .  I  f e l t  I

n o t  n e e d  a  s t o r e  f o r  m y  r a d i o  t r a d e
a n d  I  v a c a t e d  t h e  s t o r e  i n  L e v i n s k y  S t r e e t

r e n t e d  t h e  f r o n t  r o o m  a t  2 6  L e v o n t i n
S t r e e t  a n d  u s e d  t h e  k i t c h e n  a s  s t o r a g e
r o o m  f o r  m y  r a d i o s ,  b e c o m i n g  a  n e i g h b o r
o f  K a t a b .  I t  w a s  t h e n  a  p e r i o d  o f
a t t r i t i o n  d u r i n g  w h i c h  I  t o o k  a  s h o r t
v a c a t i o n  i n  B a n d o u n ,  L e b a n o n ,  w i t h  a n
o l d  g e n t l e m a n  f r i e n d ,  S a l o m o n  G a l m i d i .
I  w a s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a  v i s i t o r  i n  h i s
h o u s e  l o c a t e d  a l s o  i n  L e v o n t i n  S t r e e t .
T h e  A m e r i c a n  c o n s u l  i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  h a v i n g
r e f u s e d  t o  i s s u e  a  n e w  p a s s p o r t  f o r  m e
a n d  A u r e l i a ,  w e  c o u l d  n o t  g o  t o  I t a l y  f o r
a  v a c a t i o n . I  d e c i d e d  t h e n  t o  f o l l o w  M r .
G a l m i d i  t o  L e b a n o n  f o r  w h i c h  n o  p a s s p o r t
w a s  r e q u i r e d .A u r e l i a  r e m a i n e d  i n  T e l
A v i v  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  n o  d e s i r e  w h a t s o e v e r
t o  v i s i t  L e b a n o n .  I  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
w h i l e  v a c a t i o n i n g  a t  B a n d o u n  t o  t a k e  a
s i d e  t r i p  t o  v i s i t  N e d j i b  N a h a s  i n  T r i p o l i .
H i s  b r o t h e r ,  M o i s e ,  h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y  a n d
t h e  c h a i r  b e h i n d  h i s  d e s k  w a s  c o v e r e d  w i t h
a  b l a c k  c l o t h  u n t i l  h i s  s o n  b e c a m e  o l d
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enough to take the place of his father.
Despite his biblical name of Moise, the
Nahas family of Tripoli was Greek Orthodox.
The Arabs have a tendency to exaggerate
things. Mr.  Nedj ib to ld me i f  the s i tuat ion
in Palestine would deteriorate any further
we could count on his aid and come to live
in  Tr ipo l i .  I  exp la ined to  h im tha t  he
was misinformed and that the situation
of the Jews in Palestine was not precarious
at al l  and the eventuality of being thrown
into the sea was a gross exaggeration and
the best proof of it was my presence in
Lebanon for a vacation.

* * *

U p o n  m y  r e t u r n  A n g e l  C a r a s s o  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s
t i m e  f o r  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  M i r i a m ,  t o  g e t
m a r r i e d .  B e t w e e n  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  b r o t h e r ,
M o i s e ,  a n d  L e o n  t h e y  p r o v o k e d  a n  e n c o u n t e r
b e t w e e n  L e o n i c o  a n d  t h e  C a r a s s o  g i r l .
A f t e r  r e c i t i n g  t h e  " A v d a l a "  i n  t h e
R e c a n a t i  h o m e  t h e  y o u n g  c o u p l e  w e r e  u r g e d
t o  g o  o u t  f o r  a  w a l k . A f t e r  t h e y  r e t u r n e d
t h e y  s e e m e d  p l e a s e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d
w i t h o u t  m u c h  f a n f a r e  t h e y  w e r e  d e c l a r e d
o f f i c i a l l y  e n g a g e d .  T h a t  s a m e  n i g h t  I
w e n t  t o  t h e  C a f e  A s t o r i a  w h e r e  I  a n n o u n c e d
t o  m y  f r i e n d s  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  m y  b r o t h e r .
I t  c r e a t e d  a  s e n s a t i o n  w h e n  t h e y  k n e w  o f
t h e  g i r l ' s  i d e n t i t y .

W h a t  w a s  u n u s u a l  t h a t
e v e n i n g  w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n o  p e c u n i a r y
c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  t o  t h i s  a r r a n g e d
e n g a g e m e n t ;  a n  h a b i t u a l  p r o c e d u r e  u n d e r
t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . M y  d e a r  m o t h e r  d i v e s t e d
h e r s e l f  o f  a  d i a m o n d  r i n g  t h a t  s h e  h a d
r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  h e r  s o n s .
I t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  b r i d e - t o - b e  o n  a
S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  d u r i n g  a  r e c e p t i o n  h e l d
a t  t he  Carasso  home in  Naha la t  Benyamin
d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a  p r o f u s i o n  o f  f l o w e r s ;
e v e r y  f l o r i s t  s h o p  i n  t o w n  h a v i n g  b e e n
s t r i p p e d  b y  t h e  t w o  f a m i l i e s  a n d  m a n y  w e l l
w i s h i n g  f r i e n d s  f o r  t h i s  j o y f u l  o c c a s i o n .
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y s  w a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
t h e  C a r a s s o  a n d  S a p o r t a  f a m i l i e s  t o  g e t
a c q u a i n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a v i s h  w e l l  a t t e n d e d
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d inners? Two weeks before the wedding
i t  w a s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  g r o o m ' s  f a m i l y
t o  t a l k  a b o u t  a  d o w r y  b u t  t h e  c o n t r a r y
happened .  Ange l  Ca rasso  sen t  wo rd  to
L e o n  n o t i f y i n g  h i m  t h a t  h e  w a s  t r a n s -
f e r r i n g  t i t l e  t o  a  b u i l d i n g  c o m p r i s e d
o f  n i n e  a p a r t m e n t s  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,
M i r i a m . P r i o r  t o  t h i s  m y  f a t h e r  w a s
consu l ted  and  he  to ld  Ange l  Ca rasso  to
g i ve  h i s  daugh te r  acco rd ing  t o  h i s  means
a n d  t o  h i s  s a c r e d  h o n o r . No word as to
m a k e  s e c u r e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  h i s  s o n  i n
some  k i nd  o f  bus i ness  t ha t  i t  wou ld  have
b e e n  e a s y  f o r  t h e  C a r a s s o  f a m i l y  t o
a r r a n g e  f o r  m y  b r o t h e r .  M y  f a t h e r  w a s
t o o  p r o u d  f o r  t h a t  a n d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t
h e  a c t e d  l i k e  a  r i c h  m a n ;  a l a s ,  h e  w a s
n o t  a n y m o r e  a  m a n  o f  w e a l t h . The wedding
w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  i n  S e p h a r d i c  s t y l e ;  t h e
g room assuming  a l l  expenses .  I t  was  one
o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  w e d d i n g s  s o  f a r  i n  T e l
Av i v .  The  young  coup le  wen t  on  a  honey -
m o o n  t r i p  t o  E g y p t  a n d  u p o n  t h e i r  r e t u r n
they  made the i r  home in  an  apar tment  they
had  p rev ious l y  ren ted  i n  De reh  Pe tah  T i kva ,
n o t  s o  f a r  f r o m  o u r  h o u s e .

* *  *

O n  a  h o t  d a y  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 3 6  m y  s i s t e r -
i n - l a w ,  E s t h e r ,  i n  h e r  q u i e t  u s u a l  w a y ,
a s k e d  A u r e l i a  t o  t a k e  h e r  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l
w h e r e  s h e  h a d  m a d e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  g i v e
b i r t h .  H a l f  a n  h o u r  l a t e r  s h e  m a d e  m y
b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  t h e  p r o u d  f a t h e r  o f  a  b a b y
b o y  a n d  h e  w a s  n a m e d  D a n i e l  a f t e r  h i s
g r a n d f a t h e r . A f t e r  a  D a n i e l  R e c a n a t i
a n d  a  D a n i e l  S a l t i e l ,  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a
D a n i e l  S a p o r t a  w a s  c a u s e  o f  g r e a t  r e -
j o i c i n g  f o r  m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e  w h o l e
f a m i l y .  R a h e l ,  m y  b r o t h e r ' s  f i r s t  c h i l d ,
w a s  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  w a s  t h e  d a r l i n g
o f  u s  a l l .  W h e n  s h e  w a s  b a r e l y  t w o ,  h e r
p a r e n t s  t o o k  h e r  o n  a  c r u i s e  o n  a  s h i p
o f  t h e  S v e n s k a  t h a t  t o o k  t h e m  a s f a r  a s

t h e  B l a c k  S e a .  M y  b r o t h e r  a n d  h i s  s m a l l
f a m i l y  h a d  t h e  h o n o r  t o  s i t  a t  t h e  s a m e
d i n i n g  t a b l e  o f  t h e  K r o n p r i n z  o f  S w e d e n
c r u i s i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  v e s s e l .  I t  w a s  a
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cargo  sh ip  o f  the  Svenska  fo r  wh ich  Jona
Kub le r  was  t he  agen t  i n  Ja f f a .

*  *  *

H i t l e r  w a s  c r e a t i n g  a  c r i s i s  v e r y  o f t e n
a n d  t h i s  t i m e  i t  w a s  t h e  t u r n  o f  C z e c h o -
s l o v a k i a  a n d  t h e  G e r m a n  S u d e t e n .
c l a i m e d  t h e m  a s  c i t i z e n s  o f  G e r m a n y .
A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  h e  w a s  c l a i m i n g  t h e
t e r r i t o r y  t h e y  w e r e  l i v i n g  a n d  t h u s
c a u s i n g  t h e  d i s m e m b e r m e n t  o f  C z e c h o -
s l o v a k i a .  T h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  P a l e s t i n e
a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u d s  a c c u m u l a t i n g
i n  E u r o p e  w e r e  w o r r y i n g  t h e  J e w s  e v e r y -
w h e r e  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  J e w s  o f
P a l e s t i n e .  A s  f o r  m y s e l f ,  I  w a s  i n  a
d i l e m m a ;  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  a c c o r d e d  t o
n a t u r a l i z e d  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  h a d  e x -
p i r e d .I  w a s  r i s k i n g  t h e  l o s s  o f  m y
A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  I  a d d r e s s e d
a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n s u l  i n
J e r u s a l e m  t o  g i v e  m e  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f
o n e  y e a r  d u r i n g  w h i c h  I  w a s  t o  l i q u i d a t e
m y  b u s i n e s s  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  b e  o n e
o f  t h e  f e w  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d
f a v o r i n g  t h e  J e w s .  I t  s e e m e d  a l l  o t h e r s
w e r e  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  i n f a m o u s  N u r e m -
b e r g  l a w s  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  n o t  o p e n l y
a n t i s e m i t i c  w e r e  a t  b e s t  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o
t h e  J e w i s h  p l i g h t . I t a l y ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
l i b e r a l  c o u n t r y  t a k i n g  t h e  c u e  f r o m  H i t l e r ,
s t a r t e d  t o  f l i r t  w i t h  a n t i s e m i t i c  i d e a s .
M u s s o l i n i  h a d  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  J e w s
w e r e  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  r i s e  t o
p o w e r .  W i t h  t h e a t r i c a l  g e s t u r e s ,  h e  w a s
m a k i n g  s p e e c h e s  e x t o l l i n g  h i s  E t h i o p i a n
E m p i r e .  B u t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  G e r m a n y ,t h e
I t a l i a n  p o p u l a c e  w a s  a s k i n g :  " W h a t  d o
t h e y  w a n t  f r o m  t h e  J e w s ? " I t  k n e w  w e l l
t h a t  t h e  J e w s  w e r e  l o y a l  I t a l i a n  c i t i z e n s .

* * *

I n  M a r c h  1 9 3 8  a  b a b y  b o y  w a s  b o r n  t o  M i r i a m
a n d  L e o n i c o  a n d  t h e y  n a m e d  h i m  Y a a c o v  a f t e r
m y  b r o t h e r ,  J a c q u e s .  W e  a l l  i n  t h e  f a m i l y
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w e r e  o v e r j o y e d  f o r  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
s a p o r t a  c l a n .  I n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  m y  s i s t e r -
i n - l a w ,  E s t h e r ,  w h o  l e t  u s  c u d d l e  h e r
b a b y ,  D a n i e l ,  M i r i a m  t h o u g h t  o f  s a f e g u a r d i n g
t h e  h e a l t h  o f  h e r  b a b y ,  Y a a c o v ,  a n d  d i d  n o t
p e r m i t  a n y o n e  o f  u s  t o  c a r e s s  h i m .  I t  w a s
a  t y p i c a l  c a s e  o f  e x a g g e r a t i o n  i n  s a n i t a r y
p r e c a u t i o n s .

*  * *

A f t e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s u r r e n d e r  o f  C h a m b e r l a i n
t o  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  H i t l e r  r e g a r d i n g  C z e c h o -
s l o v a k i a  a t  M u n i c h ,  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  m y  b e s t
b e t  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  A m e r i c a .  I f  t h i n g s
c a m e  t o  t h e  w o r s t ,  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  f a m i l y  s h o u l d  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  m o s t
p o w e r f u l  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d . I n  t h e
U . S .  t h e y  w e r e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  p l i g h t
o f  t h e  J e w s  a n d  I  c o u l d  h e l p  m y  k i n  i n
c a s e ,  G o d  f o r b i d ,  t h e y  w o u l d  f a l l  u n d e r
t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  d e m e n t e d  t y r a n t  H i t l e r .

M y  A m e r i c a n  p a s s p o r t  h a d  e x p i r e d  a n d  I  h a d
t o  t r a v e l  w i t h  A u r e l i a  t o  J e r u s a l e m  f o r
i t s  r e n e w a l .  T h e  r o a d  T e l  A v i v  J e r u s a l e m
w a s  n o t  s a f e .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  a  p r o m i n e n t
y o u n g  J e w i s h  m a n  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  A r a b s  i n -
t e n t  t o  h a r a s s  t h e  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  o n
t h e  s a m e  r o a d .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,
t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n s u l  a c c e p t e d  t o  r e n e w  m y
p a s s p o r t ,  w h i c h  I  h a d  s e n t  t o  t h e m  b y  m a i l ,
f o r  t w o  m o n t h s  d u r i n g  w h i c h  m y  w i f e  a n d  I
s h o u l d  h a v e  a m p l e  t i m e  t o  r e a c h  A m e r i c a .

A l l  m y  f r i e n d s  a c c u s e d  m e  o f  d e s e r t i n g
t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  d a n g e r . Some
o f  t h e m  h a v i n g  i n  m i n d  t h e  w o r s t  s i t u a t i o n ,
t o l d  m e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  f a t e  o f  m y  f a m i l y
w h i l e  I  w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  b y  m y  p r e s e n c e
i n  t h e  U . S . A .  I  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p
t h e m .  M y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,  t h i n k i n g
t h a t  o n l y  p e c u n i a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w a s
p r o m p t i n g  m e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A m e r i c a ,  p r o p o s e d
t o  p u t  m e  i n  t h e  p a y r o l l  o f  t h e  b a n k  a s  a
r e a l  e s t a t e  e m p l o y e e . H e  k n e w  p e r f e c t l y
w e l l  t h a t  i f  I  h a d  a c c e p t e d ,  I  w o u l d  a m p l y
e a r n  m y  s a l a r y .
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M y  d e a r  m o t h e r  t o l d  m y  w i f e  t h a t  s h e
t h o u g h t  w e  s h o u l d  b e  t h e r e  t o  c l o s e
h e r  e y e s  f o r  e t e r n i t y  w h e n  G o d  w o u l d
d e c r e e  t h a t  h e r  t i m e  h a d  c o m e  t o  a n
e n d .  I t  w i l l  b e  m y  e v e r l a s t i n g  r e m o r s e
n o t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  d a y s
o f  h e r  l i f e  w h e n  m i n e  a n d  A u r e l i a ' s
p r e s e n c e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o f  c o m f o r t  t o
h e r .  M y  f a t h e r  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  a g r e e
w i t h  m e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  g o ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t
m y  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l  w a s  t a p p i n g  m y  s h o u l d e r
t o  b e  o n  m y  w a y  t o  t h e  o n l y  b l e s s e d
c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  w h e r e ,  u n d e r  t h e
p r e s i d e n c y  o f  F r a n k l i n  D .  R o o s e v e l t ,  J e w s
c o u l d  r e t a l i a t e  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  i n s u l t e d .
I  f e l t  t h a t  m y  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  p o s s e s s i o n
w a s  m y  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  I  s h a l l
d o  m y  u t m o s t  n o t  t o  l o s e  i t . A t  f i r s t
I  w a s  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  a  g o o d  s i z e  c a p i t a l
t h a t  Y o s e p h  A l v o  w a s  g o i n g  t o  a d v a n c e  m e
t o  b e  i n v e s t e d  i n  w h a t e v e r  b u s i n e s s  I
c h o s e  u p o n  m y  a r r i v a l  i n  A m e r i c a . I n  t h e
l a s t  m i n u t e  h e  c h a n g e d  h i s  m i n d  a n d  I
t u r n e d  t o  H e n r i  B o u r l a  t o  i n v e s t  s o m e
c a p i t a l  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  m e  t o  u n d e r t a k e
s o m e  w o r t h w h i l e  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  t h e  o n l y
c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  I  j u d g e d  s a f e

f o r  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  f u n d s . h e ,  t o o ,s e e m e d  i n c l i n e d  t o  a c q u i e s c e  t o  m y

p r o p o s i t i o n  a t  f i r s t ,  t h e n  h e  d e c l a r e d
t o  m e  b l u n t l y  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  m a k e  m y
p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b a n k .  M y  f a t h e r  t o l d
m e  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  c o u r a g e ,  w i t h
m y  o w n  m e a g e r  r e s o u r c e s ,  t o  d o  w h a t  i t
w a s  m y  d e s t i n y  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  H e  b l e s s e d
m e  " t o  m a k e  g o o d  e n c o u n t e r s  a n d  f i n d
f a v o r  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  n e w  f r i e n d s . " I
b o u g h t  t h e n  a  s e t  o f  s a m p l e s  o f  f i l i g r e e
j e w e l r y ,  h a v i n g  i n  m i n d  t o  s h o w  i t  t o
p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  s a l e  i n  t h e
f o r t h c o m i n g  W o r l d ' s  F a i r  i n  N e w  Y o r k .

*  *  *

I n  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 9 3 8 ,
a b u n d a n t  r a i n s  w e r e  p o u r i n g  i n  P a l e s t i n e
c a u s i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  T e l  A v i v  t o  b e
f l o o d e d .  M y  r e l u c t a n t  w i f e  s a i d  t h a t
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t h i s  w a s  n o t  a  g o o d  o m e n  f o r  o u r  v o y a g e .
W e  w e r e  d u e  t o  l e a v e  o n  o u r  f i r s t  l e g  o f
o u r  t r i p  t o  I t a l y  o n  t h e  n i n t h  o f  N o v e m b e r .
O n  t h a t  d a y  t h e  r a i n  s u b s i d e d  a n d  t h e
f a m i l y  c o m p r i s i n g  L e o n  a n d  M a t h i l d e  w e r e
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  o u r  p a r e n t s  t o
b i d  u s  f a r e w e l l . M y  s i s t e r - i n - l a w .
E s t h e r ,  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  m y  w i f e  w a s  c a r r y i n g
a n  u m b r e l l a  a n d  w e a r i n g  a  p l a i n  c o a t ,  r a n
t o  h e r  h o u s e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  u p o n
r e t u r n i n g  p r e s e n t e d  A u r e l i a  w i t h  a  s u p e r b
r a i n c o a t  s h e  h a d  j u s t  b o u g h t  a n d  m y  b r o t h e r ,
S e m ,  s l i p p e d  m e  a  o n e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r  b i l l .
W e  w e r e  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e s e  m a r k s  o f
a f f e c t i o n  a n d  A u r e l i a  w a s  c r y i n g  a n d
c r y i n g .  F i n a l l y  t h e  t i m e  c a m e  t o  s a y
g o o d - b y e  t o  a l l  p r e s e n t  a n d  w e  w e r e  o n
o u r  w a y  t o  t h e  b u s  s t a t i o n  w a i t i n g  f o r
a  b u s  t h a t  w a s  t o  t a k e  u s  t o  H a i f a  w h e r e
w e  w e r e  t o  b o a r d  a  s h i p  o f  t h e  L l o y d
T r i e s t i n o  d u e  a t  T r i e s t e  f i v e  d a y s  l a t e r .
T h e  b u s  w a s  d e l a y e d  s o m e w h a t  w h e n  w e  s a w
m y  f a t h e r  l e a n i n g  o n  h i s  c a n e  a p p e a r  f o r
a n o t h e r  g o o d - b y e .  A u r e l i a ,  w h o  h a d  n o t
c e a s e d  t o  c r y ,  c a u s e d  t h e  c o m m e n t s  o f
o t h e r  p a s s e n g e r s  t o  e x c l a i m  h o w  c r u e l
i t  w a s  t o  s e e  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n
f a t h e r  a n d  d a u g h t e r ;  t h e y  w e r e  a m a z e d
w h e n  I  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  m y  f a t h e r .

T h e  t r i p  t o  H a i f a  w a s  a  b i t  s c a r y  i n
o b s e r v i n g  p a t r o l s  o f  B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s
s t a t i o n e d  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  b u t  w e  r e a c h e d
H a i f a  t o w a r d  e v e n i n g  w i t h o u t  m i s h a p .

We

w e n t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  s h i p  w h i c h  s a i l e d
a t  d u s k  t o w a r d  L a r n a c a .  A f t e r  w e  s a i l e d
t h e  n e x t  d a y  f r o m  C y p r u s  w e  n o t i c e d  s o m e
c o m m o t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  J e w i s h  p a s s e n g e r s  o n
b o a r d .  A  b u l l e t i n  j u s t  p o s t e d  w a s  a n -
n o u n c i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  i n  P a r i s  o f  a  G e r m a n
m i l i t a r y  a t t a c h e  b y  a  P o l i s h  J e w .

The

u s u a l  r e l a x e d  a t m o s p h e r e  a b o a r d  t h e s e

s h i p s  w a s  t e n s e .
A f t e r  P i r e u s ,  w h e r e  w e

h e a r d  n e w s  o f  N a z i  r e t a l i a t i o n
a g a i n s t

J e w s ,  J e w i s h  p r o p e r t y  a n d  b u r n i n g  o f
s y n a g o g u e s  i n  G e r m a n y ,  w e  w e r e  p l a i n l y
s c a r e d  u p o n  g o i n g  a s h o r e  a t  T r i e s t e .
T h e  c u s t o m  f o r m a l i t i e s  w e r e  c o m p l i c a t e d
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f o r  J e w i s h  p a s s e n g e r s  a r r i v i n g  f r o m
P a l e s t i n e .  W e  h a d  t o  u n d r e s s  n a k e d
a n d  a n  i n s p e c t o r  h a d  t o  v e r i f y  i f  a
p a p e r  o r  s o m e  c u r r e n c y  w a s  c o n c e a l e d
i n  a n y  p a r t  o f  o u r  b o d y .  F i n a l l y  t h e
o r d e a l  c a m e  t o  a n  e n d  a n d  w e  w e r e  f r e e
t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  o u r  j o u r n e y .  T h e  t r i p
t i c k e t  b o u g h t  i n  T e l  A v i v  f r o m  t h e  C o o k ' s
A g e n c y  e n t i t l e d  u s  t o  f r e e  m e a l s  a n d
h o t e l s  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  C h e r b o u r g ,  b u t
i t  h a d  t o  b e  a  c o n t i n u o u s  v o y a g e .  I n
f a c t ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  C o o k ' s  w a s  w a i t i n g
a t  t h e  p i e r  t o  t a k e  u s  f o r  l u n c h  a n d  t o
s h o w  u s  t h e  s i g h t s  o f  T r i e s t e . We
t h a n k e d  h i m  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w e r e  i n
a  h u r r y  t o  c a t c h  a  t r a i n  t o  M i l a n .  W e
r e a c h e d  t h e r e  b e f o r e  n i g h t f a l l  w i s h i n g
t o  b e  n e a r  o n e  o f  A u r e l i a ' s  s i s t e r s .
W e  c h o s e  t h e  H o t e l  C e r v o  t o  s t a y  d u r i n g
t h e  f e w  d a y s  w e  w a n t e d  t o  v i s i t  A u r e l i a ' s
f a m i l y . T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  f o r  t h e  J e w i s h
p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  g l o o m y . T h e  A r c h - b i s h o p
o f  M i l a n  h a d  j u s t  d e l i v e r e d  a  s e r m o n
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  r a c i a l  l a w s  w h i c h  w e r e  n o t
j u s t i f i e d  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p u b l i c
o p i n i o n  w a s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  J e w s .  M y
s i s t e r - i n - l a w  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  C a r l o
B a l c o n i ,  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  l e t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n
c h o o s e  t h e i r  o w n  r e l i g i o n  w h e n  t h e y  b e -
c a m e  o f  a g e .C o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  p e r s e c u t i o n s
t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  h a v e  t h e m  b a p t i z e d  t o
s p a r e  t h e m  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  o n
c h i l d r e n  o f  m i x e d  m a r r i a g e s . A  l a w
a n n o u n c e d  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  p r o h i b i t e d  s u c h
p r o c e d u r e .  A s  f o r  t h e  T e r n i s ,  t h e i r
p o s i t i o n  a s  J e w s  w a s  d e s p e r a t e .  T h e i r
d a u g h t e r s  w h o  w e r e  b r o u g h t  u p  w i t h  h i g h
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f i t  t o  t e a c h  c l a s s e s  i n
h i g h e r  s c h o o l s  w e r e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t e a c h
o n l y  J e w i s h  c h i l d r e n  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s

G i n  T e r n i ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a
t h e a t e r  m a n a g e r  a s  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e
C o m p a n y  S u v i n i  Z e r b o n i ,  h a d  t o  r e l i n q u i s h
h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  g e n t i l e  m a n a g e r .

T h e i r  p l i g h t  w a s  p i t i f u l .  T h e y  w e r e  u s e d
t o  a n  a b u n d a n t  l i f e  a n d  h a v i n g  e x h a u s t e d
t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o
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pars imon ious  expenses . The  coup le
M a r a n z a n a  w a s  f a r i n g  b e t t e r . ? Our
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  " c o o d  D i e r o l l  a c h e
w a s  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  w a s  c h i e f  a t
t h e  S c a l o  F a r i n i ;  h e  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  w i t h
o t h e r  r a i l r o a d  e m p l o y e e s  t o  p a r a d e
o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  M i l a n  i n
b l a c k  s h i r t s  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  u n i f o r m  o f
t h e  F a s c i s t  P a r t y . I n  h i s  h e a r t  h e  d i d
n o t  h a r b o r  a n y  g r u d g e  a g a i n s t  a n y  h u m a n
b e i n g ;  l e a s t  o f  a l l  t h e  J e w s . N o w  i t
w a s  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  C o n c a  f a m i l y .  o u r
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  G a e t a n o  C o n c a ,  k n o w n  i n
t h e  f a m i l y  a s  N i n o ,  w a s  t h e  m a n a g i n g
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  E l e c t r i c  C o m p a n y  i n
P i a c e n z a .  T h e y  l i v e d  t h e r e  i n  a
p a l a t i a l  a p a r t m e n t ;  a  p a r t  o f  a  c a s t l e
m a n y  c e n t u r i e s  o l d ,  a n d  w h i l e  I  w e n t
w i t h  M a r i o ,  o n e  o ft h e i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,
s i g h t s e e i n g  i n  t o w n ,  A u r e l i a  h a d  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  a  l o n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n
w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  L i n d a . R e t u r n i n g  t o
M i l a n  w e  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  b e i n g  i n v i t e d
f o r  S u n d a y  d i n n e r . O u r  b r o t h e r - i n - L a w ,
A t t i l i o ,  h a d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  h i s
h o m e  c l o s e d  t o  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s .
C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s  h e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  u s
h i s  m o s t  f r i e n d l y  f e e l i n g s .  O n  t h a t
d a y  h e  e x p r e s s e d  t o  u s  i n  n o  u n c e r t a i n
t e r m s  h i s  r e p r e h e n s i o n  o f  M u s s o l i n i
a g a i n s t  t h e  J e w s . We were cheered up
h o w  A u r e l i a ' s  s i s t e r ,  E s p e r i a ,  w e l l  k n o w n
i n  t h e  f a m i l y  f o r  h e r  c h a r i t a b l e  h e a r t ,
w a s  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  s p i n s t e r  o l d  a u n t ,
L a u r i n a . S h e  w a s  a  d a i l y  v i s i t o r  a t  t h e
V a i l e t t i  h o m e  a n d  h e r  n i e c e  t o o k  c h a r g e
t o  f e e d  h e r  p r o p e r l y .

M y  f a t h e r ,  a l w a y s  a l e r t  t o  a v o i d  f u t u r e
t r o u b l e ,  w a r n e d  m e  n o t  t o  t a k e  a n y  m o n e y
o r  v a l u a b l e s  t h a t  G i n o  T e r n i  e v e n t u a l l y
w o u l d  g i v e  m e  f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g  i n  A m e r i c a .
M y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  h a d  n o  t r e a s u r e s  t o
e n t r u s t  m e  w i t h  b u t  h e  k n e w  f e l l o w  J e w s
w h o  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s p l i t  f i f t y - f i f t y
w i t h  m e  f u n d s  t o  b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  A m e r i c a
u n t i l  n o r m a l c y  w o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  I t a l y .  I
c o u l d  c l e a n  u p  a  s m a l l  f o r t u n e  b y  d o i n g  s o
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but conscious of my father's recommendations
and the customs procedure at Tr ieste, I
re fused categor ica l ly  a l l  p ropos i t ions
coming to me. We left the gloomy atmosphere
of Milan and we were on our way to Paris.
As the train was approaching the Swiss
front ier ,  I ta l ian customs inspectors came
aboard and I prepared myself for the same
ordea l  as  T r ies te .  Bu t  no th ing  o f  the
sort happened; the men just asking the
routine question: "Est ce que vous avez
quelque chose a declarer?," to which I
rep l ied  w i th  a  resound ing  "No. "That
was that  wi thout  any fur ther  inc ident .
When we were in Swiss terr i tory I  real ized
how easy it would have been for me to make
a small fortune by accepting funds entrusted
to my care.  I  kept  repeat ing to mysel f  the
Turkish proverb, "kismetden ziyade olmaz, "
one cannot overcome the decrees of fate.

I n  P a r i s  w e  w e r e  l o d g e d  f o r  f o u r  d a y s  i n
a  h o t e l  n e a r  t h e  G a r e  S a i n t  L a z a r e  a t
C u n a r d  L i n e  e x p e n s e .  W e  v i s i t e d  A u n t
D o u d o u n  w h o  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  P a r i s  w i t h  h e r
c h i l d r e n . H e r  d a u g h t e r ,  M a t h i l d e ,  h a d
m a r r i e d  a  y o u n g  m a n  f r o m  S a l o n i c a b u t  t h e n
l i v i n g  i n  P a r i s ,  n a m e d  N a a r . She was a
b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  b u t  s h e  w a s  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e
s a m e  d i s e a s e  h e r  f a t h e r  h a d  d i e d  o f ,  k i d n e y
t r o u b l e . H e r  e l d e r  s i s t e r ,  S a r i n a , h a d
d i e d  p r e v i o u s l y  w h i l e  s h e  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o
a  b r o t h e r  o f  M e n a h e m  S i m a n t o v  o f  S e r e s .
T h e i r  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  A l b e r t  D a s s a s
( t he i r  name  became  more  f r ench  by  add ing
a n  S ) ,  l i v e d  i n  A n v e r s  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d
f o u r  d a u g h t e r s .  I s a k i n o ,  h i s  e l d e r  b r o t h e r ,
who  had  rema ined  a  bache lo r ,  was  ve r y
a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  a s  h e
w a s  v e r y  a f f e c t i o n a t e  w i t h  h i s  c o u s i n s .
H e  t o o k  A u r e l i a  a n d  I  t o  L a r i b o i s e r e
H o s p i t a l  t o  v i s i t  o u r  c o u s i n ,  M o i s e
S a p o r t a ,  w h o  w a s  d y i n g  o f  t e r m i n a l
c a n c e r  o f  t h e  c o l o n . P e o p l e  a f f l i c t e d
w i t h  i t  n o w a d a y s  l i v e  u s e f u l  l i v e s  b u t
t hen  su rge ry  was  no t  advanced  as  o f
t o d a y . T h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a d d e d
u p  t o  o u r  g l o o m  a n d  c a s u a l l y  m e e t i n g  o u r
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c o u s i n ,  M o i s e  A s s e o ,  d i d  n o t  h e l p  t o
s t r i k e  a  m o r e  c h e e r f u l  n o t e  t o  o u r
s t a y  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  c a p i t a l .  F i n a l l y
w e  l e f t  f o r  C h e r b o u r gi n  r a i n y  c o l d
w e a t h e r  t o  b o a r d  t h e  " Q u e e n  M a r y "  f o r
t h e  p a s s a g e  t o  N e w  Y o r k .

T h e  v o y a g e ,  d e s p i t e  h e a v y  s e a s ,  w a s
p l e a s a n t  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  w h o
s e e m e d  t o  e n j o y  t h e  a m e n i t i e s  o n  b o a r d .
A s  f o r  u s ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  a  h a z y  f u t u r e
d i d  n o t  a l l o w  u s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a l l
h e a r t e d l y  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  h o l i d a y  a t m o s -
p h e r e .  A f t e r  f i v e  d a y s ,  o n  D e c e m b e r
F i r s t  1 9 3 8 ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  w e
reached  New York .

I  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  m y  f r i e n d s ,  t h e  C a s s u t o s ,
a n d  w e  w e r e  h a p p y  t o  s e e  t h e m  w a i t i n g  f o r
u s  a t  t h e  p i e r .  T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  c o l d  a n d
t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y  N e w  Y o r k  h a d  a n  a b u n d a n t
s n o w f a l l . O u r  f r i e n d s  t o o k  u s  t o  t h e i r
a p a r t m e n t  a n d  w e  w e r e  s t a y i n g  t h e r e  f o r
t w o  n i g h t s . D u r i n g  t h e s e  t w o  d a y s  w e
s p e n t  o u r  t i m e  i n  a  f r a n t i c  s e a r c h  f o r
a  f u r n i s h e d  r o o m .  U p o n  a r r i v i n g ,  w e
g o t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  m y  c o u s i n ,  M a t h i l d e
A l c o  ( n e e  B e n u s i g l i o ) .  H e r  f a t h e r - i n -
l a w  h a d  d i e d  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a n d
o n  t h e  d a y  w e  a r r i v e d  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  h e r
m o t h e r - i n - l a w  w a s  h e l d .  M y  c o u s i n  h a d
h e a r d  o f  a  w i d o w e d  M r s .  C a s t r o ,  w h o  w a s
l o o k i n g  f o r  a  c o u p l e  l i k e  u s  t o  r e n t  p a r t
o f  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  a t  1 3 5 5  G r a n d  C o n c o u r s e
i n  t h e  B r o n x . A  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  S e p h a r d i c
p e o p l e  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  b o r o u g h  o f  N e w  Y o r k
c i t y  a n d  w e  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a  g o o d  b r e a k
w h e n  w e  a g r e e d  w i t h  M r s .  C a s t r o  t h a t  f o r
t w e n t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  m o n t h l y  r e n t  w e  h a d
t h e  f r o n t  b e d r o o m  a n d  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e
r u n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  a p a r t m e n t .  A t  t h a t
t i m e  o f  c h e a p  r e n t s  s h e  w a s  p a y i n g
t h i r t y - e i g h t  d o l l a r s  m o n t h l y  r e n t a l ;  s h e
a d d e d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  s h e  w a s
s t a y i n g  w i t h  a  m a r r i e d  d a u g h t e r  a n d  c o n -
s e q u e n t l y  w e  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  v i s i t  o f
r e l a t i v e s  w h o  c o u l d  s t a y  o v e r n i g h t .
T h i s  s t i p u l a t i o n  c a m e  h a n d y  w h e n  A u r e l i a ' s
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b r o t h e r ,  N i n i ,  c a m e  f r o m  T e x a s  w i t h  t h e
y o u n g e s t  o f  h i s  s o n s  f o r  t h e  W o r l d ' s
F a i r  a  f e w  m o n t h s  l a t e r .  M r s .  C a s t r o
ac ted  then  as  a  t rue  Sapor ta  ( she  was
n e e  S a p o r t a ,  n o  r e l a t i o n  o f  o u r s )  a n d
s h e  w e n t  t o  s t a y  w i t h  a  d a u g h t e r  f o r
t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  A u r e l i a ' s  b r o t h e r ' s  s t a y
in  New York.  We were happy to  move to
ou r  f u rn i shed  apa r tmen t  and  to  s leep  i n
a comfor table bed.

I  w a s  t h i n k i n g  t h e n  o f  s e e k i n g  e m p l o y m e n t
b u t  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p r o p o s i t i o n
i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  H a v i n g  r e s o l v e d  o u r
h o u s i n g  p r o b l e m  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  I  t h o u g h t
t h a t  m y  b e s t  p r o c e d u r e  w a s  n o t  t o  s p e n d
m y  m e a g e r  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  e v e r y d a y  l i v i n g
e x p e n s e s  a n d  t h a t  s o m e h o w  I  h a d  t o  e a r n
a t  l e a s t  f o r  o u r  k e e p .  I  h a d  b o u g h t  i n
P a r i s  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  g o o d  I s a k i n o  D a s s a
s o m e  n o v e l t y  j e w e l r y  a n d  a  c o u p l e  d a y s  o f
v i s i t s  t o  s t o r e s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h e r e  i s  s o m e o n e  a h e a d
o f  y o u  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  c a p i t a l  a n d  t h e
o n e  w i t h  p o o r  m e a n s  h a s  n o t  g o t  a  c h a n c e .
N o w a d a y s  i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t r a v e l s  a  l o t  t o  f o r e i g n
c o u n t r i e s  a n d  a c q u i r e s  e x o t i c  t a s t e . I n
t h e  t h i r t i e s  o n l y  A m e r i c a n  f a s h i o n  c o u l d
b e  s o l d . I  h a d  t o  s e l l  a t  r e t a i l  t h e
i t e m s  I  h a d  a c q u i r e d  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a n d
P a r i s .  A f t e r  I  d i d  t h a t ,  I  w a n t e d  t o
r e s u m e  t h e  s a l e s  o f  b a r b e r  s u p p l i e s  b u t
m y  w i f e ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  w a s
c a t e g o r i c a l  b e c a u s e  I  h a d  t o  c a r r y  a
h e a v y  l o a d  w i t h  m e .  I  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r
t o  m y  P e n n s y l v a n i a  f r i e n d s  t h a t  w e  h a d
r e t u r n e d  f r o m  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  I  r e l i e d  o n
t h e i r  g o o d  j u d g m e n t  w h a t  t h i s  n e w s  i m p l i e d .

I n s t e a d  o f  r e p l y i n g  t o  m y  l e t t e r  t h e  L a m p e l
coup le  accompan ied  by  A l  F r i ed  came  to  seeu s  i n  N e w  Y o r k .

S o m e  c h a n g e s  h a d  o c c u r r e d
i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  T h e i r  e l d e s t  s o n ,  S a m ,
was  i n  t he  i nsu rance  bus i ness  and

d o i n gf a i r l y  w e l l .  T h e i r  s o n ,  H a r o l d ,  w a s  a n
a n n o u n c e r  a t  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  A l l e n t o w n .
The  younges t  o f  t he i r  sons ,  Edward ,  was  a
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c a n t o r  a t  t h e  s y n a g o g u e .  J a c o b  L a m p e l
w a s  a  c o m m i a s i o n  s a l e s m a n  f o r  t h e  K e y -
s t o n e  C o m p a n y  o f  A l l e n t o w n  s e l l i n g  h o m e
i n p r o v e m e n t s  w i t h  f i n a n c i n g  b y  a  b a n k
w i t h  a  g u a r a n t e e  f r o m  t h e  F . H . A .  T h e y
p r o p o s e d  t o  u s  t o  c o m e  t o  A l l e n t o w n  t o
w o r k  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e m  f o r  t h e
s a m e  c o m p a n y  w i t h  m e  t a k i n g  c h a r g e  o f
p r o s p e c t i v e  I t a l i a n  c u s t o m e r s .
f o l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  A l l e n t o w n  t o  t e s t  m y
g r o u n d  l e a v i n g  A u r e l i a  i n  N e w  Y o r k  i n
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  n o v e l t y  j e w e l r y  t o  w h i c h
I  h a d  a d d e d  u p  s o m e  d o m e s t i c  i t e m s  i n
v o g u e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  S h e  w a s  w e l l  i n -
t r o d u c e d  a m o n g  t h e  t h r e e  A l v o  b r o t h e r s
f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h e i r  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r ,  L i n a ,
m a r r i e d  t o  D a n i e l  A l d o r o t t y .  I  l e f t  w i t h
a  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y ;  m y  w i f e  h a v i n g  t h e
c o m p a n y  o f  M r s .  C a s t r o  a t  h o m e  a n d  m y
c o u s i n ,  M a t h i l d e  A l c o ,  j u s t  a c r o s s  t h e
s t r e e t  o n  t h e  c o n c o u r s e . I n  t h e  p r e -
v i o u s  t h r e e  m o n t h s  w e  h a d  m a d e  a  v a s t
c i r c l e  o f  f r i e n d s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m i l i e s
o f  V i c t o r  M a t a r a s s o  a n d  A l b e r t  E z r a t t y .
M y  t r i p  t o  A l l e n t o w n  p r o v e d  t o  b e  m y
f i r s t  r i g h t  m o v e  s i n c e  o u r  r e t u r n  t o  N e w
Y o r k .  T h e  K e y s t o n e  C o m p a n y  h a d  a p p a r e n t l y
a  s o l e  o w n e r  a n d  l i k e  t h e  L a m p e l s  h e  w a s
a n  H u n g a r i a n  J e w .  H e  p u t  m e  a t  e a s e  a s
s o o n  a s  h e  s a w  m e  o n  t h a t  M a r c h  r a i n y
c o l d  d a y  b y  t e l l i n g  t h e  c a s h i e r  t o  a d v a n c e
m e  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  c o m m i s s i o n s
a n d  t o  r e s e r v e  f o r  m e  a  r o o m  a t  t h e
A m e r i c u s  H o t e l ,  t h e  b e s t  i n  t o w n .  I
a c c e p t e d  t h e  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  b u t  I  d e c l i n e d
t o  b e  l o d g e d  a t  t h e  h o t e l  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t
I  w a n t e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  L a m p e l  f a m i l y
o n  S u s q u e h a n n a  S t r e e t  t h a t  I  k n e w  s o  w e l l .

O u r  f i r s t  c a l l  t h a t  s a m e  m o r n i n g  w a s  t o  a
h o u s e  w h o s e  o w n e r ,  a n  I t a l i a n ,  h a d  r e f u s e a
t o  s e e  a n y  s a l e s m a n  t h a t  a p p r o a c h e d  h i m
i n c l u d i n g  m y  p a r t n e r .  I  w e n t  i n  a l o n e
a n d  t r i e d  t h e  b e s t  I  c o u l d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o
h i m  t h a t  t h e  l u m b e r  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  n e e d e d
t w o  c o a t s  o f  p a i n t  e v e r y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r
y e a r s  t o  a v o i d  t h e  r o t t i n g  o f  t h e  l u m b e r .
W h y  n o t  h a v e  a  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  j o b  d o n e  b y
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hav ing  t he  house  cove red  w i t h  sh i ng les?
A s  t o  t h e  f i n a n c i n g ,  h e  c o u l d  s e l e c t  t h e
i n s t a l l m e n t s  f r o m  o n e  t o  f i v e  y e a r s .  H e
d e c l a r e d  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  w a s
neve r  exp la i ned  t o  h im  more  c l ea r l y  and
t h a t  h e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  w a n t e d  t h e  o u t s i d e
o f  t h e i r  h o m e  t o  l o o k  a s  m e t i c u l o u s l y
c l e a n  a s  t h e  i n s i d e  e v e r  w a s .  W i t h  t h i s
t h e  m a n  g a v e  h i s  a c c o r d  t h a t  a  t e c h n i c i a n
of  the company was coming to measure the
h o u s e  a n d  q u o t e  a  f i n a l  p r i c e . The
b l e s s i n g  o f  m y  f a t h e r  t h a t  I  s h a l l  m a k e
good encounters came to my mind and most
i m p o r t a n t  f a i t h  i n  m y s e l f  w a s  r e s t o r e d
w i t h  t h i s  s a l e  o n  m y  f i r s t  a t t e m p t .  T h emanaging owner of the Keystone Companyo n  t h e

w a s  g r a t i f i e d  b y  m y  f i r s t  s u c c e s s  i n
e a r n i n g  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  d o l l a r s
commiss ion  on  th is  dea l .

T h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  c a r  w a s  i m p e r a t i v e
f o r  u s  b u t  I  c o u l d  n o t  d r i v e  n o r  c o u l d
m y  p a r t n e r .  A f t e r  w e  b o u g h t  a  P o n t i a c
s e d a n , t h e  d r i v i n g  p r o b l e m  w a s  r e s o l v e d
b y  h i r i n g  a s  o u r  c h a u f f e u r ,  E d d i e  L a m p e l ,
a t  a  s a l a r y  o f  f o r t y  d o l l a r s  a  w e e k ,  f r o m
M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  t o  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  w h e n  h e
w a s  t o  r e s u m e  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  c a n t o r  a t  t h e
t e m p l e  i n  A l l e n t o w n .  W e  c o v e r e d  a n  e x t e n -
s i v e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  n o t  w i t h o u t
a  f e w  h i t c h e s .  B u s i n e s s  w a s  p r o c e e d i n g  a t
a  b r i s k  p a c e  w h e n  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  s a l e s m e n
w o r k i n g  f o r  o u r  c o n c e r n  c r e a t e d  f o r  u s
h a r d s h i p s  i n s p i r e d  b y  j e a l o u s y .  T h e  m a n a g e r ,
i t  s e e m s ,  l i k e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  i t  s t i m u l a t e d
b u s i n e s s .  A l l  s a l e s m e n  w e r e  n o t  m e a n ;
s o m e  o f  t h e m  w e r e  o f  p l e a s a n t  c o m p a n y . I
s t r u c k  u p  a n  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  a  m i d d l e  a g e
g e n t l e m a n  w h o  w a s  a n  a d d i c t  i n  e a t i n g  s t r o n g
p e p p e r s  a t  a l l  t i m e s  a n d  t o  p l a y  t h e  h o r s e s .
H e  w a s  H u n g a r i a n  b y  b i r t h  a n d  o n  t h e  d a y
t h e  G e r m a n s  i n v a d e d  P o l a n d  I  w a s  r i d i n g
w i t h  h i m  i n  h i s  c a r  o n  o u r  w a y  t o  t h e
r a c e  t r a c k  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  t o  m e e t  m y  p a r t n e r .
L a m p e l . A r r i v i n g  a t  H a v r e  d e  G r a c e  i n
M a r y l a n d ,  I  l i k e d  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h e
c r o w d  a n d  s i n c e  t h a t  d a y  I  b e c a m e  l i k e
M r .  S i m o n e  a n d  e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L a m p e l
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h o u s e h o l d ,  a  h o r s e  p l a y e r  w i t h  s m a l l
s t a k e s . " C h i  v a  c o n  l o  z o p p o  i m p a r a
a  z o p p i c a r e . "  H e  w h o  g o e s  w i t h  t h e  l a m e
l e a r n s  h o w  t o  l i m p .  I  l e a r n e d  m y  l e s s o n
t h e  h a r d  w a y ;  a f t e r  t e n  y e a r s  o f
m o d e r a t e l y  p l a y i n g  t h e  h o r s e s  I  u n d e r -
s t o o d  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  i t  a n d  I  n e v e r
w e n t  t o  t h e  t r a c k  o r  t o  p l a c e  a  b e t
o n  a  h o r s e .

Rose Lampe l  had  come to  New York  where
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  A u r e l i a  t h e y  w e r e  s e l l i n g
n o v e l t y  j e w e l r y  a n d  g e t t i n g  o r d e r s  f o r
s t a n d  p h o t o s .  I  h a d  r e s u m e d  m y  r e l a t i o n -
s h i p  w i t h  M r .  L i c k e r  a n d  t h e y  w e r e
c a r r y i n g  h i s  c a t a l o g u e .  I  h a d  f u r t h e r m o r e
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e m  a  s o u r c e  o f  s u p p l i e s
f o r  t h e  n o v e l t y  j e w e l r y  w i t h  a  m e r c h a n t
o f  C a n a l  S t r e e t  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  m o d e r a t e l y
s u c c e s s f u l .  W h a t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h i s
f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  s e l l  n o v e l t y  j e w e l r y
w a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  p a v e d  t h e  w a y  t o
s e l l  p r e c i o u s  j e w e l r y  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f
t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  m y  b u s i n e s s  c a r e e r .  I
h a d  c e a s e d  t o  b e  a  " l u f t m e n s h ; "  I  h a d
b e c o m e  a  j e w e l r y  d e a l e r  p e r m a n e n t l y .

*  *  *

H i t l e r  w a s  p u r s u i n g  a  p o l i c y  o f  a g g r e s s i o n
b y  i n v a d i n g  P o l a n d  a n d  t h i s  p r o v o k e d
E n g l a n d  a n d  F r a n c e  t o  d e c l a r e  w a r  o n
G e r m a n y ;  a  w a r  f o r  w h i c h  E n g l a n d  w a s  n o t
p r e p a r e d  a n d  F r a n c e  f e e l i n g  s e c u r e  b e -
h i n d  t h e  M a g i n o t  L i n e . T h a t  s e n s e  o f
s e c u r i t y  w a s  t o  s p e l l  h e r  d e f e a t  a  f e w
s h o r t  m o n t h s  l a t e r . T h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e
w e r e  l u l l e d  i n  c o n s e r v i n g  n e u t r a l i t y  b e -
c a u s e  o f  t h e  o c e a n  s e p a r a t i n g  A m e r i c a  f r o m
t h e  p e r e n n i a l  c o n f l i c t s  o f  E u r o p e .  P r e s i d e n t
R o o s e v e l t  k n e w  b e t t e r  i n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e
m a d  f u h r e r  o f  G e r m a n y  w o u l d  d e f y  A m e r i c a
a n d  e v e r y  h u m a n  r i g h t ,  b l i n d e d  b y  t h e
c r a z y  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e
G e r m a n  p e o p l e .

I n  P a l e s t i n e  t h e  a n t a g o n i s m  o f  t h e  A r a b s
t o w a r d  t h e  J e w s  p e r s i s t e d  u n a b a t e d  a n d
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t h e s e  t w o  f a c t o r s  k e p t  m e ,  l i k e  e v e r y
J e w ,  c o n c e r n e d  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e  s a f e t y .

*  *  *

T h i s  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  e v e n t s
i n  e a r l y  s e n t  m e  i m p r o v i n g
m y  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n . " J ' a v a i s  b r u l e  m e s
v a i s s e a u x "  ( I  h a d  b u r n e d  m y  v e s s e l s )  b y
r e t u r n i n g  t o  A m e r i c a .  T h i s  s t a r t  o f  a
modera te  success  was  hampered by  me be-
c o m i n g  s i c k . I t  w a s  f i r s t  d i a g n o s e d  a s
p r o s t a t e  t r o u b l e  a n d  t h e n  w i t h  a  s t r i c t u r e
i n  t h e  u r i n a r y  c a n a l .  I  h a d  t o  c o m e  b a c k
t o  N e w  Y o r k  f o r  t h e  p r o l o n g e d  t r e a t m e n t .
A  m o n t h  l a t e r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  K e y s t o n e
Company  came to  New York  and  he  inv i ted
m e  t o  h i s  h o t e l  a n d  n o t i c i n g  m y  i m p r o v e d
c o n d i t i o n  h e  p r o p o s e d  m y  r e s u m i n g  t h e
f u n c t i o n s  o f  s a l e s m a n  i n  h i s  c o m p a n y .  I
r e l u c t a n t l y  d e c l i n e d  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a f r a i d
o f  a  r e l a p s e  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f
home.

* *  *

I t  w a s  e x a c t l y  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  w e  h a d  c o m e
b a c k  t o  A m e r i c a  w h e n  M r s .  C a s t r o  p r o p o s e d
t o  c e d e  u s  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  a n d  a c q u i r e  t h e
f u r n i t u r e  i n  i t  a t  a  v e r y  m o d e r a t e  p r i c e .
I  r e f u s e d  h e r  o f f e r  a n d  s h e  s o l d  h e r  f u r -
n i t u r e  a  p i e c e  h e r e  a n d  a  p i e c e  t h e r e  a t
b e t t e r  p r i c e s  t h a n  t h e  o n e  a s k e d  f r o m  u s .
I  r e f u s e d  t o  l i v e  i n  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  a n d  t o
b u y  h e r  f u r n i t u r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e v e n t u a l i t y
o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  h e r  d a u g h t e r ;  s h e
w o u l d  w a n t  t o  s t a y  w i t h  u s .  I n  e f f e c t ,
a  f e w  m o n t h s  l a t e r  s u c h  w a s  t h e  c a s e  a n d
I  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  m y s e l f  f o r  h a v i n g  g u e s s e d
r i g h t .  A f t e r  h a v i n g  l i v e d  w i t h  a
d a u g h t e r  f o r  a b o u t  o n e  y e a r  s h e  r e n t e d

ar o o m  i n  a  l a d y  f r i e n d ' s  a p a r t m e n t . We
r e n t e d  a n  a p a r t m e n t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  l a r g e
r o o m  w i t h  a  M u r p h y  b e d  a n d  a  k i t c h e n e t t e
a t  t h e  s a m e  r e n t a l  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  p a i d
s h o u l d  w e  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  o f f e r  o f  o u r
l a n d l a d y  f o r  h e r  m u c h  l a r g e r  a p a r t m e n t .
T h e  s i z e  o f  o u r  n e w  h o m e  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e
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m u c h  f u r n i t u r e . I t  w a s  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e
b u i l d i n g  o n e  b l o c k  e a s t  o f  t h e  c o n c o u r s e
a t  1 7 1 s t  S t r e e t  c o m p r i s i n g  t w o  h u n d r e d
a n d  f o r t y  a p a r t m e n t s  w i t h  f o u r  e l e v a t o r s .
I t  w a s  a  l u x u r y  b u i l d i n g  4 0 %  v a c a n t  a n d
t h e  b a n k  w h o  w a s  h o l d i n g  a  m o r t g a g e  o n  i t
w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  c a p a b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r
w i t h  t w e n t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  e q u i t y  o n  i t .
I t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
J o s e p h  A l v o  o r  H e n r i  B o u r l a  t o  b e c o m e
l a n d l o r d s  o f  s u c h  a  b u i l d i n g  h a d  t h e y
a d v a n c e d  f u n d s  t o  m e .  A  f e w  m o n t h s  l a t e r
e v e r y  a p a r t m e n t  w a s  r e n t e d  a n d  t h e  n e w
l a n d l o r d  r e a l i z e d  h u g e  p r o f i t s .

w h i l e  I  w a s  u n d e r g o i n g  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t
I  c o u l d  n o t  s t a y  i d l e  a n d  I  m a d e  a
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a  m a r q u i s e t t e  j e w e l r y
f a c t o r y  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  o r d e r s  f r o m
t h e i r  c a t a l o g u e . T h i s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  m y
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  m o r e  p r e c i o u s  j e w e l r y
l i n e  a s  t h i s  f a c t o r y  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  a
b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  h o u s e d  s e v e r a l  j e w e l r y
m a n u f a c t u r e r s .E v e n t u a l l y  I  d e v e l o p e d
b u s i n e s s  w i t hs o m e  o f  t h e m .

T h e  A l v o  B r o t h e r s  ( n o  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e
A l v o s  o f  P a l e s t i n e )  h a d  a  p r i n t i n g  s h o p
l o c a t e d  i n  C a n a l  S t r e e t ,a  c o u p l e  b l o c k s
d i s t a n t  o f  t h e  j e w e l r y  d i s t r i c t . They
o b l i g e d  m e  b y  g i v i n g  t o  m e  a  d e s k  i n
t h e i r  p l a n t  a t  a  n o m i n a l  r e n t  f o r  t h e
p u r p o s e  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n  a d d r e s s  d o w n t o w n
i n  a  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  I t  w a s  a  l i t t l e
o v e r  o n e  y e a r  s i n c e  o u r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e
U . S . A .  a n d  w e  h a d  a c c u m u l a t e d  e n o u g h
s a v i n g s  t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  u s  t o  l o o k  w i t h
o p t i m i s m  t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  M y  w o r r i e s  w e r e
n o t  p e r s o n a l  b u t  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l  a m o n g  t h e
d e c e n t  t h i n k i n g  p e o p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  J e w s .
T h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  P o l a n d ,  t h e  u n n a t u r a l
a l l i a n c e  o f  H i t l e r  w i t h  S t a l i n  a n d  t h e
f u n n y  w a r  g o i n g  o n ,  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t ,
f o r e b o d e  o f  e v i l  t i d e s  f o r  t h e  w e s t e r n
p o w e r s  b e c a u s e  H i t l e r  u s e d  t o  m a r k  h i s
t i m e  b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  o n  a  n e w  a d v e n t u r e .

* * *
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I  k e p t  o n  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  m y  c o u s i n ,
I s a k i n o  D a s s a ,  i n  P a r i s .  H e  h a d  g i v e n
u s  t h e  s a d  n e w s  o f  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  o u r
c o u s i n ,  M o i s e  S a p o r t a .  I t  s e e m s  c r u e l
t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  A u r e l i a  a n d  I  w e r e  n o t
s h o c k e d  b y  t h i s  t r a g i c  n e w s .  H e  w a s
a b o u t  t o r t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e  b u t  w e  h a d  s e e n
h i m  i n  a  h o s p i t a l  b e d  i n  P a r i s  a  f e w
s h o r t  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  w i t h  a c u t e  p a i n s  a n d
i t  w a s  t h e  c a s e  t o  b l e s s  t h e  E t e r n a l  f r o m
d e l i v e r i n g  h i m  f r o m  f u r t h e r  s u f f e r i n g s .
I t  i s  i r o n i c a l  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  d i s e a s e
o f  w h i c h  h e  d i e d  p e r m i t s  t h o s e  n o w  a f f e c t e d
b y  i t  t o  l i v e  u s e f u l  l i v e s  o n l y  h a m p e r e d  i n
t h e i r  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  n a t u r a l  f u n c t i o n s  b u t
a l i v e  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  o f  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  i n
t h e  t e c h n i q u e  o f  s u r g e r y  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e d
c o l o n .

*  *  *

T h e  y e a r  1 9 4 0  m a r k e d  f o r  m e  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n
i n  t h e  j e w e l r y  b u s i n e s s . T h e  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s
o f  A u r e l i a  a n d  m y s e l f  h a d  c r e a t e d  f o r  u s  a
n u c l e u s  o f  c u s t o m e r s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  u s  b y  a n
o r i g i n a l  o n e  t h a t  w e  c a m e  t o  k n o w  b y  o u r
p r o p e r  e f f o r t s ;  I  h a d  l e a r n e d  w e l l  t h e  a r t
o f  c a n v a s s i n g .  I t  w o r k e d  l i k e  a  c h a i n ;
o n c e  w e  h a d  o b t a i n e d  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  p e o p l e
a  b r o t h e r  w i l l  r e c o m m e n d  y o u  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,
a  f r i e n d  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  a n d  s o  f o r t h .

We wereh e l p e d  i n  o u r  s a l e s  b y  e x t e n d i n g  c r e d i t  t h a t
w a s  r e p a i d  i n  w e e k l y  i n s t a l l m e n t s  t h u s  p e r -
m i t t i n g  u s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  c l i e n t .
A n y w a y  i t  w a s  o n l y  n o v e l t y  a n d  m a r q u i s e t t e
j e w e l r y  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  e x t e n d e d
w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .  S o o n  e n o u g h  d e a l i n g
w i t h  t h e s e  b u y e r s  g a v e  w a y  t o  t h e i r  d e m a n d
f o r  g o l d  j e w e l r y  a n d  d i a m o n d s .T h e  o n l y
b u s i n e s s  c o n n e c t i o n  I  h a d  w a s  w i t h  t h e
m a r q u i s e t t e  h o u s e  o f  K i m l e r  &  D a n i e l .  I
h a d  s t r u c k  a  n o t e  o f  c u r i o s i t y  i n  o n e  o f
t h e  t w o  p a r t n e r s ,  M r .  D a n i e l  G u g l i e l m i ,
b e c a u s e  I  s p o k e  I t a l i a n  f l u e n t l y  a n d  h i m s e l f
t h e  s o n  o f  I t a l i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  c o u l d  n o t  k e e p
u p  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  t h i s  h a r m o n i o u s  l a n g u a g e .
H e  o b l i g e d  m e  o n c e  w i t h  a  s m a l l  r e p a i r  a n d  h e
a d v i s e d  m e  t o  c o l l e c t  r e p a i r s  f r o m  m y  j e w e l r y
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customers. H e  d i r e c t e d  m e  t o  M r .  J o s e p h
c h e r n i c k  w h o  w a s  l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  h a l l
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  f a c t o r y . H e  e x p l a i n e d
t o  m e  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  b e  g l a d  t o  h a v e  m e
a m o n g  h i s  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  t h u s  c r e a t i n g
a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e  f o r  m y s e l f . I
e v e n t u a l l y  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a p p r e -
c i a t e  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h i s  f i n e  m a n  p a r t l y
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m y  i n i t i a t i o n  i n  t h e
j e w e l r y  b u s i n e s s .

My countenance must  have puzz led many
p e r s o n s ;  i t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  M r .  C h e r n i c k  o n
a  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r .
n a t i o n a l i t y  I  w a s  a n d  h e  s e e m e d  a  b i t
s k e p t i c a l  w h e n  I  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  I  w a s  a
S e p h a r d i c  J e w .  I  h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
to  know many Askenaz ic  Jews who never  had
h e a r d  o f  a  J e w  o f  S p a n i s h  d e s c e n t . T h e i r
w o r l d  w a s  c o n f i n e d  i n  t h e  " s t e l t " a n d  t h e y
seemed  i nc redu lous  when  t hey  me t  o the r
w e s t e r n  J e w s .  M r .  C h e r n i c k  t h o u g h t  -  w a s
t r y i n g  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  J e w i s h  r e l i g i o n  f o r
m y s t e r i o u s  r e a s o n s .  H e  g o t  u p  f r o m  h i s
s e a t  a t  t h e  b e n c h  a n d  w a l k e d  t o  a  s h e l f
a n d  g e t t i n g  h o l d  o f  a  t i n y  b i b l e  h e  p r o -
c e e d e d  t o  m a k e  m e  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e .
I  a m  n o t  a  b i b l e  e x p e r t  b u t  I  k n e w  b y
h e a r t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h  o f  i t  a n d  I
r e c i t e d  t o  h i m  " B e r e s h i t  b a r a  e l o h i m  e t
a s h a m a y i m  v e  e t  h a a r e t s , "  a n d  f r o m  t h a t
m o m e n t  o n  h i s  w h o l e  m i e n  c h a n g e d .  H e
o f f e r e d  m e  a  c h a i r  n e x t  t o  h i m  a n d  h e
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  h i s  w o r k  a s k i n g  m e  a l l
k i n d s  o f  q u e s t i o n s .

I t  w a s  e v i d e n t  t h a t
h e  h a d  m e t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  J e w  o f
m y  k i n d  a n d  h e  w a s  p l e a s e d  w i t h  w h a t  I
t o l d  h i m .

A t  t h a t  m o m e n t  I  w a s  n o t
t h i n k i n g  o f  b u s i n e s s  b u t  r a t h e r  w o n d e r i n g
w h a t  I  h a d  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  t h i s  m a n  s o
d i f f e r e n t  i n  s p e e c h  f r o m  m y s e l f .  I  c a m e
t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  c e n t u r i e s  o f
separa t ion  and  c l ima tes  a  common bond
h e l d  u s  t o g e t h e r :  T h e  r e l i g i o n  f o u n d e d
by our  common ancestor ,  Abraham,  and
c o d i f i e d  i n  M o s e s '  l a w s . F i n a l l y  I
g a v e  h i m  t h e  f e w  p i e c e s  o f  j e w e l r y  I  h a d
c o l l e c t e d  f o r  r e p a i r s ,  a n d  I  s a w  h i m
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h a n d l i n g  e a c h  i t e m  w i t h  d e x t e r i t y
f i l l i n g  h e r e  a n d  t o r c h  i n  h a n d  s o l d e r i n g
t h e r e . G e t t i n g  u p  f r o m  h i s  s e a t  h e
p o l i s h e d  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  a n d  I  t h o u g h t
o f  s e e i n g  n e w  j e w e l r y .  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d
o f  t h e  m o d e r a t e  p r i c e s  c h a r g e d . He was
n o t  d o i n g  s p e c i a l  f a v o r s  t o  m e  b u t  g e t t i n g
p a i d  h o n e s t l y  b y  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  t h e  d a y .
I n  a  c o u p l e  h o u r s  I  h a d  l e a r n e d  a n  a s p e c t
o f  t h e  j e w e l r y  b u s i n e s s  a n d  t h e  b l e s s i n g
of  my fa ther  came to  my mind:  "To make
g o o d  e n c o u n t e r s . "  S o  f a r  I  h a d  m e t  o n l y
m o d e s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  o f  g r e a t
h e l p  t o  m e . I  w a s  s i n c e  t h a t  d a y  a n
ass iduous  v i s i t o r  w i t h  some  wo rk  a t
Che rn i ck ' s  p l ace .

M y  c o u s i n ,  I s a k i n o  D a s s a ,  w a s  t h e  r e p r e -
s e n t a t i v e  o f  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m  i n  J a p a n
m a k i n g  d e c o r a t i v e  C h r i s t m a s  l i g h t s .  A
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  J a c k  A l v o  w a s  i n  t h e  s a m e
b u s i n e s s  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  I  c a u s e d  t h e m  t o
i n i t i a t e  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b u t  t h e  w a r  i n -
t e r r u p t e d  t h i s  e m b r y o n i c  r e l a t i o n .  A s  f o r
m y s e l f ,  I  w a s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  c u r e d  o f  b e i n g
a  j a c k  o f  a l l  t r a d e s  a n d  I  g a v e  a n  o r d e r  o f
s o m e  p a i n t i n g s  t o  m y  P a r i s  c o u s i n .  I  h a d
n o t i c e d  s o m e  p a i n t i n g s  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e
s i d e w a l k s  o f  P a r i s  b y  d i f f e r e n t  a r t i s t s ,
s o m e  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  o f  t a l e n t . P a i n t i n g s
w e r e  i n  s t y l e  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  C o u s i n  I s a k i n o
f i l l e d  u p  m y  o r d e r  w i t h  a c c u r a c y .  I  r e -
c e i v e d  t h e  s h i p m e n t  i n  M a y  1 9 4 0  o n  o n e  o f
l a s t  f r e i g h t e r s  a r r i v i n g  f r o m  F r a n c e  b e f o r e
t h e  G e r m a n  o c c u p a t i o n .

A s  s o o n  a s  I  h a d
r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a d i n g  I  r e m i t t e d  t h e  a m o u n t
o f  t h e  i n v o i c e  i n  a  b a n k  c h e c k  t o  t h e
s e n d e r . I s a k i n o  D a s s a  w r o t e  a t  w a r ' s  e n d
t h a t  h e  h a d  c a s h e d  t h e  c h e c k  j u s t  i n  t i m e
b e f o r e  f l e e i n g  P a r i s .

T h e  c i t y  w a s  o c c u p i e d
t h e  n e x t  d a y  b y  t h e  G e r m a n s  a n d  H i t l e r  m a d e
h i s  t r i u m p h a n t  e n t r y  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f
F r a n c e  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  " A r c  d e  T r i o m p h e "
e r e c t e d  t o  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  a r m y .
I  w a s  s h o c k e d  b y  t h e  n e w s  a n d  I  i m a g i n e d
t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  e v e r y  p r o u d  F r e n c h m a n .
M u s s o l i n i  b l i n d e d  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s
f e l l o w  d i c t a t o r  d e c l a r e d  w a r  o n  F r a n c e ,
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s t a b b i n g  i n  t h e  b a c k  a  s i s t e r  L a t i n
c o u n t r y  c l a i m i n g  f o r  I t a l y  N i c e  a n d S a v o i e .
I  f o l l o w e d  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  P r e s i d e n t
R o o s e v e l t  w h o ,  i t  s e e m e d ,  w o u l d  n o t  p e r m i t
t w o  e v i l  m e n  t o  r u l e  t h e  w o r l d .  M y  m a i n
w o r r y  w a s  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  J e w s  o f  P a l e s t i n e .
T h e  l e t t e r s  o f  m y  f a t h e r  w e r e  a p p r e h e n s i v e
b u t  h e  s e e m e d  t o  e x p e c t  t h a t  a  j u s t  s o l u t i o n
t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  w a s  g o i n g  t o  p r e v a i l .

*  *  *

T h e  t e m p o  o f  m y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  j e w e l r y
b u s i n e s s  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g  b y  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f
m y  c u s t o m e r s  f o r  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  a r t i c l e s .
I  f e l t  u n c e r t a i n  w h e n  I  h a d  t h e  f i r s t
i n q u i r y  f o r  a  d i a m o n d  r i n g  o f  3 / 4  o f  a
c a r a t . I  r e l i e d  t h e n  o n  m y  f r i e n d ,  C h e r n i c k ,
t o  p u t  m e  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  a  s u p p l i e r . A f t e r
I  h a d  m a d e  m y  f i r s t  s a l e  o f  a  d i a m o n d  e n -
g a g e m e n t  r i n g ,  t h e  s a m e  m e r c h a n t  w h o  h a d
s u p p l i e d  m e  w i t h  i t  o f f e r e d  m e  a  " m e l a n g e "
a m o u n t i n g  t o  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .
d e c l i n e d  h i s  o f f e r .  I  c a m e  t o  r e g r e t  m y
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  i n v e s t  m y  m o n e y  w h e n  a  f e w
m o n t h s  l a t e r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e s e  g e m s  s k y -
r o c k e t e d . I  m a d e  a n o t h e r  m i s t a k e :  I  h a d
i n  T e l  A v i v  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  r a d i o  r e p a i r e r
n a m e d  R a b i n o w i t z . H e  w a s  a  c l e a r  c u t
h o n e s t  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  h a d  s e e n  b e t t e r  d a y s
i n  W i e n  w i t h  h i s  w i d o w e d  f a t h e r .  W i t h
t h e  r i s e  t o  p o w e r  o f  H i t l e r  t h e y  b o t h
e m i g r a t e d  t o  P a l e s t i n e .  A f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s
d e a t h  t h e r e  h e  e m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  U . S . A . ,  a t
t h e  t i m e  o f  m y  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y . O n
t h e  w a y  t o  A m e r i c a  h e  v i s i t e d  a n  u n c l e  i n
t h e  J u r a  r e g i o n  o f  F r a n c e  w h o  g a v e  h i m  a
f e w  p a r c e l s  o f  s e m i - p r e c i o u s  s t o n e s  f o r
s a l e  i n  A m e r i c a .  H e  k n e w  o f  m y  b e c o m i n g
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  j e w e l r y  b u s i n e s s  a n d  h e
g a v e  m e  t h e  l o t  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  I  w o u l d  b e
a b l e  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  h e  w o u l d

d o  h i m s e l f .
T h e  s t o n e s  w e r e  o f  e x c e l l e n t

q u a l i t y  a n d  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e c a l l e d  b y
r e l a t i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  h e  p r o p o s e d  I
s h o u l d  b u y  t h e  l o t  a t  t h e  i m p o r t  c o s t .
T h i s  t i m e  a l s o  I  d e c l i n e d  h i s  o f f e r  a n d
I  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i m  h i s  m e r c h a n d i s e  a n d
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s i n c e  t h e n  I  d i d  n o t  h e a r  f r o m  h i m .  I
h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s  m y  b u s i n e s s
p r o g r e s s e d  t o  a c q u i r e  s t o n e s  s i m i l a r  t o
t h e  o n e s  I  r e f u s e d  t o  b u y  a n d  p a y i n g  h i g h
p r i c e sf o r  t h e m .  O n c e  m o r e  I  h a d  m i s s e d
a  g e n u i n e  b a r g a i n  a n d  i t  s e e m e d  I  h a d  n o
f l a i r  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  s p e c u l a t i o n .

I t  s e e m s  a  t h i n g  w i t h o u t  i m p o r t a n c e  n o w a d a y s
w h e n  y o u  c a n  h a v e  a  t e l e p h o n e  i n s t a l l e d  i n
y o u r  a p a r t m e n t  o r  o f f i c e  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  r e -
q u e s t  i s  m a d e  t o  t h e  p h o n e  c o m p a n y .  I n
1 9 4 1  i t  w a s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  h a v e  a  o n e
p a r t y  t e l e p h o n e  l i n e .  I t  w a s  i m p e r a t i v e
f o r  u s  t o  h a v e  a  t e l e p h o n e  t o  k e e p  i n  t o u c h
w i t h  o u r  c u s t o m e r s .  W e  w e r e  l u c k y  t o  h a v e
o n e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  o u r  a p a r t m e n t  a n d  i t  b e -
c a m e  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  t o  o b t a i n
o n e .  A l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  n e c e s s a r y  w a s
d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t  i n  w h i c h  t h e
U . S . A .  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  a  s h o r t
t i m e  l a t e r .

T h e  f o r t y  p a i n t i n g s  I  h a d  r e c e i v e d  f r o m
F r a n c e  I  s o l d  t o  a  s t o r e k e e p e r  n e a r  t o
o u r  h o u s e  a n d  h a v i n g  a  s l i g h t  p r o f i t  I
p r e f e r r e d  t o  k e e p  f o u r  " A q u a r e l l e s "  a n d
a  l a r g e  p a i n t i n g  f o r  m y s e l f .

* *  *

T h e  s h o r t  l i v e d  a l l i a n c e  o f  H i t l e r  w i t h
S t a l i n  t o  d i s m e m b e r  P o l a n d  c a m e  t o  a n  e n d
w h e n  t h e  G e r m a n  d i c t a t o r  c o n s i d e r e d
G e r m a n y  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  a t t a c k  R u s s i a .
M u s s o l i n i  f o l l o w e d  s u i t  a n d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g
i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  t r i u m p h a n t  m a r c h  o f  t h e
N a z i s  i n s i d e  R u s s i a n  t e r r i t o r y .

A t  a
c e r t a i n  m o m e n t  I  w a s  d e s o l a t e  w h e n  n e w s
c a m e  o f  t h e  b o m b i n g  b y  t h e  I t a l i a n s  o f  T e l
A v i v  k i l l i n g  a  f e w  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  s c h o o l .
M y  f e e l i n g s  o f  r e v u l s i o n  w e r e  a c c e n t u a t e d
b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I t a l i a n  a i r m e n  w e r e r e s -
p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  o u t r a g e . T h e  I t a l i a n s
w h o  c o v e t e d  A l b a n i a  d e c l a r e d  w a r  o n  G r e e c e
a l s o  a n d  i t  w a s  a  s a d  d a y  f o r  m e  w h e n
H i t l e r  e x h i b i t e d  h i m s e l f  i n  a  m a d  d a n c e
o f  j o y  a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  i n  S a l o n i c a .
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I t  w a s  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  t r a g e d y  t h a t  a n -
n i h i l a t e d  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  S a l o n i c a  J e w r y .
T h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w e r e  f o c u s s e d  t o w a r d
t h e  U . S . A .  a n d  i t  s e e m e d  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t
o u r  a d o p t i v e  c o u n t r y  w a s  g o i n g  t o  p e r m i t
t h e  o u t r a g e  t o  m o r a l i t y  a n d  t o  h u m a n  d e c e n c y
t o  p e r s i s t  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  T h e  c a t a s t r o p h e
c a u s e d  b y  t h e  b o m b i n g  o f  P e a r l  H a r b o r  o n
D e c e m b e r  S e v e n t h  1 9 4 1  w a s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r
P e r s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  t o  g i v e  h i s  f a m o u s
s p e e c h  i n  C o n g r e s s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d a y  w a s
g o i n g  t o  l i v e  i n  i n f a m y  i n  h i s t o r y .  T h e
t r a g e d y  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  l o s t  l i v e s  a n d  t h e
g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  n a v y  c a u s e d
t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h a t  i t
w o u l d  b e  a  w a r  u n t i l  t h e  c o m p l e t e  v i c t o r y
f o r  A m e r i c a  a n d  i t s  a l l i e s  w a s  a c h i e v e d .

T h e  s t a t e  o f  w a r  b e t w e e n  t h e  U . S . A .  a n d  t h e
a x i s  p o w e r s  h a d  c a u s e d  a l l  p o s t a l  c o m m u n i -
c a t i o n s  w i t h  G r e e c e  a n d  I t a l y  t o  b e  i n t e r -
r u p t e d .  I  l o s t  a l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o n t a c t
w i t h  m y  s i s t e r s ,  J u l i e  a n d  A l l e g r a . We
d i d  n o t  k n o w  i m m e d i a t e l y  w h e n  m y  s i s t e r ,
A l l e g r a ,  h a d  g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  h e r  s e c o n d
b a b y  g i r l .  T h e  o n l y  r e l a t i v e s  w e  w e r e
a b l e  t o  g e t  n e w s  a b o u t  w e r e  t h o s e  i n
P a l e s t i n e .  M y  f a t h e r  a l w a y s  i n  h i s  o w n
c o n c i s e  s t y l e  w r o t e  t o  u s  a b o u t  t h e  g o o d
h e a l t h  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  w i t h o u t  e v e r  m e n -
t i o n i n g  t h e  m a n y  d r a m a t i c  m o m e n t s  c a u s e d
b y  t h e  r e v e r s e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  N o r t h
A f r i c a .  H e  s e e m e d  t o  r e l y  o n  d i v i n e
p r o v i d e n c e  t o  s a v e  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  f r o m
H i t l e r ' s  s c o u r g e . I  r e a l i z e d  i n  t h o s e
d a y s  t h a t  m y  d u t y  a s  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n
w a s  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d ,i f  n e e d  b e ,  t o  h e l p
m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  m y  s i s t e r s  a n d  b r o t h e r s .
T o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  a i m  A u r e l i a  a n d  I  w e r e
w o r k i n g  v e r y  h a r d  i n  o u r  j e w e l r y  b u s i n e s s
t o  a c c u m u l a t e  s a v i n g s .  O u r  e f f o r t s  w e r e
s u c c e s s f u l ;  I  w a s  n o t  a  j a c k  o f  a l l  t r a d e s
anymore? I  w a s  s e l l i n g  j e w e l r y  a s  m y  o n l y
l i n e  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  I  b u i l t  u p  a n  a r r a y
o f  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  i n c r e a s i n g  e v e r y
d a y . A s  I  l o o k e d  a r o u n d  u s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e
s i t u a t i o n  o f  m y  f r i e n d s  I  d i s c o v e r e d  w h a t
t o o k  t h e m  y e a r s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  I  d i d  i n  a
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s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e . I  w a s  n o t  p r o u d  o f
t h a t  a t t r i b u t i n g  i t  t o  l u c k .  I  p r a y e d
f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  o n e s  I  l o v e d  a n d
p r a y e d  f e r v e n t l y  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  i n  t h e
subway  and  i n  ou r  home . M y  a c t i v i t i e s
w e r e  c o n f i n e d  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  8 3  C a n a l
S t r e e t  w h e r e  s o  m a n y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  j e w e l e r s
a n d  d e a l e r s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d .  I  g a v e  u p
m y  d e s k  a t  t h e  A l v o  B r o t h e r s  P r i n t i n g  P l a n t
a n d  r e n t e d  a  d e s k  a t  t h e  C h e r n i c k  S h o p . He
w a s  t h e  t e n a n t  o f  t h e  r o o m  b u t  h e  r e n t e d  a
b e n c h  e a c h  t o  t w o  j e w e l e r s  a n d  a  d i a m o n d
s e t t e r .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  w a s  c o n v e n i e n t  t o
m e  b e c a u s e  t h e  s e c t i o n  w a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f
j e w e l r y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  m o s t  s t o r e k e e p e r sw e r e  w h o l e s a l e r s  f o r  t h e  j e w e l r y  t r a d e .t a n d

T h e  j e w e l r y  e x c h a n g e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e
B o w e r y  c o r n e r  o f  C a n a l  S t r e e t ,  a  c o u p l e
b l o c k s  a w a y .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h e  t r a d e  w a s
c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  M a i d e n  L a n e  a n d  v i c i n i t y ,
w h i c h  r e t a i n e d  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  j e w e l r y
w h o l e s a l e r s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i l v e r s m i t h s
f rom New Eng land  who  had  showrooms in  tha t
s e c t i o n .  A n o t h e r  c e n t e r  s t a r t e d  t o  e m e r g e
o n  t h e  b l o c k  o f  4 7 t h  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  F i f t h
a n d  S i x t h  A v e n u e s  w h i c h  e c l i p s e d  e v e n t u a l l y
i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s  t h e  o t h e r  c e n t e r s  l o c a t e d
downtown.

M o s t  o f  o u r  c u s t o m e r s  i n  t h e  B r o n x  w e r e
d i v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n s  b y  u s  a n d  w e  c a l l e d
o n  t h e m  o n  a  c e r t a i n  d a y  e v e r y  w e e k . T h e
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w e r e  a r o u n d  W h i t e  P l a i n s
R o a d  a n d  i n  t h e  P e l h a m  B a y  s e c t i o n  t h a t
i n c l u d e d  a  l a r g e  t e r r i t o r y .  I t  s e e m s  i m -
p o s s i b l e  n o w a d a y s  h o w  w e  c o v e r e d  t h o s e
d i s t a n c e s  o n  f o o t  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  w e e k l y
i n s t a l l m e n t  f o r  j e w e l r y  s o l d  o n  c r e d i t .
W e  w e r e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  t o  s e l e c t  r e l i a b l e
c u s t o m e r s ,  g e n e r a l l y  p l e a s a n t  p e o p l e
m o s t l y  I t a l i a n  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h  a  s p r i n k l e

O u r  l o w  p r i c e s  c o m -
b i n e d  w i t h  o u r  e x t e n s i o n  o f  c r e d i t  w a s  t h e
c a u s e  o f  o u r  s u c c e s s .  W e  e n j o y e d  a l s o  a
r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  p r o b i t y  s o  n e c e s s a r y  i n
j e w e l r y  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s
i n c o n v e n i e n t  w e  m a d e  t h e  t r i p  e v e r y
T h u r s d a y  i n  t h e  B e n s o n h u r s t  s e c t i o n  o f
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Brooklyn to attend to the few requests of
our customers there; it served our purpose
also to keep in touch with our sister-in-
law and her children.

* * *

T h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  t h e  w a r  k e p t  u s  i n
suspense dur ing the long months o f  preparat ions
b e f o r e  t h e  a l l i e d  o f f e n s i v e  t h a t  w a s  t o
l iberate  Europe of  the Nazi  menace and
occupat ion. I n  t h e  P a c i f i c  t h e  n e w l y  b u i l t
Amer ican f leet  was a t tack ing the Japanese
ent renched in  the Phi l ipp ines and numerous
b a s e s  i n  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c .  M e a n -
wh i le  Amer ica  was  secre t l y  work ing  on  the
a tomic  p ro jec t  wh ich  was  to  w in  the  war  over
Japan  ab rup t l y  and  d ramat i ca l l y .

* *

A l t h o u g h  w e  w e r e  n o t  a c c u m u l a t i n g  a n y  r i c h e s ,
m y  w i f e  a n d  I  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o u r  p e c u n i a r y
c o n d i t i o n . W e  h a d  a  s t e a d y  b u s i n e s s ,  a  s t e a d y
i n c o m e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  i t  a n d  e n o u g h  c a p i t a l  b e y o n d
o u r  n e e d s  t o  s u s t a i n  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s .  I n  r e t r o -
s p e c t  I  t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  t h e  p e r i o d  w h e n  I
s h o u l d  h a v e  e x p a n d e d  m y  a c t i v i t i e s  b y  h i r i n g
h e l p .  I  w a s  a f r a i d  b y  m y  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s
t o  u p s e t  a  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  r u n n i n g
s m o o t h l y  b y  t r y i n g  t o  i m p a r t  n e w  i m p u l s e  t o
i t .  I t  w a s  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  t o  m y  f a t h e r  o f
o u r  c o n d i t i o n  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  H i g h  H o l i d a y s
o f  1 9 4 4 . I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  h e  w a s  s u p r e m e l y
h a p p y  t o  k n o w  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  I  w a s  f i n a n c i a l l y
i n d e p e n d e n t  b u t  t h a t  w e  w a n t e d  t o  s h a r e  w i t h
t h e  f a m i l y  i f  n e e d  b e  t h e  f r u i t  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s .
H e  h a d  a  f i r s t  s t r o k e  d u r i n g  t h e  H o l i d a y  o f
S u c c o t h  a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  a  s e c o n d  o n e
a  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  w h e n  h e  d i e d  o n  t h e  s e v e n t h
o f  H e s h v a n ? W e  w e r e  a d v i s e d  o f  h i s  d e m i s e
b y  f r i e n d s  t o  w h o m  m y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  L e o n ,
h a d  s e n t  a  c a b l e  t e l l i n g  t h e m  t o  i n f o r m  m e
a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  s a v e  m y  a n y  s u d d e n  e m o t i o n .
I  w a s  u n d e r g o i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e l i g i o u s
f e r v o r  a n d  I  k e p t  s e v e n  d a y s  o f  m o u r n i n g
f a i t h f u l l y  a s  p r e s c r i b e d . M y  f a t h e r  d i e d
w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  f o r  s u r e t h e  f a t e  o f  m y
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s i s t e r ,  A l l e g r a ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  E l i c o ,  a n d
t h e i r  t w o  b a b i e s .  H e  w a s  s p a r e d  f r o m
k n o w i n g  t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e i r  t r a g i c  d e a t h
a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  d e p o r t e d . H e  w a s  s p a r e d
f r o m  k n o w i n g  o f  f o u r  h u m a n  b e i n g s  t h a t  h e
l o v e d  t e n d e r l y  w h o  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  a
m a r t y r ' s  d e a t h  i n  H i t l e r ' s  h o l o c a u s t .

I  w a s  w o r r i e d  o v e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  m y
d e a r  m o t h e r  k n o w i n g  o f  h e r  a t t a c h m e n t  t o
m y  f a t h e r  d u r i n g  t h e  5 4  y e a r s  o f  t h e i r
m a r r i a g e .  I  w a s  r e l i e v e d  w h e n  I  k n e w  t h a t
m y  s i s t e r ,  M a t h i l d e ,  w a s  c a r i n g  f o r  h e r
p a r t  t i m e  i n  t h e  R e c a n a t i  h o u s e h o l d .  I
e x p e c t e d  h e r  t o  l i v e  m a n y  m o r e  y e a r s  a n d
s e e  h e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r .S h e  w a s
n o t  f e e l i n g  w e l l  a n d  t r y i n g  a s  u s u a l  n o t
t o  b e  a  b u r d e n  s h e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  p r e f e r r i n g
t o  b e  s i c k  i n  h e r  o w n  r o o m  a n d  b e d .  S h e
f e l t  s h e  w a s  n o t  a l o n e  b e c a u s e  m y  b r o t h e r ,
S e m ,  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e
apar tmen t  and  Leon ico  was  coming  eve ryday
t o  s e e  h e r .

O n  I y a r  1 9 ,  1 9 4 5  h e  c a m e  o n  h i s  d a i l y  v i s i t
t o  o u r  m o t h e r  a n d  n o t  n o t i c i n g  a n y t h i n g
s p e c i a l  i n  h e r  c o n d i t i o n ,  h e  w e n t  a w a y . A
f e w  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  R a h e l i c a ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f
Sem,  heard  moan ings  coming  f rom her  bedroom.
S h e  r a n  t o  h e r  t o  b r i n g  h e l p  b u t  h e r  g r a n d -
m o t h e r  w a s  a l r e a d y  b e y o n d  h e l p  a n d  s h e  e x p i r e d
i n  t h e  a r m s  o f  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  w i t h  t h e
n a m e  o f  m y  f a t h e r  o n  h e r  l i p s . S h e  h a d  s u r -
v i v e d  h i m  a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s ,  h a v i n g  b e e n
m a r r i e d  f o r  f i f t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  s h a r i n g  j o y s
and s o r r o w s .  M y  f a t h e r  h a d  a  s t r o n g
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s h e  w a s  d o c i l e  t o  h i s  w h i m s
b u t  l o v i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  t e n d e r l y .  H i s
f e e l i n g s  f o r  h e r  w e r e  e x p r e s s e d  w h e n  h e
o f t e n  c a l l e d  h e r  " H j i a  d e  U n  C l a v e r o , "
h i s  e n d e a r i n g  n a m e  f o r  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  h i s
c h i l d r e n .

"  p r o t e r - i n - l a w  L e o n ,  c a b l e d  a  f r i e n d
i n  N e w  Y o r k  a d v i s i n g  h i m  t o  c a u t i o u s l y
i n f o r m  m e  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  m y  m o t h e r . We
c r i e d  b i t t e r l y  o v e r  o u r  l o s s ,  s o r r y  f o r
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  s e e h e r  o n c e  m o r e .
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N o w  t h a t  b o t h  m y  p a r e n t s  h a d  g o n e  t o  t h e i r
r e s t ,  w e  r e l i e d  o n  L e o n  R e c a n a t i ' s  c o u n s e l ,
h a v i n g  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i s  w i s d o m  a n d
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  u s .  W e  w e r e  d e c e i v e d  i n  o u r
e x p e c t a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  s i x  m o n t h s  l a t e r  h e
was no more.

A s  I  w a s  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  m y  f a t h e r  a c c o r d i n g
t o  J e w i s h  c u s t o m  o n  t h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y
o f  h i s  d e a t h  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  i n
t h e  S e p h a r d i c  s y n a g o g u e  I  r e c e i v e d  a  c a b l e
f r o m  m y  b r o t h e r ,  S e m ,  i n f o r m i n g  m e  t h a t
o u r  s i s t e r ,  M a t h i l d e ,  h a d  b e c o m e  a  w i d o w
w i t h  t h e  d e a t h  o n  H e s h v a n  S i x  1 9 4 5  o f  h e r
h u s b a n d .  T h e  n e w s  s h o c k e d  A u r e l i a  a n d  m e
t r e m e n d o u s l y .  I t  w a s  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  w i t h i n
a  y e a r  t h a t  w e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  s u c h  t r a g i c
n e w s  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  p e r s o n  w e
l o v e d  d e a r l y .  O n  t h e  t w o  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s
o u r  s o r r o w  w a s  a s s u a g e d  s o m e w h a t  b y  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  b o t h  m y  p a r e n t s  h a d  g o n e  b e y o n d  t h e
t h r e e  s c o r e  a n d  t e n  c o n s i d e r e d  h a v i n g
a t t a i n e d  o l d  a g e . L e o n  R e c a n a t i  d i e d  a t
a g e  f i f t y - f i v e  w h e n  h i s  t a s k s  w e r e  n o t
c o m p l e t e d  y e t .  H e  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  m e e t
s u c c e s s  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  m a k e  t h e  b a n k
h e  f o u n d e d  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  f i n a n c i a l  i n -
s t i t u t i o n .D u r i n g  h i s  m a r r i e d  l i f e  h e
h a d  l o v e dh i s  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n  p a s s i o n -
a t e l y  a n d  h a d  i m p a r t e d  t o  h i s  s o n s  t h e
b e s t  p o s s i b l e  e d u c a t i o n .  W o u l d  t h e y  b e
c a p a b l e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o l l o w  i n  t h e
f o o t s t e p s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e i r  f a t h e r  w h o
t h e y  l o v e d  a n d  r e s p e c t e d ?  H o w  w a s  m y
s i s t e r ,  M a t h i l d e ,  g o i n g  t o  c o p e  w i t h
h e r  n e w  c o n d i t i o n  o f  w i d o w h o o d  a f t e r
l o v i n g  a n d  b e i n g  l o v e d  b y  a  h u s b a n d  o f
r e m a r k a b l e  q u a l i t i e s ?  T h o s e  b i t t e r
t h o u g h t s  c a m e  t o  m y  m i n d  a n d  A u r e l i a  a n d
I  w e r e  s o r r y  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  b e  i n
T e l  A v i v  t o  b r i n g  a  m e a s u r e  o f  c o m f o r t
t o  a  d e a r  s i s t e r  a n d  h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n
t h e i r  t i m e  o f  s o r r o w .  S i n c e  t h e n  I  h a v e
commemora ted  my  fa the r  and  my  b ro the r - i n -
l a w  i n  c o m m o n  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  t w o
o f  t hem hav ing  passed  away  one  day  apa r t
a f t e r  o n e  y e a r . W i t h  t h e s e  d e a t h s  t h e
m o u r n i n g  f o r  p e r s o n s  d e a r  t o  u s  d i d  n o t
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cease. F i n a l l y  H i t l e r ,  w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  s c o r e s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  l o s t
t h e i r  l i f e ,  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  i n  h i s  b u n k e r
i n  B e r l i n . T h e  W e s t e r n  p o w e r s  a n d  t h e
R u s s i a n s  w e r e  v i c t o r i o u s  o n  a l l  f r o n t s  i n
E u r o p e .  T h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  t h e n  s t a r t e d  t o
r e a l i z e  t h e  i m m e n s i t y  o f  t h e  t r a g e d y  t h a t
h a d  b e f a l l e n  t h e m .  W i t h  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f
H i t l e r ' s  concen t ra t i on  camps  i n  Ge rmany  and
P o l a n d  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  h a g g a r d  l a s t  i n m a t e s
t o l d  t r a g i c  s t o r i e s  o f  t o r t u r e s  a n d  d e a t h s
o f  peop le  whose  so l e  c r ime  was  t o  be  bo rn
Jews ? M y  y o u n g  a n d  d e a r  s i s t e r ,  A l l e g r a ,
w i th  he r  two  baby  daugh te rs  were  depor ted
f rom Sa lon i ca  and  d i sappeared  f rom the  face
o f  t h e  e a r t h .  M y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  E l i c o
Ha im,  was  a lso  depor ted  bu t  as  an  ab le  man
h e  w a s  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  h i s  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n
and he was sent  to  a  labor  camp where  he
p e r i s h e d  f r o m  a n  i n f e c t i o n  i n  a  c h e e k .

M y  s i s t e r ,  J u l i e ,  w a s  s p a r e d  t h e  f a t e  o f
A l l e g r a  d u e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  o f  h e r
son ,  Maur ice ,  who saved h is  paren ts  and
h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  D a n i e l ,  f r o m  c e r t a i n
d e a t h .  T h e  N a z i s  h a d  d i v i d e d  t h e  J e w i s h
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S a l o n i c a  i n  s e c t i o n s ,  a s s e m -
b l i n g  t h e m  f o r  d e p o r t a t i o n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t
b y  t u r n . M a u r i c e  S a l t i e l  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e
res is tance who was f igh t ing  the  Germans
and  I ta l i ans  by  wha teve r  poss ib le  means .
A l e r t e d  w h e n  t h e  t u r n  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s  a n d
his  younger  bro ther  came to  be assembled
i n  a  p u b l i c  p l a c e  p r i o r  t o  d e p o r t a t i o n ,
a Greek non-Jew c landest inely approached
the  t h ree  Sa l t i e l s  and  mo t i oned  t hem to
p u l l  o u t  o f  t h e  r a n k s . S u r m i s i n g  t h e i r
f a t e  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  d e p o r t e d ,  t h e y
fol lowed the young man companion of  Maur ice
who succeeded in accompanying them out of
t o w n .  I t  w a s  a  t r u e  o d y s s e y  f o r  t h e m  f o r
many days p lay ing h ide and seek wi th  the
Naz i s  and  go ing  hung ry  a t  t imes  un t i l  t hey
reached Athens. T h e  t r i p  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d
on  foo t  and  by  t ra in  whenever  poss ib le  bu t
a lways  w i th  t he  fea r  o f  be ing  d i scove red
not knowing especial ly who was an enemy
o r  a  f r i end .  As  t he  Jews  we re  hun ted  by
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t h e  N a z i s  s o m e  G r e e k s  w e r e  f e a r f u l  f o r
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  a l t h o u g h  s y m p a t h i z i n g
f o r  t h e  J e w i s h  p l i g h t  t h e y  t r i e d  n o t  t o
h a v e  a n y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e m .  O t h e r s  i n
t h e  m i n o r i t y  a s  h a b i t u a l  a n t i s e m i t e s  w e r e
o v e r t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  J e w s . T h e  p a t r i o t i c
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  G r e e k  p e o p l e  s a w  i n  a  J e w
a n o t h e r  G r e e k  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n
f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  s a m e  c a u s e  a n d  t h e y  t r i e d
t o  h e l p  t h e m ,  s o m e t i m e s  a t  t h e  r i s k  o f
t h e i r  o w n  l i f e .  M y  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  S a l o m o n ,
m y  s i s t e r ,  J u l l e ,  a n d  t h e i r  t w o  s o n s  h a d  t o
c o n t e n d  w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g
m o n t h s  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  i n  h i d i n g  i n  A t h e n s .

I  h a d  s e e n  a t  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  G r e e c e  b y
t h e  B r i t i s h  a r m y  a  s n a p s h o t  o f  m y  e m a c i a t e d
l i t t l e  n e p h e w ,  D a n i e l  S a l t i e l ,  a n d  I  i m a g i n e d
t h a t  h i s  p a r e n t s  a n d  o l d e r  b r o t h e r ' s  a p p e a r -
a n c e  w a s  n o t  a n y  b e t t e r . A t  l e a s t  t h e y  w e r e
s a f e ! T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m i n d  o f  M a u r i c e  h a d
s a v e d  t h e i r  l i f e .

I n  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  i n  e v e r y  c o u n t r y
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s  a  f r i n g e
o f  J e w  h a t e r s .  A t  t i m e s  t h e  w h o l e  p o p u l a t i o n
o f  a  c o u n t r y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  h a t r e d  a g a i n s t
t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  g i v e n  t h e  w o r l d
t h e  P r i n c e  o f  P e a c e  a n d  t h e  I w e l v e  A p o s t l e s
and  ye t  To rquemada  p reached  ha t red  i ns tead
o f  l o v e .  N o t h i n g  h a d  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e
s a v a g e r y  o f  H i t l e r  a n d  h i s  c o h o r t s  o f  N a z i s
a g a i n s t  a  d e f e n s e l e s s  p e o p l e .  A t  l e a s t
o n  p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  z e a l o t s  t r i e d  t o
i m p o s e  o n  t h e  J e w s  t h e i r  b r a n d  o f  r e l i g i o n
b u t  H i t l e r  w a s  t r y i n g  a n d  a l m o s t  s u c c e e d e d
i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  J e w i s h  p o p u l a t i o n
o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I  s c a n  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y
w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  d e g r e e
o f  s a v a g e r y ? T h e  c r u e l t y  o f  G e n g h i s  K h a n
w a s  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  h i s  e n e m i e s  b u t  H i t l e r ' s
h a t r e d  w a s  a p p l i e d  e s p e c i a l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e
J e w s  a n d  h e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h
o f  s i x  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e m . Among them scores
o f  S a l o n i c a  p e o p l e  I  k n e w ,  m y  d e a r  f r i e n d s ,
Peppo  Menahem and  Mo ise  Mo lho .  A f te r
M u s s o l i n i ' s  d e a t h  a n d  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f
t h e  e n t i r e  I t a l i a n  p e n i n s u l a  n e w s  f r o m
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A u r e l i a ' s  f o l k s  w a s  n o t  a n y  b e t t e r . H e r e
a l s o  d e s p i t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  b e n e v o l e n c e  o f

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  I t a l y  f o r  t h e  i n f i n i t e s i m a l
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  J e w i s h  c o m p a t r i o t s  t h e
N a z i s  h a d  l e f t  t h e i r  c r u e l  i m p r i n t .  I n d i r e c t l y
m y  w i f e ' s  s i s t e r ,  M a r t h a ,  w a s  d e a d  a s  t h e
r e s u l t  o f  a n  a m p u t a t i o n  o f  a  l e g  a n d  b u r i e d
a s  C a t h o l i c ;  s o  w a s  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e i r  o l d
Z i a  L a u r i n a . E v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w a s
r e m e d i e d  b y  r e b u r y i n g  t h e i r  r e m a i n s  i n  t h e
J e w i s h  c e m e t e r y  o f  M i l a n .  A u r e l i a ' s  o l d e s t
s i s t e r ,  I d a ,  h a d  g o n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  o r d e a l  o f
w a n t i n g  h e r  s o n s  b a p t i z e d  t o  a v o i d  p e r s e c u t i o n
f o r  t h e m  b u t  t h e  r a c i a l  l a w s  p r o h i b i t e d  s u c h
b a p t i s m  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  a  J e w i s h  m o t h e r .
U n a b l e  t o  w i t h s t a n d  s u c h  t r i a l s  s h e  d i e d  o f
h e a r t  f a i l u r e . H e r  h u s b a n d  a t  w a r ' s  e n d
m e t  t h e  s a m e  f a t e  a s  h i s  w i f e ,  e x h a u s t e d
a s  h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  h i s  s o n s  w h o  f o r
t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a r  h a d  r e m a i n e d  i n
h i d i n g  t r a c k e d  d o w n  b y  t h e  F a s c i s t i  a n d
b y  t h e  N a z i s  f o r  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e .
M y  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  w h o  h a d  r e m a i n e d  a  w i d o w
s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  w a r  a f t e r  t h e
d e a t h  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  g o o d  P i e r o  M a r a n z a n a ,
w e n t  t o  w o r k  i n  a n  o f f i c e . S h e  w a s  h u n t e d
b y  t h e  N a z i s  a s  a  J e w e s s  a n d  o n  a  c e r t a i n
d a y  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a  p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  h e r
p o r t i n a i a  a d v i s i n g  h e r  n o t  t o  c o m e  h o m e
i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  G e s t a p o  w a s
l o o k i n g  f o r  h e r . P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t h e  r a c i a l
l a w s  o b l i g e d  J e w s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e i r  f i r s t
n a m e  f o r  a  m o r e  b i b l i c a l  o n e  a n d  a c c o r d i n g l y
s h e  c h a n g e d  h e r  n a m e  o f  A n t o n i e t t a  t o  L e a h .
A f t e r  t h e  p h o n e  c a l l  s h e  d i d  n o t  d a r e  t o
c o m e  h o m e  a n d  p e d a l i n g  h e r  b i c y c l e  s h e
e s c a p e d  t h e  N a z i s  i n  a  r e m o t e  v i l l a g e  w h e r e
s h e  r e m a i n e d  i n  h i d i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r ,
g o i n g  s o m e  t i m e s  h u n g r y .  M o s t  o f  A u r e l i a ' s
c o u s i n s  a n d  n i e c e s  e s c a p e d  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d
t o  a v o i d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w h i c h  e n t a i l e d  s o m e -
t i m e s  e v e n  d e a t h ;  t h e i r  o n l y  c r i m e  w a s  o f
b e i n g  b o r n  a  J e w  o r  o f  m i x e d  p a r e n t a g e .

T o  p r e p a r e  f o r  H i t l e r ' s  d o w n f a l l  a n d  w i t h
t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  a l l i e d  a n d  R u s s i a n
a r m i e s  i n  E u r o p e  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  m e t
S t a l i n  a n d  C h u r c h i l l  a t  Y a l t a .  I  h a d  s e e n
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h i m  r i d i n g  i n  a  c a r  a l o n g  t h e  c o n c o u r s e
i n  t h e  B r o n x  w h e n  h e  c a m e  i n  t h a t  b o r o u g h
o f  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  d u r i n g  h i s  c a m p a i g n  f o ra  f o u r t h  t e r m  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  a n d  t od u r i n g  r e s

m e  h e  l o o k e d  p a l e  a n d  e m a c i a t e d .  S o  h e
l o o k e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a t  h i s  r e t u r n
f r o m  Y a l t a .  T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  G e r m a n y ' s
s u r r e n d e r a n d  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  f o u n d a t i o n
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  m u s t  h a v e  t i r e d  h i m
v e r y  m u c h .  Y e t  h e  t r a v e l e d  a n d  c r u i s e d  i n
t h e  R e d  S e a  i n  a n  A m e r i c a n  d e s t r o y e r  s i t t i n g
w i t h  t h e  K i n g  o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a  i n  t w o  g o l d e n
a r m c h a i r s  b r o u g h t  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e . I
m e n t i o n  t h i s  b e c a u s e  i t  s t r u c k  m e  a t  t h e
t i m e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  v i c t o r i o u s
A m e r i c a  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  f l i r t  w i t h  a  c o u n t r y
r i c h  i n  o i l .  H e  d i e d  A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 4 5  a n d
w i t h  v i c t o r y  w i t h i n  h i s  g r a s p  h e  c o u l d  n o t
a s s i s t  i n  H i t l e r ' s  d o w n f a l l  l i k e  M o s e s  w h o
d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  P r o m i s e d  L a n d .  I  d e p l o r e d
h i s  u n t i m e l y  d e a t h  l i k e  m i l l i o n s  o f  h i s
a d m i r e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  J e w s .
W i t h o u t  h i m  t h e  s c o u r g e  o f  H i t l e r  w o u l d
h a v e  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  w o r l d  p r o b a b l y  f o r  a
v e r y  l o n g  t i m e .  H e  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  c o m m i t
s o m e  e r r o r  ( e r r a r  h u m a n u m  e s t )  b u t  w i t h o u t
p r e j u d i c e  t o  h i s  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  m a k e  a  m a n

g r e a t . F o r  h i s  f o u r t h  t e r m  a s  h i s  v i c e
p r e s i d e n t  h e  h a d  c h o s e n  H a r r y  T r u m a n  o v e r
H e n r y  W a l l a c e .  P e r s o n a l l y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  I
c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  a  m i s t a k e  b u t  w i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  y e a r s  I  c a m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s
w a s  a  l u c k y  c h o i c e  f o r  A m e r i c a  a n d ,  w i t h o u t
i m p i n g i n g  o n  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  M r .  W a l l a c e ,
H a r r y  T r u m a n  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p r e s i d e n t s
A m e r i c a  h a s  e v e r  h a d .  I n  1 9 4 8  o n  h i s  f i r s t
e l e c t i v e  c a n d i d a c y  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
U . S . A .  I  h a v e  v o t e d  f o r  h i m .

The  bad  news

o f  H i t l e r ' s  v i c t i m s  d i d  n o t  c o m e  i n  o n e

d a y .
W e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  w o r s t  w h e n

w e  c a m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  m y  s i s t e r ,  A l l e g r a ,
w a s  a m o n g  t h e  m a r t y r s  o f  t h e  s a v a g e r y  o f
t h e  N a z i s .  W e  w e r e  t h a n k f u l  t o  G o d  f o r
h a v i n g  s p a r e d  J u l i e  a n d  h e r  f a m i l y .

I m m e d i a t e l y  a s  p o s t a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w e r e
r e s t o r e d  w e  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
I t  w a s  a  t r i c k l e  o f  d a i l y  b a d  n e w s  o f
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f r i e n d s  a n d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t
r e t u r  f r o m  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p s .  F i f t y -
f i v e  t h o u s a n d  G r e e k  J e w s  h a d  p e r i s h e d
a f t e r  d e p o r t a t i o n .

T h e  w a r  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  w e n t  o n  b u t  a f t e r
t h e  d r o p  o f  t h e  a t o m i c  b o m b  o n  H i r o s h i m a ,
J a p a n  s u r r e n d e r e d  f o r m a l l y  t o  t h e  U . S . A . ,
i n  a  c e r e m o n y  o n  b o a r d  t h e  B a t t l e s h i p
M i s s o u r i  i n  T o k y o  B a y  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 4 5 .
T h e  v i c t i m s  o f  H o n o l u l u  w e r e  a v e n g e d and
v i c t o r i o u s  A m e r i c a  h a d  r e c o v e r e d  h e r  p r i d e .

H a r r y  R e c a n a t i  h a d  m a r r i e d  P a u l i n e  G o l d e b e r g
i n  1 9 4 2  w h e n  w a r  w a s  a t  i t s  w o r s t  f o r  t h e
w e s t e r n  a l l i e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  R u s s i a n s .  I t
w a s  a n  e l a b o r a t e  w e d d i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s o n
o f  t h e  R e c a n a t i s . I n  1 9 4 6  D a n i e l  R e c a n a t i
c e l e b r a t e d  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  M a t y  C a r a s s o  i n
s t r i c t  f a m i l i a l  i n t i m i t y .  A f t e r  a  f e w
m o n t h s  R a p h a e l ,  t h e  t h i r d  s o n  o f  m y  s i s t e r ,
M a t h i l d e ,  w a s  m a r r i e d  i n  T e l  A v i v  t o  D i a n e
H e t t e n a , a  g i r l  h e  h a d  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a n d
l o v e  w h i l e  o n  a  m i s s i o n  i n  C a i r o ,  E g y p t .

T r a v e l  f o r  c i v i l i a n s  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r
l a c k  o f  r e g u l a r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s
b u t  a  t r i c k l e  o f  t r a v e l e r s  f r o m  P a l e s t i n e
a n d  G r e e c e  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o  a r r i v e  i n  N e w
Y o r k . T h e  f i r s t  s u c h  v i s i t o r  w a s  a  s o n
o f  M o i s e  C a r a s s o  a n d  a f t e r  a  f e w  m o n t h s
h e  c a m e  t o  A m e r i c a  h i m s e l f .  O t h e r  v i s i t o r s
i n c l u d e d  m y  c o u s i n ,  M a t h i l d e  B o t t o n  ( n e e
S a p o r t a ,  w i t h  h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  D o l l y .  T h e y
r e s i d e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  f o r  a  c o u p l e  y e a r s  a n d
w e r e  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r s  a t  o u r  a p a r t m e n t .

In  March  1948  my  nephew,  Raphae l ,  w ro te
f r o m  L o n d o n  i n f o r m i n g  u s  o f  h i s  f o r t h c o m i n g
t r i p  t o  N e w  Y o r k . I n  f a c t  I  w a s  a t  t h e
p i e r  t o  w e l c o m e  h i m  t o  t h e  U . S . A .  S i n c e
t h e n  h e  h a s  r e s i d e d  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  i n  N e w
Y o r k  w h e r e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b o r n .  U p
t o  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  A u r e l i a  a n d  I  f e l t  a t
t i m e s  a  n o s t a l g i c  f e e l i n g  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f
l o n e l i n e s s ;  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h i s  d e a r

n e p h e w  t h i s  f e e l i n g  w a s  t o  d i s a p p e a r . Weh a d  h e r e a f t e r  a  b l o o d  r e l a t i v e  i n  o u r  m i d s t
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and we were happy to have h im and h is
t a m i l y  t o  l o v e  a n d  c h e r i s h .
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Epilogue

I  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  a n y  s p e c i f i c  c o m p o s i t i o n
r u l e  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  m e m o i r . P e r u s i n g  s o m e
y e a r s  a g o  i n  a  B r o n x  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  P u b l i c
L i b r a r y ,  I  n o t i c e d  a  f e w  b o o k s  o n  t h e  a r t
o f  w r i t i n g  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  h o w  t o  b e -
c o m e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  a u t h o r .  I  d i d  n o t  h a v e
t h e n ,  t h e  l e a s t  i n t e n t i o n  o f  b e c o m i n g  o n e .
I  d i s c a r d e d  t h o s e  b o o k s  w i t h o u t  r e a d i n g
a n y  o f  t h e m .W h e n  I  w a s  a b o u t  t o  w r i t e
m y  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  I  t h o u g h t  f o r  a  m o m e n t
t o  r e a d  t h o s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t o  g u i d e  m e
i n  m y  a t t e m p t  t o  b e  a n  a u t h o r .  I  q u i c k l y
d i s m i s s e d  m y  t e m p t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  I  w i s h e d
t o  b e  a s  n a t u r a l  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  m y  n a r -
r a t i v e .  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  c o n v e y  m y
t h o u g h t s  i n  s i m p l e  t e r m s  a n d  I  h a v e  o n l y
f o l l o w e d  t h e  a d v i s e  o f  B o i l e a u ,  t h e  F r e n c h
p o e t  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w h e n  h e
e x h o r t e d  w o u l d  b e  a u t h o r s  w i t h  t h e s e  v e r s e s :
" C e n t  f o i s  s u r / l e  m e t i e r  r e m e t t e z  v o t r e
o u v r a g e ,  p o l i s s e z  l e  s a n s  c e s s e  e t  l e
r e p o l i s s e z . " I  h a v e  c o r r e c t e d  m y  w r i t i n g s
c o n t i n u a l l y  a n d  t h i s  m e t h o d  h a s  r e q u i r e d
a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  m y  t a s k .  I f  I
h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  c l e a r l y  e x p o u n d i n g  m y
l i f e  a n d  b e l i e f s ,  m y  e f f o r t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n
w a s t e d .

U p o n  r e a c h i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 9 4 8 ,  I  h a v e  f i n i s h e d
m y  r e c i t a t i o n  o f  e v e n t s  b e c a u s e  a t  t h i s
p o i n t ,  I  f e e l  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  r i g h t  t c
r e l a t e  f a c t s  a b o u t  p e o p l e  I  l i v e  a n d  d e a l
w i t h  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e . T h e  l a s t  t h i r t y
y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  r i c h  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  n e v e r
e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  m e  b e f o r e . I  r e g r e t  f e e l i n g
o b l i g e d  n o t  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e m . I t  w o u l d
h a v e  b e e n  a  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
m y  c h a r a c t e r  t o  m y  r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e
a n d  t o  w h o e v e r  c a r e s  t o  k n o w  t h e  h i s t o r y
o f  a  s e g m e n t  o f  J e w i s h  S e p h a r d i c  l i f e  f o r
t h i s  p e r i o d .

I  h a v e  r e c i t e d  e v e n t s  a s  I  h a v e  s e e n  t h e m
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o r  h e a r d  o f  t h e m .  I  h a v e  m y  m o o d s  a n d  m y
w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g  i n  e a c h  p e r i o d  I  h a v e  d e -
p i c t e d ,  a s  t r u l y  a s  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e m e m b e r
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  e p i s o d e .  A  p e r s o n  i s  n o t
p r o u d  w h e n  h i s  s t o m a c h  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  o r g a n
o f  h i s  b o d y  f u n c t i o n s  t o  p e r f e c t i o n .  L i k e -
w i s e ,  I  d o  n o t  m e a n  t o  b e  p r o u d  w h e n  I
s t a t e  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  k e e n  m e m o r y  a n d  w h e n  I
a s s e r t  t h a t  I  c a n  r e p e a t  a l m o s t  " v e r b a t i m "
i m p o r t a n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  I  h a d  s o m e
y e a r s  a g o .  I  a m  r a t h e r  c o n s c i o u s  o f  m y
s h o r t c o m i n g s  a n d  I  c o n s i d e r  m y  r e c o l l e c t i o n s
a  q u a l i t y  o f  m y  b r a i n .  A  p e r s o n  s h o u l d
b e  p r o u d  o f  a  q u a l i t y  a c g u i r e d  b y  p r o p e r
e f f o r t .  I  h a v e  s t r i v e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n
t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t o  c o r r e c t ,  t o  c i t e
a n  e x a m p l e ,  m y  i r a s c i b l e  c h a r a c t e r .  I
o w e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  m y  w i f e
w h o s e  m o t t o  i s :  " B i e n  f a i r e  e t  l a i s s e r
f a i r e . "  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  h e r  t o  l o o k
w i t h  c h a r i t y  a n d  e q u a n i m i t y  a t  w h a t  m a k e s
p e o p l e  t o  a c t  t h e  w a y  t h e y  d o .  I  t r y
h a r d  n o t  t o  s h o w  m y  r e s e n t m e n t  w h e n  I  d o
n o t  l i k e  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  p e r s o n s  a n d  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h e
a f t e r m a t h  o f  p a s t  f r u s t r a t i o n s .  I n  m y
a d u l t  l i f e ,  I  h a v e  p u t  e m p h a s i s  o n  o t h e r s
q u a l i t i e s  a n d  h a v e  o v e r l o o k e d  t h e i r
c h a r a c t e r  d e f e c t s .  I  h a v e  m a n a g e d  a l w a y s
t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  p e o p l e  a r o u n d
m e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  p u s i l l a n i m i t y  a n d
h a v e  b e e n  d e e p l y  h u r t  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  t a k e n
m e  f o r  g r a n t e d  a n d  h u r t  m y  f e e l i n g s .

A u r e l i a  a n d  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  l i k e d  p e o p l e  a n d
o u r  h o u s e  w a s  o p e n e d  t o  o u r  f r i e n d s  w i t h
whom we have shared our  good moments.

Wea l w a y s  h a d  a  g r e a t  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  o u r  n e p h e w s
a n d  n i e c e s  b u t  h a v e  f o r  l o n g  y e a r s  b e e n
d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .

We were  theo n l y  o n e s  o u t  o f  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y  t o  h a v e
come to  Amer ica  and never  hav ing  been
b l e s s e d  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w e  w e r e  o v e r j o y e d
when Raphae l  and  D inah  came to  es tab l i sh
r e s i d e n c e  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  W h e n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n
were  bo rn  he re ,  we  were  genu ine ly  happy
w e  h a d  a  d e a r  f a m i l y  n e a r  t o  u s ,  t o  l o v e
a n d  c h e r i s h .  W e  s h a l l  l o v e  t h e m  f o r  t h e
r e s t  o f  o u r  l i f e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y .

I t
240



m a k e s  u s  h a p p y  t o  g i v e  o u r  l o v e  t o  t h e m ,
n o t  b y  d e s i g n  b u t  b y  i n s t i n c t .  W e  a r e
f o r t u n a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  g o o d  a n d  d e -
s e r v e  a l l  o u r  a f f e c t i o n .

I  h a v e  n o  m e s s a g e  n o r  a d v i c e  t o  g i v e  t o
nephews  and  n ieces  and  the i r  descendan ts .
I  have  no t  t he  necessa ry  w isdom to  make
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  T h e  i n t e l -
l i g e n t  p e r s o n  w i t h  a v e r a g e  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d
b e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  h i s  p l a c e  i n  l i f e  w i t h o u t
t h e  a i d  o f  m y  c o u n s e l .  I f  s o m e  o f  m y
r e l a t i v e s  s h a l l  r e a d  t h i s  b o o k  w i t h  i n d u l -
g e n c e  t o w a r d s  m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  m y  a i m
w o u l d  b e  a t t a i n e d .
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